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PREFACE. 


^ I H E motives which originally induced me to undertake 
the following work, and the consciousness of my 
inability to do justice to the subject., render it impossible for 
me to publish these Memoirs, without experiencing much 
more than the ordinaiy anxiety of an author. Having had 
the honor and happiness of superintending Mr. Pitt's edu- . 
cation at the university ; having for .some time acted as his 
confidential secretary, and afterwards kept up a constant 
communication with him, upon all matters connected with 
his official situation; having received, from him the most 
decisive proofs of kindness and good opinion ; having lived 
with him in the most unreserved and uninterrupted intimacy 
from the beginning of our acquaintance to the hour of his 
death : and having access to all his papers as one of his 
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executors, I was emboldened, by the consideration of these 
advantages, and urged by the combined feelings of alFection,^ 
gratitude, and duty, to endeavor to convey some idea of the 
character of one, in whom the talents of a great statesman, 
and the virtues and qualities of an amiable man, were so 
enunently united. 

• 

The volumes now offered to the public, reach to the 
declaration of war by Trance against Great Britain in 1793, 
a remarkable epoch both in Mr. PitTs political life, and in 
the history of this country. It is my intention, if. it shall 
please God to , indulge me with a continuance of life and 
, health, to proceed in the work, with all the expedition 
consistent with the discharge, of more important duties. 
The remaining portion will, I hope, be comprised in one 
volume, for which I reserve what relates to Mr. Pitt's private 
life; and arduous as has .been the task of describing his 

' f 

ministerial conduct, I. foresee far greater difficulty in giving 
a just notion of his manners, temper, and dispostion, which 
I have always considered as constituting the most extraor- 
dinary part of his character. , 
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The form of our constitution causing every measure of 
government to be discussed in parliament, which is indeed 
the grand theatre of political contest in this kingdom, it has 
been necessary to relate the proceedings in the house of 
commons. I am aware, not only that the printed debates, 
to which I have been compelled to have frequent recourse, 
are in all cases more or less inaccurate ; but also that the 
uninterrupted flow of iSIr. Pitt’s eloquence, without hesitation 
or repetition, rendered it peculiarly difficult, as was universally 
acknowledged, to report his speeches with tolerable cor- 
rectness. . I trust, however, that I have, in no instance, 
mis-stated his opinion, or departed from his general line of 
argument ; and I am persuaded, that his speeches here 
inserted, imperfect as they are, ■vniH be considered as highly 
interesting. Although they will by no means enable the 
reader to form an adequate judgment of that matchless 
eloquence, which called forth unbounded applause from all 
who heal’d it, he will have the satisfaction and advantage of 
knowing Mr. Pitt’s sentiments upon all the important sub- 
jects which he had occasion to discuss; accompanied with 
the most authentic explanation, wliich can be procured 



from existing tlofniments, of llmse )Mnt; and const itulionid 
principles, upon which l)c invariably acted. 

1 cannot btjl flatter myself, that the MjinrnaJT acconnt 
I have given of what passed in Francf; and in Im^laml, at 
the coinmeiiconient of the IVench revolution, inav' be useful 
at the present moment. 'I*he opposit<; ctfects of su])inc* 
ness and of energy in tin* well-intentioned pints of the 
communities, aiul of weak atul of vigorous coimsels in the 
rosjiective governments, of the two co\jntries — of wild 
theories and of praetical principles — of atheistic philosojdiy 
and of pure religion — will indeed furnish an instructive 
lesson, both to private individuals and to jiersons placed in 
situations of power and trust, to the end of lime ; and, it is 
to be hoped, will never be disregarded in tins nation. 

It. was indispe!)sablc to the main object I had in view, to 
enter into a full statement of the principles p\d)licly main- 
tained, and of die conduct pur.sued, by the opponents of 
i\Ir. Pill, Avliich has unavoidably led me to speak of per- 
sons still living, or wlio have lofl others closely connected 
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^vitll them by birth or in politics ; but it lias been my 
earnest endeavor to represent every opinion and fact fairly 
and impartially, and not to give oflence by any harsh or 
imcandid observation. I have felt it also incumbent upon 
me, in ^mting the history of so recent a period, to suppress 
many circumstances and anecdotes of a more private nature, 
supplied by papers in my possession, and other authentic 
sources, relating to his friends as well as to his enemies, 
although they would have thrown additional lustre on the 
character of Mr. Pitt. 
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from existing documents, of tliosc pure and conslitulional 
principles, upon ^vllicll lie invariably acted. 

I cannot but flatter myself, lliat llic • summary account 
I have given of -what passed in France and in England, at 
the commencement of the Frcncli revolution, may be useful 
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to be hoped, Avill never be disregarded in this nation. 
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enter into a fidl statement of the principles publicly main- 
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■with them by birth or in politics; but it lias been my 
earnest endeavor to represent eveiy opinion and fact fairly 
and impartially, and not to give offence by any harsh or 
imcandid observation. I have felt it also incumbent upon 
me, in '\^Titing the hislor}'^ of so recent a period, to suppress 
many circumstances and anecdotes of a more private nature, 
supplied by papers in ni}'^ possession, and other authentic 
sources, relating to his friends as well as to his enemies, 
although thej’ would have thrown additional lustre on the 
character of Mr. Pitt. 
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CHAPTER THE FIRST: 

1759. 

Birth, and carlt/ attainmcnta of Mr. Pitt — He is called to the Bar — Chosen Member 
for Appleby — Distinguishes himself by his Speeches in Parliament — Appointed 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. 


TT^ILLIAM PITT, second son of William first Earl of 
* ' C HATH Aar, and of lady Hester only daughter of Richard 
Grenville, esq. and countess Temple, was born at Hayes in Kent 
on the 28th of May 1759- Of his Father it is unnecessary for 
me to speak ; and of his Mother I shall only observe, that she 
was highly distinguished by strength of understanding, superior 
attainments, and most accomplished manners. Lord and lady 
Chatham had two other sons, the present earl of Chatham, and 
Mr. James Pitt; and also two daughters, the elder of whom, 
lady Hester, was rharried in 1774< to lord viscount Mahon, and 
the younger, lady Harriot, in 1785 to the honorable Edward 
James Eliot, eldest son of lord Eliot. 

VOL. I. IJ 


CHAP. I. 

1759 * 
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cHAP^ Mr. Pitt, when about six years old, was placed under the 
tuition of the rev. Edward Wilson, afterwards prebendary of 
Gloucester and canon of AVindsor, who attended him at lord 
Chatham^’s house ; and this mode of education was continued 
eight years, during half at least of which period, his health was 
so indifferent, as to render him unable to apply to any serious 
study. But notwithstanding this loss of time, the progress he 
made in learning was such, tliat in the year 1773? his father, 
designing the law to be his profession, determined to send him, 
for the completion of his education, to Pembroke-hall, Cam- 
bridge. He was admitted in the spring of that year, and went 
to reside in the beginning of the following October. On account 
of the private manner in which he had been hitherto educated, 
his tender age, and the extreme delicacy of his constitution, it 
was thought right, that Mr. Wilson should live with him for a few 
weeks in the same college apartment, without however having 
any concern in the direction of . his studies. Lord Chatham 
wrote a letter to the master of the college, in which he expressed 
a desire, that each of the two public tutoi’s, who were then 
Mr. Turner* and myself, would devote an hour in evmy day 
to his son. Tliis plan was accordingly adopted ; but after 
Mr. Pitt’s first three visits; to Cambridge, he was entirely under 
my care and tuition. . 

Although Mr. Pitt was little more than fourteen 3 rears of age, 
when he went to reside at the university, and had laboured 
under the disadvantage of frequent ill health, the knowledge, 
which he then possessed, was very considerable ^ and in par- 
ticular, his proficiency in the learned languages was probably 
* Now master of Pembroke-hall, and dean of Norwich. 



greater than ever was acquired bj' anj’- -other person in such 
early youth. In Latin authors he seldom met \vith difficulty ; 
and it was no uncommon thing for him to read into English six 
or seven pages of Thucydides which he had not previously 
seen, without more than two or three mistakes, and sometimes 
without even one. He had such an exactness in discriminating 
the sense of words, and so peculiar a penetration in seizing at 
once, the meaning of a writer, that, as was justl}'^ observed by 
Mr. Wilson, he never seemed to learn, but onl}’’ to recollect. 
Whenever he did err iu rendering a. 2sentence, it was owing to 
the want of a correct knowledge of grammar, vuthout which 
no language can be perfectly understood. This defect, too 
common in a private education, it was my immediate endeavour 
to supply ; and he was not only soon master of all the ordinary 
rules of grammar, but taking great pleasure in the philo- 
logical disquisitions of critics and commentators, he became 
deeply versed in the niceties of construction and peculiarities 
of idiom, both in the Latin and Greek languages. He had also 
read the first six books of Euclid’s Elements, Plane Trigo- 
nometiy, the elementary parts of Algebra, and the two quarto 
volumes of Rutherfprth’s Natural Philosophy, a work in some 
degree of repute while Mr. Wilson was a student at Cambridge, 
but afterwards laid aside. 

Nor was it in learning only, that Mr. Pitt was so much 
superior to persons of his age. Though a boy in j’-ears and 

It was by lord Chatham’s particular desire, tliat Thucydides was the first Greek 
book which Mr. Pitt read after he came to college. The only other -wish ever ex- 
pressed by his lordship, relative to Mr. Pitt’s studies, was, that I would read 
Polybius with him. 
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CHAP. I. 


appearance, his manners were formed, and his behaviour ihanly., 
He mixed in conversation with unaffected vivacity ; and de- 
livered his sentiments with perfect ease, equally free from 
shyness and flippancy, and always -w^ith strict attention to pro- 
priety and decorum. Lord Chatham, who could not but be 
aware of the powers of his son s mind and understanding, had 
encouraged him to talk mthout reserve upon every subject, 

. which frequently afforded opportunity for conveying useful 
information and just notions of persons and things. When his 
lordship^s health would permit, he never suffered a day to pass 
Avithout giving instruction of some sort to his children ; and 
seldom without reading a chapter of the Bible with them^'. 
He must indeed be considered as having contributed largely 
to that fund of knowledge, and to those other advantages, with 
which Mr. Pitt entered upon his academical life. 

The effects of a very serious illness, with which Mr. Pitt was 
attacked soon after he went to the university in 1773, occasioned 
him to reside but little at Cambridge in the first three years. 
This illness, which confined him nearly two months, and at last 
reduced him to so weak a state, that, after he was convalescent, 
he was four days in travelling to London, seems to have been 

I had frequent opportunities of observing Mr. Pitt’s accurate knowledge of 
the Bible ; and I may, I trust, be allowed to mention the following anecdote : 
In the year 1797, I was reading with him, in manuscript, my Exposition of the 
First of .the Thirty-nine Articles, which I afterwards published in the Elements 
of Christian Theology. There were several quotations from Scripture, all of. 
which he remembered, and made no observation upon them. At last, we came 
to a quotation, at which he stopped, and said, “ I do not recollect that passage 
in the Bible, and it does not sound like Scripture.” It was a quotation from 
the Apocrypha, which he had not read. 
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a crisis in liis constitution. By great attention to diet, to 
exercise, aiid to earlj’- hours, he graduallj’^ gained strength, 
without any relapse, or material check ; and his health became 
progressivelj’^ confirmed. At the age of eighteen he was 
a healthy man ; and he continued so for many years. The 
preservation of Mr. Pitfs life, in its early part, may be con- 
sidered as oving, under Providence, to his oivn care and the 
aftectionate watchfulness of his friends ; and the premature 
decline of his health, long before he reached the ordinary age 
of man, may as justl5?^ be ascribed to the anxiet}’^ and fatigue of 
unremitted attention to the duties of his public station. 

It • was originally intended, that Mr. Pitt should take the 
degree of bachelor of arts in the regular way, and be candidate 
for academical honors ; but his inability to keep the necessary 
terms, in consequence of the illness which has been noticed, 
caused tliis intention to be abandoned ; and in the spring of 
1776 he was admitted to the degree of master of arts, to which 
liis birth gave him a right, and wliich is usually conferred upon 
jT^oung men of a certain rank, after about t^vo years residence 
in the university, without any public examination, or the per- 
formance of any public exercise, and of course without the 
power of giving public proof of their talents or attainments. 

While Mr. Pitt was under-graduate, he never omitted at- 
tending chapel morning and evening, or dining in the public 
hall, except when prevented by indisposition. Nor did he pass 
a single evening. out of the college walls. Indeed, most of his 
time was spent with me; and exclusively of the satisfaction 
I had in superintending the education of a young man of his 
uncommon abilities and thirst for improvement, his sweetness 
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use at public schools, but often omitted in private education, chap.' i, 
A tutor is generally satisfied, if he can give his pupil some 
knowledge of an author, by selecting for his perusal certain 
parts of his works; but there was scarcely a Latin or a Greek 
classical Wi’iter of eminence, the whole of whose works Mr. Pitt 
and I did not read together. He was a nice observer of their 
different styles, and alive to all their various and characteristic 
excellencies. The quickness of his comprehension did not 
prevent close and -minute applicatioii. When alone, he dwelt 
for hours upon striking passages of an orator or historian; -in 
noticing their turn of expression, in marking their manner of 
arranging a narrative, or explaining the avowed or secret 
motives of action. A few pages sometimes occupied a whole 
morning. . It was a favourite employmertf with him, to com- 
pare opposite speeches upon the same subject; and to examine 
how each speaker managed his O'sm side of the question, and 
obviated or answered the reasoning of his opponent. . This may ' 
properly be called study, peculiarly useful to a future lawyer 
or statesman. The authors, whom he preferred for this pur- 
pose, were Livy, Thucydides, and Sallust: Upon these occa- 
sions his observations were not unfrequently committed to 
paper, and furnished a topic for conversation with me at our 
next meeting. He was also in the habit of copying any 
eloquent sentence, or , any beautiful or forcible expression, 
which occurred in his reading. The poets of Greece and Rome 
had their full share of his attention; and he unquestionably 
derived from them that advantage, as well as amusement, . 
which they are eminently calculated to confer. So anxious 
was he to be acquainted with every Greek poet, that he read 
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CHAP. I. with me, at his o^vn request, the obscure and in general unin- 
teresting work of Lycophron, and . with an ease at first sight, 
which, if I had not witnessed it, I should have thought beyond 
the compass of human intellect. He was not fond of compo- 
sition, not having been accustomed to it when a boy ; nor did 
he attain that degree of excellence in -writing Latin and Greek, 
which is often acquired by young men educated at our public 
schools. 

; , It ought, perhaps, to be mentioned, that Mr. Pitt did not 
construe classical authors in the ordinary way, but read several 
sentences of the oi'iginal, and then gave the translation of them:; 
and the almost intuitive quickness, mth which he instantly saw 
the meaning of the most difficult passages of the most difficult 
writers, made an impression upon my mind, which no time can 
efface. He possessed, indeed, this faculty in so extraordinary 
a degree, and his diligent application to Greek literature had 
rendered his knowledge of that language so correct and exten- 
sive, that l am persuaded, if a play of Menander or .dischylus, 
or an ode of Pindar, had been suddenly found, he would have 
understood it as soon as any professed scholar. There unques- 
tionably have been persons who had far greater skill in verbal 
criticism, and in the laws of metre ; but it may, I believe, be 
said -wdth the strictest truth, that no one , ever read the Greek 
language, even after devoting his whole life to the study of it, 
with greater facility than Mr. Pitt did at the age of twenty-one. 

He was not less successful in mathematics and natural phi- 
losophy ; displaying the same acuteness and readiness in ac- 
quiring knowledge, -with an unexampled skill. in applying it to 
the solution of problems. He was master of every thing usually 
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knoAvn by young men avIio obUiin the liigliest academical honors, cu 
and felt, a great desire to fathom still farther the depths of pure 
mathematics ; and had I thought it right to indulge this inclina- 
tion, he would have made a wonderful progress in that abstruse 
science. "When the connexion of tutor and pupil was about 
to cease between iis, he expressed a hope, that he should find 
leisure and opportunity to read Newton’s Principia again with 
me after some summer circuit ; and in the later periods of his 
life, he frequently declared that no portion of his lime had 
been more usefullj'^ employed than that, which had been de- 
voted to these studies — not merel}'^ from the new ideas and 
lactual knowledge which he had thus acquired, but also oh 
account of the improvement which his mind and understanding 
had received from the habit of close attention and patient . 
investigation. In truth, this is the just and appropriate praise 
of mathematical pursuits, that thej'’ not only convey much 
important information, but give a strength and accuracy to 
the intellectual and reasoning powers, which best qualify 
young men, both for the duties of the liberal professions, and . 
for the business of the higher departments of active life. 

There was scarcely any book in the wide circuit of Mr. Pitt’s 
reading, from which he derived greater advantage and satis- 
faction, than from Locke s Essay on the Human Understand- . 
ing, of which he formed a complete and correct analysis. 

He was a gi'eat admirer of this truly excellent work, while he 
reprobated the author’s notions on the origin of civil govern- 
ment, as unfounded and of dangerous tendency. He indicated 
no inclination, and he certainly had no encouragement from 
me, to carry his metaphysical studies any farther. He gave 

VOL. I. 
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kno^ra 5’’oimg men "vdio obtain the highest academical honors, cu a v. i. 
and felt a great desire to fathom st ill farther the depths of pure 
mathematics ; and had I thought it right to indulge this inclina- 
tion, he would have made a wonderful progress in that abstruse 
science. When the connexion of tutor and pupil was about 
to cease between us, he expressed a hope, that he should find 
leisure and opportunit}’^ to read Newton's Principia again with 
me after some summer circuit ; and in the later periods of his 
life, he frequentl}’' declared that no portion of his time had 
been more usefully employed than that, which had been de- 
voted to these studies — not merely . from the new ideas and 
actual knowledge which he had thus acquired, but also on 
account of the improvement which his mind and understanding 
had received from the habit of close attention and patient 
investigation. In truth, this is the just and appropriate praise 
of mathematical pursuits, that they not onl}'- convey much 
important information, but give a strength and accuracy to 
the intellectual and reasoning powers, which best qualify 
young men, both for the duties of the liberal professions, and . 
for the business of the higher departments of active life. 

Tliere was scarcel^'^ any book in the wide circuit of Mi> Pitt’s 
reading, from which he derived greater advantage and satis- 
faction, than from Locke’s Essay on the Human Understand- . 
ing, of which he formed a cornplete and correct analysis. 

He was a great admirer of this truly excellent work, while he 
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ment, as unfounded and of dangerous tendency. He indicated 
no inclination, and he certainly had.no encouragement from 
me, to carry his metaphysical studies any farther. He gav.e 
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but at the same time he always listened with a due -regard and chap. i. 
respectful attention to the sentiments of others ; and such were ' 
the candor and mildness of his disposition, that when talking un- 
reservedly with mie, he never spoke with harshness or resentment 
even of those from whom he had received injviripus treatment. 

In May 1778, Mr. Pitt lost his great and excellent father, at 
a period when his advice and assistance would have been of 
the highest importance to him. I am happy to have it in my 
power to insert the following letters, which strongly mark the 
affectionate heart and amiable character of one of the ablest 
and most disinterested statesmen the world ever produced ; 
and at the same time shew the opinion he entertained, and the 
expectations he had formed, of the subject of these memoirs. 

The first of these letters was written by lord Chatham to 
Mr. Pitt, upon his going to the university in 1773. 

“ Burton Pynsent, Oct. 9th, 1773. 

“ Thursday ""s post brought us no letter from the dear tra- 
veller : W e trust this day will prove more satisfactory ; it- is 
the happy day that gave us your brother, and will not be less 
in favour with all here, if it. should give us, about four o'clock, 
an epistle from my dear William. By that hour, I reckon, we 
shall be warm in our cups, and shall not fail- to poiir forth, with 
renewed joy, grateful libations over the much wished tidings 
of your prosperous progress towards your destination. We 
compute, that yesterday brought you to the venerable aspect 
of alma mater; and that you are invested, to-day with the 
toga virilis. Your race of manly virtue, and useful knowledge 
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is now begun, nntl may iho favor of lieavcn smile upon fhe 
noble career ! 

“ Xattle was reall\' disappointed at not being in lime 

to sec you — a good mark for my young vivid friend. lie is 
just as much comjioundcd of the elements of air and //Vr as he 
was. A due proportion of terrestrial solidity will, 1 trust, 
come, and make him ]Hwfecf. Ilow happy, my loved boy, is it, 
that your mamma and I can tell ours(‘lves. there is atCamhridge 
o/jc, without a beard, “and all the elements so mixed in him, 
that nature might stand up, and say, 'I'lns is a mam” I now take 
leave for to-day, not meaning this for what .lames calls a regular 
letter, but a Hying ihought, that wings itself towards my ab.senl 
^Villiam. l lorses arc ready, and all is birlh-day. 

“ llradshaw has shone, this auspicious morning, in a very 
fine speech of congratulation ; but 1 foresee, “ his sun sets 
weeping in the lowly west,” that is, a fatal bowl of punch will, 
before night, cpiench this luminary of oratory. Adieu, again 
and again, sweet l)ov : and if yon acquire health and slrcnglli 
every lime 1 wish them to yon, you will be a second Sampson, 
and, what is more, will, 1 am sure, keep your hair. 

“ Every good wish attends your kind fellow-traveller and 
chumtn ; nor will he be forgot in our bowing Ijowls to-day.” 

To this interesting letter, lady Chatham added the following 
postscript : 

“ If more could be said expressive of feelings, my dearest 
dear boy, 1 would add a letter to this epistle, but as it is com- 
posed, I will only sign to its expressive contents, 

Your fond and loving mother, 

HcSTEli ClIATII.VVt." ; 
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The folloAving letter -sv.as Avritten by lord Chatham to Mr. Pitt, ci^p. 
Avhen he Avas recoA^ering from the illness Avhich has been 
mentioned : 

“ Burton Pjmsent, Oct. 30, 1773. 

“ 'With AAdiat ease of mind and joy of heart I Avrite to my loved 
Milliam, since Mr. 'Wilsons comfortable letter of Monday! 

I do not mean to address you as a sick man : I trust in heaven, 
that co 7 ?i/oZ^:scc«/ is the onlj’^ title I am to give you in the ailing 
tribe; and that you are noAv enjoying the happj?^ advantage of 
Dr. Gljmifs* acquaintance, as one of the cheerful and AAUtty 
sons of Apollo, in his poetic, not his medical, attribute. But, 
though I indulge AAuth inexpressible delight, the thought of 5 'our 
returning health, I cannot help being a little in pain, lest you 
should make more Iia.sie than goocUpced to be AA^ell. Your mamma 
has been before me, in suggesting that most useful proverb, 
redder pour mieux sauter, useful to all, but to the ardent, neeessarp. 

You maj’' indeed, mj’^ sAveet bo}^ better than any one, practise 
this sage dictum, AAuthout any risque of being ihroten out (as 
little James Avould say) in the chacc of learning. All you want, 
at present, is (pact ; Avith this, if your ardor upiu-Ttmw can be 
Icept in, till you are stronger, you Avill make noise enough. 

Hoav happj’’ the task, my noble amiable boy, to caution jmu only 
against pursuing too 7mich, all those liberal and praise-AVorthy 
things, to Avhich less happ}’- natures are perpetually to be 
spurred and driven ! I Avill riot teaze you with too long a lecture 

* This eminent physician and excellent scholar became warmly attached to 
Mr. Pitt, and was a great admirer of his talents and character. He frequently 
read witli him select passages from classical writers, Avhich he thought particularly 
deserving his notice. ‘ 
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in favor of tmtclion^ and a competcnl slupidifif, your lu'o 
best fiilnrs and cojiipanious at present, have time to spare : 

consider there is l)ut the Encpclopcdia ; and when you have 
mastered all lhat> what will remain? You will want, like 
Alexander, another world to coiuiucr. Your mamma joins me 
in every word •. and we know liow raucli your allcctionale mind 
can .sacrifice to our earnest and lender wishes. Brothers and 
sislcr.s arc well ; all feel about you, think and talk of you, 
as they ought. i\ly alTeclionale remembrances go in great 
abundance to !Mr. AV'ilson. Vive, Vale, is the unceasing prayer 
of your truly loving father, Ciiath.\?i.” 

'J’he above letter indicates great anxiety, beautifully c.x- 
pressed, lest ]\Ir. Pitt should too soon resume his studies; and 
seems to shew, that on former occasions of illnes.s, lord and 
lady Chatham had been under the neces.sity of restraining 
him. He recovered so .slowly and so imperfect ly before he 
left Cambridge, that he was unable to read any book which 
recpiired much attention .; and lord Chatham did not allow him 
to return to the university till the beginning of .luly, soon after 
which he wrote him the following letter, which proves the con- 
tinuance of the same solicitude : 

“ Haj-es, Sunday, July 17, 1774. 

“ Need I tell my dear William, that his letter, received this 
morning, diftused general joy here ? To know that he is well 
and happ}’', and to be happy ourselves, is one and the same 
thing. I am glad that Chambers, Hall, and tufted Robe, con- 
tinue to please ; and make no doubt, that all the nine, in tlieir 
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several departnients of cliarminjr, 'ivill sue for your love villi 
all their powers of enchantment. .1 know too well the tlanejcr 
of a ainoiir or of a irvivin^ piisaion, not to have some fears 
for vour discretion. Give any of these allurinjx ladies the meel- 
ini: h\ (hiu-liiihf, and iu f heir turns: not hecominii: the .s/r/ic of 
any one of them : nor be drawn into late hours by the tempta- 
tion of their sweel converse. 1 reJoic(‘ that college is not yet. 
evacuated of its learned garrison ; and! hope the governor of 
this fortress of science, the master, or Iiis admirable aides-de- 
camp, the tutors, will not soon repair to tlu'ir respective excur- 
sions. Dr. Drown, to whom I desire to present my best com- 
pliments, is very obliging in accommodating you with a stable. 
I hope with this aid ]Mr. AVilsons computation may not. be out 
above one half, to bring it at all near the mark. J conclude, 
a horse’s allowance at Cambridge is upon the scale of a si;<ar*s 
commons. However it prove, I am glad to think you and he 
will find more conveniimce for riding at every spare hour that 
oflcrs. Stucky will carry Mr. D'ilson safely, and, I Inist, not 
unpleasantly. 'Fhc brothers of the turf may hold the solid con- 
tents of his shoulders and forehand somewhat cheap ; but by 
Dan’s leave, he is no uncrcdilablc clerical steed. Iso news yet 
from Pitt. James is here, the flower of schoolboys. 

Your loving fathei*. 

O 

ClI.ATlIAM.” 


“ Hayes, Sept. .2, 1774'- 

“ I write, dearest William, the post Just going out, only 
to thank you for your most Avclcome let lei', and for (he aflec- 
tionate anxiety jmu express for my situation, left behind in 
the hospital, Avhen our fl)dng camp moved to StoAve. Gout has 
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CHAP. I. for the present subsided, and seems to intend deferring his 
favors till winter, if autumn will do its duty, and bless us 
with a course of steady weather ; those da3^s, which Madame de 
Sevignd so beautifully paints, dcsjoiirsfiMs d’or et dc soi/e. 

“ I have the pleasure to tell you, your mother and sisters 
returned perfectl^^ well from . Bucks, warm in praises of mag- 
nificent and princel3'' Stowe ; and full of due sentiments of the 
agreeable and kind reception they found there. No less than 
two dancings, in the short time they passed there. One escape 
from a wasp’s nest, which proved only an adventure to talk of, 
by the incomparable skill and presence of mind of Mr. Cotton, 
driving our girls in his carriage with four ver3r fine horses, and 
no postillion. The3’’ fell into an amhmcadc of wasps more fierce 
than Vandours, who beset these coursers of spirit not inferior to 
Xanthus and Podarges, and stung them to madness ; when dis- 
daining the master’s hand, he turned them short into a- hedge, 
threw some of them, as he meant to do ; and leaping down, 
seized the bridles of the leaders, which afforded time for .5mur 
sisters to get out safe and sound, their honor, in point of 
courage, intact, as well as their bones ; for they are celebrated 
not a little on their composure in this alarming situation. 
I rejoice that 3mur time passes to your mind, in the cA'^acuated 
seat of the Muses. HoweA^er, knoAAung that those heaA''enl3'' 
ladies (unlike the London fair) delight most, and spread their 
choicest charms and treasures in sAveet retired solitude, I wo’n’t 
Avonder that their true votary is happy to be alone with them. 
Mr. Pret3’^man* AAdll b3’' no means spoil compan3'', and I wish 3^11 
joy of his return. Hoav many commons have you lost of late ? 

* The author of these memoirs, who in 1803 changed his name from Pretymah 
to Tomline. 
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Whose fences have you broken ; and in what lord of the manor's chap. i. 
pound have any sfrm/s of science been found, since the Aunous 
adventure of catching the horses with such admirable address 
and alacrity ? I beg m}!- affectionate compliments to Mr. Wilson, 
and hope you will both beware of an inclosed country for the 
future. Little James is still vith us, doing penance for the high 
living so well described to you in Mrs. Pam's excellent epistle. 

All loves follow mj’’ sweetest boj»‘ in more abundance than I 
have time or ability to express. 

“ I desire mj’" best compliments to the kind and obliging 
master, who loves Cicero and jmu.” 

M)’’ readers will be sorry to learn, that the following is the 
last letter of lord Chatham, which I am able to submit to their 
perusal ; it was vTitten onlj'' seven or eight months before his 
death. .i 

Hayes, Sept. 22, 1777> 

“ How can I emplo}^ mj^ reviving pen so well as by addressing 
a few lines to the hope and comfort of my life, my dear William? 

You 'will have pleasure to see, under mj’’ omi hand, that I mend 
every day, and that I am all but well. I have been this morn- 
ing to Camden-place, and sustained, most manfully, a visit, and 
all the idle talk thereof, for above an hour by Mr. Norman’s 
clock ; and returned home, untired, to dinner, where I eat like 
a farmer. Lord Mahori has confounded, not convinced, the 
incorrigible soi-disant Dr. Wilson. Dr. Franklin’s lightning, 
rebel as he is, stands proved the more innocent; and Wilson’s 
nobs xuust yield to the pointed conductors. On Friday, lord 
Mahon’s indefatigable spirit is to exhibit another incendiura, to 
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cHAr. 1. for llie present subsided, and seems to intend deferring his 
favors till winter, if autumn will do its dut}’’, and bless us 
with a course of steadj'^ weather ; those daj's, which Madame de 
Sevignd so beautifullj’’ paints, des join's fiUs d’or et de soijc. 

“ I have the pleasure to tell 5’'ou, your mother and sisters 
returned perfectlj’’ well from Bucks, warm in praises of mag- 
nificent and princel}’’ Stowe ; and full of due sentiments of the 
agreeable and kind reception they found there. No less than 
two dancings, in the short time they passed there. One escape 
from a wasp’s nest, which proved only an adventure to talk of, 
by the incomparable skill and presence of mind of Mr. Cotton, 
driving our girls in his carriage vuth four very fine horses, and 
no postillion. Tliej' fell into an omhiiscade of wasps more fierce 
than Paiidours, avIio beset these coursers of spirit not inferior to 
Xaiithus and Fodarges, and stung them to madness ; Avhen dis- 
daining the master’s hand, he turned them short into a- hedge, 
tlu'ew some of them, as he meant to do ; and leaping down, 
seized the bridles of the leaders, which afforded time for j'our 
sisters to get out safe and sound, their honor, in point of 
courage, intact, as well as then* bones ; for they are celebrated 
not a little on their composure in this alarming situation. 
I rejoice that ^^^our time passes to your, mind, in the evacuated 
seat of the Muses. However, knowing that those heavenly 
ladies (unlike the London fair) delight most, and spread tlieir 
choicest chaims and treasures in sweet retired solitude, I wo’n^t 
wonder that their true votary is happy to be alone with them. 
Mr. Pretynian'" will by no means spoil company, and I wish you 
joy of his return. How many commons have you lost of late ? 

■ * The author of these memoirs, who in 1803 changeii his name from Pretymair 
to Tomline. 
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Whose fences have you broken ; and in what lord of the manpr s chap. i. 
pound have any strays of science been found, since the famous 
adventure of catching the horses with such admirable address 
and a,lacrity ? I beg my affectionate compliments to Mr. Wilson, 
gnd hope you will both beware of an inclosed country for the 
future. Little James is still ’^vith us, doing penance for the high 
living, so well described to jmu in Mrs. Pam's excellent epistle. 

All loves follow my sweetest boy in more abundance than I 
have time or ability to express. ,■ 

“ I desire my best compliments to the kind and obliging 
master, who loves Cicero and you." 

: My readers will l3.e sorry to learn, that the following is the 
last letter of lord Chatham, which I am able to submit to their 
perusal ; it was written only seven or eight naonths before his 
■death.' 

: Hayes, Sept. 22, 1777- 

“ How can I employ my reviving pen so well as by ad dressing 
a few lines to the hope and comfort of my life, my dear William? 

.Youlwill have pleasure to see, under my oavn hand, that I niend 
every day, and that I am all but well. I have been this morn- 
ing to Camden-place, and sustained, most manfully, a visit, and 
all the idle talk thereof, for above an hour by Mr. Normm’s 
clock ; and returned home, untired, to dinner, where I eat like 
a farmer. Lord Mahon has , confounded, not convinced, the 
incorrigible soi-disant Dr. Wilson. . Dr. Pra-nklin s lightning, 
rebel as he is, stands proved the more innocent; and Wilson's 
nobs must yield to the pointed conductors. On Friday, lord 
Mahon’s indefatigable spirit is to exhibit another incendiuni, to 
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CHAP. 1 . lord mayor, foreign ministers, and all lovers of philosophy and 
the good of society ; and means to illuminate the horizon vdth 
a little bonfire of twelve hundred faggots and a double edifice. 
Had our dear friend been born sooner, Nero and the second 
Charles coiild never have amused themselves by reducing to 
ashes the two noblest cities in the world. My hand begins to 
demand repose ; — so, with my best compliments to Aristotle, 
Homer, Thucydides, Xenophon, not forgetting the civilians, and 
law of nations tribe, adieu, my dearest William. 

Your ever most affectionate father, 

ClIATUAM.'*' 

Early in 1778, a sort of negotia;tion was carried on for some 
time, between sir James Wright, a friend of lord Bute, and 
Dr. Addington, a friend of lord Chatham, which seems to have 
been commenced by sir James Wright, with a view of ascer- 
taining whether lord Chatham would join lord Bute in forming 
a new administration. Though this negotiation proved entirely 
fruitless, it became the subject of conversation in all political 
circles ; and soon after lord Chatham'’s death, so partial and 
incorrect a statement relative to it, was made by persons con- 
nected with lord Bute, that it was thought proper to draw up 
a full and authentic account of what had really passed, from 
papers in the possession of lady Cliatham. This account, after 
being shewn to private friends, found its way into some of the 
neAvspapers; and on the 2Sci of October, lord Mountstuart, 
lord Bute’s eldest son, published a letter, addressed to the 
editors of the same newspapers, in which he controverted some 
of the positions contained in it. To this letter, j\Ir Pitt, the 
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present lord Cliatliam being then abroad, felt it incumbent on chap. i. 
him to Avi'ite an answer, which also appeared in the newspapers ; 
and was considered as fully proving, that “ lord Chatham had 
not only never courted a political negotiation -with lord Bute, 
but would, -uithout hesitation, have rejected every idea of acting 
with him in any administration I did not think it right to 
pass over entirely in silence, the transaction which first called 
Mr. Pitt into public notice, and which afforded him the first 
opportunity of testifying his zealous regard for his father’s me- 
mory ; but as he had very little concern in this business, which 
is no longer of an interesting nature, I shall not enter into any 
farther particulars •f. It may, perhaps, be doubted whether 
sir James Wright and Dr. Addington did not act rather from 
their own views and motives, tlian from any specific authority 
of the noble persons whose names they used. 

The death of lord Chatham was soon folloAved by other do- 
mestic misfortunes. In the summer of 1780, Mr. Pitt lost his 
eldest sister, viscountess Mahon, to whom he was tenderly 
attached ; and in November of the following year, his younger 
brother, Mr. James Pitt, who had been brought up to the navy, 
and risen to the rank of post-captain, died iii the West Indies ; 
a young man , of great professional merit, of superior under- 
standing, and of most amiable disposition. Upon the latter 
occasion, I received from Mr. Pitt the following letter, written 
at Burton Pynsent. 

Mr. Pitt’s letter. I do not insert the whole of the letter; as it would have 
been scarcely intelligible without the papers to %vhich it refers. ■ ' 

f They may be found in Dodsle3r’s Annual Register for 1778. 
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CHAP. 1 . “I Can hardly bring myself to write under the severe blow 
which we have lately experienced, to the news of which, my 
.dear Pretymah, you are probably not a stranger. You will, 
I kpow, be anxious to hear from me. I wish to say as little as 
possible on the melancholy subject, too melancholy indeed for 
Words. I have to regret the .loss of a brother, who had every 
thing that was most amiable ahd promising, every thing that 
I could love and admire; and I feel the favorite hope of rny 
mind extinguished by this untimely blow. Let me, however, 
assure you, that I am' too much tried in affliction not to be able 
to support myself under it; and that my poor mother and sister, 
to whom I brought the sad account yesterday, have not suffered 
in their health, from' so severe a shock. I have prevailed on 
them to think of changing the scene, and moving towards 
Hayes, which is a great comfort to me, as the solitude and dis- .. 
tance of this place must now be insupportable. I imagine that 
we shall begin our' journey in a few days. Adieu. You shall 
hear from me soon again. 

Yo'uPs most sincerely and affectionately, 

• . ; - - W. Pitt." 

In the spring of 1780, Mr.’Pitt became resident in LincolnV 
inii, and regularly attended 'Westminster^hall. He had pre- 
viously kept most of the necessary terms, and being called to 
the bar on the ISth of June, he went the western circuit in 
the summer of that year. 

At the general election in the . autumn of 1780, . he was an 
unsuccessful candidate to represent the university of Cam- 
bridge in parliament ; biif in the January following he was 
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chosen for the borough of Applebjs in Westmoreland*; ah 
event -which gave great satisfaction to all who knew him, from ^ 
a conviction, that he could not fail to distinguish himself as 
a speaker. 

Mr. Pitt's entrance into public life was at a very critical and 
important moment. This country was engaged in -Nvar with her 
colonies in North America, and with France, Spain, and Hol- 
land, vdthout a single allj’-to assist her in so unequal a contest 
Besides these numerous and powerful enemies, a strong, dis- 
position to hostility had been recently manifested by Russia, 
Denmark, and Sweden, who had concluded treaties with each 
other, constituting what has been called the armed neutrality -f, 
and understood to be more immediately directed against .Great 
Britain. In India the native powers had entered into a, most 
formidable confederacy, under the influence of France, for the 

* Mr. Pitt liad at this time no personal acquaintance ■with sir .Tames Lowtlier, 
to whose interest in’ the borough of Appleby he was indebted for this introduction 
into parliament, at the request of their common friend, the duke of Rutland. This 
•nobleman; when marquis of Granby and member for the university of Cambridge, 
had, from admiration of the talents and political principles of lord Chatham, -at 
Ins, own particular desire, become acquainted ■with Mr. Pitt, at an early period of 
his academical life. The closest connexion and warmest attachment took place 
•and continued between them, during the whole of the duke’s life and at his 
.’death, in October 1787, he left Mr. Pitt one of the guardians to his children and 
trustees of his estate, TOth a legacy of.3,ooo7. 

■ ■ -j- 'By these treaties the contracting parties asserted, and mutually, pledged 
-themselves to maintain, the principle, that free ships, make free goods ; a principle 
totally inconsistent with the right, hitherto acknowledged to belong to belligerent 
powers, of searching the vessels of neutral states. Holland was a party to these 
treaties ; arid from the end of the year 1780, she was actually at war -with Great 
Britain ' . 
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intending to speak, he was from the beginning collected and 
unembarrassed; he argued stronglj'^ in favor of the bill, and , 
noticed all the objections which had been urged by the noble 
lord who immediately preceded him in the debate, in a. manner 
which greatl}'^ astonished all who heard him. Never were higher 
expectations formed of any person upon his first coming into 
parliament, and never were expectations more completely 
answered. They were indeed much more than answered : such 
were die fluency and accuracy of language, such the perspicuity 
of arrangement, and such the closeness of reasoning, and manly 
and dignified elocution — generally, even in a much less degree, 
the fruits of long habit and experience — that it could scarcely 
be believed to be the first speech of a young man not yet two- 
and-twenty. 

On the following day, Mr. Pitt, knowing my anxiety upon 
every subject which related to him, with his accustomed kindness, 
wrote to me at Cambridge, to infonn me, that “ he had heard 
his ovTi voice in. the house of commons and modestly ex- 
pressed his satisfaction at the manner in which his first attempt 
at parliamentary speaking had been received. 

Before Mr. Pitt had a seat in parliament, he had been a con- 
stant attendant in the gallery of the house of commons, and 
near the throne in the house of lords, upon every important 
debate ; and whenever he heard a speech of any merit on the 
side opposite to his own opinions, he accustonied himself 
to consider, as it proceeded, in what manner it might be 
answered ; and when the speaker accorded with his own senti- 
ments, he then observed his mode of arranging and enforcing 
his ideas, and considered whether any improvement could have 
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cHAi>. I. been made, or whether any argument had been omitted! 

. To this habit, and to the practice already mentioned of reading 
Greek and Latin into English, joined to his wonderful natural 
endowments, may be attributed that talent for reply, and that 
command of language, for which he was from the first so highljr 
distinguished. At whatever length he spoke, he avoided repe- 
tition ; and it was early and justly observed of him, that he 
never failed to put the best word in the best place.” 

On the 31st of May, Mr. Pitt made his second speech in the 
house of commons. The order of the day for going into a 
cbrnmittee on the bill for continuing an act* of the last session; 
for the appointment of commissioners of public accounts, had 
been read ; and upon the question being put for the speaker's 
leaving the chair, colonel BaiT6 moved, “ That it be an instruc- 
tion to the committee, that they have power to make provision 
in the said bill, for removing the commissioners named by the 
said actT; and for substituting other commissioners in their 
stead, who are members of the house of commons.” This motion 
was opposed by lord North, in a speech of considerable length. 

* This was entitled, “ An Act for appointing and enabling. Commissioners 
to examine, take, and state the Public Accounts of the Kingdom, and to report 
what Balances are in the hands of Accountants, which may be applied to the 
Public Service, and what defects there are in the present mode of receiving, 
collecting, issuing, and accounting for the Public Money; and in what more 
expeditious and effectual, and less expensive manner, the said Services, can in 
future be regulated and carried on for the benefit of the Public.” , ’ 

l^These commissioners were not members of the house of commons. They 
had made several reports under the act of the preceding session ; but, as they had . 
not completed their business, the object of the present bill was to continue them 
for another year. - 
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and immediately after lie sat down, Mr. Pitt rose*'. He was chaim. 
heard witli that silent attention, which the recollection of his . 
former display of abilities could not fail to command. In 
a strain of the kme forcible and manly eloquence, and with 
the readiness and correctness of a person long habituated to 
public debate, he replied to every argument used by the 
minister. He strenuously contended, that the house of com- 
mons, who were bj^ the constitution entrusted with the power 
of granting public monej’^, and watching over, examining, and 
correcting the public expenditure, could not, consistent!}’' willi 
the faithful discharge of their duty, delegate any part of that 
trust to persons who were not of their own body ; that this was 
an unalienable privilege, to which the house cliiefly owed flicir 
importance in the legislature, and their power of cslnblhhing 
economical regulations, and of alleviating niilionnl Ininhm. 
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a motion of Mr.;I'ox, “ That the house do resolve': itself into 
a committee of 'the whole, house, to take into consideration the 
present state of the American war," and in making that motion 
he declared that; it : was his. ihtentidii to move in the committee; 
if it shoiild 'be granted; the following resolution : That his 
majesty's ministers nought immediately to take every possible 
measure for concluding, 'peace with our. ; American colonies.” 
A long idebate ensued, in which: frequent' mention was made , of 
lord . Chatham, .as , being favorkble to - the principle of the 
measures which had- given ^rise to, the, war ; ' and Mr. Pitt felt it 
necessary. .to notice what had ^been' said. He rose at a late 
hour, wheri' the- house, was -fatigued, and the question loudly 
called for. -But the motneht it was perceived, that he was going 
to speak, the noise-and impatience for the question ceased, and 
both sides of the - house - bOcaiiie silent and attentive ; . and as 
this speech contained hot only His. own sentiments,' but those 
of his illustrious father, relative both to the origin and to the 
conduct of the Aiherican war, I shall transcribe a part of it 
from the parliamentary debates, to give, some idea, though 
a very imperfect one,' Of Mr. Pitt's early and unpremeditated 
eloquence ; He said that he was induced to rise, from certain 
expressions which had fallen from .a right honorable gentleman 
on the floor*,. and from another gentleman-fr on the other side 
of the house, relative to the ministerial and parliamentary con- 
duct of a dear arid:.most respected relation, with regard to the 
American war, and the successive measures by which it had 
been produced. . He thought that it was his duty, as the son of 
that noble lord, and as a member of that house, to rise upon the 
* Mr. Rigby. t Mr. Adam. 



rr 

present occasion, to cdrrect the gentlemen who had spoken, aiid 
to prevent the house from separating, under a persuasion that the , 
conduct and sentiments of the noble lord were such as had been 
described. The silence of one so nearly connected and allied 
in blood and affection, might seem to countenance what had 
been so confidently, but erroneously, stated. There might be 
many gentlemen in the house, who were , well acquainted with 
the political opinions of that noble person; to them no refu- 
tation of the assertions of that night would be necessary. But 
there might be others, who were entirely ignorant of them,^ or 
who knowing them but imperfectly, might be deceived by mis- 
representations, perhaps unintentionally made. 

Actuated.,by these motives, he thought it incumbent on him to 
state his relation- s opinion, as it appeared in his public conduct; 
and as: i^ came farther confirmed by private 'communication 
made to himself and the rest of his family. The noble person, 
whose name had been so often mentioned in the course of the 
evening, most heartily reprobated , the American war in all its 
parts, as well with respect to the principle in which it was taken 
up, as its progress, and the ultimate objects to which it pointedi 
He had expressed himself uniformly so on the subject, and he 
was persuaded, nevei%gave a vote or opinion in contradiction! 
to those sentiments. This was well known to those who acted 
with him ; there were many living testimonies of the truth of 
what he now said; and innumerable circumstances, in .con- 
firmation of it, could be adduced, if farther erfdence were 
required! , , . .. . .. , „ 

The only opinion declared by his noble relation, which could 
have afforded the most distant color for the assertion which had 
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been made, was, that he thought the British legislature had 
^ a right to lay duties for the regulation of commerce in the 
colonies ; duties incidental to the extension of trade, and cal- 
culated for the mutual benefit of both countries ; but not 
a single tax or duty of any kind for the purpose of raising 
a revenue in America,to be remitted home, and to be disposable 
by the British parliament. This, however, was but a speculative 
opinion, totally different and distinct from the doctrines and 
measures which were productive of the war. Tliose measures, 
at least, which produced the riot at Boston, from whence it was 
acknowledged by, every part of the house, the war originated, 
did not come within the above description. The}^ were taxes; 
upon the import, laid on expressly bj’' the British parliament, 
collected under its authority, and intended for the British 
treasury ; and were not even pretended to hold out any advan- 
tage to both countries, but to one only; neither were they 
directed to promote or extend the commerce of America, but 
merely to draw out of the pockets of the inhabitants of that 
country, certain sums of money for augmenting the revenues^ 
of this. 

These were the true and genuine sentiments of the noble 
person alluded to. To infer, therefore, that, because, he ap- 
proved of one mode of conduct, which was not adopted, he 
approved of another system, which he had so frequently and 
openly reprobated, was a most extraordinary kind of logic 
indeed. But he could not think, that those who argued in this 
manner, expected to -bring home conviction to the breast of 
any unprejudiced man. 

After thus explaining his noble father s principles and con- 
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duct, he said, that with respect to himself, in whatever point of chap. i. 
view he considered the American war, he was the more cpn- . , 

firmed in the opinions he had early formed concerning its 
origin and tendency. It was conceived in injustice ; it was 
brought forth and nurtured in folly; its footsteps were- marked 
with blood, persecution, and devastation. It was productive 
of misery of every kind. The mischiefs, however, recoiled on 
this unhappy country, which was thus drained of its vital re- 
sources of men and treasure. And what had the British nation 
received in return ? Nothing but a series of ineffective victories 
or severe defeats ; — victories celebrated only by a temporary 
triumph over our brethren, whom -vre were endeavoring to 
trample down, and destroy ; which filled the land with mourning 
for the loss of dear and valuable relations, slain in the vain 
attempt of enforcing unconditional submission, or with nar- 
ratives of the glorious exertions of men, struggling under every 
difficulty and disadvantage, in the sacred cause of liberty. 

Where was the Englishman, who, on reading the accounts of 
these sanguinary and well-fought battles, could refrain from 
. lamenting the loss of so much British bipod spilled in such 
a contest ? or from weeping, on whichever side victory might be 
declared ? Add to this, the melancholy consideration, that' 
to whatever quarter we looked, we could perceive nothing but 
natural and powerful enemies, or lukewarm and faithless friends, 
rejoicing in our calamities, and meditating our ultimate down- 
fal. After, dwelling with great force upon the evils already 
occasioned by the war, he concluded mth warning ministers of 
the still more disastrous and fatal events which must inevitably 
attend its farther prosecution. 
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The lord advocate who had been an uniform supjporter 
of. the American war, and was one of the ablest debaters in 
favor of administration, replied to Mr. Pitt. After adverting, 
in general terms, to several persons who had taken part in the 
debate^ he proceeded thus, with a sort of prophetic eulogy: 
‘.‘ The honorable gentleman who spoke last, claims my par- 
ticular approbation. , I am.umvilling to say to that honorable 
gentletiian’s face, what truth would exact from me were he 
absent;' but even now, however unusual it may.be, I must 
declarej that I find myself impelled to rejoice in the good 
fortune of my country, and my fellow-subjects, who are destined, 
at some future day, to derive the most important services from 
so happy an union of first-rate abilities, high integrity, bold 
and honest independency of conduct,’ and the most persuasive 
eloquence f.” . Mr. Poxy’s motion was lost' by a majority of 
172 to 99. 

* Mr. Dundas, aftenvards viscount Melville. 

■f Mr. Dundas also, in the same speech, paid the following just and elegant 
compliment to the late lord Chatham : In speaking of his lordship’s last speech 
in the house of lords, he said, “ These were almost the last words that upright 
minister and consummate statesman ever uttered. He was a man, whom, from 
my earliest ' youth, I was always taught to look up to with reverence and admira7 
tipn before I had , seen him. Every opportunity I have since had of becoming 
acquainted with him, in his senatorial character, the more it has confirmed me 
in niy early impressions ; and he nras no ' less great in his last awful exit, than 
in . the most splendid actions of his political life. He held the language of a 
patriot and sound statesman ;■ and the . capaciousness of his soul was only equalled 
by the integrity of his mind and the goodness pf his heart. There was a quickness 
of conception, a warmth of imagination, and a tone and firmness of mind, which 
were truly astonishing.- He saw his object at a distance; and was unceasing in 
his endeavors to obtain it. 



31 

These were the onlj’’ three occasions on which Mr. Pitt spoke 
in this session, which ended on the IStli of July*. 

On the circuit of this summer, Mr. Pitt was employed in 
several election causes of .great interest at Salisbuiy ; and an 
argument which he delivered in tlie course of the trials, on the 
admissibility of a point of evidence, was much applauded by 
Mr. Justice Buller, who presided as judge. The highest 
compliments were also paid him bj?^ that eminent lawyer, 
Mr. Dunning, who was leading counsel on the same side ; and 
every one who heard him on this, and the few other occasions 
on which he spoke in a court of justice, was conAunced, that 
he was peculiarly suited to the profession in which he had 
engaged j-. He passed the autumn 'with his mother at Burton 

* After the close of the session in which Mr. Pitt made these three speeches, a 
friend of Mr. Fox told me, that upon his saying to Mr. Fox, “ Mr. Pitt, I think, 
promises to be one of the first speakers ever heard in the house of commons,” 
Mr. Fox instantly replied, “ He is so already.” From this and other testimonies, 
it appears, that Mr. Fox was very early impressed with a high idea of Mr. Pitt’s 
talents. It ought to be mentioned to tlie mutual credit of these two great men, 
that in future life, when they were the leaders of two opposite parties, and the 
supporters of different systems of politics, they always in private spoke of eacli 
other’s abilities with the highest respect. Mr. Fox, at a late period of Mr. Pitt’s 
first administration, said, that “ he had been narrowly watching Mr. Pitt for many 
years, and could never catch him tripping once ;” and in conversation with me, 
I always noticed, that Mr. Pitt considered Mr. Fox as far superior to any other of 
his opponents, as a debater in the house of commons. 

• + Since I wrote the above, I have been favored with the following commu- 
nication from a gentleman, Avho was many years a member of the house of 
comnions, and now holds ah honorable station in the court of chancery : he was 
very intimate with Mr. Pitt on the western circuit, and aftenvards, till they were 
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immediately, could be heard : He began by saying, that “ the 
/lustre of abilities and splendor of eloquence displayed by the 
honorable .gentleman who spoke last, having; proved that an 
'astonishing extent and force of understanding had descended, 
in an. hereditary line, from a :parent uncommonly ^ gifted to 
a son equally endowed with all the fire, and strength, and grace 
of oratory, it did not at all surprize, him, that an involuntary 
emotion of applause should burst out on the conclusion of the 
speech the house had just heard; and that each gentleman 
should be anxious to communicate . to his neighbour his appro- 
bation of it."' . Mr. Eox afterwards noticed the universal 
admiration which Mr. Pitt's speech had lexcited • and Mr. 
Courtenay said, that Mr. Pitt's “ splendid diction, his manly 
elocution, his brilliant periods, his pointed logic, conveyed in 
a torrent of rapid arid impressive eloquence, brought strongly 
to his recollection that great and able statesman'^, whose 
memory every , grateful and generous Briton revered." . The 
motion for bringing up the address Avas carried by a majority 
of 131 to o4. 

On the 13th of December^ the day fixed for voting the army 
estimates, preAUously to the house going into a committee for 
that purpose, sir James LoAVther moved, “ That it is the opinion 
of this house, that the Avar carried on in the colonies and plan- 
tations of North America, has proved ineffectual, either for 
the protection of his majesty's loyal subjects in the said colo- 
nies, or for defeating the dangerous designs of our enemies 
and he gaAm notice,, that if this motion should be carried, he 
Avould then move, That it is the opinion of this house, that 

* Lord Chatham. 
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wider live present circumstances of the country, all farther 
nitempls to reduce the revolted colonies to obedience, arc con- 
trary to the interests of this kingdom, ns tending to weaken 
its efibrts against its antient and powerful enemies.” Mr. Pitt 
took no part in the debate; but he was one of 179 who voted 
for the motion — 220 voted against it. 

This division was the first symptom of a cliange of opinion 
in the house of commons, relative to the American war ; and 
that change was to be attributed to the intelligence recently 
received of the surrender of lord Cornwallis and his army at 
York-tovm, in Virginia. No blame whatever was imputed 
either to the general or to his troops; but this disaster had 
great effect in opening the eyes of parliament, and also of the 
public, to the folly and impracticability of continuing the 
war ; and it compelled even lord North, lord George Germaine, 
and the lord advocate, to acknoudedge that some alteration 
must be made in the system hitherto pursued; but while they 
admitted the necessity of changing the plan, they were by 
no means explicit or consistent in describing the manner in 
which the war ivas hereafter to be prosecuted. 

Two doji's afterwards, the house being in a committee of 
supply upon the army estimates*, Mr. Pitt pointed out the 
opposite declarations of lord North and lord George Ger- 
maine, who had preceded him in the debate, with respect to 
the future conduct of the American war ; and while he was 

* The debate on sir James Lowther’s motion having lasted till t^vo o’clock the 
next morning, the- house only went into a committee pro forma, and it was agreed, 
that the business of the army estimates should be deferred, to the 14th. . 
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dwelling with great force and effect upon the contradiction 
^ between the prime minister and the secretary of state for the 
American department, he observed lord North, lord George 
Germaine, and Mr. Welbore Ellis, whispering together— he 
immediately interrupted his argument, and said, he would 
pause, till harmony was restored between the two noble lords ; 
and with a happy classical allusion truly characteristic of the 
three persons, he added, “ Nestor will compose the difference 
between Agamemnon aiid Achilles.” This speech' extorted 
, praise from Mr. Rigby, then paymaster of the forces— he paid 
many compliments to “ the representative of lord Chatham,’’" 
as he called Mr. Pitt, and said, “ that his oratory was hot less 
persuasive, his abilities not less powerful, his' virtues not less 
splendid ; nay, he made ho scniple to declare, that he regarded 
him as a still greater orator than his noble and admired father : 
he had observed with amazement and pleasure the effect which 
his eloquence 'had produced,- and the awe, the hope, and the 
animation which it inspired.” He acknowledged the incon- 
sistency between the assertions of lord North and lord George 
Germaine, and confessed that he was convinced, by events and 
facts, of the impracticability of conquering America. Lord 
• Nugent followed Mr- Rigby ; and though he had been a stre- 
nuous supporter of all the measures of administration respect- 
ing America, he now admitted the necessity of renouncing the 
war, and of declaring America independent. Towards the 
end of the debate, Mr. Fox said, that Mr. Pitt, “ with that 
commanding eloquence, which even the effrontery of ministers 
. could not resist, had detected and exposed the' glaring and 
abandoned disunion which subsisted in his majesty's councils.” 



Ministers, however, were triumphant bj'- a majorit}^ of 166 
to 84. These were the only two occasions upon which Mr. Pitt ^ 
spoke before the Christinas recess. 

The house of commons met on Monday the 2 1st of January, 
after their adjournment for the holidaj^s ; and on the 24th, 
Mr. Pox concluded a long and comprehensive speech, in which 
he entered very fully into the misconduct of the board of 
admiralty, b}^ moving, “ That it be referred to a committee, 
to inquire into the causes of the want of success of his majesty’s 
naval forces, during this war, and more particularly during the 
year 1781.” This motion, after some observations from lord 
North, and several other members, being agreed to witliout 
a division, Mr. Pox proposed that the inquir}'^ should take 
place in a committee of the whole house, on that daj'- se’nnight, 
which Avas unanimously agreed to, Avithout a single remark. 
He’ then proceeded to move for a variet}’’ of papers, as neces- 
sary to the object of the inquiry, among A\diich Avere com- 
munications of intelligence received from persons emplojmd 
abroad, relative to the equipments and movements of the 
enemies’ fleets. Lord North and lord MiilgraA^e (one of the 
lords of the admiralty, himself a mwal man, and in the con- 
fidence of lord SandAvich, the first lord,) objected to the pro- 
duction of letters and . documents containing this intelligence, 
up oil the ground, that they might infonn the enemy of the 
names of the persons by Avhom the intelligence Avas commu- 
nicated, and thereby endanger their Iwes ; and also rermal 
particulars, Aidiich, if concealed, might be serviceable to the 
future operations of our navy. To obviate the former of these 
objections, Mr. Pitt suggested, that the substance only of the 
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intelligence communicated; and not' the letters 'themsdves, 
should be laid before the house; ^and this suggestion .being 
adopted, fifteen motions were acceded to without a division. 
Mr. Fox consented to 'defer the motions to which the bther 
objection applied, in order to give the lords of the admiralty 
time to consider, whether the papers to which they related, 
might be granted; with safety. The .result was,- that all the 
motions for papers were suffered to pass . on' folloAving daj^s ; 
but, it being foreseen that .the preparation .of these papers, 
.which Avere very numerous, must occupy a long time, lord 
Mulgrave proposed that the debate should be postponed to 
the 7th of February, to’ Avhich Mr. Pitt arid .other opposition 
members reluctantly consented. 

On that day Mr. Fox, in a long and' able speeclg brought 
five charges againsrithe board of admiralty,' grounded up on the 
papers then before the house, and -concluded by moving, 
“That it appears to this committee, that there was gross mis- 
management in the administration of iiaAml affairs in the year. 
1781/' Mr. Pitt supported this resolution ; but in the course 
of his speech, he said, that he should have preferred a motion 
for the removal of lord Sandwich, the first lord of the admi- 
ralty, to Avhom he imputed all the naval disasters and disgraces 
which had befallen the country. Mr. Fox's motion was ne- 
gatived by a majority of only 22, the numbers being 205 and 
183. So small a majority in so full a house^ and upon so 
important a question as the conduct of the navy in the time of 
Avar, Avas a clear proof that the confidence of parliament in 
administration AAns considerably lessened. 

On the 13th of February, Mr. Fox gave notice, that, as his 
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motion on the preceding Tliursdnj% having been made and 
negatived in a commillee, could not be entered upon the 
journals, he should, with a ^dew to its being there recorded, 
move in .the House, on the Wednesday following, a resolution^ 
substantially, if not literally, the same, as that which had been 
rejected in the commillee. Accordingly, on the 20th . of 
February, after a short speech, he moved, “ 3’hat it appears to 
this house, that there has been great mismanagement in. the 
conduct of his majesty’s naval aflairs in the 5 ^ear 1781.” 
hir. Pitt highly distinguished himself in this debate; he went 
through . a vpiy accurate detail of all the naval events of the 
preceding j'^ear, and commented upon each with uncommon 
acuteness and force of reasoning. He pointed, out in what 
particulars tliere had been neglect; and earnestly conjured 
the house to consider the real importance of the question before 
them, a question upon which possibly the very being and 
existence of the country depended. Pie declared that he sup- 
ported the motion from motives of a public nature, and from 
those motives onl 5 ^ He was too j'oung to be supposed capable 
of entertaining any personal enmitj’’ against the earl of 
Sandwich; and he tinsted that when he should be less young, 
it would appear, that he had early determined, in the most 
solemn manner, never to suffer any private or personal con- 
sideration whatever to influence his public conduct at any one 
moment of his life Mr; Dunning, in a subsequent part of 
the debate, alluding to this speech of Mr. Pitt, said, thait almost 
all the sentiments, which he had collected in his own mind 

This was not merely an ebullition of youthful patriotism, but a principle to 
which he adhered throughout life. 
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upon the subject, had vanished away like a dream, on the 
bursting forth of a: torrent of eloquence behind him- from the 
greatest prodigy that ever perhaps was seen in this or in any 
other country, an honorable gentleman, possessing the full 
vigor of youth, united with the experience and wisdom of the 
maturest age. Tlie house divided, and the numbers were, 
for the motion 217} and against it 236. - Thus the majority 
was decreased, although the number of members present was 
greater than upon the former occasion. . , 

The opposition considering themselves sufficiently encou- 
raged by the late divisions, to persevere in their motions against 
the administration, general Conway, two days afterwards, 
moved, “That an humble address be presented to his majesty, 
earnestly imploring his majesty, that taking into his royal con- 
, sideration the many and great calamities which have attended 
the. present unfortunate war, and the heavy burdens thereby 
brought . on his loyal and.affectionate people, he will be pleased 
graciously to listen to the humble prayer and advice of his 
faithful commons, that tho war on the continent of North 
America may no longer be pursued for the impracticable pur- 
pose of reducing the inhabitants of that country to obedience 
by force ; and expressing their hope, that the earnest desire and 
diligent exertion to restore the public tranquillity, of which 
we have received his majesty '’s gracious assurances, may, by 
a happy reconciliation with the revolted colonies, be forwarded 
and made effectual, to. which great end his majesty’s faithful 
commons .will be ready most cheerfully to give their utmost 
assistance.” In the debate which followed, Mr. Pitt, Avith his 
usual eloquence, contended for the necessity of putting an 
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immediate end to the American war: upon a division, the 
numbers were, for the motion 193 ; against it 194. 

This division, although it did not take place till two o'clock 
in the morning, was followed by a conversation relative to the 
time of opening the budget, in which lord North called the 
language used by colonel Barr6, “ insolent and brutal.” These 
epithets excited great clamor in the house ; and several 
members, and among the rest, Mr. Pitt, required that lord 
North should apologize for them, not onl}’- to colonel Barre, 
but also to the house. Lord North made a satisfactoiy apo- 
logy in two short speeches ; in one of which he acknowledged, 
that he had been irritated by colonel Barrd's expressions, which, 
he said, he ought not to have been, accustomed as he was to 
parliamentary abuse. He added,' that he was certain the 
house would give him credit, when he said, that he took abuse 
as patiently as anj’’ man. All who knew lord North, knew this 
to be true ; but soon after the apology was admitted on all 
sides to be sufficient, colonel Barrd was proceeding still to 
complain of the word “brutal,” as applied to him by lord 
North, upon which the speaker interposed, and the con- 
versation ended. 

On the following Monday, general Conway gave notice, 
that on Wednesday he would make a motion as nearly the 
same as that which he had made on the preceding Friday, as 
the rules of the house would admit. He said, that considering 
the very small majority by which his last motion had been 
rejected, and the absence of many members upon that occa- 
sion, it did not appear to him, that the sense of the house had ' 
been fully taken ; and therefore he was desirous of giving 
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ciiAi’. I. ev'^ery member then in town an opportunity of declaring by his 
. vote, his opinion respecting the farther prosecution of the 
American war. 

Conformably to this notice, he moved, on the 27th, the fol- 
lowing resolution, “ That it is the opinion of this house, that 
the farther prosecution of ofiensive war on the continent of 
North America, for the purpose of reducing the revolted 
colonies’ to obedience by force, will be the means of weakening 
the eflbrts of this country against her European enemies, tends, 
under the present circumstances, dangerously to increase the 
•mutual enmit}’', so fatal to the interests both of Great Britain 
and America, and by preventing a happy reconciliation vdth 
that country, to. frustrate the earnest desire graciously ex- 
pressed by his majesty, to restore the blessings of public tran- 
quillity."^ In the debate which took place upon this motion, 
lord North spoke at considerable length. He was followed by 
the attorney general Avho acknowledged that nothing but 
peace with America, could restore this country to its former 
state of splendor and respect ; and considering a truce with 
America as the best means of attaining that object, he infonned 
the house, that he had prepared a motion for leave to bring in 
a bill to enable his majesty’s ministers to treat upon that 
ground: he therefore moved, “Tliat the debate be adjommed 
till this day fortnight.” Mr: Pitt j in a speech which was 
allowed on all hands to be the best and most forcible in point 
of argument, and the most brilliant and persuasive in point of 
eloquence, which he had ever delivered in parliament, replied 
fully both to lord Nortli and to the attorney general. He 

* Mr. Wallace. 
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censured tlie idea of a truce and tlio motion for adjournment, as chav, i. 
a mana'uvre to gain a few votes, and treated the mIioIc pro- . . 

posnl ns made for the purposr? of imposing upon tlic house, by 
holdin<c out a delusive hojie ; and in refi'rring to an assurance 
from lord North, that government, was inclined to listen to 
terms of accommodation with America, he .<aid, that no confi- 
dence. was to be placed in the ]nesent ministers, all whose. ]iro- 
mises had ended in deception and disappointment, and who 
did not agree in any one plan or principle. At half past one 
o’clock, the house divided u])on the: attorney gent'rar.s motion 
for adjournment, Avhich was negatived by a majoril}" of 234 
to 2]o. The minister, being thus left in a minority, suflercd 
the original resolution to pass without a division. 

General Conway then moved an address to the king, nearly 
in the words of the resolution ; to which, when presented by the 
whole house, two days afterwards, his majesty returned the fol- 
lowing answer: “There are no objects nearer to my liearl 
than the case, happiness, and prosperity of my people. You 
may be assured, that, in pursuance of your advice, I shall take 
such measures as shall appear to me most conducive to the 
restoration of harmony between Great Britain and the revolted 
colonies, so essential to the prosperity of both ; and that mj'- 
eflbrts shall be directed in the most eflect.ual manner airainst 
our European enemies, until such a peace can be obtained, as 
shall consist with the interests and permanent Avelfarc of my 
kingdoms.” Upon this answer being reported to the house on 
the fourth of Afarch, general Conwa}' I'ose and said, that 
althoughhis majesty had not expressed himself quite so explicitly 
as might have been wished, yet he thought it right and proper, 
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that the house should return his majesty thanks for the pacific 
^ disposition manifested .in his aUSAver ; and therefore he moved 
an address to that effect, AvhichAVas carried Avithout division or 
debate, and Avas ordered to be presented by such members of 
the house as Avere of the privy' council. He then moved, “ That 
after the solemn declaration of the opinion of this house, iii 
their humble address presented to his majesty on Eriday last, 
and his majesty’s assurance of his gracious intention, in pur- 
suance of their advice, to take such measures as shall appear 
to his majesty to be most conducive to the restoration of har- 
mony betAveen Great Britain and the revolted colonies, so 
essential to the 'prosperity of both, this house Avill consider as 
enemies to his majesty and this country, all those Avho shall 
endeavor to frustrate his majesty’s paternal care for the' ease 
and happiness of his people, by advising, or by any means 
attempting, the farther prosecution of offensive Avar on the 
continent of North America, for the purpose of reducing the 
revolted colonies to obedience by force.” Several objections 
Avere at first made to this motion, and lord HoAve proposed an 
amendment. Mr. Pitt, hoAvever, ansAvered the objections, and 
lord HoAve AvithdreAv his amendment. The debate Avas then 
continued upon the original motion^ and Mr. Pitt made a short 
reply to Mr. Rigby. The motion Avas at length carried Avithout 
a division ; and thus the same house of commons, Avho, at the 
end of November, had by a great majority voted an address 
to his majesty, promising their support of the American Avar, 
in the beginning of the folloAving March pronounced every man 
an enemy to his king and country, Avho should recommend, or 
in any respect promote, the continuance of that Avar. 
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Although ministers had been compelled bj’- a majority of 
the house of commons, to abandon their favorite measure of 
the American war, yet they continued in office, and indicated 
no intention of resigning. The members of opposition, there- 
fore, having succeeded in one great object, thought they might 
now proceed to a more general attack upon the administration ; 
and accordingly, lord John Cavendish, on the 8th of March, 
moved four resolutions, the first of which asserted, that the 
expences of the armj’’, navj’-, and ordnance, since the year 1775, 
had amounted to upwards of 100 millions ; the second enu- 
merated the territorial losses which we had sustained during 
that period ; the third asserted, that we were still engaged in 
war with France, Spain, and Holland, without a single ally ; 
and the fourth attributed these misfortunes to the want of fore- 
sight and ability in his majesty's ministers. Mr. Powys, in 
seconding these resolutions, said, that among those, who 
opposed the present administration, were men of the first 
abilities in the kingdom, the representatives of the most 
opulent families in the nation, and the descendants of all 
that was great, all that was illustrious ; and particularly alluding 
to Mr. Pitt, he called him the “ heir of his fathers virtues and 
unexampled talents ; the son of a man, who had carried the 
British name to the very highest pinnacle of glory.” The first 
three resolutions, containing plain matters of fact, could not 
be controverted ; but upon the fourth there was a long debate, 
towards the end of Avhich Mr. Pitt replied to lord North; he 
contended, that the king's speeches proved, that the noble lord 
must have been guilty either of delusion or of want of foresight ; 
:that the noble lord's, declared hostility to the resolution of the 
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house, relative to the American war, was of itself a sufficient 
reason for withdrawing all confidence from him; and that 
a change of ministers would afford the only chance for the 
salvation of the country. The secretary at war moved’ the 
Order of the day, upon which the house divided ; and ad- 
ministration had a majority of ten, the numbers being 226 
and 216. • • 

-The smallness of this majority upon such a question con- 
vinced every one, that ministers could not long maintain their 
situations ; but as they still manifested no design of retiring, 
sir John Rous, oh the 15th of March, moved a resolution, 
which bomprehended the substance, though in somewhat 
different words, of the four resolutions, which had been moved 
a week before, by lord John Cavendish: In the debate of this 
day Mr. Pitt replied to the lord advocate, and particularly 
dwelt upon the learned lord’s confession, that the present 
ministers had not the confidence of the people. He said, 
that lord North’s administration had been an administration 
of influence and intrigue, and that it was generally acknow- 
ledged, that lie and liis colleagues were unfit for the purposes 
of government.” He spoke with great animation and Svarmth, 
and concluded with confessing “ that he was agitated more than 
he had ever been upon any foraier occasion, as he could not 
avoid feeling for his country, in the mortifying distress of 
being governed by men; who had neither sensibility nor shame ; 
wild were as void of feeling as they were of every other 
valuable quality, which constitutes the great statesman and the 
powerful minister.” He, most strenuously recommended the 
motion, as the only means of presenting to the eyes of the 
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world, what he had read of with rapture, but almost despaired 
of seeing, “ a patriot king, presiding over an united people.” 
The house divided upon the question, and the numbers were, 
236 for ministers, and 227 against them. While the division 
was taking place, Mr. Fox gave notice, that a similar motion 
would be riiade on the Wednesday following. 

On that day', at the, usual hour, and in a very full house, 
lord Surry rose to make the promised motion ; and lord North 
stood up at the same moment. Neither of these noble lords 
being willing to give way to the other, and both remaining 
upon their legs, great clamor and confusion arose ; but, at 
length, after several members, and among the rest, Mr. Pitt, 
had delivered their sentiments upon the point of order, lord 
North was peimitted to speak, but not without interruption : 
he said, that he had risen for the purpose of informing the 
house, that there was now no occasion for the motion, the 
purport of which had . been announced on a former day, as 
-those persons, who had for some time conducted the public 
affairs, had ceased, to be his majesty’s ministers. They were 
no longer to be considered as men holding the reins of govern- 
ment, and transacting measures of state ; but rnerely .remaining 
to do. their official duty, till other ministers should take their 
places. The sooner these ministers were appointed, the better 
it would be, in his judgment, for the public business, and for 
the general interests of the nation.. Mr. Pitt, rising immedi- 
ately, said, that the declaration Avhich the house had just heard 
from thq noble lord, appeared. to him to render the intended 
motion unnecessary, its object being already accomplished ; 
and lord J ohn Cavendish, Mr. Fox, lord Surry, general Conway, 


CHAP. I. 

1782. 



48 


CHAP. I. and several other members concurring in that opinion, the 
^7^^- \ house adjourned to Monday, to give time for making the new 
arrangements. 

In a few da37^s an administration was formed consisting of the 
marquis of Rockingham first lord of the treasury ®, the earl of 
Shelburne and Mr. Fox secretaries of state, admiral Keppel 
(created viscount Keppel) first lord of the admiralty, lord John 
Cavendish chancellor of the exchequer, lord Camden president 
of the council, the duke of Grafton lord privy seal, general 
Conway commander in chief, Mr. Dunning (created lord 
Ashburton) chancellor of the duchy of Lancaster, and lord 
Thurlow, who continued lord chancellor. 

I have thought it right to notice particularly all the motions 
made in the house of commons, the object of which was the 
removal of lord North and his colleagues from office, for the 
purpose of shewing the very prominent part, which Mr. Pitt, 
young as he was, both as a man and as a member of par- 
liament, took upon almost every one of those occasions. He 
frequently suggested modes of proceeding, when difficulties 
occurred; he constantly replied to the principal speakers on 
the opposite side; and though he had been scarcely twelve 
months in parliament, and was not yet twenty-three years of 

* On Thursday, the day after lord North had announced his resignation in the 
house of commons, the king sent for lord Shelburne, and offered to appoint him 
first lord of -the treasury; but lord Shelburne informed his majesty, that in his 
judgment no one could at present fill that situation except lord Rockingham. Lord 
Shelburne alluded to this circumstance in his speech in the house of lords, on the 
nth of the following July, when he lamented the death of lord Rockingham.. 
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age, he answered, their arguments and objections with the 
readiness arid exactness of the most experienced debater, and 
in a style of oratory, so dignified and brilliant, that at this 
early dawn he was compared to his illustrious" father in his 
meridian splendor. The immediate subjects of these motions 
were, the impolicy of continuing the American war, the con- 
duct of the board of admiralty, the internal situation of the 
country, the Avant of foreign alliances, and various other points 
brought forward to prove, that ministers were no longer entitled 
to the confidence of the house. The discussion :of these com- 
prehensive and important subjects afforded Mr. Pitt an oppor- 
tunity of declaring his political principles, and his general 
ideas of the British constitution, and of displaying a force 
of eloquence, and a furid of knoAvledge, Avhich called forth, 
as we have seen, the highest commendations, not only from 
his friends, and those of his oAvn party, but also from persons 
perfectly unconnected Avitli him, and Avho differed very vridely 
from him in sentiments and in conduct. He gave, irideed such 
decisive proof of his possessing very extraordinary talents, 
that the new ministers, in forming their aiTangements, offered 
him several situations *, arid among others a vice-treasiirership 
of Ireland, an office of' considerable rank and emolument, 
which, it was thought, would be the more acceptable to him, 
as it had been formerly held by his father; but he resolutely 
declined this and every other offer, prefemng his profession 
of the laAv to any official connexion with an administration, 

* These offers were made through lord Shelburne, Mr. Pitt having very little 
acquaintance with lord Rockingham or any of his party. 
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and several other members concurring in that opinion, the 
house adjourned to Monday, to give time for making the new 
arrangements. 

In a few days an administration was formed consisting of the 
marquis of Rockingham first lord of the treasuiy the earl of 
Shelburne and Mr. Fox secretaries of state, admiral Keppel 
(created viscount Keppel) first lord of the admiralty, lord John 
Cavendish chancellor of the exchequer, lord Camden president 
of the council, the duke of Grafton lord privy seal, general 
Conway commander in chief, Mr. Dunning (created lord 
Ashburton) chancellor of the duchy of Lancaster, and ^ 
Thurlow, who continued lord chancellor. 
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age, he answered their arguments and objections with the 
readiness arid exactness of the most experienced debater^ and 
in a style of oratory, so dignified and brilliant, that at this 
early dawn he was conipared to his illustrious' father in his 
meridian splendor. The immediate subjects of these motions 
were, the impolicy of continuing the American war, the con- 
duct of the board of admiralty, the internal situation of the 
country, the want of foreign alliances, and various other points 
brought forward to prove, that ministers were no longer entitled 
to the confidence of the house. The discussion :of these com- 
prehensive and important subjects afforded Mr. Pitt an oppor- 
tunity of declaring his political principles, and his general 
ideas of the British constitution, and of displaying a force 
of eloquence, and a fund of knowledge, wliicli called forth, 
as we have seen, the highest commendations, not only from 
his friends, arid those of his o^vn party, but also from persons 
perfectly unconnected with him, and who difi’ered vcr}' widely 
from him in sentiments and in conduct. He gave indeed such 
decisive proof of his possessing very extraordinary' talents, 
that the new ministers, in fonning their arrangements, offered 
him several situations'*, and among others a vice-treasurership 
of Ireland, an office of considerable rank and emolument, 
which, it was thought, would be the more acceptable to him, 
as it had been fonrierly held by his father; but ho resolutely 
declined this and every other offer, preferring his profession 
of the law to any ofRcial connexion with an administration, 


^ These offers were made Uirough lord Shelburne, .Mr. Pitt Iiaving ven* little 
acquaintance mth lord Rockingham or any of his party. ^ 
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of whicli he did.nofc fo^;m a,pai;l~he had indeed determined, 
as he soon afterwards declai;ed publicly, never to accept any 
subordinate office, , meaning an office, which did not entitle 
him to a seat in the cabinet. .This determination did not pro- 
ceed from, any oyerweening self-opinion, or reprehensible ambi- 
tion, but from an unwillingness to be, considered as pledged to 
measures, in framing which lie had no concern. 

As a private member he was regular in his attendance upon 
the house of , commons, and gave his. general support to the 
measures, of. government. . . 

It being thought desirable to ascertain the expences of the 
American war, and of the war 'with the European powers con- 
sequent upon it, and also what part of them still remained to 
be provided for, a committee of 15 persons was appointed 
by the house of commons, on the 2nd of May, to enquire into 
and report to the house, the amount of the expences of the 
navy,, army, and ordnance, of the sums borrowed, and of, the 
annual produce of the taxes imposed,, for the pajnnmt . of 
interest upon, loans, from .the oth .of , January, 1776 to April 5, 
1782 ; together with the state of the public debts, both funded 
and unfunded,j at the beginning, of eveiy year .of the above 
period., jN'Ir. Pitt was chosen a member of this committee by 
a great.mqjofrty.of votes, but did not take an active part in 
preparing its report, .being at this time engaged in ;professipnal 
attendme^ in Al^estminster Hall. . 

* Mr. Pitt had 247 votes, .annno .other person had more than 165, except 
Mr. Thomas Pitt, who proposed the, committee and had 249 votes. . 
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DtJRiNG tHe adminikl'ation of lord North; many of liis prin- 
cipal opponents had complained, that the people of England ^ 
were very imperfectly represented in the house of commons, 
and 'associations were formed in different parts of the king- 
dom, for the purpose of obtaining what was' ' called a refonn 
of parliament*. "'It was urged, that tile counties sent a very 
inadequate' number of members, and that' many very 'small 
boroughs had each two representatives;' 'in most cases chosen 
through the’ 'influence of*'some‘ peer "er' ’person df large pro- 
perty, 'bf by means' cbriTipt and disgraceful, while some of the 
most populous and 'important towns had no representative. 
All this was 'said to 'be 'a gross departure from the original 
principles of the 'constitution, and as calling aloud for correc- 
tion. The' present was thbught a favorable time for bringing 
this questibn before the legislature, and a general .nieefing of 
the friends of parliamentary reform waS held' at the "house of 
the duke of Richmond, in'Londbn,' at'which 'it was determined, 
tliat’a motibh Up bn the subject should be 'immediately sub- 
mitted to the house of commons. Mr. Pitt Was fixed upon as 
the fittest person to make this motion; and the selection bf 
him for the’ cbnduct' of a business, which had excited ‘an eager 
anxiety both in and but of pailiament, and 'whicTi from ita 
delicacy and importance required no o'fdinafy qualifications, 
is another proof of the high opinion, which was already enter- 
tained of bis judgment and abilities. 

On the 7th bf May, after the call of the Kbusb had' tkken 
place; '(which Was appointed for’ that day, in order ' to secure 

These' associations began in 1779. 
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a full attendance,) Mr. ?itt brought forward this interesting 
^ question, in a speech of considerable length. Having apolo- 
gized for undertaking a task, which required so much greater 
ability and experience than he possessed, he proceeded to 
observe,' that the inadequate representation of the people in 
parliament had long engaged the; attention of the public, and 
that men the most enlightened had maintained the necessity 
of a calm revision of; the principles , of the constitution, and 
of a moderate and substantial reform of those defects, which 
had gi'adually and imperceptibly stolen in to deface, and now 
at last threatened to destroy, the most beautiful ! fabric of 
government in the world. He particularly mentioned his 
father, who was not apt to indulge vague and chimerical 
speculations, inconsistent with practice and expediency, ! as 
a decided friend, to parliamentary reform; and upon these 
authorities he entreated gentlemen not to be deteiTed from 
attempting to remove the acknowledged abuses of the consti- 
tution, by a fear of injuring what they so much and so deserv- 
edly loved and revered: they ought rather to be. anxious to 
apply, a timely remedy, lest this nation, with the best capaci- 
ties for grandeur and happiness of any on the face of the 
earth, should be confounded with the. mass of, those, .whose 
liberties were subverted and lost. He spoke with great severity 
of the corrupt influence which caused a perseverance in the 
American war, contrary to the sense of the people ; and 
after commending in terms equally strong, the honorable and 
patriotic manner in which the king's government was now 
conducted, he called upon the house to seize the favorable 
opportunity of restoring the purity of election. He contended 
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that the present state of the . house of commons Avas totally 
different from its orio-inal construction ; and that as. there 

V. - • O 

ceased to, be. the connexion designed by our ancestors between 
the representatives and tlieir constituents, to correct that abuse 
Avould be, not an innovation, but a recoV^ery of the constitu- 
tion. He did not at that time mean to discuss what Avould be 
the best species of reform; but only to. propose the appoint- 
ment of a committee for the purpose of investigating the 
subject, and reporting their opinion of the plan Avhich ought 
to be adopted, and of the most proper method of carrying it 
into execution. -He stated some facts and circumstances to 
prove, that members Avei'e chosen by boroughs, Avhich had no 
one quality of representation, no population, no trade, no 
share in the general interests of the country, no stake to 
entitle them to that distinction, but Avere either under the 
command of the treasury, or of some great and powerful 
individual; or else the electors sold their Amtes to such per- 
sons as Avould purchase them at the highest price : it was Avell 
knoAvn, he said, that by means of such boroughs the nabob 
of Afcot had seA’^en or eight members in the house of com- 
mons; which led him to argue upon the impropriety and 
danger of a foreign influence being alloAved to creep into our 
national councils. The corruption, of Avhich he complained, 
was the naturaf effect of the Avide limits of our empire, and of 
the broad and great scale upon which its operations Avere con^ 
ducted: “ it had groAvn Avith our groAVth, and strengthened 
Avith our strength;” but unhappily it had not decayed Av^ith our 
decay, nor diminished AAUth our decrease : it still existed in its 
full force, and had supported a late administration against all 
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the consequences of a mischievous system and a dismembered 
^ empire. I'o prevent, tlie recurrence and- extension of this evil, 
he was anxious to cslabli.sli a more solid and equal representa- 
tion, by reviving the true constitutional connexion between 
parliament and the people ; and therefore he moved, “ That 
a committee be appointed to examine into the present state of 
the represcntJilion of the commons of Great Britain in parlia- 
ment, to report the same to the house, and likewise wlitit steps 
in their opinion it may be proper for parliament to take con- 
cerning ihe samei” Mr. Sawbridge, in seconding tlie motion, 
spoke of Mr. Pitt’s .speech, as di.splaying “ that great and 
astonishing ability, for which he Avas so justly distinguished^i” 
The motion,' hoAveVer, although' 'supported by Mr. Fox and 
several other persons in officcj was lost bj'’ a majority of 20, 
the numbers being I 6 I and 141. 

It is not- to be inferred from this' majority, that ho defect 
was> supposed to exist in ihe present cortstruction' of the house 
of commons; and ho departure’ to have taken place' from the 

* Mr. Fo.x, in addressing the electors of Westminster on the 17th of July in 
this year, said, “ A motion for parliamentary reform was made in the house of 
commons, hy a young man of the most signal abilities, and whose public conduct 
had- so entirely concurred uith your omr sentiments ' and wishes, that you e.x- 
pressed a desire for him to become one of your representatives in parliament. 
The honorable author of this motion (I mean Mr. William Pitt,) supported it in 
tire house with all that ability, which characterizes him, and with all that firm- 
ness, integrity, and dignity, which; I believe, to be no less in the nuniber of 
his excellencies.” It is to be observed, that this declaration was made after 
Mr. Fox had resigned the seals as secretary of state, and after Mr. Pitt was 
appointed chancellor of the exchequer ; that is, after the little connexion, which 
had subsisted between Mr. Fox and Mr. Pitt, had ceased ; and on that account 
it may be ■cohsidefed tis mbre' honorable to both. 
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original plan of representation.- '.riic groniicl on which illie 
motion Avas opposed was this, that it may he wiser to submit 
to certain deviations and irrcguhirltics in an established form 
of government, rather than, by attempting to correct them, 
to hazard the safety of the whole fabric. A pnictice may 
indeed prevail, utterly indefensible in theory, and irreconcile- 
able with the design of the framers of a political institution, 
and yet, from the changes, to which time sul)jects every com- 
munity,, may not be mischievous in its nature, and may even 
be productive of beneficial effects. It is, for instance, a prin- 
ciple of our house of commons, that its members should be 
chosen by the unbiassed voles of their constituents. But the 
fact is, that a considerable number of the members arc chosen 
through the influence of persons, who from private conne.xions 
or various other causes happen to have weight with the voters ; 
and that seats in parliament, to a certain e.xtent, arc obtained 
through pecuniar}' means, as Avas acknoAvledgcd AvitJiout scruple 
in the debate upon i\Ir. Pitt’s motion. 'J'his, it Avill be admitted 
on all hands, Avas never in the contemplation of our ancestors, 
but still no material harm seems likely to result from it, Avliile 
confined to its present bounds, and perhaps upon the A\dioIe 
tlie good may preponderate. The tAA'o things chiefly to be 
desired in the house of commons are, that it should be open, 
first, to persons of extensive property of CAmry species, . Avdio 
from their large stake in the country Avill be most studious 
to consult and provide for its real interests ; and secondly, to 
men, avIio by possessing superior talents Avill be best able 
to promote the Avelfare, and raise the glory, of the nation. 
Members of the former description, AAho have been truly 
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independent, and of tlie latter, who have been highly distin- 
^ guished, have been introduced into parliament, by means of 
what are called close and rotten boroughs, among whom may 
be reckoned lord Chatham, lord North, Mr. Eox, and Mr. Pitt. 
View the, question in another light : it is the duty of the house 
of commons, both to direct the concerns of the kingdom at 
large, and to watch over and protect the particular interests 
of all those various classes of persons, of which the community 
consists ; and the present diversity of the elective franchise 
affords an opportunity to men of all the liberal professions 
and respectable situations in life to become members of the 
house of commons ; men of landed property, monied men, 
iherchants, bankers, officers in the army and navy, lawyers, 
civilians, diplomatists, and those who from consciousness of 
ability are ambitious to serve their king and country, iii some 
politick department. Hence, not only every order in society 
has its guardians in the great council of the nation to prevent 
any partially oppressive or injurious measure, but the house 
of commons has among its members persons, who can, from 
their own knowledge and experience, give information upon 
any point under deliberation, and suggest proposals upon sub- 
jects to which they have directed, their attention, and in which 
the public good may be , concerned. This great variety of 
characters, in the members, is of itself attended with important 
advantages ; and were they entirely of principally chosen from 
any single description of men, the worst consequences must 
inevitably ensue. Whatever defects, therefore, there may be 
in the present system of representation, and hoAvever short it 
may fall of ideal perfection, it seems no wonder, that the 
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Iioiise of commons as no\v elected should have been considered 
well calculated for all the practical purposes of one branch of 
a fi-ee government : and that it should have been decided, that 
there was no benefit in view sufficient to justify the risque, 
which must have been incurred by any alteration. 

On the 17lh of Ma 5 % Mr. Pitt supported a motion of Mr. 
Sawbridge, for leave to bring in a bill to shorten the duration 
of parliaments, upon the ground, that long parliaments were 
one source of undue influence. Mr. Fox also supported the 
motion, but it Avas lost b}^ a majority of 149 to 61. 

After the neAv ministers came into oflice, there were several 
debates, relative to the state of Ireland, and on the 11th of June 
Mr. Fox introduced a bill for repealing tlie 6 Geo. 1. The 
object of this bill Avas, to renounce, on the part of this country, 
all legislatwe and judicial authority OA'^er Ireland ; and it passed 
Avithout any division in either house. Mr. Pitt approved the 
measm’e, but took no part in any, of these debates on the 
subject of Ireland. 

. On the ipth of June, Mr. Pitt warmly and ably supported 
a bill introduced by lord Mahon, for preventing bribery and 
expence at the election of members, to serve in parliament, in 
opposition to Mr. Poaa^s and Mr. Baker, Iavo county members, 
Avithwhom at this time he generally acted. It astonished hini, 
he said, to hear gentlemen avow hostility to the principle of 
a bill, Avhich in his opinion Avas highly constitutional. It had 
been called an innovation; It Avas no innovation. It referred 
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merely to the mode of conducting a very constitutional busi- 
, nes^, a mode which had contimially varied with the times, 
a inode which had admitted of the greatest abuses. The 
regulation of this was ho ‘ innovation, but. ari restoration ' of 
the constitution. - There ^^was,: indeed, nothing in the bill, 
which did not meet his fullest approbation. It was calculated 
to revive a number -of very useful laws, which, from the 
relaxation of morals, had .become almost obsblete. He went 
through a vast variety of topics, with such a masterly concep- 
tion of. the. subject, f with so .much, readihess and precision, 
and with a dignity : and correctness, of - language so singular 
and so animated, that the house was most powerfully im*- 
pressed. -He was answered by Mr. Fox, who, after highly 
complimenting the preceding speaker, combated all his argu- 
ments .with his usual ability and address. ; He denied .that the 
principles of the bill had been .fairly stated hy his honorable 
friend (Mr. Pitt.) This poiht he labored; with infinite ‘ "dex- 
terity andr; spirit’. He mshed by no means to cpuntenaiice 
abill,' which ‘ carried bn the face of at' a sort of discordance, or 
at least a dissimilarity of sentiment, between candidates und 
voters. He was for cultivating the connexion between the 
elector and 'the" elected, by all possible .expedients.' Why 
should the house endeavor to circumscribe "the very few 
privileges ithe electors of Britain retained’? . "Was it not rather 
their business f to.- give them-, every assistance for extending 
their i franchises ? And . nothing , could - possibly enhance, f he 
natural; independence ■ of English electors more ■ than the 
power, upon’ iah': occasion of elections, .bf obliging, their 
friends, or preferring to 'the highest, honor of the 'country 
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tliose, who, in llieir opinion, might seem most deserving of it. 
He was not fond of recurring to those times, when representa- v 
tives were paid for their trouble bj'- those the}’- represented. 
This house was then of little or no weight in the government 
of the country*. And those arguments, which referred to 
such antient usages, could be of no other use than to put the 
house of commons in mind of its antient insignificance. He 
said, that nothing, which would injure the cause of popularitj’^, 
had any thing to expect from his support; and whenever the 
honorable gentleman came forward with his ideas of a more 
equal represenlalion, he might depend on his warmest con- 
currence. This was a point on which they could never dis- 
agree. On tlie present bill, however, their opinions did’ not 
meet, and he had stated with, great deference the grounds on 
which they diftered. Mr. Pitt said, some explanation was 
necessary, and he was readj^ to give it : no one was more 
willing than he was, to give the right honorable gentleman 
all the credit wliicli his very extraordinary abilities demanded. 
He joined very sincerely in the just applause, which a variety 
. of shining and splendid passages in his speech naturally ex- 
torted from the whole house : he was even more sincere in 
approving those .passages, /because instead of reprobating, 
they actuall}’^ made for, the question before the house. The 
forms of parliament did not permit him, and he had no 
inclination, to follow the right honorable gentleman through 

* It would be well if those, wlw complain of the present state of the house of 
• commons, and urge the necessity of restoring it to its original condition, would 
recollect these observations of Mr. Fox, which are unquestionably founded in 
truth and fact. 

I2 


CHAP. 1. 

1782. 



60 


CHAP. I. 

1782. 


all the extraneous topics he had. introduced into the debate. 
He (Mr. Fox) had stigmatized those times of simplicity and 
purity, which had been mentioned, rather hastity, by ascribing 
to -the insignificance of the house of commons, circumstances, 
which might arise from very different causes, He wished 
much,, that' all those virtues, which constitute the highest 
character of a country gentlernan in this kingdom, had their 
fullest influence; but under that idea, said he, let iis not 
introduce, let us not patronize, let us not plead for, licenti- 
ousness. To the qualities of generosity, of humanity, and of 
hospitality, he would give. every possible degree of credit; 
but never, under that sabred pretence, would connive at the 
madness and tumult, which had rendered the elections in this 
country, for the most part, a mere farce. He returned thanks 
to the house for indulging him thus far, and said, that nothing 
but the warm interest he felt in a very important question 
could have induced him to take this liberty. 

.. I have transcribed these short speeches, as I find them in 
the parliamentary debates, that it might be seen in what 
manner Mr, Pitt and Mr. Fox spoke of each other, when 
arguing upon a question, concerning which they happened to 
differ (the first, I believe, upon which they did differ,) before 
any separation or material disagreement took place between 
them. I must j however, remark, that although: they had 
hitherto acted together in parliament, there had been no 
intimacy or confidential intercourse between them. Mr. Pitt 
prevailed upon this occasion by a majority of one, the numbers 
being 60 and 59; but two days afterwards, when the bill was 
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re-committed, an important clause^, which was supported 
by Mi\ Pitt and opposed by Mr. Fox, being rejected by a 
majority of 26 'f', the bill was withdra’wn. 

On the 25th of June, the attorney general j;, after moving 
resolutions, requiring Mr. Rigby late paymaster of the forces, 
and Mr. Ellis late treasurer of the navy, to lay before the 
house an . account of the sums of money in their hands at the 
time of their quitting their respective offices §, which passed 
.mthout a divisioUj moved for “ leave to. bring in a bill to 
direct the payment into the exchequer, of the respective 
balances remmriing in the hands of Mr. Rigby and Mr. Ellis, 
for the use and benefit of the public this motion, supported 
by Mr. Fox and ,Mr. Pitt, both of whom spoke in the debate, 
and opposed by lord North, was rejected by a majority of 11, 
the numbers being Il6 and 127: this division, which left the 
pew ministers .in a minority, was a proof of the strength of 
the late administration in the house of commons, upon any 
question in. which they or their friends • were personally con- 
cerned, after they had been two months out of office. 

.. Although the present ministers, while in opposition, had 
concurred in censuring and resisting the measures of lord 

* The clause was of a penal nature, relating to the disqualification of the 
candidate in a certain case, 

i" The numbers were 66 and 40. 

% Sir Lloyd Kenyon, afterwards lord Kenyon, and successively master of the 
rolls, and chief justice of the king’s bench. 

§ The attorney general also, proposed a resolution' to make Mr. Kigby and 
Mr. Ellis accountable for the interest of .the balances in their hands, but this 
idea being generally disapproved, the resolution was withdrawn. 
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IsTorth, yet when, they became members of the same cabinet; 
jealdusies soon arose ; and so little cordiality and confidence 
prevailed among them, that even if lord Rockingham had 
lived, a new arrangement must have taken place. Lord 
Rockingham died on the-lst- of July.; and his . majesty was 
pleased to appoint lord Shelburne to succeed him as first lord 
of -the treasury. Mr. Fox and lord John Cavendish immedL 
at'ely resigned their offices^; and a few days afterAvards; 
Mr. Fox stated in' the house of commons j that the cause of 
his resignation Avas a difference of opinion upon some essential 
point's' between him and those aaLo remained; in his majesty’s 
councils. General Comvay, commander in chief, after insinu- 
ating that disappointment m a' contest for poAver Avas the real 
cause of Mr. Fox’s resignation; positively declared, that in 
his judgment there-AA^as no disagreement in the cabinet suffi- 
cient to justify Mr. Fox in AvithdfaAving himself from it ; that 
he saw no symptom of a departure from those principles, 
upon AAdiich the ministers had originally come into office ; and 
that he was' convinced lord Shelburne Arbuld steadily adhere 
to the system of his predecessor. This declaration from one 
of the ministers, made it necessary for Mr. Fox to rise again ; 
and entering into a more full explanation, he acknoAAdedged, 
that the appointment of lord Shelburne to the office of first 
ord pf the treasury, Avas one reason which had induced him to 
retire. He proceeded to express his decided opinion, that the 
duke of Portland ought to have been placed in that situation, 

* Lord Shelburne, in lamenting the resignation of these two members of the 
cabinet, said, that he admired the; one . for his great abilities, and venerated the 
other for his incorruptible integrity. 
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being the fittest person to succeed lord Rockingham as 
head of . that great bodjr of whigs, who had long acted to- 
gether, and Arho had the best, claim to the direction 'of public 
affairs. But Avhile he thus seemed to dictate to the king, he 
admitted his majesty's indisputable right to nominate his OAvn 
minister. . 

The above assertion , of genei’al Comvay, and Mr. Fox's 
avowal of his objection to lord Shelburne's being at the head 
of. the treasury, gave Mr. Pitt; an opportunity of animadvert- 
ing upon Mr. Fox's conduct. He ascribed his resignation to 
, a dislike of men, and not of measures ; to private pique, and 
not to public grounds; and ..he contended, that Mr. Fox, in- 
stead of making a separation among those,, upon whose union 
the salvation of the countr}'’ might depend, ought at least to 
have remained in office, till he had seen, lord Shelburne 
abandoning the principles, upon Avhich he and Mr. Fox and 
his' friend lord Rockingham had 'hitherto, acted, not pnly,,in 
opposing lord 'North’s: administration,’ but as, colleagues in 
office^ and members of the. same cabinet. 

The fact wak, that for the last three .years Mr, Fox, had been 
closely united with the Rockingham partj?^, many .Of ; whom 
Avere persons of high rank, large; propeity, and., unexception- 
able private character, and consequently pf considerable 
weight in the country. To this party Mr. Fox Avas a material 
accession; and by connecting himself with such a powerful 
set of men, he added greatly to his oaaui importance. 'Flie 
ability of the individual, and the r^pectability of the party, 
were mutually advantageous ; arid Mr. Fox might noAv Avith 
reason expect to be the real, though not the, nominal, , head of 



CHAP. I. 

1782. 



64 


CHAP. I. 

1782. 


that “ great body of whigs,” whom he had pronounced to 
have the best claim to the direction of public affairs, and who 
had long been in the habit of treating lord Rockingham with 
great deference, to which, from his unimpeached honor, 
political experience, and the high situation which he had 
filled, he was justly entitled. 

Lord Shelburne having been promoted to the head of the 
treasury, and Mr. Fox and lord John Cavendish having re- 
signed their respective situations, Mr. Thomas Townshend 
and lord Grantham were made secretaries of state, and 
Mr. Pitt chancellor of the exchequer. Thus did Mr. Pitt, . 
when he was little more than . 23 years old, attain the im- 
portant office of finance minister in the . house of commons, 
where, all measures relative to the revenue must originate’; 
and at a time when the pecuniary concerns of the country 
were known to be in a state of the greatest embarrassment, in ‘ 
consequence of a long and expensive war, which rtill con- 
tinued. He did not, like other eminent' statesmen, ’who began 
, their political career in the house: of commons, previously 
pass through some subordinate office -f; nor did he wait till 
that period of life, which had hitherto been considered as 
necessary to mature the judgment, and to qualify even men 
of the most brilliant talents for the higher departments ' of 

* He -was first lord of the treasury froih July 1765 to August 1766. 

This was the case with lord Godolphin, lord Oxford, lord Bolingbroke, sir 
Robert Walpole, Mr. Pelham, lord Chatham, lord North, and Mr. Fox, who 
may be considered as the most eminent statesmen since the revolution. The 
■ only ofiBce indeed which lord Oxford held before he was made secretary of state, 
at the age of 43, was. that of speaker of the house of commons 
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executive government. He was, at once, at this early age, 
placed in a situation, which before had always been filled by 
persons of tried discretion, and long established character, and 
which, from peculiar circumstances, was now attended with 
greater difficulties, than had been encountered by any of his 
predecessors. 
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CHAPTER THE SECOND: 

1782. 

Prorogation of Parliament — Negotiations for Peace — Meeting of Parliament 

Preliminary Articles of Peace — Debates upon them in the House of Commons 

Mr. Pitt resigns — Coalition Administration. 

XMMEDIATELY after Mr. Pitt was appointed chancellor 
of the exchequer, he left Lincoln's Inn, and having taken 
possession of his official house in D owning-street, from that 
moRient devoted his whole time and thoughts to the service of 
his countr}’-. Besides a strict attention to the duties of his 
peculiar office, he omitted no opportunity of becoming 
acquainted with the business of every department of the 
state ; and by his penetration and diligence he soon acquired 
a variety of useful information, both as to foreign and 
domestic politics. The connexion which had subsisted be- 
tween lord Shelburne and lord Chatham, in the latter part of 
lord Chatham's life, naturally led to a considerable degree of 
confidence between lord Shelburne and Mr. Pitt, different as 
their characters were in some important points ; and there 
Avas perhaps at this time no person in the kingdom, from 
Avhose knowledge and experience Mr. Pitt ivould have derived 
greater advantage. 

Parliament ivas prorogued on the 11th of July, and Mr. Pitt 
continued in London and its neighborhood, the Avhole of the 
summer. His lime, Avhen he ivas not detained in town by 
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business, was passed principally with private friends, at his late 
father s house at Hayes, which still remained in the family. 

Towards the end of autumn, after an impartial estimate of 
the support, which government, in the present state of parties, 
might expect to receive in the house of commons, it appeared 
to ministers very desirable, that some additional strength should, 
if possible, be obtained before the meeting of parliament. 
Mr. Pitt, however, positivel}'- objected to, any application being 
made to lord North. He had resolved, from a sense of public 
duty, not to enter into anj'’ political connexion ' with a man, 
whose administration had brought so much disgrace, and 
calamity upon the country, and whose principles he had so 
repeatedly and severely condemned. This determination pro- 
ceeded from no personal dislike to lord North,, with whom he 
had never had any acquaintance or intercourse ; but from 
a conviction, that a change from that system, which had been so 
long pursued, was indispensably necessary to rescue the king- 
dom from the dangers with which it was surrounded. But 
lieither Mr. Pitt nor lord Shelburne saw any reason, why they 
should not act with Mr. Pox. It was therefore agreed,' that an 
offer should be made to him to return to office, for which pur- 
pose Mr. Pitt waited upon him by appointment. .As soon as 
Mr. Pox heard the object of Mr. Pitt’s visit, he asked, whether 
it was intended that lord Shelburne should remain first lord of 
the treasury, to which Mr. Pitt answered in the affirmative. 
IVIr. Pox immediately replied, that it was impossible for him to 
belong to any administration, of which lord Shelburne was, the 
head. Mr. Pitt observed, that if that was his determination, if 
would be useless for him to enter into any farther discussion, 
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“ ns liodicl no! roino to bnlrnj' lord Sliolhurno;” ;ind lie took his 
Ieav(‘. ’rids was. I iioliovc. (lu* last (iino i\Ir. Aras in 
a private room with Mr. I'ox ; and IVom this ptn-iod may be dated 
that political hostility, which continued thnmgh the remainder 
of their lives. 


i\Ir. Fox, while in opposition, had repeatedly asserted, that 
])eace might l.)c easily (jbtained by any minister, except lord 
Korih : and as soon as he was appointed secretary of slate, he 
made application to the States CJeneral, through the Russian 
minister at the Hague, to induce them to consent to a separate 
peace ; but this jiroposal was rejeclefl witli disdain. He then 
sent Mr. Thomas Cirenvilh! to Paris, to open a negotiation for 
a general peace, but scarcely any steps were taken in this irn])or- 
tant business, when i^lr. I’ox re.signed the seals. ^Ir. Grenville 
was, at his own desire, immediately recalled; and lord Shelburne 
renewed the attempt, through ^Ir. Fitzherbert^, with France, 
Spain, and Holland; and through Mr. Oswald, with America 
Tlie rcsiiU was, that, at the meeting of parliament, on the .5th 
of December, the king, in his speech from the throne, announced, 
that provisional articles of peace Avith the American colonics 
Avere actually agreed upon, to take clVcct Avhenever terms of 
peace should be finally settled with the court of France ; and 
that negotiations for peace Avith all the belligerent poAvers of 
li^urope, Averc so considerably advanced, as to afford reason to 
hope and believe, that they Avould soon be brought to a favorable 
conclusion. Rlie motion for an address to his majesty, thanking 
him for his speech from the throne, and expressing satisfaction 

^ Aftenvartls lord St. Helen’s. 
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at the progress made for a general pacification, was carried 
unanimously in both houses. 

When the address was reported to the house of commons, on 
the following day, Mr. Burke exerted all his great powers of 
%vit and eloquence, to turn the king^s ■ speech into ridicule ; 
commenting upon many of its expressions in a vein of sarcastic 
humor, which kept the house for some time in constant 
laughter. He accused lord Shelburne of “ duplicity and delu- 
sion but of Mr. Pitt’s “ virtue, integrity, and honor,” he 
repeatedly spoke in terms of the highest commendation. 
Mr. Pitt reproved the levity of this veteran orator, in a grave 
and dignified strain, which at once marked his readiness at 
reply, and his correct sense of propriety and decorum. He said, 
that the present was a moment for seriousness, and not for mirth. 
Tlie gay flowers of a brilliant and exuberant fancy were proper, 
for their season — the hours of recreation and , conviviality. He 
should be happy to share in the delights of that fertile imagina- 
tion, which had so long been the wonder and the pleasure of 
the house ; but he could not indulge himself in admiring “the 
beautiful motes which people the sunbeam,” when his mind was 
occupied with objects so serious and important as those then 
before the house ; nor could he do otherwise than condemn the 
indiscretion of that wit, which so unseasonably ran away with 
the good sense and sober judgment of the honorable gentleman. 
It was only in circles of amusement that it became men to give 
a loose to their imagination, and abstract their minds from all 
business and reflexion. He rose, therefore, to bring back the 
house to sobriety and seriousness ; and to tell them, that this 
was neither a fit time, nor the present a proper subject, for the. 
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.CHAP. n. .exhibition of a gaudy fancy, or the wanton blandishments of 
. theatrical enchantment ; it was . their duty to break the 

magician's wand, to dispel the cloud, beautiful as it was, which 
had been thrown over their heads, and to consider solemnlj'' 
and gravely the very perilous situation of the country ; and by 
the force, of their united wisdom, abilities, and experience, 
endeavor to extricate the nation from its difficulties, by the 
restoration of an honorable peace. The honorable gentleman 
had paid him many compliments, which he was soriy he could 
neither accept, nor thank him for, as they were accompanied 
with animadversions of such a nature, that only the elegance 
of the honorable gentleman's genius could save them from 
being ridiculous. All such playful exercises of the honorable 
gentleman’s talent for the gay and ludicrous, he should treat 
with neglect ; and all complirnents paid to him in such a style, 
he should never think himself bound to acknowledge. That 
the honorable gentleman's character of the speech from the 
throne, would be admitted by the house, he could not believe ; 
because he could not believe, that they Avould consent to call 
that speech “ a farrago of hypocrisies and absurdities," which 
they had unanimously approved, and for which they had, 
without a single dissentient voice, agreed to present his majesty 
with an address of thanks. That his ma-jesty's serious admonitions 
to his parliament should be branded with such epithets ; that 
his feelings on so affecting a subject as the dismemberment of 
his empire, should be outraged ; that his speech, delivered with 
all the sacredness of royalty, should be charged with mockery, 
hypocrisy, and even profaneness, were things which he, did not 
expect to hear ; and which nothing could excuse, but the 
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circumstance of their being tlie overflowings of a mind, the 
richness of Avhose wit was unclieckcd for the time bj’-ils wisdom. 
Mr. Pitt then inade some observations upon the few arguments 
which .j\rr. Burke had advanced ; and concluded by saying, 
“ the serious part of wlial. has fallen from the honorable gentle- 
man, I consider as illogical and unfounded ; the trifling part, as 
the redundancy of an over-luxuriant imagination, which, in the 
hour of cool reflexion, the honorable gentleman, I am con- 
vinced, vill confess to have been ill-timed and improper*." 

The report of the address was received without an}' division. 
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The king having, in his speech from the throne, acquainted 
parliament, that he had oflered in the treaty of peace to 
declare the American colonies free and independent states, 
which he found to be indispensable to the attainment of an 
enthe and cordial reconciliation, the duke of Richmond, in 
the debate upon the address in the house of lords, asserted, 
that the independence of the American stales -was noAV full}'’ 
and irrevocably recognized by this country, whatever might 
be the result of the present negotiation Avith France. But, 
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independence of America unconditionally, so that if the 
, negotiation then carrying forward for a general peace should 
not be brought to a speedy , determination, the provisional 
articles would still remain in force and whenever we should 
have a peace with the European powers, that agreement would 
be finally ratified ? To this question, Mr. Townsheiid, Mr. Pitt, 
and general Conway, the only three ministers in the house of 
commons, concurred in answering, that the clear, indisputable 
meaning of the provisional agreement made with the American 
commissioners, was, the unconditional, unqualified recognition 
of the independence of the colonies. This subject was re- 
newed in' several subsequent debates, and gave rise to some 
severe animadversions upon lord Shelburne, who was repre- 
sented as having delivered sentiments inconsistent with those 
of his colleagues, and as intending to deceive both them and 
the public. . ' 

On the 11th of December, the day fixed for voting the 
army estimates, Mr. Burke compared his majesty's ministers, 
in thus holding a double language, to the serpent which 
naturalists describe to have two heads ; and he desired to be 
informed upon which of the many opinions, entertained in 
the country respecting American independence, the provi- 
sional articles were built. Mr. Pitt, confoimably to what he 
had said upon the former occasion, assured him, that the pro- 
visional articles acknowledged the independence of America 
substantially and conclusively ; and that the recognition could 
not be revoked, even if the' present treaty with the European 
powers should not succeed. The debate was continued, and 
in the course of it, Mr. Courtenay said, that gentlemen had 
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taken notice of the contradictoiy language of his majesty chap.ii. 
ministers, and had expressed their apprehensions, that from . 

the assertion of a noble lord in another house, there was 
delusion in the provisional agreement. For his part, this 
contrariety of sentiment and explanation only furnished him 
with a new proof of the talents of tlie noble lord in question, 
who was exceedingly Avell skilled and adroit in the dissemina-. 
tion of discordant opinions, for the sake of unanimit3^ As 
two negatives produce in rhetoric an affirmative, the noble 
lord in his casuistical policy knew, that two opinions,' of an 
exactly conlraiy tendency, were likelj’- to convince men of 
different . principles, and to bring them over to his way of 
thinking. For instance, there was one set of men, who 
thought, we should not grant independence to America, without 
a compensation, such as procuring a general peace. To. these 
men, therefore, the noble lord declared, that the pi-ovisional 
articles contained only an offer of independence, which might 
be recalled in certain circumstances ; and by this explanation 
he brought over all such men to his side. There was another 
set of men, who thought, that it would be magnanimous and 
good polic}’’ in this nation, to acknowledge the independence 
of America, in the first instance, absolutely and irrevocably : 
to meet the ideas of these men, the noble lord's colleagues in 
this house came forward and declared, that the provisional 
agreement did this fully and finally ; and these gentlemen were 
also brought over. “ This," said Mr. Courtenay, “ is wliat I call 
disseminating contradictory opinions for the sake of unani- 
mity. I have, however, and so indeed has every, man, an 
implicit confidence in the chancellor of the exchequer. The 
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CHAP. H. explanation which he has given of ’the'provisiohal afticlesj'will 
. certainly have its proper weight in the house; and the; noble 
earl, of whom’ I have spoken, has unquestionably shewn his 
genius and judgment in procuring the aid of the right 
honorable gentleman ''in his administration. He has placed 
him in the. cabinet, for the wisest of purposes. There is 
a kind of magic in the name and lineage of a Pitt, which the 
earl of Shelburne knew must have its influence in the nation. 
The noble earl is‘ a^ great philosopher, and' he has been taught, 
probably by Dr. Priestley, that the best method of purifying- 
foul and corrupted air is by the introduction' of a young 
vegetable ; and he no doubt knows, from experiment, that 'an 
exhausted animal' will live much longer, and a candle burn 
brighter, in . dephlogisticated air, than in any other." In 
a subsequent part of the same debate, Mr. Fox observed, that 
the ingenious ■ opinion advanced by Mr. Courtenay, was ex-^ 
ceedingly expressive of lord Shelburne's character. It was 
very true, that he acted so ' much in a style of duplicity-and 
art, that his; language would 'bear any construction, which 
either he or his ' friends* might choose to put upon it. He 
believed, that no man knew better how to accommodate him- 
self to the opinions of mankind, or how to frame his measures, 
so that they might look; every possible way, and bear every 
possible -explanation. It was, therefore,’ very evident and 
clear to him, that if lord Shelburne could, in the first instance, 
cajole his colleagues in office to consent to the provisional 
agreement, ■ under ■ the persuasion, that they thought it was 
a complete and irrevocable recognition of the independence 
of America, he would concede every thing to' bring Over those 



gentlemen to Ins purpose ; unci having succecclccl thus far, he 
would then accoinmoclntc himself to the temper of the other 
set of men, and b}’ these discordant means be able to produce 
unanimity, lie approved what had fallen from Mr. Powys, 
who had termed the ministers of that house hostages for the 
ratification of the provisional trcat\% agreeably to their avowed 
construction of it. He would, lie- declared, be content, in 
the marked phraseology of Iris worthy and respectable friend, 
(sir George Savile,) to acce))t of personal security, that the 
construction put upon the provisional treaty should be en- 
forced ; and therefore he would follow the e.vample of 
Mr. Powys, and consider the three right honorable, gentle- 
men as hostages for the due performance of what they had 
solemnly declared was the true meaning of the treaty. 

]\rr. Fox, however, would not allow the matter to rest here : 
he contended that parliament ought to have an ojiportunit}’’ of 
forming their own judgment upon so important a point as the 
recognition of 7\merican independence ; and therefore, on the 
18th of December, he moved, “ That an humble address be 
presented to his'majest}^ that he will be graciously pleased to 
give directions, that there be laid before this house, such parts 
of the provisional articles- agreed upon between his majesty’s 
commissioners and the commissioners of the United States of 
America, as relate to the recognition of the independency of 
the' said states.’’ This -motion was resisted b3''the ministers, and 
also hy lord North and his friends, and upon a division, it was 
rejected by 219 to 46 . 

There was no other material debate before the Christmas 
recess, but upon everj'- occasion Mr. Fox and' his party used their 
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utmost endeavors, by insinuation and open attack, to lower the 
j character of lord Shelburne. He was accused of duplicity and 
insincerity ; and it was even asserted, that, no credit was due 
to the declarations in his. majesty's speech,: which is always 
considered as the speech of the minister,, relative to the in- 
dependence of America, and the progress made ^ towards 
a general pacification. These reflections, and accusations, urged 
repeatedly and confidently, in all the variety and with; all the 
•art, which Avitvand ingenuity could suggest, and apparently 
.supported by the different constructions put upon the provisional 
articles by his lordship and the other ministers, had certainly 
considerable effect both in and out of parliament, although it 
Avould have been- difficult to point out any action in lor.d 
Shelburne's, public life, which Avould have justified this suspicion 
and , distrust. The conduct of the business of government in the 
house of commons, Avas nominally in the hands of Mr. secretary 
-ToAvnshend, but it was Mr, Pitt Avho took the prominent part 
,in every debate ; and though he had to contend Avith the expe- 
rience and talents of Mr. Burke, Mr.Eox, and Mr. Sheridan, he 
.was always prepared to repel their attacks, hoAvever unexpected, 

. and to Avhatever point they Avere directed ; never failing, even in 
this early period of his parliamentary career, to prove himself 
more than equal to the most poAverful of his opponents. 

Tho.ugh the repeal of the 6 Geo. 1, in the last session, was 
intended and considered as a renunciation of all legislative 
and judicial authority, in Great Britain over Ireland, yet the 
-English court of, king's bench thought it incumbent upon them 
to decide an Irish cause of appeal, which had been previously 
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depending in that court. 'I1ic conduct of tlic king’s bench in 
proceeding to this decision, \vas universally approved in 
England ; but in Ireland it excited so much jealousy and 
dissatisfaction, that ministers judged it expedient, immediately 
after the Christmas recess, to bring a bill into the English 
house of commons, expressly enacting, that the people of 
Ireland should in future be bound only by laws passed in the 
parliament of that kingdom; and that no writ of error 
or appeal should hereafter be received from the courts of. hnv 
or equity in Ireland by the courts in England, 'riicrc was 
no division upon this bill in any of its stages, in cither house 
of parliament. 

The preliminary articles of peace with France and Spain 
were signed at Paris, on the 20lh of January 17B3 ; and on the 
27th, copies of them and of the provisional articles with 
America, were laid before both houses of parliament . IMr.secre- 
taryTownshend had previousl3Jnfornied the house of commons, 
that no preliminary articles between this count.iy . and the 
• United States of Holland, were at present, signed, but that 
a cessation of hostilities had been agreed upon. . 

It was thought right to allow time for examining the terms 
of the several treaties, before they were discussed in par- 
liament ; and in this interval, Mr. Pitt brought another subject 
under the consideration . of the house of commons. From his 
first entrance into parliament, he had professed himself a friend 
to economical reform; and since he. had been chancellor of 
the exchequer, he had diligently inquired into the constitution 
of the public offices, and the manner in which business was 
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transacted in them, with a view; to diminish the.' rexpence of 
, those establishments;: . Having found a great t variety of circum- 
stances in almost every depaatment, which required correction, 
on the cloth of Eebruaryv after.afew introductory observations, 
he’moved, first, “ for leave to bring in; a bill for preventing 
abusesi, and iibstablishing .certain' regulations,'; in the. several 
offices of ihe treasury, admiralty, ordnance; excise, and stamps, 
and in several other offices to be therein mentioned.” idle then 
proceeded to say; that ‘there was another office engaged in the 
collection of the public revenue, which he thought of sufficient 
magnitude to be considered in a separate bid ; he' meant* the 
board of customs, where, from the want of proper power to 
check their increase, bad habits had groAvn into practice, and 
the. fees of clerks and various persons employed, had been 
raised and multiplied in an arbitrary way, .and to an exorbitant 
degree. Another point;to which the bill would be applied, was, 
the cannullingi the - patents, .under which various * places were 
held as'^mere; sinecures,, by persons; who were; not under the 
control of * the commissioners, cand whose deputies were guilty 
of" ; innumerable exactions' and impositions. These patent 
places were fruitful- only of lubuse, ' . neither facilitating the 
business of the office, nor contributing to the accommodation 
of the public; but, on ;the other, hand,- they operated, in 
a manner; very wexatious to the merchants,, and detrimental to 
the revenue.- .He proposed to limit all . fees, perquisites, and 
salaries, ';to certain definite sums,; dn eveiy department of the 
custom-house;, to ; abolish all .useless patent offices,.making 
a suitable compensation bodi to the: present possessors, and 
tothoseuwho hadan interest in any reversion ;. and to introduce 
regulations; and to give, powers; for - simplifying the present 
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intricate forms of office, and for expediting the transaction of chap. n. 
business in this, important branch of the public revenue : he 
according!}' moved, secondly, for leave to bring in a bill for 
these purposes. ' To convince the house of the necessity for 
this bill, he moved,- thirdl}*, for a list of all the established 
officers of the customs in England and Scotland, with their 
respective salaries. Fourthly, for an account of all the fees, 
perquisites, and salaries, received by patent officers of the 
customs in England and Scotland, together with the payments 
to their deputies, and any other charges to which they might 
be liable : and fifthly,- for a similar account respecting officers 
who held their situations otherwise than by patent. ‘ Mr. Pitt 
was induced to extend his views to Scotland, on the suggestion 
of Mi’i Dempster, who said, that there was as much reason in 
Scotland, as in England, to complain of the fees and perquisites 
paid to custom-house officers, and of the delays and incon- 
veniences to which merchants and traders were subject. All 
these motions passed unanimousl}’', and with strong marks of 
approbation. ; 

As the time approached for discussing the treaties, it was 
obvious to every one, that the continuance of ministers in 
office must depend upon the opinion which parliament might 
express respecting the terms of the peace; and the general 
expectation was fixed upon the part, which the two great 
leaders, lord North and Mr. Fox,would take upon that question. 

Lord North was fully aware of Mr. Pitt’s positive determination 
to have no political. connexion with him; and he could not but 
know, that a perfectly good understanding subsisted between 
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CHAP. n. lord Shelburne and Mr. Pitt : he must, therefore, have been 
1783- convinced, that any- union between himself and the present 
ministers, was utterly impracticable. Mr.' Fox, on his part, 
had resolved, not to take office while lord Shelburne was first 
lord of the treasury. Under these circumstances; lord North 
arid Mr. Pox had a common interest in the removal of minis- 
ters ; and the present appeared a favorable opportunity for 
effecting that purpose. Their sentiments were sounded by 
means of common friends, through whose intervention they 
pledged themselves to each other,’ to oppose any motion which 
might be made for approving the terms of the peace. ' Nothing 
farther was settled between them at this time. Future measures 
were to depend upon the result of their first co-operation. 

The 17th of Pebruary having been fixed for taking the 
treaties into consideration; Mr. Thomas Pitt'^ on that day 
moved, “ That an humble address be presented to his majesty, 
to' return his majesty the thanks of this house for his gracious 
condescension in ordering the preliminary and provisional 
krticles of the several treaties, which his majesty had concluded, 
to be laid before them, and to assure his majesty, that they had 
considered them with that attention which so important a sub- 
ject required : to express their satisfaction, that his majesty 
had, in consequence of the powers entrusted to him, laid the 
foundation,- by the provisional articles with the states of North 
America, for a treaty of peace, which they trusted would ensure 
perfect reconciliation arid friendship between both countries ; 
and that in this confidence thej’^ presumed to express their just 
expectations, that the several states of North America would 

* Aftenvards lord Camelfdrd. 



carry into eflectual and satisfactory execution those measures, 
■whicli the congress was so solemnly bound by the treaty to 
recommend, in favor of such persons as had suffered for the 
part they had taken in the war, and that they should consider 
this circumstance as the surest indication of returning friend- 
ship : To acknowledge their due sense of that wise and paternal 
regard for the happiness of his subjects, which induced his 
majesty to deliver them from a burdensome and expensive 
war ; and to assure his majesty, they shall encourage every 
exertion of his subjects of Great Britain and Ireland in the 
improvement of those resources, which shall lend to the aug- 
mentation of the public strength, and the prosperity of liis 
dominions,” 

As soon as j\Ir. ^Vilberforce had seconded this motion, lord 
John Cavendish rose and slated, that although there appeared 
some grounds of objection to the terms of the peace, the house 
was not at present competent to decide, whether, upon 
the whole, they deserved approbation or disapprobation ; 
especially, since the treaty with Holland was not yet concluded ; 
and therefore, after urging the propriety of not hastily pro- 
nouncing an opinion upon so important a question, he moved, 
that the whole of the address, after the words in the first 
paragraph, “ to assure his majestj'^ that,” should be omitted, 
and the following words be substituted, “ his faitliful commons 
will proceed to consider - the same with that serious and full 
attention, which a subject of such importance to the present 
and future interests of his majesty's dominions deserves : that 
in the mean time they entertain the fullest confidence in His 
majesty s paternal care, that he will concert with his parliament 
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cii A V. j I . such measures' as may be expedient for extending the cornmerce 
,of ' his, majesty’s subjects : that. whatever may be the sentiments 
;of his. faithful commons, on the investigation of the terms of 
pacification,, they beg leave to assure his. ‘majesty of their firm 
-and ‘.unalterable .resolution to adhere inviolably to the. several 
articles, ;for which. the public faith is; pledged, and to maintain 
:the blessings of .peace, so necessary to his majesty’s subjects 
.arid the -general liappiness- of mankind.” Mr. St.' John having 
•seconded this amendment, lord North rose, and at the end of 
a.long and iable speech, iri which he entered into a, iriinute 
examinatiori. ^of the terms . of peace, and the relative state of 
the ‘diiferent powers' engaged in the late war, ' he declared his 
intention to vote for the amendment ; but he desired leave to 
propose an -addition tp. it, which circumstance affords strong 
■reason, to believe, - that , he had not -been previously corisulted 
concerning the precise motion to be. rnade by lord John 
;Cavendish.^ The addition proposed by lord North, related to 
the loyalists, arid was.- this, And his majesty’s faithful, com- 
mons feel,;that it would be superfluous to express to his'majesty 
the regards due from the nation to every description of men, 
whoj with the risque of their lives and sacrifice pf their properties, 
.'haye- distinguished their.-lPyalty and fidelity, during a long and 
palamitous War These words- the substance of. which, was in 
the priginal address, were adopted, and inserted after the wPrds 
ycommerce of his maj.esty’s: subjects.” 

, Ther nature ofi this -airieridment,; as moved by lord John 
Cavendish, arid udded to by lord North, shewed,- that those who 
.aimed at thelremovaT of ministers, did not venture to propose 
:at once a direct.- censure of the treaties. ' They thought it 
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necessaiy to feel iheiv way, and under color of desiring ^ more ciiAr.n. 
lime for consideration, they procured for themselves the means- . , 

of collecting the sense of the house, and of forming aii opinion',' 
how far they might depend upon the support of their friends, 
without absolutely committing themselves upon either of the 
two grand points — a junction between the two parties; who had 
been so long and so acrimoniouslj’' opposed to each' other—ahd 
a parliamentary condemnation of - the conditions of peace. 

But although the amendment itself was caUtiouslj'^ ivorded, and 
the mover of it was himself very guarded in what he said, 
both lord North and Mr. Pox, in the debate which followed^ 
argued at great lengtli, in most decided language, against tlie 
terms of the ti*eaties,- which’ was perhaps necessaiy for the 
attainment of tlie object which they had in view. At the same 
time, . however, that they niight not alarm those, who were 
rejoicing that an end was put to the horrors and miseries of 
war, of give . a shock to the public faith, which might be 
considered^ as pledged by the several provisional and preli- 
minary, articles, they unequivocalljr declared,! as lord Jolm 
Cavendish had also .done^ and as the amendment, expressed, 
that they did not.meah ‘5 in any: jparticular .to overthrow ior 
frustrate the peace which , had been 1 concluded f', and it was 
remarked, _ that lord North and tMr; Fox, contrary to their 
custom for many yeai’s, studiously abstained from any reflection 
upon each other. In all this there was certainly great political 
managenieht.’; ..i, ’ ' . , , ' 

Mr. Pitt Tose immediately' after VMf. Fox; at. four o’clock in 
the morning, and replied to :the - various . arguments wliich ■ had 
been advanced: against the treaties:; but both the house . arid 
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Cii A V. 1 1 . such measures' as may be expedient for extending the commerce 
■ of his. majesty’s subjects : that;whatever may be the sentiments 
fof his, faithful commons^ on the investigation of the terms of 
pacification,, they beg leave to assure his majesty of their firm 
-and ‘ unalterable resolution to adhere inviolably to the several 
articles, ifor -which the public faith is pledged, and to maintain 
illie blessings of peace, so necessary to his majesty’s subjects 
arid the general happiness of mankind.” Mr. St. John ha-ving 
seconded this mmeridihent, lord North rose, and at the end of 
a long and .able speech, in Avhich he entered into a ininute 
examination ' of the terms of peace, and the relative state of 
the different powers engaged in the liite war, he declared his 
intention to vote for the amendment ; but he desired lea;ve to 
prppose an addition to it, -svhich circumstance affords strong 
!reason.to believe, that he had not -been previousl}’; consulted 
concerning the precise motion to be made by lord John 
Cavendish. The addition proposed by lord North, related to 
the loyalists, and was- this,’“ And his majesty’s faitliful com- 
mons feel, that it would be superfluous to express to his majesty 
the regards due from the nation to every description of men, 
udio, with, the risque of their lives and sacrifice of their properties, 
have distinguished their-ldjmlty and fidelity, during a long and 
calamitous war 'These wordsi the substance of which, was in 
the, prigindraddfess, were adopted, and inserted after theWPrds 
“ 'commerce of his maj.esty’s subjects.” 

; The : nature of this .- amendment, ■ as moved by lord John 
Cavendish, arid ladded to by lord North, shewed,- that those who 
aimed at the removal of miriisterSj did not venture to propose 
at. once, .a direct.' censure of the treaties. ; They thought it 
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necessary to feel their way and under color of desiring : more 
time for consideration, tliey procured for themselves dhe iheans! , 
of collecting the sense of. the house, and of forming ’amopinioh',' 
how far they might depend upon the. support 'of their fi'iends,i 
without absolutely committing themselves . upon either of the 
two grand points— a junction between the two parties; who had 
been so long and so acrinioniously opposed to each dtlier^ahd 
a parliamentary condemnation of . the conditions ; of peace. 
But although the. amendment, itself was cautiously worded, and 
the niover of it . was himself very :guarded in what he : said,, yet 
both lord North and -Mr. Fox, in the debate which, folldwedy 
argued at .great length, iriirhost decided language, against the 
terms, of the' treaties,: which was- perhaps ■ necessary for 'the 
attainment of the object which they had in view. At the same 
time, . however,; that they , might not alarm those, who were 
rejoicing that ah end has piit to the-horrofs ;and miseries .'of 
war, or . give, a shock - to the public ' faith, - which might be 
considered /as .. pledged '.by!. the several provisional, and prelh 
minafy; articles, . they, unequivocally 'declared, 'as lord John 
Cavendish had also i done; and ;as the ' amendment- expressed, 
that they did: not. mean .‘-‘.in -!any:.:partieular ito > overthrow 3or 
frustrate the. peace which -Had been! concluded and it was 
remarked, . that lord Nqith and Mr;. Fox, contrary to! their 
custom for many years, studiously, abstained^ from any reflection 
upon each other. In all this there was.ceftairily great political 
management.! \ ■ ' . , . . 

Mr. Pitt, rose. immediately!after!Mr. Fox; at. four! o’clock in 
the morningi and replied to the.-, various 'arguments which! had 
been advanced, against the treaties;; ;but .both the 'house. . arid 
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cii Av. 1 1 . such measures as may be cxpcclicUt for extending the commerce 
. of his majesty’s subjects: that wliatever may be the sentiments 
;of his faithful cbmrnons, on the investigation' of the terms of 
pacification, , they beg leave to assure his majesty of their firm 
-and ' unalterable resolution to adhere inviolably to the several 
articles, for •svhich the public faith is pledged, and to maintain 
:the blessings of peace, so necessary to his majesty’s subjects 
and the general happiness of mankind.” Mr. St.John having 
seconded this amendment, lord North rose, and at the end of 
a.long and .able speech, in which he entered into a minute 
examination of the terms , of peace, and the relative state of 
the different powers engaged in the late war, he declared his 
intention to vote for the amendment ; but he desired leave to 
propose an addition to it, which circumstance affords stiang 
reason to believe, that he had not been previously consulted 
concerning the precise motion to be made by lord John 
Cavendish. The addition proposed bj’^ lord North, related to 
the loyalists, and was. this, And his majesty’s faithful com- 
mons feel, that it would be superfluous to express to his nlajesty 
the regards due from the nation to every description of men, 
,who, with therisque of their lives imd sacrifice of their properties, 
have distinguished their loyalty and fidelity, during a long and 
calamitous ;waf These words; the substance of which, was in 
the original address, were adopted, and inserted after the words 
“ commerce of his majesty’s subjects.” 

^.,,The' nature of. this amendment,' as moved by lord John 
Cavendish, arid .added to by lord North, shewed, that those who 
aiined at the femovak of ministers, did not' venture to propose 
at. once a direct censure of the treaties. They thought it 



83 


necessaiy to feel their way,, and under color of desiring I more chap. n. 
time for consideration, tliey pfocufed for themselves rthe means- , . 

of collecting the sense of the house,ahd of forming ah opihioh',' 
how far they might depend upon the support of their friends,- 
without absolutely committing themselves upon either of the 
two grand points — a junction between the two parties; who had 
been so long and so acrinioniously opposed to each other— ^ahd 
a parliamentary condemnation of. the conditions of peace. 

But although the amendment itself was cailtiously worded, and 
the niover of it was himself very guarded in what he said, , yet 
both lord North and l\Ir. Fox, in the debate which, follbwedy 
argued at ^reat length, iri^rhost decided language, against the 
terms of the treaties,. which' was. perhaps necessary for the 
attainment of the object which they had in view. At the same 
time, . however, that, they might not alarm those, who were 
rejoicing that an end was put to the. horrors and miseries . of 
war, or . give, a shock, to the public' faith, which might be 
considered/as ^pledged by. the several provisional and preli- 
minary, .articles, they unequivocally .declared, ' as lord John 
Cavendish had also , done j and as 4he amendment, expressed, 
that they did: not. mean .“ in. any .particular "to overthrow :'or 
frustrate the peace which -Had been t concluded and it was ' 
remarked, . that lord North and ;Mr: Fox, contrary .to their 
custom for many years, studiously, abstained' from any reflection 
upon each other. In all this there was . certainly great political 
managem-ent.! , ’ ' , , . 

Mr. Pitt rose immediately' after ^Mr. Fox; at; four' o’clock in 
the mornings and replied to the -.various arguments which had 
been advanced.- against the treatiess; ibut both the house .aiid 
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himself being nearly exhausted Vvhen he b t-ud c w .ox c J^t51*** 

haps few occasions upon which he spoke Adth less effect.' The 
division did ndt take Tl^ice till half past seven, and the ainend- 
ment Avas carrpd by a majority of l6,'the niinibers being 224 
and 208. 
and was 
The di 

Avere A'^efy encjouraging'to the opjponents of government, and 
they now thought that they might safely come forward with 
a positive cenkiire of the terms of tlie treaties. ! Accordingly, 
oh the 21st of February, lord John' Cavendish, after com- 
plaining, that those, who had voted for the aihendment ’to the 
address, were considered as enemies to peace, and assuring the 
house, that neither he, nor his friends, had ■ the remotest inten- 
tion to annul or shake Those treaties,which had been made by 
the king’s prerogative, moved the five' following resolutions : ; ‘ 
First, that |in consideration of the public faith, Avhich ought 
to be preservjed inviolable, this house will support his majesty, 
in rendering firm and perrhanent the peace' to be concluded 
definitively, in consequence of the provisional treaty and 
preliminary articles, which have been laid before the house. 

Secondljql that this house will, in concurrence with his 
majesty’s paWnal regard for his people, employ its best 
endeavors to [improve the blessings of peace to the advantage 

of his crown^ and subjects. ; ; ' • . > • ; r 

Thirdly, tliat his majesty, in acknowledging the independence 
of the United States of America, by viitue of the powers vested 
in him by thie act of the last session , of ; parliament, to enable 
his majesty to conclude a peace or itriice Avith certain colonies 


The address 4hus amended was voted unanimously, 
presented to the king 'on the .19th. ' ", 

vision, and every thing which passed in the debate. 
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in North Amcricn, has acted as the circumstances of affairs 
indispensably rccjiiircd. and in confonnity to tlic sense of 
parliament. 

Fourthly, that the concessions made to the adversaries of 
Great i^ritain, by the said provisional treaty and preliminary 
nrlicles. arc mcatcr than thev were entitled to, either from the 
actual situation of their respective possessions, or from their 
comparative strcnijth. 

Fifthly, that this house do feel the regard due from this 
nation to evciy description of men, who, Avith the risque of 
their lives, and the sacrifice of their properly, have distinguished 
their loyalty, and been conspicuous for their fidelif3% during 
a long and calamitous war ; and do assure liis majesty thatlhej'^ 
shall take every proper method to relieve them, which the 
stale of the circumstances of this countiy will permit. 

To the first three resolutions very little objection was made, 
and thej* passed unanimously. But upon the fourth, there 
Avas a long and animated debate, Avhich Aras begun by i\Jr. 
PoAAys^’, at that time an independent member of great Aveight 
in the house of commons, Avho declared, that it Avas Avith the 
most painful feelings that he rose to oppose a motion made by 
the noble lord, Arhose candor he had long admired, arid Avhose 
principles he had been accustomed to revere. He had expected, 
after AAdiat had been assigned bj’^ the other side of the house, 
as the ground of the amendment moA'^ed to the address, a fcAv 
daj’^s since, that a motion Avould IiaA’-e been that day made, for 
the house to resoh’^e itself into a committee, in order to take 
the provisional and preliminary articles into their serious 

* Aftenvards lord Lilford. . 
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ciiAiMi. consideration, and that those Ircatics would have been dis- 
1783. cussed and investigated arliclc by article. Such a motion 
appeared to him, to be a natural consequence of what had 
been said last, hlonday ; but to deny then that the articles had 
been sufiicicntly considered, and to call upon the house now, 
without any farther consideration, to vote a censure upon the 
peace, appeared to him perfectly irreconcileable either with 
reason or common sense. How came the house to be that day 
more' ripe to declare an opinion on the peace, than they had 
been last Monday? How had they spent the three intervening 
da}’ s ? Had that time been dedicated to an examination and 
discussion of the articles? Every gentleman knew, that it had 
not been so employed. How then was the house to proceed 
to a vote of censure? What, without papers and without suffi- 
cient information upon the subject, to enable them to form 
a judgment upon the whole of the treaties ? He trusted, that 
the house would act more prudenllj'-, and' reject the motion ; 
of this he was certain— the noble lord in the blue ribbon could 
not vote for it. Tlie noble lord had expressly declared in liis 
speech on Monday last, that he would not vote a censure 
upon ministers. Eor consistency’s sake, therefore, tlie noble 
lord could not vote for the present question ; and as Iiis friends 
stuck pretty close to him, he trusted that the : motion would 
not be cariied. ' ' 

"With regard to the peace, he said, he had already declai-ed, 
that there Were parts of it, which he had wished- not to sec in 
the treaties ; but that, nevertheless, such was the situation of 
the country, such the state of our finances, and' such the power 
of the confederacy formed against us, that he was read}?- to 
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accept tlie peace as it was, and to sa}'', that it merited tli^ 
approbation of parliament. How an lionoi’able gentleman , 
over the way (Mr. Fox,) could say otherwise, he was at a loss 
to imagine. That honorable gentleman, the house would 
recollect, had talked of the necessity of a peace, in strong 
terms, some time ago ; and when he afterwards came into 
power, and had from that circumstance the fullest oppor- 
tunity of information, he had told the house, that bad as he 
had fofmerl}' described our situation to be, he had found things 
much worse than he had painted them, and that almost any 
peace was desirable. How that honorable gentleman would 
act that dajf, he as 5’:et knew not; but he should be a good 
deal surprized, if he were to stand up and support the motion. 
The plain meaning of the question was, in his opinion, not, 
whether the peace deserved praise or censure, l^ut to remove 
the present administration. He wished, that foreign courts 
understood the matter as well as thej* did within those walls — 
then the qiiestioni would do no great harm. As to anj?^ idea, 
that the peace had been hurried on merely to keep ministers 
in . power, he could: say nothing , of , ministers • colleclivelj'-, 
because he knew: them: not .collectively ; but there were some 
in office,' of whose /liohor and integrit}^ he was so welhcon- 
■vinced, that he was ..persuaded - they , would spurn *at such an 
idea, and hold. it. ini?as (much contempt, as his noble friend 
himself who made the 'motion; As to the first lord of the 
treasury, if.his. femoval'was, the principal object of the motion, 
he took that matter, to, be . pretty well decided already. The 
division on Monday last,' was a broad hint to that lord, that he 
was not altogether so popular as.he had imagined. He cautioned 
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CHAP. II. the house, therefore, against being drawn in to adopt a motion, 
^783- which might prove of the most pernicious consequence to their 
country. Perhaps what had passed on Monday last might do 
much harm abroad, and stop France from disarming. In that 
case, instead of peace, we should see our late enemies observing 
an armed neutrality, and should be under the necessity of 
keeping up all our war establishnients, by which means the 
nation would still groan under that immense burden of expehce, 
to relieve us from which, a peace was so much to be desired! 
If the peace was bad, let the house look at the cause of it. 
The noble lord in the blue ribbon, by his iiial-administration 
of affairs, had plunged us into the war, and brought on all 
those calamities Avhich now obliged us to accept the peace, 
such as it was. To the ill-timed lenity of the present ministry 
it was owing, that the noble lord enjoyed his^ present situation*. 
Had those inquiries, which had once been talked of, been 
carried on, he was persuaded they would not, on Monday last, 
or that day, have witnessed the very extraordinary and unnatural 
coalition and alliance, which had been formed against ministers. 
Last summer, he said, he had observed something like sterling 
principle in party : he wished that principle to remain pure 
and incorrupt ; and he advised his noble friend who made the 
motion to recollect, that though some alloy might be necessary 
to make the political coiii sufficiently durable for currency, 
yet that care should be taken not to debase it entirely. 

In the course of the debate Mr. Fox made a long and 
elaborate speech, in which he maintained, that a vote of 
disapprobation of the terms of the provisional treaty arid 
[Tiat is, that he had not been impeached, 
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preliminarj’^ articles, could not be considered by- our late 
enemies as indicating any wish to renew llie war. “ France, 
Spain, and America,'* he said, “ must believe, that Ave are 
determined indeed for peace, Avhen vre can so solemnly 
pledge ourselA’’es, as we ' do b5’’ the first resolution, to ratify 
and confirm a negotiation, in AA'hich aa'o find such a AAmste of 
our interests and possessions.” He AA’^oiild not alloAV, that this 
fourth resolution Avas brought forAA^ard as a mere contest for 
power ; but insisted, that it AA'as incumbent upon the house, 
to declare their opinion upon the peace, for Avhich the papers 
alread}’’ upon the table Avere full}’’ sufficient. He entered into 
an examination of the conditions of the treaties, and pro- 
nounced them to be inconsiderate, improvident, and inade- 
quate to the real and relative situation of the kingdom. He 
affirmed, that our navy was in a respectable state, AAdien 
compared Avitli that of our enemies ; and that their finances 
Avere as much exhausted as our oahi, France and Spain being 
in as much danger of a public bankruptcy as England AA’as. 
He lamented that his coalition with lord North had lost him 
the support, and brought doAvn upon him the censure, of 
some persons, for Avhom he had great respect ; and asserted, 
that this junction of parties AA’as rendered necessaiy by the 
political circumstances of the country. Pie had, indeed,’ as Avas 
well knoAvn, formerly opposed the measures of lord North; 
but noAv all ground of disagreement Avas removed by the 
declaration of American independence : private resentments 
ought not to be remembered, AA’hen the public interest required 
unanimity. He avowed his aaPsIi to be in office, trusting that 
the short time he was in administration, he had not shewn 
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unv inr<nnpi'k‘tu’y. v.-}iirh shcmltl pnnf iit his oflrriiii: liimsclf 
a ( aiHlitlnlr for :i in tfnit tunv arranucincnt, v, hjcli was 

juTunn' in (-onsf-qucncf of lln- laO* noulf/olful, 

not to i:ivc it a v/or^o opifla'l, cotnltnt of tin* jirs! Ion! 
of t!u* trca'^nry. Hr- impntod tho ^vi{olo hiauH- of the pt^aro 
to lord Sholbttrnt' : and tvpn'.M jilt tl luin as actin': upon 
imc(*nstittiti(inal principl(‘>. atal as liavitju inadi‘ <lisL:racrfni 
rf>iu:osdoMs in the tjasitie's. iV.r tlir purpose of keeping Itiinsclf 
in po'.vtu-. 

Mr. I’ilt Ijf'iran In^ reply, by noliciioj; the nnht’rotnini: lan- 
LUiaeo of Iritimpli itsctl i»y Mr. l'o>; f>n that tiay, and by 
nssurim: the liotista that no party inoti\< s .*-liould cm* scdut-c 
him to anv in(.ajn‘'istenoy, whirii the busiest .suspicij)ti should 
pnssinm* to ulanco ’at. llo nould never rnyaire in political 
enmities witiiotit a ptd)lic cause — he woidd tiever for<>oo such 
enmities uitluuit the public approbation— nor ^eould he bo 
quostionod and cast otV in the fac(‘ (-f that honso. by om* virtuous 
and dissatisfied friend. ’I'he.s.* the sohtu- and dnnddo inumjdvs 
of reason ovc'r the v.'oak and prolliLuiK^ iticonsisteneies of 
parly violence, these, the steady triumphs of virim? over succes.s 
itself, should not only be his in his inescnt situation, l)nl 
throuuh every ftiture condition of his life; triumphs, which 
no UmulU of time slumld diminish, which no change of 
principles should ever sully. 

lie then detailed at great length the situation of this connlrv 
with respect to its army, it.s navy, and its finances ; and on the 
other hand stated the military and naval strcmglh of our 
numerous ciiemie.s, with an allusion to j\Ir. ]• ox s humiliating 
and unsuccessful propo.sal to Holland on llic subjccl of pence, 
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when he was secretary of state. In speaking of the deficiency chap. n. 
of our revenue, he exclairned, in reference to Mr. Fox's asser- . . 

tion, that other nations were in equal distress, “Good God!' 
to. what consequences does the honorable gentleman lead us? 

Should I have ventured to advise the continuance of war, at 
the risque of a public bankruptcjr, which would almost have 
dissolved the bonds of government,, and have involved the 
state in the confusion of a general ruin? Should ! have ven- 
tured to do this, because one of the adverse powers might have 
experienced the same calamity ? " He also inquired into the 
terms of the different treaties, and enumerated what had been 
respectively ceded, and what retained, by the contractii^g 
parties, in Europe, Asia, Africa, and America : from these 
considerations he drew two conclusions — that it was impossible 
for this kingdom to have continued theiwar; and that the peace, 
all circumstances taken into the account, was such as called 
for the approbation of parliament. There was indeed, he said, 
a time, when Great Britain might have met her enemies on 
other conditions ; and if an imagination, warmed with the 
power and glory of this country, could have diverted any 
member of his majesty^s councils from a painful inspection of 
the truth, he might, he hoped, without presumption, have been 
entitled to that indulgence. He felt at that instant, how much 
he had been animated in his childhood by a recital of England's 
victories. He was taught by one, whose memory he should 
ever revere that at the close of a war, Jar different indeed 
from this, ■ she might have dictated the terms of peace to sub- 
missive nations. This, in which he placed something more 

* The earl of Chatham. 

X 2 
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than a common interest, was the memorable mra. of England's 
glory. ' But that sera was past she was now under the awful 
and mortifying necessity of employing a language correspond- 
ing with her new condition. The visions of her power and 
pre-eminence were passed away. 

“ These," continued Mr, Pitt, “ are the conditions, to which 
this country, engaged with four powerful states, and exhausted 
in.all .her. resources, has thought fit to subscribe, for the disso- 
lution of that confederacy, and the immediate enjoyment 
of peace. Let us look to what is left, with a . manly and 
.determined courage. Let us strengthen ourselves . against 
inveterate enemies, and re-conciliate our antient'friends. The 
misfortunes of kingdoms, as well as of individuals, which are 
laid open and examined with true wisdom, are more than half 
redressed ; and to this great object should be directed all the 
virtue and all the abilities of this house. — Let us . feel our 
calamities : let us bear them like men. 

“ But, I fear, I have too long engaged your attention to no 
real purpose, and that the national security .will this day be 
. risqued, without a blush, by the malice and disappointment of 
faction. The honorable gentleman (Mr. Pox) has, in fact, 
declared, that because he was prevented from prosecuting the 
noble lord in .the blue ribbon, to . the satisfaction of public 
justice, he will heartily embrace him as his friend. So readily 
does he reconcile extremes, and love the man whom he wished 
to impeach — with the same spirit, I suppose, he will cherish 
the peace, because he abhors it. But I will not hesitate to 
assert, from the evident complexion of this . night’s debate, 
that the opposition to the treaties originates, rather in 
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a desire to force tlic carl of Sliclburnc from llio treasury, llian 
in any real conviction, that ministers deserve censure, for the 
concessions they have made: concessions, ^vhich, from the 
facts I have ennmeratod, and the reasoning 1 have employed 
as arisimi from those facts, arc the obvious result of an absolute 
necessity, and imjmtablc not so much to those of whom the 
present cabinet is composed, as to that cal)inet. of which the 
noble lord in the blue rihlimi was a member.” 

]n adverting to the supposed coalition between lord North 
and ^Ir. Fox, he said, “ Tf, however, the baneful alliance is not 
already formed, if this ill-omened marriage is not already 
solemnized, J know a just and lawful impediment, and in the 
name of the public safety, I here forbid the banns.” 

After vindicating lord Shelburne from the aspcr.sions of 
those, who “ ihouiiht In's elevation cllcctcd at tlieir own 
expence,” and bearing honorable testimony to his abilities and 
zeal in the service of his country, he proceeded in this manner, 
“ My own share in the ccn.sure, pointed, bv the motion before 
the house, against his majesty s ministers, I will bear with 
fortitude, because my heart tells me, J have not acted wronglj'. 
To this monitor, who never did, and J trust never will, deceive 
me, I will confidently repair, as to an adequate n-s^dum from all 
the clamor, which interested faction can raise. I was not very 
eager to come into office, and shall have no great reluctance 
to go out, Avlienever I shall be dismissed from the service of 
the public. It has been the grand object of ray short official 
existence, to do the duties of mj’’ station with all the abilitj'' 
and address in mjr power, and M'ith a fidelity and honor, which 
should bear me up, and give me confidence, under every 
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c ii.MMi, possible conlingcncy and disapj)ointmcnL I can snv Avil.li 
. sinccrilv, 1 nevto' had a wish, which did not terminate in ihe 
dearest interests of the nation. I Avill, at. tlic same time, 
imitate the honorable gentleman’s candor, and confe.ss. that 
3 too have my ambition. High situations and great influence 
are desirable ol>jeel.s to most men ; and objects Avhich I am not 
ashamed to j-mrsue, whicii I am even solicitous to jiosscss, 
whenever they can be acquired a iih hoimr and retained Avilii 
■ dignity. On these respectable conditions, 1 am not le.ss 
ambitious to be great and lAowerful, than it is natural for 
a young man to be with siicli brilliant examples before him, 
35ut even these objects I can chearfully reliiujuish, the moment 

mv dut.v to mv country, mv character, mv friends, render 

* * « • ' * » 

such a sacrifice indispensable, 'riicn I ho)AC to retire, not 
disappointed, but triumphant ; triumphant in the conA-iclion, 
that my talents, humble as ihcj' arc, liavc been earnestly, 
zealously, and strenuously employed, to the best of my appre- 
hension, in promotinii the truest welfare of my country ; and 
that, however I may stand chargeable with weakness of under- 
standing, or error of judgment, nothing can be imputed to 
my official capacity, which bears the most distant connexion 
with an interested, a corrupt, or a dishonest intention. Nor 
is it any part of my plan, Avhenever I may quit my present 
station, to follow the noble carl, now at the head of his 
majesty’s councils, to such a fortress, as the honorable gentle- 
man promised to rear, for those of his friends, avIio should 
find themselves duped as he had been *. Tlie self-created and 

This alluded to a declaration made by Mr. Fox in the house of commons, 
soon after he had quitted office in consequence of lord Shelhnrnc's appointment 
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self-appointed successors to the present administration, have chap. n. 
asserted with much confidence, that this is likely to be the case. . ^^^3- 
I can assure them, hoivever, that when they come from that side 
of the house to this, I Avill, for one, most readily and cordially 
accept the exchange. The only desire I would indulge and 
cherish on the subject, is, that the service of the public may be 
ably, disinterestedly, and faithfully performed. To those who 
feel for their countiy as I wish to do, and will strive to do, it 
matters little, avIio are out, or who are in ; but it matters much, 
that her affairs be conducted with wisdom, with firmness, with 
dignity, and with credit. Those entrusted to my care I will 
resign, let me hope, into hands much better qualified to do 
them justice than mine. But I will not mimic the parade of 
the honorable gentleman, in avowing, and inviting others to, 
an indiscriminate opposition to whoever may be appointed to 
succeed. I will march out with no warlike, no hostile, no 
menacing protestations ; but hoping that the new administration 
will have no other object in view than the real and substantial 
welfare of the cornmunity at large ; that they will bring with 
them into office those public and patriotic principles, Avhich 
some of them formerly held, but Avhich they abandoned in 
opposition ; that they Avill save tlie state, and promote the great 
purposes of public good, Avith as much steadiness, integrity, 
and solid adA’-antage, as I am confident it must one day appear, 
the earl of Shelburne and his colleagues liaA'^e done, I promise 

to the head of the treasury, that many of those 'vvho at present remained witli 
the new minister would hereafter find themselves disappointed and duped, and 
would be glad to retire to him (Mr. Fox), as a fortress, frpm whence they might 
assail the measures of government. 



niAf. u. (liem hcforchuiul, my tmiform nnd best support on every 
^ occasion, ^vln>re I can honestly and conscientiously assist 
them. 

In short, sir, wlujtever ajjpears dishonorable or inadc- 
(juate in the peace on your table, is strictly ciiarijeable to the 
noble lord in the i)Iuc ribbon, whose jwofusion of the public 
money, whose; notorious len\erity atul obstinacy in prosecut- 
ing the war, which originated i»i his ])ernic.ious and oppressive 
policy, and whose utter incapacity to till the station he occu- 
pied, rendered jn-nce of any ch'seription indispensable to the 
preservation of the state. 'I’he small part wlticli fell to my 
lot in this ignominious transaction, as it is called, was divided 
with a set of men, whom the disj>assionnl<‘ public must, on 
rcUcction, unite to honor. Unused as .1 am. to the factious 
and jarring clamor.s of this day’s debate, 1 look up to the 
independent part of the house, and to the public at large, if 
not for that imptirlial approbation which my conduct deserves, 
at least for that accpiittal from Idamc, to which my innocence 
entitles me. I have ever been most anxious to do my utmost 
for the interest of my country ; it ha.s been my sole concern 
to act an honest and upright part; and I am disposed to 
think, that ever}' instance of my oflicial deportment will bear 
a fair and honorable construction. A^'ith these intentions 
I ventured forward on the public notice ; and can appeal with 
some degree of confidence to both sides of the house, for the 
consistency of my political conduct. My earliest impressions 
were in favor of the noblest and most disinterested modes of 
serving the public : these impressions are still dear to my 
heart; I will cherish them as a legacy infinitely more valuable 
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than the greatest inheritance. On these principles alone 
I came into parliament and into place; and I now take the , 
whole house to witness, that I liaA-^e not been under the 
necessity of contradicting one public declaration I have ever 
made. I am, notwithstanding, at the disposal of this house ; 
and with their decision, whatever it shall be, I will cheerfully 
comply. It is impossible to deprive me of those feelings, 
which must alwa5'^s result from . the sincerity of my best endea- 
vors to fulfil with integrity every official engagement. You 
maj’' take from me, sir, the privileges and emoluments of 
place ; but you cannot, and jmu shall not, take from me those 
habitual and warm regards for the prosperity of Great Britain, 
which constitute the honor, the happiness, the pride of my 
life; and which, I trust, death alone can extinguish. And 
with this consolation, the loss of power, sir, and the loss of 
fortune, though I affect not to despise, I hope I shall soon be 
able to forget, 

I..ando raanentem ; si celercs quatit 

Pennas, resigno quae dedit 

probamque, 

Pauperiem sine dote quaero*.” 

This animated and eloquent speech drew forth the warmest 
applause from every part of the house, and was universally 

* When Mr. Pitt delivered this speech, I was in the gallery of the house of 
commons, sitting next to a young man, who was then a great admirer of Mr. Pitt, 
hut was aftenvards one of his most determined and powerful opponents as 
a member of the house : he did not know me, but we had entered into conversa- 
tion during the debate ; and when Mr. Pitt quoted this passage- from Horace, 
he turned to me, and said with - great eagerness, “ Why did he omit, ‘ Et mea ' 
virtute me involve.’? ” — An omission generally considered as marking equally the 
modesty and good teste of Mr. Pitt. 
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CHAP. 11. acknowledged to display a perfect acquaintance with the 
1 783- situation of this coimtr}^, and of those powers with which 

V, II I yIM 1 ' * 

we had been at war, as well as a manly and truly patriotic 
spirit. Lord Nortli followed Mr. Pitt, beginning with these 
words : “ I rise up, sir, late as it is, and much as has been said, 
' to make some reply to that.part of the debate especially, which 
concerns me and my friends. Several of the speakers have 
addressed many of their invectives against me and those with 
whom I am connected. A great deal has been throivn out on 
my supposed criminalit}^, aiid those imaginary artifices, to 
which it is alleged I owe my safety. The last speaker, whose 
amazing eloquence so deepl}^ . affected every member in the 
house, did me the honor to single me out as the object of his 
thunder ; and it is no small presumption of my innocence, that 
I could hear him thunder without being dismayed, and even 
listen to his thunder with a mixture of astonishment and 
delight."' He then declared that lie had, while in office, uni- 
formly acted from upright motives and had always been ready, 
and still was so, to submit every action of his political life to 
the most scrupulous inquiry. He admitted that his adminis- 
tration had been unfortunate, and in its consequences extremely 
calamitous to the country. He confessed, that he had often been 
“ the butt of Mr. Pox’s -inexhaustible powers of ridicule and 
asperity but he contended, that the present emergency called 
upon him to forget former animosities,- and. to unite with the; 
man, by whom, as Mr. Potvys expressed it, “ he had been, for 
many years’, vilified and grossl}’- abused.” He condemned the 
peace, and said, that all Mr. Pitt’s eloquence, great as it was, 
would never be able to satisfy the house, that the interests of 
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tlie public had not been sacrificed bj?- an inadequate and .ciiap.h, 
premature accommodation: at the same time he saw no reason . . 

why the carrying of the present motion should drive ]\Ir. Pitt 
Prom the service of his countiy. 

The division took place at a late hour, and the numbers 
were, for ministers 100, and against them 207- Lord North 
at first hesitated about voting for this fourth resolution ; but 
he was told by his friends*, that his vote upon the former 
night would be of no avail, if he did not follow it up by 
,a direct censure of the peace, and that in fact the resolution 
onlj’^ expressed what he had himself said in that debate. After 
much persuasion he j-ielded, and in his speech justified his 
junction ^vith Mr. Pox. At present thej’’ had no personal com- 
munication. Tlie long and bitter enmity, which had subsisted 
between them, made the advances towards friendship slow and 
gradual. 

The fifth resolution, relative to the loyalists, was vuthdrawn, 
the purport of which was in fact contained in the address to the 
king. 

Very little w^as said in tliese debates concerning the difference 
of opinion in ministers, on the subject of the recognition of 
the independence of the American states, which had been so 
warmly discussed before the Christmas recess. Mr. Pox, how- 
ever, acknowledged, that the provisional articles were upon 
that point “ final, conclusive, definitive, except in the event 

* Mr. Etlen, afterwards. lord Auckland, was- supposed to be the person, who 
had the principal weight with lord North upon this occasion. He- was called the 
father of the coalition ; and I myself heard Mr. Sheridan attribute the coalition 
to him. 

O 2 
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CHAP, u. of what was in itself ah impossibility — an eternal war." Tlie 
. . case seems to have been this : The treaty with America was 

to take place, whenever peace should be made with France, but 
not before ; and therefore lord Shelburne was right in saying, 
that the treaty was contingent, not absolute ; and the other 
ministers were right in maintaining, that the acknowledgement 
of independence could not be recalled. The whole difference 
turned upon an ambiguity of words, and arose from the 
difficulty of bringing so many treaties, which \vere meant to de- 
pehd upon each other, to a conclusion at the same point of time, 
joined to a conviction universally felt, that terms being settled 
between Great Britain and America as an independent state, 
peace would soon be adjusted with the European powers, 
whose primary object in entering into the war was, to detach 
the American colonies from all connection with the mother 
country. 

It will be necessary to mention more particularly some 
previous circumstances relative to Mr. Fox and lord North, 
to account for the effect produced by their junction at this 
moment. Mr. Fox came into parliament at the general election 
in 1768, though only in the twentieth year of his age ; arid in 
his first speech in the house of commons, in February Ifdp, 
upon the question of the Middlesex election, he supported 
ministers against Mr. "Wilkes, who was then at the zenith of his 
popularity. In February 1770, he became a lord of the 
adiriiralty, lord North having a few days before beeri placed 
at the head of the treasury. In January 1773, he was made 
a lord of the treasury ; but in March 1774, in consequence, of 
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•a disagreement with lord North,' he was dismissed from office, 
and from that time uniformly opposed administration ; always 
expressing himself 'svdth the greatest contempt, and even ■ with 
rancorous violence, towards lord North. It was not merely the 
detail of his measures which Mr. Fox reprobated — he inveighed 
with the most pointed severit)’’ against the general system upon 
which lord North acted, and was studious to shew, that, if 
persevered in^ it must lead to the ruin of the country. He 
called him the- great criminal of the state, whose blood must 
expiate the calamities he had brought upon his country ; the 
object of future impeachment whom an indignant nation 
would siirel}’’ in the end compel to make some atonement for 
his offences, on a scaffold ; he protested that he could not 
trust himself in the same room with him. And when it was 
evident,- in the beginning of the j’-ear 1782, that some, change 
in administration must take place, he declared that he should 
be “ infamous,^' if he formed any connexion with the men then 
in' office; those “ weak, wicked, and incapable advisers of the 
crown, who were the cause of all the present calamities : these, 
and these only, were the persons, whom he and his friends 
would for ever proscribe.” However erroneous lord North's 
political principles might be esteemed ; however culpable he 
might be considered for the neglect of the finances of the 
country ; however unequal he might be thought to the manage- 
ment of the dispute with America, and the conduct of the 
war which followed ; and however unwise and disastrous, in 
these and in other respects, his administration might be 

* Mr. Burke likewise declared, that lord North was a fit object of impeach- 
ment, and that he had “ an impeachment ready dra^vn in his pocket.” 
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despots stand forth the protectors of an infant republic: 

^ Trance and Spain had combined to establish the rising liberties 
of- America. The house of commons now beheld the counter- 
part of this picture : a monstrous coalition had taken place 
between a noble lord and an illustrious commoner: the lofty 
assertor of the prerogative, had joined in alliance with the 
worshipper of the majesty of the people.^’ “This alliance,"' 
said . a contemporaiy writer, “ seemed so much beyond the 
usual pliancy even, of politicians ; the personal violence of 
their former hostility seemed so repugnant to every idea of 
junction, that the natural integrity of the people felt the 
coalition as one of those public violations of consistencj'', one 
of those public derelictions of principle, which destroy all 
future confidence, and forfeit all future esteem*.” 

The consequence of the two divisions upon the peace was, 
that lord Shelburne and the rest of the ministers resigned their 
offices, or declared themselves ready to do so, as soon as their 
successors should be fixed upon; and it became necessary 
that a new administration should be formed. The king was 
very , reluctant to apply to lord North and Mr. Fox. Lord 
North had received the most decided proofs of his majesty's 
confidence and favor, through a series of twelve j'-ears ; and his 
union with Mr. Fox, whose principles and conduct he knew, to 
be peculiarly, obnoxious to the king, could not but be highly 
displeasing to-his majesty, especially, as it was evident, that in 
an administration, consisting of lord North and Mr. Fox, and 
their respective adherents, Mr. Fox must, from his superior 
-- * - Review of -the principal proceedings of the- parliament of 1784. 
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enersy and talents, have the chief intliiencc. Lord Shelburne 
v'as the only person in whom the house of commons had shewn 
a want of confidence ; and he was with reason considered as more 
immediately the author of the treaties, which had been con- 
demned, although all the members of the cabinet were undoubt- 
edly responsible for them. hfr. Pitt’s character, both for ability 
and integrity, was not only unimpeached, but stood very high 
in parliament and in the country : while that of lord North and 
Mr. Fox was greatly lowered by their late “ very extraordinary 
and unnatural coalition.” II is majesty was therefore induced 
to propose to Mr. Pitt to succeed lord Shelburne, ns first lord 
of the treasury, Avith full powers to nominate his colleagues. 

This Avas a most dazzling oiler to so j^oung a man, and 
demanded, both upon private and public grounds, the most 
serious consideration*. By far the greater number of the friends 
Avhom j\Ir. Pitt consulted, advised him to accept the oiler, 
AAhicli had been so graciousl}' made, and Avas so honorable to 
himself. But, after reflecting upon the opposition Avhich he 
must experience, from the two numerous and poAvcrful parties, 
at the head of A\hich AA^ere lord North and Mr. Fox, he aaus 
convinced, there Avas no prospect of his obtaining that degree 
of support in parliament, Avithout Avhich no administration can 
be effective or beneficial to the country ; and it aa' as obvious, 
that an unsuccessful attempt on his part, AAUuld add strength 
to tliose AA'ho AA^ere already too strong. Fearing therefore 
that his acceptance Avould only remoAm a present difficulty, 

* On the 25th Mr. Dtindas moA'cd, that the house should adjourn to the 28th. 
The object of this motion, though not avoAA'ed, was, to give time to Mr. Pitt to. 
consider his majesty’s offer,' and it Avas carried by a majority of 49 to 37. 
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cuAP.n. expence of future, Gpmfort to the king, and, perhaps be 

^ 783 - productive of material .injury to the public, he felt himself 
under an imperious.obligatipn .to decline; the offer ; thus exhi- 
biting a , striking contrast; to the conduct; of his competitors, 
whp; were, ready to run any ris.que, and, to make any sacnfice, 
foi'i the purpose ,of , obtaining, power. . 

This decision,, however,, did not cause, him in the slightest 
degree to relax his attention to 1 the public service.. On the 
28th , of Tebruary he brought in the bill, the substance of 
which he had explained on the, 10th, for a reform in the customs. 
It was read a first time, and Mr; Burke made some objections 
to the, principle; upon which it was founded ; but it was ordered 
to be printed,, and. read a second time, on Monday fortnight. 
Mr. Pitt took this opportunity of slating, though not imme- 
diately connected with the-, subject of the bill, that, very large 
sums.hadbeen issued from the exchequer to public accountants, 
some as far. back . as the. seven j^ears war, for the expenditure 
of , which no account , whatever had- been given— that these 
suins, he had, reason to, think, amounted to no less than 50 
millions .sterling. He did not deny, that .by far the greater, 
pai^t of this money had been fairly and justly expended ; but 
he, contended, that, the accountants .should be compelled to 
produce their vouchers,, and that measures should be taken to 
pre,vent.-accbunts, being, so long withheld in future; As a pre- 
paratory step, therefore, he moved, “ That there be laid, before 
this house, a-list of the public accountants who. have received 
public money by way of imprest, and upon account, and who 
have not yet accounted for, the same ; also of those persons, 
from whom balances, of declared accounts are still due, 
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with the sums respectively unnccoimtect for by each/' This 
motion was agreed to miaiiimously, after a short conversation 
between i\Ir. Pitt and jNIr. Burke. 

An act of parliament having passed in 1776, soon after the 
American disturbances broke out, for restraining the commer- 
cial intercourse between Great Britain and America, the 
restoration of peace, and the recognition of the independence 
of the United States, rendered necessaiy, not only the repeal ' 
Cf that restraining act, but also the establishment of a new 
S 5 ^stem of trade Avith the inhabitants of the United Stales, in 
consequence of • their ceasing to be British subjects. This 
business engaged the attention of ministers, immediately after 
the signature of the provisional articles ; but it was soon 
discoA’^ered, tliat, occupied as they’ then Avere, itAvas impossible 
for them to digest a complete plan AAdthin a reasonable period : 
“ It AA’-as not," as Mr.Titt obserA'’ed, “ a trifling regulation AAdiich 
would suffice — a revolution, perhaps unprecedented in any 
former age, had taken place, and Avould of course materially 
change the commercial interests of all Europe." It appeared, 
however, very desirable, that English trade AAuth the United 
States should 'commence with as little delay as possible, large 
orders haAung arrh’-ed from America; and if not speedily 
executed, there might be danger of the market being forestalled 
by other countries. It Aras therefore determined, that a tem- 
porary bill for that purpose should be submitted to paflianierit, 
which might continue in force till there should be leisure for 
maturely and fully considering the subject. Accordingly, in 
this interval, Mr. Pitt presented to tile house of commons, 
“ A bill for making provisional regulations for opening ah 
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cjiAr. 11. inlorcoiir.se with America.^' TJn.s was insJanlly ackno^rledfcd, 
^ . by all ))arlics and individuals, to be a question of great impor- 
tance and diflicuUy ; as (lie conditions and privileges, which wc 
should grant to America, might aflect- (lie principle and 
o])eralion of our navigation laws, and interfere with the 
commercial treaties subsisting or depending between Great 
Britain and other powers: nor could it be then ascertained 
what reciprocal ad^'anlages wc might expect from ^America. 
The bill gave rise to numerous and long debates ; and at 
length, after it had been committed and re-committed, and 
a variety of amendments adopted from both sides of the house, 
without any division, or a single acrimonious remark upon its 
principle or any of its clauses, it was unanimously agreed, on 
the proposal of Mr. Pitt, that it should stand over till new 
ministers were appointed, who might either proceed with it, or 
substitute some other measure in its room. In one of the last 
of these debates, INIr. Eden, who had been an active member of 
opposition during lord Shelburne’s administration, and whose 
ideas by no means coincided with Mr. Pitt’s upon this point, said, 
that “ he must do justice to the right honorable gentleman who 
had introduced the bill : it had been a most teazing and 
troublesome discussion, but it had been throughout conducted 
by that right honorable gentleman, Avith a liberalit}^, patience, 
candor, politeness, and good humor, Avhich would for eyer 
command the admiration and respect of every indhddual 
concerned.” 

By the preliminary articles of peace, it Avas stipulated, that 
the islands of Grenada and the Grenadines, St. , Vincent, 
Dominica, St. Christopher’s, Nevis, and Montserrat, which the 
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French , had taken .during the war, should be restored to 
Great .Britain ; but . that Tobago, which had also been taken 
by them; should remain in their possession ; and that St. Lucia, 
which had been taken by the English, should be restored to 
Prance : ..These changes rendered some new regulations imme- 
diately necessary, • for carrying on trade with those . islands ; 
and Mr. Pitt introduced a bill for that purpose, which passed 
without difficulty. . r • . , . 

On the 3rd of March, the king,' not having been able to 
shake Mr. Pitt’s determination, and being desirous that' the 
situation of prime minister should not be filled by any one of 
Mr. Fox’s party, - sent for lord North, and proposed to him to 
return to the head of the treasurj'^ but his lordship represented, 
that Jt would;. be: impossible for. him 'to serve his majesty in 
that capacity, under present circumstances Nothing, there- 
fore, remained to his majesty, but to learn what arrangement 
might be proposed by lord 'North and Mr. Fox, who by this 
time, it was understood, had, entered into strict 'engagements 
with each, other ; and a communication was accordingly made 
to them. The duke of Portland, whom they designed to be 
first lord of the treasury, had an audience of the king on the 
13th.. of . March ; and, in ■ consequence of powers received 
from his ihajesty, an attempt was made to form an administra- 
tion. But difficulties arose ; and ' there ^ was no ’ immediate 
prospect of their bmng removed. The want of an administration 
had been frequently complained of in' the house of commons ; 
and on the 18th, of March, Mr. Coke, member,- for Norfolk,, 
gave notice, that if an administration should not be. formed by 
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cnAi>;n. the 21st, lie would move an address to his in a jest}'^ upon the 
subiect. On that day, he informed the house, then very full, 
that he understood the arrangement was nearly, if not wholly, 
settled ; and ’therefore he declined making the motion, of 
which he had given conditional notice. Fresh impediments, 
however, occurred; and < on the 24th, Mr. Coke stated the 
general idea, that'the negotiationlor a new administration was 
entirely broken off, and Mr. Pitt, when appealed to, having 
confirmed that statement, Mr. Coke moved, “ That an humble 
address be presented to his majesty, that his majesty vill be 
graciously pleased to take into his serious consideration, the 
very distracted and unsettled state of the empire, after along 
and exhausting war ; and that his majesty will therefore con- 
descend to a compliance with the wishes of this house, by 
forming an administration entitled to the confidence of his 
people -and such as may liave a tendency to put an end toithe 
unfortunate divisions and distractions of the countiy.” This 
motion was seconded by lord Surry ; and produced a debate 
of considerable length, in which severaT members severely 
reprobrated the coalition, and others as warmly defended it. 
Some doubt' also was expressed, whether the motion would 'not 
interfere with the king's right to appoint his 'OAvn niinisters. 
Mr. Pitt, in allusion to what had been said, observed, that he 

•# When notice was first given of this motion, a member, who disapproved the 
coalition, signified his intention of adding a clause as an amendment, requesting 
his majesty, not to appoint any person a' minister, who, "by his mismanagement 
of public affairs, and by want of foresight and ability, when in office, had lost the 
coiifidence of the people.” These words were taken from a motion of Mr. Fox 
against lord North, when at the head of the treasury. The amendment, however, 
was riot moved.. 
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could not so far renounce the sentiments whicli he had formerly, chap. h. 
avou'ed, or so far lose sight of the just grounds of confidence . . 

in others, as to call the abandonment of principles the forgetting 
of old animosities and past prejudices* He therefore thought 
it necessary to declare, explicitly, that he could not bring 
himself to adopt the reasoning, by which it Avas attempted to 
justify the coalition ; and that no consideration, shoukh induce 
him to join those, who, bj*; their grossl}" contradictory assertions 
and flagrant inconsistency of conduct, had forfeited all claim 
to confidence ; that he could not conform liis ideas to the tide 
of interest, or adapt his political opinions to the prevalence 
of iDart}^; that one great principle Avas firmly fixed in his mind; 
by which his conduct should be uniformly regulated, and that 
AA'liat he reprobated to-day, he should not applaud to-morroAv ; 
that he could not coalesce AAulh those, Avhosct principles he 
belieA’-ed to be diametrically opposite to his oaaui ; that a simila- 
rity of ideas Avas indispensable in friendship, and Avithout that 
similarity there could be no union, public or private, Avhich 
would be either permanent, or honorable to the parties. The 
motion did not appear to him,, to be any infringement of ;the 
constitutional prerogative of the croAAUi ; but, at the* same time, 
he thought it not calculated to be of an}’^ service, as it only 
requested his majesty to appoint an administration,; AAdiicli, he 
was already vested Avith poAver to do. And as to the administraT 
tion being entitled to the confidence of the peoplcj, he , desired 
to. knoAv, Avho Avere to be the judges upon that point, and Iioav 
it was to be decided. In the latter part of his speech, he 
adverted to the prevalent opinion, that the AA’^ant of an 
administration Avas OAving to a disagreement belAveen the; duke 
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could not so far renounce the sentiments whicli he had formerl}^ 
avowed, or so far lose siglit of the just grounds of confidence 
in others, as to call the abandonment of principles the forgetting 
of old animosities and past prejudices. He therefore thought 
it necessary to declare, explicitly, that he could not bring 
himself to adopt the reasoning, by which it was attempted to 
justify the coalition ; and that no consideration! should induce 
him to join those, who, b}* their grossl}' contradictory assertions 
and hagrant inconsistency of conduct, had forfeited all claim 
to confidence; that he could not conform his ideas to tlie tide 
of interest,, or adapt his political opinions to the prevalence 
of party ; that one great principle was firmly fixed in bis mind; 
by which his conduct should be uniformly regulated, and lliat 
what he reprobated to-day, he should not applaud to-morrow; 
that he could not coalesce with those, whose princiides he 
believed to be diametrically opposite to his own ; that a simila- 
rity of ideas was indispensable in friendship, and without that 
similarity there could be no union, public or private, which 
would be either permanent, or honorable to the parlies. The 
motion did not appear to him, to be any infringement of the 
constitutional prerogative of the crown ; but, at the’ same time, 
he thought it not calculated to be of aii}'^ service, as it only 
requested his majesty to appoint an administration,, which , he 
was already vested Avith poAver to do. And as to the administra-: 
tion being entitled to the confidence of the people j he desired 
to knoAv, AAdio Avere to be the judges upon that point, and Iioav 
it was to be decided. In the latter part of his speech, he 
adverted to the prevalent opinion, that , the AA’-ant of an 
administration Avas OAving to a disagreement betAveen the. duke 
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CHAP. II. of Portland -and lord North, about filling up the offices: 

^783- upon which lord North and Mr. Fox declared, that though 

some difference of opinion had arisen upon that subject, it 
had not produced a -delay of more than 24 hours, and that it 
by no means caused the failure of the attempt to form a new 
arrangement*. The motion was then agreed to, without 
avdivision, and with only about four dissentient voices. 

- On the 26th the house was informed, that the address had 
been presented to the king, and that his majesty had been 
pleased to return the following answer: “That it was his 
earnest desire to do every thing in his power to comply with 
the wishes expressed by his faithful commons.'" Lord -Suny 
declared his confidence in his majesty's assurance ; but at the 
same time gave notice, that if an administration should not be 
formed by Monday (the Slst,)’ he should move an inquiry into 
the cause of the delay. r . : 

In consequence of the unsuccessful conclusion of the above 
negotiation, the king again offered the treasury to Mr. Pitt ; 
and after several times conversing with him upon the subject, 
at a late hour on Monday the 24 th of March, he wrote a letter 
to him from Windsor, in the most pressing terms, Avhich, after 
complaints of the treatment he had received from the duke of 
Portland and lord North, ended with these words, “ I trust, 
therefore, Mr. Pitt will exert himself to-morrow, to plan his 
mode of filling up the offices that xvill be vacant, so as to be 
able, on Wednesday morning, to accept the situation his 

* ^^^0 real causa iivas, tlie unwillingness of liis majesty to remove the principal 
officers of his household, and to appoint in their room persons proposed by the 
duke of Portland. . - 



clinracter and (alcnls fit. liiin to hold, when .T shall be in town 
before twelve, ready to receive him/' To which j\rr. Pitt rclurncd 
the following answer the next day : “ iSIr. Pitt, received this 
morning, the honor of your majest^'^’s gracious commands. 
With infinite pain he feels himself under the necessity of 
humbly expressing to your majesty, that with every sentiment 
of dutiful attachment to j'our majestj', and zcaloins desire to 
contribute to the public service, it is utterly impossible for him, 
after the fullest consideration of the situation in which lliin gs 
stand, and of what passed yesterdaj' in the house of commons, 
to think of undertaking, under such circumstances, the situation 
which your majest)!' has had the condescension and goodness 
to propose to him. As what he now presumes to write is the 
final result of his best reflection, he should think himself 
criminal, if by delaying till to-morrow, humbly to la)’’ it before 
3 'our majesty, he should bo the cause of your nujjesly's not 
immediately turning your roj'al mind to such a plan of arrange- 
ment, as the exigency of the present circumstances may, in your 
majesty’s wisdom, seem to require." 

IMr. Pitt’s inflexible determination to decline these repeated 
oflers, made Avith so much earnestness and confidence — a deter- 
mination, which, it Avas obvious, could proceed onl}’’ from 
a, sense of public dut}”^ — Avas verj'^ generall}’' admitted to be 
a fare instance of moderation and disinterestedness. HaAung 
before displa5'^ed the most brilliant talents and poAverful elo- 
quence, he noAv gaA'e full proof of a firm and strong mind, 
under the guidance of a sound understanding and sober dis- 
cretion ; and the admiration of these qualities, both splendid 
and substantial, Avas greatly heightened by the consideration, 

VOL. I. Q 
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tliat.tlie person, in whom they were so eminently united, had 
, not yet completed his 24th year. Surely this single act is suffi- 
cient to refute the charge of inordinate ambition, which has 
been sometimes urged against Mr. Pitt. What could be more 
captivating to a young and aspiring mind, than the offer of 
being prime minister of his countiy ? What could be more 
difficult to resist, than the sentiments and wishes of his friends, 
and the pressing importunity of his sovereign? What more 
alluring to most men, than the means of disappointing the 
hopes of political rivals? Whoever had an opportunity of 
judging of what passed in Mr. Pitt’s breast upon this, and 
indeed upon every occasion where the public interest was 
concerned, could not but be convinced, that no person w:as less 
under the influence of an improper love of power. The good 
of his country was ever the ruling principle of his mind. 

On the 31st .of March, Mv. Pitt acquainted . the house of 
commons, that he had resigned the office of chancellor of the 
exchequer ; and upon being asked, whether he knew if any 
new arrangement was likely soon to take place, he replied, 
that he had no ' certain knowledge upon the subject, but he 
concluded, from his majesty’s answer to the address, that there 
would be no unnecessary delay. Lord Surry, after stating 
a variety of .circumstances, which required the immediate 
appointment of an administration, proposed the following 
resolution, as a ground-work of their future proceedings, 
“ That a considerable time. Laving now elapsed without an 
administration responsible for the conduct of public affairs, the 
interposition of this house, in the present alarming crisis, is 
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become necessaiy But this resolution being strongly objected 
to by Mr. Pitt, lord John Cavendish, and lord North, .upon the 
ground of its infringing the rojml prerogative, ' and of its 
impljdng a doubt of the sincerity of the assurance conveyed 
in his majesty’s answer to the late address, it was withdrawn; 
and lord Surry afterwards proposed an address, of consi- 
derable length, to his majesty, representing in detail, that the 
state of affairs, both at home and abroad, demanded the 
immediate appointment of an efficient responsible administra- 
tionj and repeating the supplications of the house, that his 
majesty would be pleased to take the necessary measures for 
that purpose ; But this address was also objected to upon nearly 
the same grounds as the resolution; and after a long debate, 
it was withdravTi, principally in consequence of a declaration 
from Mr. Pitt, tliat an administration would probably be 
formed very shortl}’- ; with a notice, however, from lord Suriy, 
that it certainly would be moved two days afterwards, if an 
administration should not then be appointed. 

At length, on the 2nd of April, after repeated impediments 
and interruptions, which strongly marked the reluctance of the 
king in acceding to the arrangement, a new administration was 
announced, consisting of the following persons, the duke of 
Portland, ffist lord of the treasury ; Mr. Fox and lord North, 
secretaries of state; lord John Cavendish, chancellor of the 
exchequer; lord Keppel, first lord of the admiralty’^; lord 

* Lord Keppel was appointed first lord of the admiralty when lord Rockingham 
came into office, in 1782, and he continued in that situation when lord Shelburne 
was made first lord of the treasury ; but disapproving the preliminary articles of 
peace, he resigned before they were discussed in parliament, and was succeeded 
by lord Howe. 
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Stormont, president of the council; and lord Carlisle, lord 
^ privy seal. The great seal was put into commission, at the 
head of which was lord Loughborough ; and the other com- 
missioners were, Mr. justice Ashurst and Mr. baron Hotham. 
The earl of Mansfield, chief justice of the king's bench, was to 
act as speaker of the house of lords Earnest application 
was made to Mr. Pitt to resume the office of chancellor of the 
exchequer, particularly by lord John Cavendish himself : but 
•to this proposal he would by no means listen, for the reasons 
which have been already stated. There was also a general 
change in the officers of his majesty's household.' 

Nearly six weeks had elapsed, since lord Shelburne and 
his colleagues declared, that they only remained in office till 
successors to them should be appointed, during which time 
Mr. Pitt-j- conducted the business of the house of comruons ini 
a manner, which greatly raised his character, and procured 
him universal respect. In this interval, besides the ordinary 
proceedings relative to the annual estimates, the issue of 
exchequer bills, and the mutiny bill, none of which could be 
postponed, several important subjects were discussed, and tliere 
were numerous debates on questions arising out of the treaties 
of peace recently concluded, and the long continuance of the 

* The chief justice of the king’s bench is generally in the commission, but he 
never acts as speaker of the house of lords, when there is a lord chancellor or 
a lord keeper, except in case of illness. 

-t Mr. Townshend, though he continued secretary of state, took very little part 
in the business of the house of commons after the second division upon the peace ; 
and, on the 4tli of March, he was created lord Sydney. 
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ministerial interregmim ; upon all which occasions Mr. Pitt ciiap.ii. 
spoke and acted as minister, acknowledging his responsibilit}^ . . 

and displaying the same zeal and diligence, as if he had been 
permanenll}'^ fixed in office. He supported this singular 
situation with so much dignity and propriety, that while 
scarcely any one regretted the resignation of lord Shelburne, 
persons of everj'- party and description expressed an earnest 
wish, that the public might not lose the services of Mr. Pitt, in 
whose integrity all confided, and whose abilities all admired. 

To give some idea of the general opinion which prevailed 
at this moment, I shall quote the beginning of a speech of 
Mr. Powj’s, on the 6 th of IMarch, upon the subject of pensions 
latel}^ gi'anted : he said, “ If ever there was a moment in which 
it would be presumptuous in him to submit a question to the 
house, he was sure that this was the moment; for this was 
a time when a S3’‘stem was set up, and gloried in bj* some 
people, of despising public opinion, and acting upon prin- 
ciples which would set that opinion at defiance*: at such 
a time, when party bore the sway, it was peculiarly presump- 
tuous in him to intermeddle with state affairs, who Avas of that 
description . of men, Avho Avere neither the leaders nor the 
followers of a partj'^^^ HoAvever, let Avhat Avould be thought of 
him, he AA^ould do Avhat he conceived to be his dut5^ Tlie 
administration of tliis country had for some time been burning 
in the socket, and had at last lost its light ; but perhaps it 
was, in one sense, no misfortune ; for Avhen he considered Avho 
it was that Avas at the head of that ministry'-, he. might say, 

* This so obviously referred to Mr. Fox’s coalition with lord North, that 
Mr. Fox could not but notice it in his speccli of this day. 
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■dkA'p. n. witli the tailor in the farce, ‘ that it was belter to have no head 
1783- ^ at all/ In the dissolution of that ministry, hoAvever, there 
was one thing greatly to be regretted, the retreat from office of 
the right honorable gentleman on the floor, (Mr. Pitt,) whose 
shining abilities qualified him for any situation ; but it was to 
be hoped, that he would not long remain unemployed. Great 
talents were public property ; and therefore the public ought 
not to be deprived of them. He was sorry, that going to speak 
of pensions, as he then was, he had it not in his power to saj?’, 
that one had been gvanted to the right honorable gentleman, 
who had been taken from a profession, to which he would have 
been an ornament, and in which his abilities must have soon 
raised him to one of its most important offices. His honor, 
however, 'was his own ; and he could only say, it was in the 
care of a, most intelligent and watchful guardian. If he would 
not blend with others in a system of politics, to which he could 
not conscientiously give his countenance, and was determined to 
retire, he would carry •with him the applause, the esteem, and 
admiration of his countiy. This could not be called poverty, 
but wealth' of the most desirable nature, which might exxite 
the envy of the pensioned and the titled statesman. The right 
honorable gentleman would retire with dignity, rich in con- 
scious-rectitude, rich in talents, rich in character, rich in the 
confidence of that house, rich in every quality which could 
adorn the man and the statesman." 

After explaining the grounds upon which the pensions 
referred to by hlr. Powys had been gi-anted, Mr. Pitt said, that, 

“ As far as. regarded the past conduct of the ministers, he had 
felt no sort of embarrassment in unbosoming himself fully to 
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llie house. There was, however, a pari, of his honorable 
frienchs speech, lo which he could not so easily reply, and 
wliich excited in his mind ihcAvarinest emotions — that was the 
part, in which his honorable friend had done him tlie honor 
to speak of him in terms, which must necessarily be imputed 
to the partiality of friendship : but he did assure the house, 
that to aflbrd satisfaction b}-^ any part of his conduct, to 
a gentleman so perfectly independent, and for whose character 
he had so much reverence and esteem, would gi-atif}' his 
ambition in a degree, next to that, if ever he should be so 
happ}- to experience it, of his coimtiy approving his services, 
and deeming them in the smallest respect conducive to the 
public welfare. With regard to those rewards and honors 
which had aAvaited his colleagues in oflice, he was neither so 
weak nor so rash as to expect or desire, what he was conscious 
he had no pretensions to receive. It was suflicient for hirn, 
called upon as he had been, at an early period of his life, to 
fill the exalted station in which he had been placed, that his 
weak endeavors to discharge the duties of it. faithfull}’' and 
diligently, had not been disapproved. He came into office 
with nothing to risque ; his colleagues had much to hazard: 
he had no right, therefore, vainly to suppose himself upon 
a footing with them ; and he did assure the honorable gentle- 
man, and the house, that his reward would be full}’’ adequate 
to the utniost of his wishes, if he should have the good fortune 
to find, that he had not lost the favorable opinion of that house 
and of his country,” 
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CHAPTER THE THIRD: 

1783 

End of Session of Parliament — Mr. Pitt visits France — Parliament meets — 
Mr, Fox’s India Bill — 3Ir. Pitt appointed First Lord of the Treasury, 

^ I H E new ministers having entered upon their respective 
' offices, and the other situations being filled by their friends, 

the business of the nation proceeded in its usual course. 
Mr. Eox took the lead in the house of commons.*, and was 
understood to have the principal influence in this motley 
administration ; lord North condescending to act a subordinate 
part under the man, to whom he had been for so many years 
the object of contempt and reproach. 

' On the 9th of April, Mr. Fox announced his intention of 
introducing two bills, in the room of Mr. Pitfs American 
intercourse bill. By one of them, he proposed merely to repeal 
the prohibitory acts ; and by the other, to remove the impedi- 
ments with respect to bonds, certificates, and other documents, 
which stood in the way of trade with the Americans, and to 
give the king in council power to regulate the duties and 
drawbacks upon goods imported from, and exported to, 
America : these were the only points, which, in his judgment, 

* On the 8th of April, the duke of Portland, in answer to a question from the 
duke of Richmond, said, that it was intended soon to call up lord North to the 
house of lords ; but he continued in the house of commons till the death of his 
father, the earl of Guildford, which did not take place till several years afterwards. 
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afpreseiit required the authority of parliament, as he preferred >"• 

leaving all other subjects to be settled by the treaty then under . ^ . 

negotiation, and which he thought might speedily be con- 
cluded ; and therefore he designed that the second bill should 
remain in force only six weeks, hlr. Pitt did not object to 
this mode of proceeding, being convinced of the necessity of 
opening an intercourse with America as early as possible, in 
order to prevent other countries from pre-occupying the 
American market. He sincerely wished, he said, that the 
negotiation might succeed as fully as IMr. Fox expected ; but 
when he recollected the diflicultics, which had arisen in the 
late discussions in that house, and the vast variety of consi- 
derations necessary to be adverted to, in a permanent com- 
mercial treat}’’ -ynth America, he omied he was not so sanguine, 
as to think it possible, that an arrangement, so comprehensive 
in its nature, so multifarious in its objects, and altogether so 
seriously important, could be completed Avithin the short 
period Avhich had been mentioned. It Avas from an idea of the 
unavoidable delay, Avhich must attend the bringing to an issue 
such a treaty as this, that he had been induced to propose 
a temporary measure, adapted to the necessity of the moment, 
and Avhich in fact included all the provisions enumerated by 
Mr. Fox. The bills passed AAuthout. any opposition ; but the 
house of lords extended the duration of the second bill to the 
20th of the folloAving December, in consequence of ministers 
haAuhg discovered, that the . treaty, as Mr. Pitt predicted-, 

Avould not' be brought to a conclusion so quickly as they had 
at first expected. 
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The cliancellor of the exchequer opened the budget on the 
16th of April ; and if appeared, that the loan of 12 millions, 
required for the present year, was negotiated in the same 
private mahner as the loans under lord Nortlfs administf atioii ; 
7,700,000 Z. were subscribed by eleven bankers, nearly upon 
terms proposed by themselves and previously agreed upon ; and 
the reriiaining 4,300,000 1 . were distributed by the chancellor of 
the exchequer himself, among the other bankers and monied 
men, the public companies, the clerks of the treasury, and df 
the bank, and his private friends.' This justified Mr, Pitt's 
suspicion, as far at least as one important branch of the 
public service was concerned, that the old system would be 
still pursued. • ' 

/ Mr. Pitt, severely censured both the terms of the loan, and 
the principle upon which it had been conducted. ' He entered 
into calculations to shew, that the lenders, according to the 
price of stocks; on that day, had no less a bonus than six per 
cent,, which was so much .more than had been usUal upon 
similar occasions,, that even ministers could not defend the 
measure,' upon- any other ground except' the impossibility, 
under the, present peculiar, circumstances, of borrowing, the 
money upon' better terms r of this, however, no fair trial had 
been niade by competition, although that mode of negotiating 
the loan had been suggested to the chancellor of the exchequer, 
by four of the most. considerable bankers in London; and’ he 
acknowledged, that he had' received an offer- of 60 millions 
from different persons. There were several other debates upon 
this business, in which Mr. Pitt accused Mr. Fox and lerd 
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John Cavendish, of the same disregard to economy, and of 
aiming at the same species of influence in the distribution of 
the loan, which lliey had so often, so recently, and so vehe- 
mently reprobated in lord North, when he was at the head of 
the treasury. The jiremium rose to more than eight per cent ; 
and a bargain so manifestly disadvantageous to the public % 
and so palpably inconsistent' with former declarations, could 
not but be injurious to the credit of administration 'f-.” 

Ox the 7th of Maj', Mr. Pitt again brought the business of 
, parliamentaiy reform before the house of commons; and as 
he had not succeeded in his motion last year, for the appoint- 
ment of a committee to examine into the general st ate of the 
representation, and some objection was made to that mode of 
proceeding, he now thought it right to propose a specific plan. 
After an eloquent eulogium upon the constitution of England, 
he desired the house not to suppose, that he meant, with tlie 
mad hand of modern visionaries and .speculative reformers, 
rashly and sacrilegiousl}’- to attempt an innovation on what our 
ancestors had purchased at so large an expence of treasure 
and of blood, and which they liad delivered to us as the most 
valuable of all, trusts; Avhich had already proved the source 
of so much happiness, and of so much gloiy ; and which it 

* Lord Shelburne, in the liouse of lords, said, that tlie loss to the public 
was 650,000/. 

t The consols, 3 per cents, , at the end : of March were at 70, but fell before 
lord John Cavendish quitted the exchequer in the following December, to 56, 
w'hich must have been caused by the ^^ew the public took of the management of 
the finances, and by the general Avant of confidence in ministers, as there was 
no public event to accoimt for that depression. 
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CHAP. HI. was SO obviously the interest and the duty of every man to 
^783- cherish, suppoii;, and defend. His intention was far different : 
he wished only, to restore the- true spirit of the constitution ; to 
renovate it Upon its own principles ; and to bring it back 
to: that degree of vigor, which the lapse of time, the alteration 
of circumstances, and a variety of events, to which all human 
institutions are liable, had tended to weaken and diminish. 
He reprobated the schemie of universal suffrage’ as absurd, 
impracticable, and not known or attempted at any period of 
the British history. His idea of representation, he said, was 
this : that the members, once chosen and returned to parliament, 
were, in effect,' the representatives of the people at large, as 
well of those who did not vote at all, or who having voted, 
gave their votes against them, as of those by whose suffrages 
they were actually seated in the house. There ought, however, 
to be a community of interests between the representatives 
and tho represented^ without which it would be in vain to 
expect the house of commons to be the guardian of the people's 
freedom, or to act as a check or control upon the executive 
power. Considering these great objects as not sufficiently 
secured by the present system, and conceiving that members 
for ,boroughs were more liable to the operation of undue' 
influence, than those ivho were returned for counties, he pro- 
posed, that-the number of county members should be increased 
by one hundred at least; and that every borough should be 
disfranchised, upon proof before an election committee of the 
house of commons, that a majority of the voters had been bribed 
and corrupted. By this expedient the boroughs would either 
be kept free from corniption, or would be gradually abolished. 
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'With a view of carrying this plan into execution, Mr. Pitt 
submitted to the lioiise three resolutions ; the first of which 
related to bribery and expencc at elections ; the second, to 
the disfranchisement of boroughs, under the above circum- 
stances ; and the third, to the addition of county members, and 
of representatives of the metropolis. 

Lord North, in opposing these resolutions, said, that in the 
whole course of his parliamentary engagements, he had never 
listened with so much care to an\' speech, as he had to the one 
made by the right honorable mover, (Mr. Pitt;) and he must 
do that gentleman the. justice to say, that he had never in his 
life been better paid for his attention. The candor, the 
moderation, the ingenuity, and eloquence, displayed by that 
gentleman, were sucli as did honor to the illustrious body 
of which he was so distinguished a member'". Tlie house 
divided upon the order of the. day, moved bj’^ lord North, for 
which 293 voted, and 149 against it ; and thus j\Ir. Ihtt failed 
b5fa much greater raajoritj'^ than before, which -was, perhaps, 
to be attributed to the increased influence of lord North, vdio 
was now secretary of state. 

Some difficulties having arisen relative to Mr. Pitfs bill for 
a reform in the customs, and it appearing to be the -wish of 
several respectable persons, that the business should be deferred 
till next session, Mr. Pitt consented. But, that the public 
might suffer as little loss or inconvenience as possible, from 

It should be acknowledged to the honor of lord North, that he always spoke 
of Mr. Pitt in the handsomest terms, though he knew. Mr. Pitt’s unfavorable 
opinion of him as a public man. 
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cHAr.ni. the delay, he moved, oh the 30 th= of Ma}'-, a resolution, for- 
1783- bidding the grant of any patent office in the customs, in 
possession or reversion, except during pleasure, before, the 
next session. Mr. Fox said,' he had not the least objection to 
the resolution : he rose only to desire, that if he allowed the 
motion to pass, without any opposition on his part, his 
acquiescence might not be interpreted into an approbation of 
the principle of the bill, or disapprobation of the mode of giving 
places, by patent. Mr. Pitt admitted, that tliis explanation was 
perfectly consistent Avith his object, which was merely to leave, 
die business open for future discussion ; and the resolution 
passed unanimously. . 

On the 2 nd of June, Mr. Pitt presented to the house of 
commons, the bill (of Avhich he had given notice some time 
before,) for preventing abuses, and establishing certain regu- 
lations in the public offices : He said, that, this bill embraced 
some of the objects pointed out in the king's speech, at the 
opening of the session ; and that the. delay in introducing it, 
had been caused by its comprehensive nature, and , the change 
of administration. That the house might be informed of the 
grounds upon which this, bill was framed, and.' of the degree 
and extent of die reformation it ivas intended to accomplish, 
he moved three resolutions, which passed unanimously, requir- 
ing to be laid before the house, an . account of. the fees, 
gratuities, and.perquisites, received in eighteen public offices^ 

These offices Avere,' the admiralty office; the ordnance office, the war office, the 
office of the comptroller of the-airmy accounts; -the navy office, the' navy pay-office; 
the victualling office, the sick and hurt office, the custoih house, the excise office. 



127 


of the anniial incidental charges incurred ; and of the number 
of officers and clerks, with their respective salaries, employed 
in each of them 

j\Ir. Burke, in speaking upon this bill, having insinuated, 
that exorbitant fees had been taken for passports, since the 
cessation of hostilities, and during the lime of the late 
administration, hlr. Pill desired, that the matter might be 
inquired into ; and he himself seconded two motions, made 
b}’’ l\Ir. Burke, the one for an account of all fees received for 
passports, since November 30lh ; and the other, for copies of 
all letters apjDlying for redress, or complaining of fees taken 
for passports during the same period. Tlie returns to these 
motions proved, to the satisfaction of eveiy one, that the fees 
alluded to by hlr. Burlve, were the same as always had beeii 
taken under .the same circumstances, and that no blame 
whatever was imputable to the late ministers. . ■ 

Among the taxes proposed this year, by the chancellor of 
the exchequer, was one upon receipts, u^iich -was veiy much 
disliked in the country; and many places having instructed their 
representatives to vote against it, it met with great opposition 
in the house. But Mr. Pitt made a speech in its favor, on the 
12th of June, and declared his determination to support the 
tax, notwithstanding all that had been said against it. Upon 

tlie office of surveyor general of, his majesty’s land revenues, the office of sun^eyor 
general of his majesty’s woods and forests, the tax office, the stamp office, the 
salt office, the post office, the hawkers’ and pedlars’ office, and the hacTcney 
coach office. The treasury was not included, because the fees of that office had 
already been regulated, and were carried to a fund out of which the secretaries 
and clerks were paid. 
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this 'occasion, Mr. Sheridan, secretary of the treasury, acknow- 
ledged that Mr. Pitt had spoken with infinite candor ; and 
indeed his support was of material service to ministers, as well 
as highly creditable to himself. ' He disdained to take advan- 
tage of the unpopularity of the tax, for the purpose of 
distressing government ; thus fulfilling his promise of affording 
assistance to the new administration, whenever he could do 
it consistently with the public interest. 

He received, however, soon after, a very unsuitable return 
from ministers ; the first and second reading' of his bill for the 
regulation of the public offices, had taken place ^vith A’^ery 
little observation ; but his motion, on the 17th of June, for its 
being referred to a committee, Avas opposed by lord John 
CaA'^endish, on the ground of the inutility of tlie measure; and 
that any abuse which did exist, might be corrected by the 
heads of the respective offices. In repl)^ Mr. Pitt expressed 
considerable surprise at the opposition of the noble lord ; and 
stated a variety of facts, Avhich had come to his knoAvledge ih 
consequence of inquiry he had made, to prove the necessity 
of such a bill; and that the correction of abuses Avas not to 
be expected from the heads of offices, avIio Avere, in fact, the 
persons that profited bj’" them. He mentioned, that the chief 
clerk in the navy office, Avhose salary Avas about 250 /. a year, 
receiA'ed in gi'atuilies, not authorized by laAv, 2 , 500 /. a year; 
and that other clerks, Avith smaller salaries, received perquisites 
in the same proportion ; that the accounts of contractors Averc 
examined and passed by persons, avIio Averc actuall}’- in the pay 
of the contractors themselA’^es ; that the secretary of the post 



129 

office, whose salary was 600/. a year, received a .per-cenlage cnAP.m. 
upon all packets, and that the whole emoluments of his situation . 
amounted to 3,000 /. a year ; that oflices were sold, a practice 
which lord John Cavendish himself had acknowledged ought to 
be checked ; that emplo 5 *ments in the stamp oflice were, in many 
instances, held by gentlemen’s servants, who received the 
salaries Avithout ever attending at the oflice, having, through 
the interest of tlieir masters, obtained leave of absence ; that 
large sums Avere unnecessaril}'^ expended b}'" the board of Avorks, 
in the repair of houses and buildings belonging to the public, 
and also under the head of incidental expcnces, AAdiich AA’^ere 
made to include almost CA-^eiy thing, not only for the public 
offices, but for the use of persons in oflice at their OAvn private 
houses, both iii tOAAm and countT 5 r ; and that such Avas die 
laAUsh consumption of AvliatAvere called stationary Avares, that, 
in that article, lord North, the last j'-earhe Avas in oflice, put 
the public to the expence of 1,300/. one item of Avhich Avas 
340/. for Avhipcord. Mr. Pitt completely acquitted the noble 
lord of any knowledge of this absurd extraA^ngance ; but, from 
that very circumstance, he inferred the propriety of adopting, 
a new system. Tliese and other abuses of a similar description, 
it was the object of the present bill (he said,) to correct ; and 
he added, that it Avould produce a saAung of 40,000/. a year to 
the public, Avhich was only a small part of the economical 
reform intended by the late ministers, if they had been permitted 
to remain in their situations, and for Avhich materials had been 
actually collected Avith much labor and care, and left in the 
treasury. This statement shewed the great attention Avliich 
Mr. Pitt had given, the short time he Avas chancellor of the 
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CHAP. HI. exchequer, to tlie business of every public office, concerned 
. . in the,;receipt or expenditure of. the country ; and the facts 

which he adduced, and . the reasoning with which; he accom- 
panied them, were so striking andi convincing, that, notwith- 
standing, the .objections of the present chancellor of the 
exchequer, Mr. .Pitt’s motion was agreed to without a division, 
and the bill. went thi'ough the. committee. It passed the house 
of: commons, on the iqth of June; ministers,. though avoAvedly 
adverse, to. the billj not venturing, to divide the: house : upon it, 
in any of its stages.. They had probably determined, that it 
should be opposed;. in the house of lords, where they were 
more confident of success; and accoi'dingly it was rejected in 
that house, by a majorit 3 r of 40 to 24; ministers, and their 
adherents, , voting against, it. The conduct of Mr. P ox and- his 
friends, upon this bill, afforded the country an incontestable 
proof,- how little they were disposed to act iniofiice upon the 
principles,, which they had professed when in opposition. 

■ Ministers, however, although they .would not accede to 
Mr. Pitt’s comprehensive plan, wliich applied to’so many of 
the public offices, yet, observing the credit he gained by. his 
exertions to introduce economical reform, seem to have thought 
that something. of the kind, ought to be attempted by them- 
selves ; and therefore, at the end:of June, lord John Cavendish, 
availing himself of the suggestions in the reports of the com- 
missioners , of accounts, . brought . a bill into the house of 
commons,, for. abolishing the .offices of chamberlain and usher 
of ;the exchequer j after the death of the present possessors, and 
for limiting to ’certain definite sums the incomes of the other 
principal. officers .in;the exchequer,, who were at present paid 
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bj'- a per-centage upon llie raoney issued ; and 'wdiose profits chaimh 
increasing Avilhtlie expences and distress of the country, rose, . ^ . 

in time of '^var, to an enormous' heiglit. He proposed, that the 
auditor of the exchequer should receive 4,000 1. a year ; 
each teller, 2,700 /.-j-; and his deputy, 1,000/. ; the clerk 6f 
the pells, 3,000 his deput}', 800/.; and his receiver, 200/. : 
these regulations were not to take place during the' life-time of 
the present auditor, tellers, and clerk of the pells. Mr. Pitt 
objected to the allowances as being too large ; but after several 
debates and divisions, the bill passed. 

Bnro RE the close of the session, lord John Cavendish, in 
consequence of a motion made by Mr. Pitt, ucarl)’’ five months 
before, presented to the house, a book, containing, “ A list of 
public accountants, who have received public money by way 
of imprest, and upon account, and who have not yet accounted 
for the same, and of those persons from whom balances of 
declared accounts are still due,” by which it appeared, that 
the sums' unaccounted for, amounted to upwards of 44 millions. 

Fifty millions had been mentioned by Mr. Pitt, upon the faith 
of this veiy book, which had in fact been prepared by his 
direction, while he was chancellor of the exchequer, but which 
he had not had leisure to examine accurately when he quitted 
office. The difference of -six millions - arose from a mistake 
made by the person employed to prepare the book, and was 
afterwards - discovered. 

* The emoluments of this office, in time of peace, were 7,000/. a- year.- 
t The emoluments of a tellership, in time of peace, were 2,500/. a year, 
f The emoluments of this office, in time of peace; were' 3,300/. a year. 
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prelirainaiy articles liad been ratified with the states general 
of the United Province's. His majesiy then proceeded to 
mention, that the situation of the East India coinpanj'-, and the 
necessity of providing for the security and improvement of the 
revenue, were his reasons for calling parliament together at 
this early season ; and after expressing his confidence, that 
they would adopt such measures, as the restoration of peace, 
after so long and so expensive a v'ar, might make expedient, 
he concluded, by recommending temper and moderation in all 
their deliberations. 

Upon an address being moved in the usual form, ]\Ir. Pitt 
admitted, that there was not one exceptionable idea either in 
the speech, or in the address ; but ho said, it appeared to him 
singular, that the house was now called upon to thank his 
majest}’’ for concluding definitive treaties, acknowledged to be 
in substance the same os the preliminaiy articles, for xvhich, in 
the last session, the house had refused to thank the crown. 
He contended, that the address now proposed was, as far as 
the peace was concerned, in its real principle, the same as the 
one, which upon. that occasion was rejected ; and therefore he 
should consider the vote of this'da}'' as the paneg5b'ic of the 
late ministers, upon that vei’y point for Avhich th'ej’’ were then 
censured In pursuing the topics’noticed in the king's speech^ 
he adverted to the affairs of India, and to the state of the 
revenue; and concurring with the sentiments expressed by his 
majesty, gave his decided opinion, that those two important 
subjects demanded the serious and immediate attention of 
ministers. . Mr. Pox thanked Mr. Pitt for his 'support; and 
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ciiAiMtj. infonncd the liousc, that on that day se'nniglit he woidd make 
. a motion relative to India. 

Bnronr. T give an account, of t.lint motion, it may be right 
to lake a short retrospect of Indian aflairs. 'J’hc first English 
East India company vas established in 1600, bj' charier, wliich 
ivasrencv'cd by James the first, Charles the first, James the 
second, and William and Mary. A second company was 
established, by act of parliament, in 16'98; and in 1708, these 
two companies v'ere, Ijy the same authority, formed into one, 
the views and designs of which, were, at that time, confined to 
commerce. Being therefore merely a society of merchants, 
united for the purpose of carrying on more advantageously, 
a valuable and distant trade, the privileges granted them were 
adapted to that, and to no other, object. Wlien the compan 5 ’'j 
b}’’ an unforeseen change of circumstances, and an unexpected 
train of events, became possessed of extensive temtories with 
a large revenue, and exercised a species of political sovereignty 
over dependent princes, unknown in modern Europe, in addition 
to, but connected with, their commercial concerns, it was soon 
evident, that a set of merchants, however respectable for 
character and talents, were wholly incompetent, as well from 
the want of suitable knowledge, as of sufficient authorit}^ 
to manage these complicated and arduous affairs ; and those, 
to whom- thejr necessarily entrusted great powers in India, 
being removed, from the eye of their employers, to the distance 
of half the globe, were too apt to . 3 deld to the ■ temptations,, 
which the feeble and unsuspecting inhabitants of a rich and 
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fertile coiintiyamply supplied ; and A\diicli it u'as the more diffi- ch,\t>. m. 
-cult to resist, from the conviction, that , ^vliatever miglit be their . . 

conduct, they had but little to fear from the dissatisfaction or 
resentment of their, masters at liome. 

The first considerable accession of territory was in 3765*; 
and in the years immediately following, several acts of par- 
liament passed, which aimed at nothing’ bc3mnd regulations 
respecting tlie dividends upon East India, stock, and- other 
financial matters. In 1773, the abuses and malversations in 
India had risen to such a height, as to call aloud for coiTeclion; 
and a bill was introduced bj’’ lord North, and passed in that 
j'^ear, , for . the better government of India in. future; but it 
proved utterly inadequate to its object. Tyranny, oppression, 
and faithlessness, both towards states and individuals, continued 
and increased ; the British name was disgraced ly tlie grossest 
acts of, violence and . injustice ; the territorial possessions .were 
brought into a slate of imminent danger ; and the' companj'’ 
sufiered very considerable, pecuniary embarrassment, in con- 
sequence of heav}’’ expences incurred b}’’ wars with the native 
powers, while their servants, with few exceptions, regarding 
only their own private interests, acquired immense riches by 
fraud, peculation, extortion, and plunder. 

The general situation of the company’s affairs, and the com 
duct of the governors and others in high offices in India, had, 
of late ^rears, been frequently the subjects of discussion in 
parliament; and at length, on the I5th of Februar}^ 1781, in 
consequence of intelligence received from Calcutta, and of 

Namely, the duannies of IBengal, Baliar, and Orissa, and the five northern 
circars, by lord Clive. 
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CHAP. in. petitions to ilie house of commons, a select committee was 
^ 7^3- appointed to take into consideration the state of the administra- 

tion of justice in the provinces of Bengal, Baliar, and Orissa, 
and their several dependencies. The committee was afterwards 
instructed, to consider, how the British possessions in the East 
Indies might be held and governed with the greatest security 
and advantage to this countiy, and by what means the happi- 
ness of the native inhabitants might be best promoted. General 
Smith was chairman of this committee, which consisted prin- 
cipally of persons in opposition to lord Norths government. 
On the 30th of April following, lord North hirhself, in conse- 
quence , also of intelligence lately received, moved for the 
appointment of a secret committee, “ to inquire into the 
causes of the war that now subsists in the Carnatic, and of the 
present condition of the British possessions in those parts, and 
to report, the same to the house, with their observations there- 
upon of this committee ,Mr. Dundas was chairman, and all 
its members were friends of administration. Both these com- 
mittees continued to sit through the remainder of diat session, 
and the whole of the two sessions which began in November 
1781, and December 1782*. During this long period, they 
earned on their inquiries witli the utmost zeal and diligence ; 
their respective chairmen making, from time to time, elaborate 
and circumstantial reports to. the house, and moving a great 
variety of resolutions -f', which gave rise to several debates. As 

* Tlie select committee was revived upon a motion of Mr. Fox’s, November 12, 
1783. The secret committee had finished their inquiries. 

T Mr. Dundas moved in resolutions and general Smith 10. Mr. Dundas 
acknowledged, in the handsomest terms, tliat in drawing up the reports of the 
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Mr. Pitt was not a member of either of these committees, and chap. iu. 
took no part in the debates immediately consequent upon their . 
proceedings, I shall only observe, that the reports, which were 
drawn up with great ability and precision, contained a pro-^ 
digious mass of authentic, important, and interesting infor- 
mation, relative to the transactions and concerns of the 
company, both at home and abroad ; from which it appeared, 
that the distressed state of their finances, the critical situation 
of their territorial acquisitions, the mal-practices of some, and 
the unwise conduct of others, whb had been invested with 
authority in India, arid the want of power to punish past, or 
guard against future abuses, demanded both immediate relief, 
and a. general reform in the present system. The orders of the 
court of directors had been disobeyed, and the resolutions of 
the house of commons disregarded; and therefore it was 
universally agreed, that, nothing but an act of the legislature, 
with suitable provisions, could prevent the ruin of the company, 
or the loss of our settlements in India. . 

Though such was the opinion of every party, and of every 
individual, the successive ministers had been so occupied by 
the business of the war, and the negotiations for peace, with 
other pressing matters, that they had not found leisure to enter 
fully and effectually into this extensive and difficult , subject ; 
but in April 1783, Mr. Dundas, rvho was unconnected with 
the persons then in office, thought it incumbent upon him, 
after the opinions he had delivered, and the pledges he had 

secret committee, and in preparing the resolutions which he moved, he had been 
greatly assisted by Mr. Thomas Orde, afterwards lord Bolton. 

They fill several folio volumeS- 
VOL. I. T. 
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U%i- v.iitrs. Uf tluii (nal ( 'i>rnv, v..-i.h ?li»- juost 

pr*>prT In ’iVirrvi-tl Mt, U’.l'-titiv'-, hul h<' }rs|nir«% 

Ki«- lit ■hnuif? hn stin-f tr ij hi llm ti'lU. M itii'lrr ■„ 

isn’.*, rV«-r, luiVSlH,’ ;U!!tr>'lf5r«-<i tl>«‘sr ir.iliUfintv In iHiHini- 

t # 

ti{ it'’ rl:sT!'’f <, Mr. DitHflin, rUif tint ijUi injit tn nurv it 
th*- Isniisn. And it Ix tn’* tttulflr 'tond ;ultt!itH>-lra!io;i inni 

tin inriistirr (4* t!i< ir nwn tn prnpn-*', tin- i lr.’.innan f>r lh>r fva.si 
India cninjiany, in'l h< inr** ih-' |>rnri:ii;t*’d'>n. innvcd fr»r 

Innvn tn liHitit it) u n*’ :\ tcsnpnrary n\|)<‘di«'iit, the nhjnct.s 
tif wltirls '.vrrr. U» ihr payim nl of a laritn Mun.abnul 

a tnilliiMi, <lnr fmai ririnpany (<>r in atillinrii'n 

a dividt-nd nf 4 pt-r cnni tn tht- jir(»pri«'tnrs, at luidsnnnticr 
ITtit*. nti<l t** ttnddf thn minpanv to !u*n'«>'.v far 

prnv.-nt ♦•xiii.i tu' !«'».. 'I’lii.'’ luntion wa-'- vamndt-d hy innlJnhn 

Cuvcndisli. wljtj prcnni'-ad Id.*' asvislanc'f tn the mi ia’iirr-, upon 
the nrottnd of tln‘ lure^Mty snpjiiirlinu the credit nf the 
coiiiipnnv, witli Avdiose intere''ts thr»sti of the |nti>lic were inli- 
rnalelj' cnmiected. 'I’IiIn hill, which passetl withoiil any 
difilcnlty, atforded Mr. I'ox an opporlnnity of dedarinir his 
intention to hrinn forward (he consideration of the atVair.': of 
India, ttarly in the next, .‘icssion ; and wc have seen tliat the 
kinn’.s speech mentioned the situation of the East India 



company, as one of the reasons for calling parliament together 
before Christmas, which had not been usual in time of peace. 

On the 18th of November, Mr. Fox, conformably to the 
notice he had given, opened his 'plan relative to Indian affairs, 
vdiicli produced such important consequences. He began his 
speech, by stating the urgent necessity of a radical change in 
the mode of managing our Indian concerns ; and he proceeded 
to explain the particulars of the plan, which he wished to 
submit to the house, as the only means of extricating the 
company from their present pecuniary distress, and of securing 
our valuable territories in the east. He proposed to establish 
in London a board of seven commissioners, who should have 
full power to conduct and manage all the affairs of the com- 
pan}'-, civil, military, and commercial, •with authority to take 
possession of all charters, papers, books, vessels, •^varehouses, 
goods, money, and every species of property belonging to the 
company; and to suspend, remove, and appoint all officers and 
servants, of every description, employed by them, both in 
Europe and Asia ; and that under tliese commissioners, and 
subject to their control, there should be eight persons, each 
possessing India stock to the amount of 2,000 Z. who should 
act as their assistants, and whose peculiar duty it should be 
to superintend and regulate all matters connectedwith the trade 
of the company. He farther proposed, that in the first 
instance, both the seven commissioners, and their eight assist- 
ants, should be appointed by parliament, and that their power 
should continue for a limited time, three or five years ; that 
any of the seven conunissioners should be removable bv the 
king, upon a vote of either, house of parliament, and that any 
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cirAP.iii. of the eight assistants should be removable by five of the seven 
commissioners ; that any vacancy, which might happen among 
the commissioners, should be filled up by the king, and among 
the assistants, by the court of proprietors ; that provision 
should be made, under the direction of the commissioners, for 
the punishment of all offences committed by the compan)’‘’s 
servants in India, whether in their conduct towards the native 
princes, or in the internal management of the company's 
affairs ; that an exact account of the mercantile transactions of 
the company should be laid before the court of proprietors^ 
every half year ; and that an account of all the proceedings, 
both of the commissioners at home, and of their servants 
abroad, should be laid before the board of treasury, previous 
to the commencement of every session of parliament, for the 
purpose of its being submitted to both houses. This was to 
be the substance of one bill ; and he announced his intention 
of introducing a second bill, for preventing all ambitious pro- 
jects for the extension of our territorial possessions in India ; 
for securing to landholders both the enjo 3 ’^ment and inheritance 
of their property ; for prohibiting the servants of the company 
from receiving presents from the native powers and zemindars, 
or oppressing them by increase of rent or tribute ; for abo- 
lishing monopolies ; and for explaining the powers granted by 
the act of 1773, to the council general in Bengal, over the 
other presidencies, in matters relating to war, peace, and trea- 
ties. Having explained the substance of his two intended 
bills, Mr. Fox again urged the plea of necessit)^ as the ground 
of what he acknowledged to be “ a strong measure,” and said, 
he was aware, lhat in proposing it, “ he ran a considerable 



Ml 


risque, that he i)ii( his situation as a minister to (lie liaj'nrd.” 
From these and otlier similar expressions, it was evident that, he 
had some misaiving in his own mind, eoneernin*: tlie reeeplion 
liis plan miglit experienee. and the elleet it miKht have 
upon himself and his character. 'Powanls the end of his 
speech he alluded to his coalition with lord North, itj a manner 
which marked a consciousness of its unpopularity: he lamented 
the absence of his noble colletimieon account of indisj)ositionj 
and regretted the want of his assistance in the arduous task 
of the day: but he was happy to be able to assure the liouse, 
that lie and the noble lord perfectly coincided in sentiment and 
opinion upon the subject : and he trusted that, as the bill would 
be some lime in its progress, lie should still have the benefit of 
the noble lord's powerful support. He concluded by moving, 
“ Tiiat leave be given to bring in a bill for vesting the allairs 
of the East India company in the hands of certain commis- 
sioners, for the benefit of the proprictoi-s and the public.’’ 

]\rr. Pitt instantly saw the .Muious objections to whicli the 
proposed plan was liable, although the nature of it had been 
studiously concealed, till disclosed that day by l\]r. Fox; and 
rising immediately after colonel North had seconded the 
motion, he said, that when the bill came before the house, he 
should examine its provisions with the accuracy and care w'hich 
theydeniandcd. He admitted, what h;id been so eloquently slated 
by the right honorable gentleman, that great and enormous 
abuses had taken place in the management of our Indian 
concerns ; and great indeed he thought thc}’^ must be, to 
warrant a measure, which he would be bold to declare, was 
a direct violation of the principles of the constitution, and an 
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cHAi'. til. entire abrogation of all llic anticnl cliarlcrs and privileges, by 
, AV'hicli tbe company had been first established, and had since 

" -V 

existed. He the more particularly urged the attention of tlie 
house to the plan, vhich they liad just hc.'ird, as the right 
honorable mover had not introduced it rvith any satisfactory 
reasons for instituting a board with jmwers of so extraordinary 
and alarming a nature. It was true, the* bill was said to be 
founded on necessity. But what was this ? Was it not neces- 
sity that had always been the plea of eveiy illegal exertion of 
power, or exercise of oppression ? Was not necessity the 
pretence of every usurpation ? of every infringement of human 
freedom? Nccessit}' was the argument of tyrants; it was the 
creed of slaves. No advantage had been slated as likely to 
result from }ielding to this necessity, except that of destroying 
the coiTupl influence, which had been exerted by the company 
and their servants, in the two houses of parliament ; but he 
contended, that if the source of this influence should be 
possessed by the same commissioners, who Avere to have the 
sole direction and command of every part of Indian affairs, 
the minister himself, who Avas, in fact, to nominate these 
commissioners, Avould not only be the goA^ernor of India, but 
enjoy the power and patronage, Avhich, it Avas pretended, this 
bill, was chiefl}’- designed to eradicate. Under this idea, he 
again most earnestly recommended, that the bill might remain 
on the table so long as to enable every member of the house 
to form an adequate opinion of the necessity of the measure, 
and of the tendency of its principle. 

In speaking of the second bill, Mr. Pitt said, that the right 
honprable gentleman had his sincere thanks and applause for 
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tile manner in wliicli he proposed to give security, stability, chaimu. 
and permanency to the property of the antient inhabitants in . . 

our Indian territories : but while he paid this deserved tribute 
to his intentions towards the natives in our eastern possessions, 
which he joined the warm and animated feeling of the whole 
house, in acknowledging to be characteristic of English libe- 
ralit)^ he hoped never to see them carried into effectj if tlie 
adoption of them must be attended with the absolute loss of 
our own most valuable privileges. The right honorable secre- 
tary was willing to secure to the Gentoos their natural rights ; 
but let him take care that in doing so, he did not destroy the 
liberties of Britons : while he provided for the protection and 
safet}!: of our subjects abroad, let him shew some consideration 
for the chartered rights of our countrymen at home. He 
concluded, with expressing a wish, that the second reading of 
the first bill should not take place without a call of the house, 
for he was assured, that not a single member, when he heard of 
it, would consider himself uninterested in its fate. Several 
members spoke after Mr. Pitt ; and Mr. Eox then gave notice, 
that he should move the second reading of the first bill on the 
27th ; Mr. Pitt requested the delay of a few days, that there might 
be time for a call of the house ; but Mr. Pox would not consent. 

Leave was given to Mr. Pox, to bring in both bills ; and the 
call of the house on the motion of Mr, Pitt, was fixed for the 
3 rd of December, the earliest day on which it could with any 
propriety take place. 

This plan strongly marked the bold and ambitious character 
of its author. We have seen, that Mr. Pox admitted the risque 
he incurred by the proposal ; and it was generally believed, 
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cji.M'. lu. ilial more than one of his friends endeavored lo dissuade Iiim 
■ ' . from so hazardous an altcmpl^ -, but he refused lo listen lo 

tlicir advice, being convinced, thai the plan, if il succeeded, 
would probably establish him in oflicc for life ; and foreseeing, 
if il failed, no other bad consequence than the end of his 
adminislralion, the continuance of which, under present 
circumstances, he well knew to be extremely precarious. Such 
appears lo have been the ground of i\rr. Fox's conduct, in 
bringing forward a measure, which would have efiected 
a material change in the constitution, by the creation of a new 
independent power, greater than that of the king. Tlie 
appointment lo all the ofliccs of the company at home, and to 
the governments and other lucrative situations, of every descrip- 
tion, in India ; the disposal of the military commands and 
commissions in the armies of that immense empire ; the annual 
nomination of cadets and -wTiters to the different settlements ; 
the power of protecting those who returned to England, Avith 
fortunes acquired by means which could not bear a strict 
examination •'h; the purchase of merchandize and stores, lo the 
amount of five or six millions a year ; the taking up of ships, 
and the contracts for freight — these and various other means 
of favor, and sources of patronage, connected Avitli such nume- 

* It was confidently said, that Mr. Fox consulted the earl of Mansfield, chief 
justice of the king’s bench, and at that time acting as speaker of the house of 
lords, who expressed himself decidedly against tlie measure ; which is the more 
likely to be true, as his lordship and his nephew lord Stormont, then president 
of the council, both voted for the rejection of the bill. 

j- In one of the debates upon this bill, Mr. Burke represented the power of 
protecting those who returned from India " loaded •u’ith odium and mth riches,” 
us a source of, influence far greater than the nomination to office. 



145 


rolls establishments, such extensive trade, so large a dominion, chaimik 
and so ample a revenue, must have constituted a degree of 
influence, • which, when opposed to ministers, might have 
impeded the necessaiy functions of executive government ; 
and when friendlj’-, might have enabled them to cany any 
measures, however injurious to the liberties of the people, or to 
the prerogative of the crown. 

In support of what has been now asserted, relative to the 
fonnidable extent of Indian patronage, I must observe, that 
it is stated in one of the reports of the select committee, which 
wm’e draivn up bj'' the friends of Mr. Pox, and ivere appealed 
to as the ground and justification of this plan, that “ the East 
India compan}’’ is in possession of a vast empire, with 
a boundless patronage, civil, militaiy, marine, commercial, 
and financial; in every department of which, such foitunes 
have been made, as could be made no where else."’ Mr. Fox’s 
own authority may also be quoted upon this subject : in April 
of the preceding year, when he was secretary of state, he said, 

(in the house of commons,) that “ he could not, consistently 
ivith his regard for the constitution of the countiy, approve the 
taking away from the East India compan}^, and placing under 
the direction of the crown, the entire management of our 
territorial possessions in the east : this would afford to govern- 
ment such ample means ' of corruption and undue influence, 
as might, in the end, overthrow the whole constitution, and 
deprive us of our best and dearest rights ; on which account, 
he'thought it would be more prudent to leave to the company 
the appointment of its own servants.” If should be remem- 
bered, that the patronage, from lyhicli he then apprehended 

VOL. I. 


u. 



146 


cuAP.in. such mischievous consequences, if placed in the crown, was 
^7^3- confined lo tlie terrilorial possessions of the company ; whereas 
he now proposed to give lo the commissioners recommended 
by himself, not only that patronage, but also the additional 
appointment to all tlic offices and ernpIo 5 Tnents connected with 
the trade, and every other concern of the company, both at 
home and in India. And on the vciy da}- he moved for leave 
lo bring in this bill, he said, that the influence, of the crovm 
had been diminished : but, added he, “ the influence of the 
crown, in its most enormous and alarming slate, was nothing 
compared to the boundless patronage of the East India 
government, if the latter was to be used in the influence of 
this house."' Could there be a stronger condemnation of the 
plan, than this acknowledgment by its author ? It was impos- 
sible for any one to doubt, how patronage Avould be used, when 
placed at the command of seven political men, six of whom, 
as ivill hereafter be seen, were members of the house of com- 
mons, and the seventh a member of the house of. lords; all 
nominated by a person, wdiose avowed principle it was, as well 
as that of those with whom he was more immediately connected, 
that England ought to be governed by a part 3 ^ Tliis measure 
was the legitimate offspring of such a principle, operating upon 
a mind, conscious of possessing neither the favor of the king, 
nor the confidence of the people, and deteimined upon acquiring 
power in defiance of both. 

The true idea, therefore, of this plan, is, that it was intended, 
not to add to the power of the king's government in general, 
but to, give such, a degree of strength to the present ministers, 
as to ensure their continuance in office ; or, if they should be 
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compelled to resign, to render them so powerful, by tlie chaimu. 
patronage which they would retain when out of office, that no . ^7^3- ; 
future administration could long resist their opposition ; more 
especiall}’’, as it was understood, that Mr. Fox had it in 
contemplation still farther to diminish the influence of the 
crown. 

In addition to this fundamental objection, resting upon the 
essential principles of the British constitution, it is to be 
remarked, that this plan would have caused a total and complete 
revolution in our whole Indian s 3 ’^stem, both with respect to 
commerce and territorial government. It would also have 
violated private property, by taking away from the stock- 
holders, those fights, which they purchased with their stock ; 
and it would have abrogated the charters of the East India 
compan 5 ’'^% by annihilating the court of directors, and by 
depriving the court of proprietors of every part of tlieir real 
power. Such an invasion of private property and public 
charters, could not have taken place, without affecting, if not 
in. its immediate, at least in its remote, consequences, in its 
principle, and by analogy, every class and eveiy individual of 
the community. Nor is this all : the commissioners, being 
invested with the whole political authority in India, might, 
designedly or accidentally, have pursued a line of conduct 
directly opposite to that of the king^s government ; nay, they 
might have involved this country in war with France or Holland, 

* Mr. Lee, the attorney general, when alluding to- the alleged infraction of the 
company’s charter, said, “ A charter is nothing more than a piece of parchment, 
with a hit of wax dangling to it.” This unguarded expression had great effect in 
the country. 
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on account of their eastern possessions, and in consequence^ 
of that connexion which must necessarily subsist between-; 
European and Indian politics, without even the privity of his; 
majesty^s ministers, with whom they were not bound to keep 
up, any communication, except by delivering an annual state- 
ment of their proceedings. An imperium in imperio would- 
therefore have been established, of the Avorst and most dan- 
gerous kind ; and that unity of action Avpuld have . been, 
destroyed, which is essential to the peace and good government, 
of every nation. : 

The guards proposed by Mr. Eox, against the evils to be 
apprehended from this bill, Avere not such as Avere likely to have 
aiiy considerable effect. The appointrnent of the commis- 
sioners by parliament, was in reality, (as was observed by 
Mr.iPitt,) leaving them to be nominated by Mr. Eox. It is true, 
the commission was to. continue only for a limited time, four 
years as , ultimately settled ; but there was every reason to 
believe, that this enormous patronage would have prevented 
a . change of ministers within any such period ; and in that 
case, a reneAval of the commission would have been easily 
obtained. The poAver of removing a commissioner, by a vote 
of either house iof parliament, would have been nugatory, as 
parliamentary ’ interposition would not have been justified, 
except in cases of gross and palpable misconduct, Avhich the 
.commissioners, might: have contrived to avoid, even Avhile they 
secretly exerted the most mischievous influence. The appoint- 
ment of a neAv commissioner by the king, in case of a vacancy 
by death or otherAvise, would have been equally unavailing ; 
since, if the- present ministers Avere in office, one of their own 
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friends would succeed ; and if there were an adverse' adminis- chap. nr. 
tration, the new commissionei- would have but little weight . . 

against the other six remaining members of tlie board. 

Mr. Fox affirmed, that this bill created no new power, but 
merelj’- gave to a board of commissioners that power, which 
had been hitherto possessed by the company! But it was 
justly observed, that it was a transfer of power from a body 
of men, not politicians, numerous and fluctuating, by whom; 
the boundless patronage of India was divided into a thousand 
little wandering streams, which being now collected into 
a single channel, would be poured, like an irresistible flood, 
upon this country, and sweep away its liberties^ — it was 
a transfer from a large unconnected body, into the hands of 
a small junto, politically connected, independent of tlie crown, 
by whom; India would be converted into one vast political 
engine, to be levelled, as • the party might choOse, either 
against the prerogatives of the sovereign, or the independence 
of parliament. 

As to the plea of necessity, . so ' confidently urged against 
every objection, it may be remarked, that although it was 
universally admitted, that some change in our Indian ' systeni 
was indispensable, yet it by no means followed, that nothing 
short of the violent and unconstitutional plan, proposed by 
Mr. Fox, could restore the credit: of: the company at home, 
and provide for the future good government of India. The 
unqualified statement- of the pecuniary distress of the company, 
and the pathetic description; of the abuses committed in 
India, were no vindication of this specific plan. Whether 
the plan in question would have relieved that distress, or have 



150 


CHAP in. 

1783. 


corrected those abuses, may be matter of doubt ; but it was 
afterwards proved by fact, that those important purposes might 
be completely obtained, without any material infringement of 
the chartered rights of the East India company, or any the 
slightest danger to the constitution of the country. I have 
said, material infringement, because, without some diminution 
of the rights and privileges of the company, and taking from, 
the directors that part of their power, which they had proved 
themselves incapable of exercising properly and advantage- 
ously, it was impossible to establish the reform, either at home 
or in India, which all acknowledged to be necessary. The 
power, thus taken away, must be vested somewhere; the 
grand object, which was so happily accomplished by Mr. Pitt 
in the following year, being to place it, where it should be 
effective, and at the same time not operate in a manner 
injurious to any branch of our government. 

Having made these observations upon the principle and 
tendency of this ever memorable bill, I proceed to give an 
account of its progress through one house of parliament, and 
of its rejection by the other. It was presented to the house of 
commons on the 20th of November, read a first time, and 
ordered to be printed. Mr. Pox then moved, that it should be 
read a second time, on that day sennight. Mr. William 
Grenville* immediately remonstrated against this short interval 
between the first and second reading ; and took this opportu- 
nity of siting his objections to the measure, in strong and 
personal terms. He said, that it aimed at nothing less than to 

* Now lord Grenville. . ' 
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erect a despotic sj'.slem, which might crush the free constilu- cnAr.m. 
lion of England. It was true, that India wanted a reform, but . ^783- 

C3 -v 

not such. a reform as this — it wanted a constitutional alteration, 
not a tyrannical one. This bill violated eveiy rule of British 
justice, broke through all those tics, which should bind man to 
man ; was fraught with most pointed mischief to national 
honor and English legislation ; and M'as an attack upon the 
most solemn charters, confirmed by the sacred faith of parlia- 
ment. He contended, that if the charter of the East India 
company might be thus totally annihilated, the charier of the 
bank, which rested upon the same authority, might also be 
seized ; and if the property of the East India stockholders 
might be thus invaded, there was an end of security to every 
species of private property. Less violent methods than this 
would surely have been found, if there was not at the bottom 
some deep, some latent, some dreadful purpose, of which this 
was the forerunner. He represented the measure as in realitj’' 
designed and calculated to lift Mr. Fox into a situation wholly 
unknown to our constitution ; a situation from u'hich he could 
not be di'iven or moved, till he chose voluntarily to abdicate 
his dictatorship : at the same time declaring, that he had such 
an opinion of the daring ambition of the honorable gentleman, 
as to feel confident, that having once possessed himself of such 
inordinate power, he would never condescend to lay it down, 
and become once more an humble individual. The seven 
commissioners, although ostensibly chosen b}'' parliament, 
would in fact be his nominees, his creatures, and dependants, 
who would direct the wealth and patronage of India to the 
support of his administration, and in return, look to him for 
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cuAP.m. tlie renewal of their lease of power. Well, then, might the 
^7^3- independent members of that house be afraid, lest the united 
factions, now armed with the influence of the crown, should, if 
fortified with this additional strength, perpetuate their autho- 
rity, and render it irresistible. He read' the protests from the 
journals of the house of lords in 1773 and 1780, signed by the 
duke of Portland, the present firs't lord of the treasury, b}’’ lord 
' Fitawilliam, who was to be at the head of this new commission, 
and by the late lord Rockingham, whom Mr. Pox professed to 
consider as his political guide*, in which, principles were main- 
tained directly contrary to those of this bill. Having observed, 
that this scheme was planned bj^ the man, whose voice had been 
loudest in sounding the alarm of danger to the liberties of the 
country, he concluded, with comparing the haste -with which 
Mr. Fox and his friends were endeavoring to cai-ry this bill 
through parliament, to the precipitancj’’ and ardor of plun- 
derers, eager to grasp at and hold fast their prej’. Mr. Fox's 
motion, although objected to by Mr. Pitt and several other 
members, was carried without a division. 

On the 24th, the chairman of the India company presented 
a petition to the house of commons, from the East India 
proprietors, against the bill, setting forth, that the said bill 
destroys the continuation of, and wholl}'- subverts, the rights 
and privileges, granted to the petitioners by charter, made for 
valuable considerations, and confinned by divers acts of 

* In a sviljscqucnt debate upon this bill, Mr. Fox said, that be was one of those, 
■who had suflcrcd a sort of political niartynlom in the cause of lord llockinghnin’s 
principles, of those who had surrendered pomp and power, rather than remain 
where the principles of that noble lord ceased to be fashionable, and were 
-vN-ithering into contempt. 
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parliament; and that the said bill operates to the total con- 
hscation of the properlj' of the petitioners, b)’’ empowering , 
certain commissioners to be therein named, to seize and take 
possession of all the lands, tenements, houses, warehouses, and 
other buildings, books, records, charters, letters, and other 
papers, ships, vessels, goods, wares, merchandizes, mono}', 
securities for money, and other cflects belonging .to the 
petitioners, and to order and dispose thereof at their will and 
pleasure ; and this, without charging the petitioners with any 
specific delinquency, or stating any just ground b}'^ which the 
petitioners rights and privileges ought to be forfeited,, or their 
propertj’’ to be seized ; a proceeding contraiy to the most 
sacred privilege of British subjects — that of being tried and 
convicted upon a specific charge, before judgment is passed 
against them, in any case whatever : And therefore praying, 
that the acts of delinquenc)’’, which can be alleged against the 
petitioners, or other just grounds, if any, for subverting the 
petitioners constitution, and divesting them of their rights and 
privileges, and seizing their propert}^ bj’- a measure so 
alarming, and in a manner so extraordinar3% maj'^ be stated in 
ivriting ; and that the petitioners raaj’^ be allowed a reasonable 
time to answer the same, and make their defence thereon ; and 
that the petitioners maj’’ be heard, bj'^ themselves or their 
counsel, against the said bill.” 

On the follo%ving day the chairman presented a similar 
petition from the directors of the East India compan}’’, com- 
plaining, upon the same gi’ounds, of the injury intended to 
be done to them ; and further representing, that since the 18 th 
of November, “ a general alarm and apprehension of the 
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. desperate St ate of the company’s affairs had gone forth.” .The}-^^ 
therefore intreated, that a public examination might be made 
into, the true state of the circumstances of the company, in 
which they hoped to prove, that with a temporary and mode- 
rate relief, from. parHament,, their credit could not fail to be 
firmly established.,. These t^yp petitions were. received; and 
lea\m,,was given, that the petitioners, should be respectively 
heard by .their counsel, upon the second reading of the bill. . 

, 'On the 26th,, Mr. -Fox brought in his second bill, the title of 
of which was, “ A bill for the better government of the territo- 
ries, .possessions, and dependencies in India.” The speaker 
read the breviate of it, which occupied a considerable time, 
the. clauses- being very numerous. Mr. Pitt observed, . tliat it 
was.not possible to form a just judgment, of a bill of :such 
lengthj from the .cursory nianner in which it had been read. 
Fie declared, dip wever, that at present he- saw no objection to 
its principle,- . and diat; he was willing it should - go to a com- 
mittee; but he; did. not pledge himself to support, it, wishing, 
to, have time to consider it mpre fully. Mr. Fox, , in answer to 
a remark frpni Mr. -Arden said, that this, second bill was. .not 
necessarily dependent upon his other bill, although at present 
in. some .of. its, clauses, 'it referred- to it; and that it. might, by 
sonie slight alterations-in the cpmmittee, be made complete and 
efficient, even if the first bill should fail, and in whomsoever 
theimanagement of East India affairs at home should be vested. 

* An-early friend of Mr. Pitt, who had been solicitor general in lord Shel- 
burne’s administration. He was afterwards successively attorney general, master 
of tiie rolls, and chief justice of the common pleas. Wlien he accepted the last 
of those situations he w’as created lord Alvanley. ■ 



It was then ordered, that (he bill now presented, should be 
read a second lime on the following Tiiesda)'^'". 

On the 27lh, the da^*^ fixed for the second reading of Mr. Fox’s 
bill, for vesting the aflairs of the East India compaii}’' in the 
hands of commissioners, counsel Averc hcard^ and Avitnesses 
examined in support of the petitions from the proprietors, and 
from the directors of the company. The counsel Avho spoke 
first, delivered to the house, two papers of accounts ; one of 
AAdiich contained a statement of the debts and property of the 
company ; and the other, an estimate of the expected receipts 
and papnents to March 1786. The object of these papers, 
which Averc authenticated by the accountant and auditor of the 
company, Avas, to inform the house of commons of the real 
state of the finances of the company, in opposition to Mr. Fox’s 
representation on a former night. After the counsel had 
finished, a short conversation took placeupon a point of order; 
and Avhen that Avas settled, I\Ir. Fox, in an elaborate speech, 
objected to many of the articles in the papers, delivered lliat 
day from the East India company' ; and endcaAmred- to prove 
the result of the statement and estimate to be erroneous, to 
a large amount. After a variet}'' of other arguments in support 
of the bill, he concluded by moving, that it be committed. 

Mr. Pitt began his ansAver to this speech, by mentioning the 
peculiar situation in Avhich' he found himself placed, by the 
progi’ess and present state of this question. He said, that from 
the commencement of it, he had, by every exertion' in- his 
poAver, called the attention Of the house, and of the country in' 

* The house did not sit'on that day, on account of a very late debate bn the 
preceding day, and this bill-made no farther progress. ... 

X 2 
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CHAP. 111. general, to the importance and dangerous consequences of the 
. measure proposed. He had pledged himself to point out, the 
dreadful tendency of this bill, Avith respect to every thing dear 
and sacred to Englishmen; to prove its inimical influence on 
the constitution and liberties of the country ; and to expose, 
by undeniable evidence, the false and pernicious principles on 
which it was founded. These particulars required tinie and 
deliberation, which the violent and indecent precipitancy of 
this business virtually proscribed. -However, it was impossible 
to regard the very face of the bill, without feeling strong 
repugnance to its success. He desired the house to take notice, 
that the ground of necessity, upon which the bill had been 
originally declared to be introduced, was now changed: that 
necessity no longer rested on the simple, clear, and obvious 
proposition, the bankruptcy of the company, but was that day 
placed on a still weaker foundation; a foundation infinitely 
more fallacious — upon the temporary distress of the company; 
Was that a fit plea to warrant the passing of a bill, which 
openly professed a daring violation of the chartered rights of 
the company, and proceeded to an immediate confiscation of 
all their property ? Ought the house to be satisfied with such 
a plea, even if proved beyond the possibility of doubt ? He 
trusted they would not ; he trusted the house had too much 
regard for their own honor and dignity, too scrupulous an 
attention to justice, and too cdnscientious an adherence to 
their duty to their constituents, to support the minister in one 
■ of the boldest, most unprecedented, most desperate, and most 
alarming attempts at the exercise of tyranny, which ever dis- 
graced the annals of this or of any other country. The right 
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honorable gentleman, wliose eloquence and whose abilities cuAr.m. 
' would lend a grace to deformity, had appealed to their passions, . . 

and pressed home to their hearts, the calamitous situation of 
the unhappy natives of India, a situation, which every man 
must deeply deplore, and anxiously wish to relieve. But ought 
the right honorable gentleman to provide for the protection of 
the oppressed abroad, by enforcing the most unparalleled oppres- 
sion at home ? Was the relief to be administered in Asia, to 
be grounded on violence and injustice in Europe? Let the 
house turn their e3'es to the veiy extraordinary manner in Avhich 
the veiy extraordinary bill, then under consideration, had been 
introduced. When the right honorable gentleman opened his 
plan to the house, he urged the indispensable necessity of the 
measure, as its only justification ; and in order to carry that 
necessit)'- to the conviction of the house, lie gave such a state- 
ment of the company’s affairs, as to convey to tlie mind of almost 
eyerj'" gentleman present, that the company was insolvent to 
the amount of eight millions. Mr. Fox appearing to dissent 
from this, Mr. Pitt said, “ I am readj'^ to admit, that the right 
honorable gentleman did not expresslj’’ . saj’^ this ; but still 
I contend, that the manner in which he stated the affairs of the 
Compan}’-, conve5'^ed that idea. It has been entertained by most 
of those who heard him ; it has been entertained by the public ; 
and it has been entertained by the companj^ The right 
honorable gentleman has himself since confessed, that he made 
several omissions in his former statement of the company’s 
affairs — omissions he certainlj^ did make — omissions, gross, 
palpable, and prodigious. What was the consequence ? The 
company flatly deny the right honorable gentleman’s, statement. 
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CHAP. III. Thej^ prepare an account of tlie true state:of their affairs ;• they 
. ^783- _ produce- it-at the.bar of the house ; they establish its authen- 
ticity, rby the concurrent testimony ■ of their accountant and 
auditor. What happens then ? The* right honorable gentleman 
declares it incumbent on him to clear his own character ; and 
that can onljr^be done by refuting and 'falsifying the company's 
statement-of their affairs, to the- enormous amount of twelve 
millions. -Arduous and difficult as this task was, the right 
honorable- gentleman entered upon it -with a degree of spirit 
peculiar, to the boldness of his character, running through the 
account, with a volubility, wliich-rendered comprehension diffi- 
cult, and ' detection almost impossible. I have attempted to 
follow him through his commentary; and though it is imprac- 
ticable, upon first hearing such a variety of assertions and 
calculations, to investigate the* accuracy of all -of them,- and 
completely expose their fallacy ; yet I will undertake to shewi 
that the ' right honorable gentleman has reasoned- unfairly upon 
some of the articles, grossly misrepresented otherSj and wholly 
passed hy considerations material to be adverted to, in order 
to ascertain the true state of the company's affairs." Mr. Pitt 
then- went into a minute examination' of the -finances -of the 
company ; and after going through all Mr. Pox's observations, 
and objections to the papers which had been that da;y presented, 
he affirmed, • that the company, though at present under 
pecuniary embarrassment, was by no means insolvent ; and that 
the petitioners ought to be allowed an opportunity of -proving 
the whole of the statement of their -affairs, at the "bar of the 
house. • The' right honorable secretary, he said, had accused 
the -company of temerity, in- bringing their accounts before the 



house, in a slate exceedingly fallacious. He (Mr. Fox) had cHAr.m. 
asked, what indignation and censure would have been due to . ^783- 
the individual, who should have dared thus to Iriile with truth, 
with decenct’’, and with the dignit}' of the house? . What then 
should be said of a minister, who had ventured to rise up in his 
place, and impose on the house, a slalomcnt every way absurd 
and erroneous? On these and many other accounts, Mr, Pitt 
considered it. perfectlj' reasonable, that tlie debate should be 
deferred, at least for a single day, to allow the house lime to 
inquire into and examine the truth of the papers just presented,- 
the falsehood of which, communicated, as they had been, from 
high authorit}’', ■ ought not - to be taken : for granted,- upon the 
bare assertion of the secretary ;of state ; and therefore reserving 
for the present his sentiments upon the principle of the bill, he 
moved that the debate be adjourned till to-morrow. Tin's 
motion, after a long discussion, was rejected by a majority 
of-329lol20. 

On the 1st of December, the daj'- fixed for the bill going 
into a committee, upon the question being put for the 
speaker leaving the chair, Mr. Pouys rose, and condemned the: 
measure, as rashj despotic, and dangerous to the constitution :: 
he expressed great respect for Mr. Fox's talents;? but he? 
wished to see him the servant of his sovereign, and not, his 
master. At the conclusion of his' speech, he declared, in the 
most solemn manner, that whatever Avas dear to Englishmen, 
or valuable to that liousej; depended upon the issue of their 
present deliberations ; ; and that the passing of the bill Avould . 
consign the constitution,, the liberties,, the glory, and the 
dignity of the British empire to ultimate and certain ruin.; 
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CHAP. ni. The bill Avas defended by Mr. Fox and Mr. Burke, and 
, opposed by Mr. Pitt and Mr. Dundas. The arguments, in its 
support, rested chiefly upon the gross abuses committed in 
India, and the utter incapacity of the directors to manage so 
important and complicated a concern. On the other hand, it 
Avas contended, that though a change of system, under the 
authority of parliament, Avas unquestionably necessary, an 
effectual plan for the future government of India might be 
devised, Avithbut a total abolition of the company’s charter, or 
creating a poAver incPnsistent Avith the principles of our con- 
stitution. A division took place at half-past four in the 
morning, and the motion for the speaker’s leaving the chair, 
Avas carried by a majority of 217 to 103, Avhich Avas a' decided 
approbation of the principle of the bill. As, hoAvever, it Avas 
so late, the house Avent into a committee only p?’o/omo, and it 
Avas agreed that the committee should sit again on the 3d. 

On that day, the house resolved itself into a committee, 
Avithout any previous debate, and there Avas a discussion upon 
several of the clauses, in Avhich Mr. Pitt took no part. It Avas 
agreed that the name, commissioners, to which some objec- 
tion was made, should be changed for that of directors; that 
the seven directors should be, earl FitZAvilliam, who was to be 
chairman, Mr. Frederick Montague, who was to be deputy 
chairman, lord viscount Lemsham, colonel North; sir Gilbert 
Elliott, sir Henry Fletcher, and Mr. Gregory * ; that the 
directors should not be disqualified from sitting in parliament, 
but that they should be incapable of holding any office of 

* The two last were directors of the East India company, hut members of the 
house of commons, closely connected in politics with the ministers. 


\ 



161 


profit under the crown during pleasure ; tliat there should be 
nine, instead of eight assistants ; that these nine assistants, 
who were all named in the committee, should have a salary of 
500 /. a year each, paid b}* the East India com])any ; and that 
the commission should continue four years. Upon these, and 
other points of less importance, which it was necessary to 
settle, there was vciy little diflcrence of opinion, and no 
division. It was left undetermined, whether the seven 
directors should, receive . any. pecuniary emolument, but 
Mr. Eox gave his decided opinion, that they ought to have 
a fixed salary paid b5>" the public ; nor was it now determined, 
whether the nine assistants should be capable of sitting in the 
house of commons. Mr. Fox, at. present, saw no sufficient 
reason for excluding them ; but he was willing to postpone that 
question, till the report should be considered, when he pro- 
mised to listen to anj’’ arguments which might be urged against 
it, and to act according to his conviction. The committee 
having gone through the bill, the report was immediately 
received, and the bill, with its amendments, ordered to be 
printed. When the report was taken into consideration, on 
Friday, it was determined, after a short debate, that the nine 
assistants should not be allowed to sit in the house of commons. 
Several, new clauses of inferior moment were added, without 
any division. Mr. Pitt's objection being to the general prin- 
ciple of the bill, he did not think it necessary to take any part 
in the discussions upon the provisions of the particular clauses ; 
considering it of very little importance in what manner'they 

* The reason of this increase was, that there might be three committees at the 
same time, each consisting of three persons. 
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CHAP. 111 . were settled, and being convinced, tliat no alteration in the 
. ^^^3- ^ committee could reconcile him to the measure. 

The motion for the third reading, on Mondaj' the 8th, was 
carried, after a long and. warm debate, bji- a majorit}^ of 208 
to 102. A few alterations of a trifling nature were then made, 
and the-bill passed. 

In oi'der, in some degree, to account for the little resistance, 
in point of numbers, Avhicli this bill met with in the house of 
commons, it may be observed, that lord North and Mr. Fox, 
who were at present united in government, had been for many 
years the two principal persons on opposite sides of the 
house. Lord North, in the course of a long administi'ation, 
had conferred favors upon many of the members, and Mr. Fox 
was now the efficient head of a numerous party ; besides 
which, they were both men to whom their personal acquaint- 
ance and connections were warmly attached. To these cir- 
cumstances, and to the persuasion, that the patronage of India 
would render the present ministers irresistible, are to be 
attributed those large majorities, by which this bill was 
uniformly supported in its progi'ess tlirough the house of 
commons. And to account for the little interest, which a bill, 
afterwards so unpopular, at first excited in the public mind-% it 
must be considered, that its provisions v'cre novel in their 
nature, and its real tendency not immediately discerned by 

* Only two petitions, besides those from the proprietors nnd directors of tlio 
East India company, were presented against the bill, in its progress throiigli 
the bouse of commons ; one from the city of London, and the other from tlie 
boronah of High AVycombe, which latter was not presented till the day on 
which the bill passed. 
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the commiinitj'' at large ; and the rapidity with which it was chap. m. 
carried through the house of commons, in defiance of every ^ . 

remonstrance upon the subject, did not allow time for the 
public opinion to operate*. The people were sIoav to believe, 
that a measure, so objectionable as this was represented to be 
by its opponents, could be brought forward by a man, who had 
alwa3rs professed himself the champion of the British consti- 
tution, and the guardian of the rights and pi-ivileges of every 
description of British subjects. It was evident, however, that 
a sufiicient impression was alread}’’ made in the countiy, to 
render it probable, that the bill would have greater difliculties 
to encounter in the other house of parliament, than it expe- 
rienced in the house of commons. 

On the 9th of December, the bill was carried up to the house 
of lords by ]\Ir. Fox, who was, upon that occasion, attended 
by a great number of members of the house of commons ; and 
'the duke of Portland immediatelj'^ moved, that it should be 
read a second time on Mondaj'- next (the I5th,) to which no 
objection was made. A conversation followed, begun by lord 
Temple, requesting a farther production of papers, to which 
the duke of Portland refused his consent ; and lord Temple 
acquiesced, without dividing the house. Lord Temple, lord 
Thurlow, and the duke of Richmond, spoke several times, and 
expressed themselves in strong terms against the bill. Lord 
Thurlow, in his first speech, called it “ a most atrocious 
violation of private property, a daring invasion of chartered 
rights, and a direct subversion of the first principles of the 

* The bill was presented to the house of commons, on the 2otli of November, 
and it passed that house on the 8th of December. 
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CHAP. m. Britisli government, for the. purpose of establishing, upon 
. ^7^3- groundless pretences, an enormous and unconstitutional in- 
fluence in the hands of the present minister f and afterwards, 
in replying to lord Loughborough, :who defended the measure, 
he said, “ The present bill means evidently to create a power 
unknown to the constitution, an imperiiim in imperio ; but as 
I abhor tyranny in all ’ its shapes,. I ; shall oppose, most 
strenuously, this strange attempt , tO destroy the true balance 
of our constitution. The present bill does’ not tend to increase 
the influence of the crown, but it tends to’ set up’ a power in 
the kingdom, which may be used in opposition to the croAvn, 
and for the destruction of the liberties, of the people. I Avish 
to see the croAvn great and respectable ; but if the present bill 
should pass, it Avill be no longer Avorthy of a man of honor to 
Avear ' The king Avill, in fact, take the diadem from his OAvn 
head, and place it on the head of Mr. Fox.” . The conver- 
sation ended Avith lord Temple’s presenting a petition froih the 
East India company, stating objections to the bill; and praying 
that they might be heard by counsel against it. It Avas agreed, 
that counsel should be heard, upon the second reading of the 
bill ; and the house adjourned. 

- ..In the intermediate time, several corporate bodies presented 
petitions to the house of lords, against the bill ; conceiving, that 
their own charters Avere endangered by this attack upon the 
charter of the East India company. 

■ On the I5th of December,- the day fixed for hearing counsel, 
and'for the second reading of the bill, the duke of Richmond 

* When lord Thurlow pronounced these words, he looked at the prince of 
Wales, who was present, and Avas known to be friendly to the measure. 
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presented a petition from the city of London, against the bill ; ciiap.hi. 
and, upon the dnke of hfancliester's objecting to some expres- . . 

sions in the petition, the duke of Richmond observed, that 
this petition was drawn up in the very words of a famous protest 
against an India bill, Avliich passed in 1773, and which protest 
was signed by the duke of Portland, lord Fitzudlliam, and several 
other lords, who were present and knoAvn to be friendl)’’ to the 
bill now before the house, although interfering in a far greater 
degree with the privileges of the compau}’’, tlian that against 
which they had then protested. This observation prevented any 
farther objection, and the petition was received. Counsel Avere 
then called in ; and after a speech from one of them, relative to 
the rights, and the present state, of the East India compan 5 % 
and the national advantages derived from its trade and territorial 
acquisitions, the}’- proceeded to examine Avitnesses, and to 
produce AATitten documents in support of the allegations Avhich 
had been made. This examination, Avith some interruption, 
continued to a late hour, AAdien the counsel represented, that 
they were not prepared to proceed any farther at present, as 
some of their Avitnesses, Avhom they had not examined, had 
left the house, and they had omitted to bring some books, Avhich 
they Avished to submit to the inspection of their lordships ; and 
therefore they requested the indulgence of the house to alloAv 
the business to be postponed to the next dajr. To this lord 
Carlisle objected; but the duke of Chandos, Avho Avas unfriendly 
to the bill, thought the request a veiy reasonable one,, and 
accordingly moved, that the farther hearing of counsel. be 
adjourned to the next day. Late as it Avas, a debate ensued ; 
and the duke of Portland, in speaking against the motion. 
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ciiAr.ni. alluded to a rumor, which had been in circulation several 
, days, that lord Temple had had an audience of the kinff. and 
was authorized to declare, that his majesty was hostile to 
Mr. Fox's India bill. The duke asserted, that every attempt 
to influence the votes of the members of either house, upon 
a bill depending in parliament, was a violation of the 
constitution. 

Lord Temple acknowledged, that he had been admitted to 
an audience of the king ; and contended, that as a peer of 
the realm, he had a constitutional right to offer his ma.]esty such 
advice as he might tliink proper ; he had, he said, given his 
adduce ; what that advice was, he would not' then sa}'" : it was 
lodged in the breast of the king : nor would he declare the 
purport of it, without his majesty’s consent, or till he saw 
a proper occasion. But though he would not declare affirma- 
tively, what his advice to his sovereign was, he would tell their 
lordships negatively what it was not — it was not friendly to 
the principle and objects of the bill. After a warm altercation 
upon this point, a division took place, in which 87, including 
proxies, voted for the adjournment, and 79 against it. The 
house immediately adjourned, the ministers having been left 
in a minority. 

On the l6th, counsel were farther heard ; and on the 17th, 
there was a long debate upon the principle of the bill, in 
which the arguments for and against it were nearly the same as 
in the house of commons* The question for committing the 
bill was negatived by a majority of 19, the numbers being 9P 
and 76 ; and the bill was afterwards rejected without a division. 
The prince of Wales voted in the minority, in the former 



167 

hi'i-lit ; but: lliis nic-lil. he did not. vole on either side. Lord 
Stormont, president of the council, nnd lord i\ransricld, speaker 
of the house of lords, both of whom had, on the l.Olh, voted 
asrainst the adiournment, now voted airainst the commitment 
of the bill, though they took no ))arl in either debate. It was 
generally understood, that these two lords had, from the 
first, declared themselves adverse to the bill ; but that not- 
withstanding this ditfcrence of opinion upon so important 
a measure of government, lord Stormont would have remained 
in olVice, if the administration had continued 

The day hlr. Fox’s India bill was rejected in the house of 
lords, the subject of lord 'J’emple’s having had an audience 
of the king, and being authorized to declare, that his majesty’s 
sentiments and wishes were unfavorable to that measure, was 
brought forward in the house of commons, with great solemnit5^ 
As soon as the speaker had taken the chair, j\Jr. Baker rose, 
and observed, that, as he had a matter of the first importance 
to submit to the consideration of the house, he requested the 
speaker to issue his orders for the immediate attendance of 
members. This being agreed to, the serjeant at arms, as is 
usual upon extraordinary occasions, took the mace, and going 
into the adjacent rooms, in the speaker’s name, commanded 
the instant attendance of those members whom he found. The 
house soon became very full ; and Mr. Baker rising again, 
and adverting to the division which had taken place two 
nights before, in the other house, when ministers were left in 

* If the bill had succeeded, a lord cliancellor u'ould probably have been 
appointed, and lord Mansfield ivould.no longer have acted as speaker of the 
house of lords. 
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hi a^ lljr tfrlilirnsiitMi'' nf parliasnrut, a.tai i«M!r>trrty (hat frrr-thjnt 
ot jlrtiafr, and Indrprtjdrurr of «'r(ntiu» t, v.hirh r. f rr at onr»r 
Uu' ‘•upporl an<l (hr ri«»ry »*f th- lUiti*-!} ^ovt-rnnirnt. ffr 
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rrrfiitir {jrprndiuo in ridn r liou’’*- of parliann-nt, n ith a vifov (o 
ititiiu nrr tin- \«ttrso(* (In- nu ntlirrs. i^n hirh ninto and njisrlo 
nn-anor, drroifafory to th** honor ot (hr rrou n, ;t hfrarh c*!* (hr 
fnndann nla! privilrjn-'- of parliamrnt, lunl Mthxrrsivr of slm 
con^litnlion of th«’ <*onntry. ’ I.onl Maitlaiitl, in .‘•rrontiinr 
liir iijolion, ?;aid. that l)iat nitriil Jnii,'h( probably dr(<’rnjino, 
whrthcr ihr cotinlrv uas hrma- forth to br rov<-rnrd by a ptddir; 
and n'spon^iblr adinini>tration. or by a j.rrrrt cabal, whom no 
one Umov, or couhl tind, or C(»nitl <')iar"e with any violation of 
riuht. Mr. Pitt «)pposrd the motion nptni two oronnds : that 
it was the unuli(‘ntd)Ie riylit of jieers. both collectively and 
individually, to jubaVe his majesty, whenever tijcy ihouyhL 
themselves called iijton so to do, by the situation of public 
alVair.s ; and that it was not suitable to the dignity of the house 
to found Jiuy of its proceedings upon common report, without 
Ollier authority. He contended, llial no fad to justify such 
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a motion as tlie present, had been proved or stated. He alluded 
to a similar influence, meaning that of the prince of Wales, 
which had been exerted on the opposite side; and to other 
rumors mischievous in their nature, which had been suflered 
to circulate without remonstrance or notice. In reply to what 
had been insinuated concerning secret influence, directed 
against the measures of government, he said, that when 
ministers found themselves destitute of that support, which 
could alone render them efficient in their situation, and con- 
stitutionally responsible for their public conduct, it was their 
duty to retire from his majesty’s service. He concluded, mth 
moving the order of the da5^ 

- Mr. Pox made a veiy violent speech upon this occasion ; and 
to persuade the house, that there had been an undue inter- 
ference, he read the following extract from a letter : “ Ilis 
majesty allowed earl Temple to say, that whoever voted for 
the India bill, were not onl}'- not his friends, but he should 
consider them as his enemies. And if these words were not 
strong enough, earl Temple might use whatever he might deem 
stronger, or more to the purpose.’' Mr. Fox affirmed, as 
a proof, that this intimation from his majesty was not without 
effect, that several peers, particularly mentioning lords of the 
king’s bedchaniber, who had given their proxies in favor of 
the bill, cliahged them on the . same day, after they became 
acquainted with the king’s sentiments. “ Were I disposed,” 
continued Mr. Fox, “to treat the matter serfousty, the whole 
compass of language affords no terms sufficiently strong and 
pointed, to mark the contempt which I feel for their conduct. 
It is ail impudent avowal of political profligac}^ as if that 

VOL. T. 


CHAP. 111. 

1783. 


z 



170 


niAi 

»7 


I'.nu species of prollifincy were loss infamous Uian any olhe.r. 

■ Tf is not only a degradation of a station, which ougliL to be 
occupied only by the highest and most exemplary Imnor, bul 
forfeits their claim to the characters of gentlemen, and reduces 
them to a level with the meanest and bastjst of the species. 
By what magic, nobility can thus charm vice into virtue, 
1 know not, nor wish I to know ; i)ul in any other thing than, 
politics, and among any other men llian lords of the bed- 
chamber, such a?i instance of the grossest perfidy, would, as 
it well deserved, be l)randed with infamy and execration/’ 
I^If. Jenkinson and lord !Mulgrave replied to I\Ir. Fox ; the 
latter of wiiom said, that he “ conceived iMr. Fox to l)c tlic 
most dangerous charnel cr, that had for a long lime appeared 
in this country.” !Mr.AVilliam Grenville, in a subsequent part 
of the debate, said, ho was authorized to declare, that lord 
Temple had not made use of the words ascribed to him by 
IMr. Fox. iVIr. Fox admitted, that these might not be the 
precise words ; but lie asked, whether Mr. Grenville, or any 
oOier person, would answer for the noble lord, that he had not 
made use of words of the same purport as those Avhich lie had 
mentioned, namely, “ words calculated to influence Uie minds 
of men, by the use of the royal name.” To this, no reply was 
made; The house divided upon Mr. Pitt’s motion, which was 
lost by a majority of 153 to 80. Mr. Baker’s motion was con- 
.Sequenlly agreed to; and he then moved the following resolu- 
tion, to which no objection was made, “ That the house Avill, 
on Monday morning next, resolve itself into a committee of 
the whole house, to consider of the state of the nation.” 

■ After these motions had passed, Mr. Erskine represented to 
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tlie house, that it was ilicumbeiit upon .them, in tlie preseht chap.ui. 
state of political affairs, to gual'd, as far aS tlifey could, agaiiist . . 

a dissolution of parliament; and lie proposed to ground 
a motion for that purpose, upon the necessity of immediately 
taking some step with regard to India ; and iliferefbre lie - 
moved, that it is hecessaiy to the most essential interests <if 
this kingdom, , and peculiarl 3 ’' incumbent on this House,' to 
pursue, with unremitting attention, the consideration of 
a suitable remedj’’ foV the abuses ivliich have prevailed • in the 
government of the British dominions in the East Indies ; arid 
that this house vdll consider as an enemy to his icbuiitiy, any 
person, who shall presume to advise his majestj'- 16 prevent, of 
in anjr manner interrupt, the discharge 6f this inipoftaht 
dut 3 ^■’' In the debate upon this iridtion, , sir. Heiiry Hoghtohi 
ackiiowledged, that the dissolution of parliament would, in tlie 
present circumstances of the country, be an unwise, hasty, arid 
violerit measure ; ' but yet, as the power of dissolving parliamerit 
was a clear and unquestionable prerogative of the • cf owri; hb 
thought it improper for the house of commons to allude to' if 
in .fhemost tirinsient mariner: he therefore moved; that the 
latter part of the resolution, beginning with these’ tfbf ds, 

“ and that this house,” should be omitted. This aineridinent,- 
which was supported by Mr. Pitt, waS negatived by arnajofity 
of 147 to 73 ; arid the original motion w^as carried without 
a divisiori; after which the house adjourned. ' - ■ - • • 

Tiiri rejection of Mr. Fox^s India bill, b 3 r the house of lords, 
afforded his majesty ari opportunity of. removing ministers, 
whom he had beeri compelled to adriiif irito office. Hut to 
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riiAv.ni. -whom lie had never "iven his confidence; and accordingl}^ 

. ^ . late in the evening of the 18th, the two secretaries of stale 
received messages, inlimaling, that his majesty liad no longer 
any occasion for tlicir services, and reejniring that the seals of 
ofiice should be delivered to liim, l)y the under secretaries of 
stale, 'riic seals were the next day placed in the hands of 
lord 'rcmplc, who look the oaths as secretary of stale, and 
immediately wrote letters of dismissal to the other ministers. 

. At this important juncture, Air. Pitt readily accepted from 
his majesty, the oficr of being at the head of the treasury’’, 
which he had resolutely declined nine months before. 'J’hc 
dilVercnce in the situation of the king and of the counlr}',’ 
caused this dilfercncc in Air. Pitt's conduct, which was in both 
instances equally regulated by a sense of public duly. Jn the 
fonner case, he was persuaded, that his acceptance would have 
been attended with mischievous consequences ; but now he 
saw no other means of averting dangers of the most alarming 
nature, and of providing a government for India, without 
violating the principles of the constitution. He therefore felt 
himself under an indispensable obligation to make the attempt, 
trusting, that the loyally and patriotism of the people of 
England would lead them to support a minister, who stood 
forward in defence of his sovereign, and of the constitution, 
against the attacks of men, Avhose onl}’’ aim was to secure the 
continuance of that power, which they had gained by force. 

Great clamor being raised against lord Temple, respecting 
the use of the king’s name upon the subject of Air. Fox's India 
bill, he thought proper to give back the seals to his majesty 
on the 22d, three daj’^s after he had received them ; and the 



173 


reason, which he and his friends assigned for this slop, M'as, that 
he raiglit, in a private capacity, and without the j^rolection of 
oflicial iniluence, answer any cliargc wliicli might Ijc brouglit 
against him. ]\Ir. Pitt was convinced of the propriety of lord 
Temple's resignation, under the present impression of the 
public mind ; but, to be thus suddenly deprived of the 
assistance of a person, with whom he was nearly connected ’■% 
and on whose attachment, jirinciplcs, and abilities, he had the 
strongest reason to rely, who was not only to hayc filled one 
of the most important oiliccs in the slate, l)ut also to have 
conducted the public business in the house of lords, was 
matter of serious concern, and occasioned considerable 
embarrassment. And though the personal objection to lord 
Temple was removed, by his resignation, yet ]\Ir. Pitt eould 
not then form any judgment as to the e.xtent to which the 
popular ciy, of secret iniluence, might be carried ; nor could 
he but dread the consequences to the constitution and to the 
country, if he too, from that, or any other cause, should be 
under the necessit}’ of yielding, and of leaving Mr. Pox and his 
party in full and triumphant po.ssession of power. Such, 
however, Avas the confidence felt in IVIr. Pitt, even at this early 
period of his life, that his character AVas not in the slightest 
degree affected b}'^ the clamor, Avhich compelled lord Temple 
to resign -j-. 

This Avas the only cA^nt, of a public nature, Avhich I ever 
knew disturb Mr. Pitt's rest, Avhile he continued in good 

^ Lord Temple’s father was brotlier to Mr. Pitt’s mother. 

■ T Lord Temple had never afterwards any ofiice in England. During Mr. Pitt’s 
administration, he was made marquis of Buckingham, and lord lieutenant of 
Ireland. 
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health. Lord Templets resignation was deterftiihed upon at 
a late hour in the, evening of the 21st; and when I went into 
Mr. Pitt’s bedroom the next morning, he told me, that he had 
hot had a moment’s sleep. He expressed great uneasiness at 
the state of public affairs ; at the same time declaring his fixed 
resolution not to abmidon the situation he had undertaken, but 
to make the best stand in his power^ though very doubtful of 
the result. Some of his cbrifidential friends coming to him 
soon after he ivas dressed, he entered, with his usual composure 
and energ}'-, into the discussion of points, which required 
immediate decision ; all feeling the present moment to be one 
of peculiar anxiety and difficulty.' 

Mr. Pitt proceeded to fill up the different offices, in 
the best: manner lie could, though ndt exactly as he ivished, 
and had reason to expect he might have done. Some' person's 
of high rank and consideration, who agreed ■with him 
in political principles, without partaking in his firniness of 
mind', who applauded his conduct,- but shfimk: from responsi- 
bilitj'^, refused, in the present discouraging State of parties, and 
unpromising aspect of public affairs, to join in his adminis- 
tration'; and those who looked only to the' emolument of 
subordinate situations; declined connexion with a government, 
which no one believed could last' a month. At length; and 
after various 'disappointments, the arrangements -were' com- 
pleted; and the cabinet consisted of Mr. Pitt, first lord of the 
treasury' and chancellor of the exchequer, lord Thuflow, lOrd 
chancellor; lord Gower, lord president of the council*; the 

^ Aftenvafds marqui's of Stafford. This, peer had- never had the slightest 
intercourse whatever with Mr..Pitt, but no .pne of his most intimate friends 
took a more decided part against the India bill : and when he understobd the 



(O 

duke of Rulland, lord priry seal ; lord Carmarllien and lord 
Sydney, secrelarics of slate ; and lord Howe, first lord of the 
admiralty 

(llfiiculfy there wns in fillinc up the cabinet oniccs, he sent a message to 
Mr. Pitt, by a confulential friend, that wishing to enjoy retirement for tlic remain-v 
dor of his life, lie could not be a candidate for oflice; but that in tlie present 
situation of the king, and distressed stale of the country, he would cdiccrfidly lake 
any oilice, in which it miglit be thought he could be useful. His name and 
experience were certainly of great service to Mr. Pitt, at the present tnoment. It 
is also due to the mcmoiy of this highly respectable nobleman, to add, that he 
afterwards gave up the presidentship of the council, and accepted the privy seal, 
an oflice inferior both in nmk and emolument : this was done to make room for 
the introduction of lord Camden into the cabinet, who thought, that, having been 
lord chancellor, he could not with propriety accept any oflice but that of lord 
president of the council. 

'*■ Tlic duke of Richmond, who was master general of the ordnance, was not at 
first a member of the cabinet, wishing to confine himself to the business of his own 
office; but soon aftenvards, when he was one of those who advised and encouraged 
Mr. Pitt to persevere in his struggle against a majority of the house of commons, 
which he was aware was attended with considerable risque, he expressed his 
readiness to be in the cabinet, that he might take his share of the responsibility. 



CHAPTER THE FOURTH:- 
i783. 

Situation of the Country — Conduct of Opposition — Mr. Pitt’s India Bill rejected — 

Parliament dissolved — P^ections. 

"]\ /T R. Pitt was in tlie 25th year of his age, when he became 
first minister ; and the circumstances under which he 
entered upon that arduous station, were peculiar and unfavor- 
able in the extreme. His opponents were men of extensive 
connections, tried abilities, and long experience. Their 
strength in the house of commons had appeared, not only by 
the majorities of two to one, by which they carried the 
obnoxious India bill, in its diiferent stages; but also by the 
majorities in the same proportion, by which they succeeded in 
two motions, after it was certain, that they would be dismissed 
from office. In resisting these powerful adversaries, he had 
not the assistance of a single cabinet minister, in the house 
of commons, which was mentioned by Mr. Fox as one, among 
many reasons, for confidently expecting the administration to 
be but of short continuance : he conceived it impossible, that 
Mr. Pitt should alone be able to conduct the whole business 
of the nation,. in that house, in the present slate of parties. — 
Indeed his acceptance of office was considered as so absurd, 
that the motion for a new writ for Appleby, was received ^vilh 
loud and general laughter, by the members of opposition. 
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’ Tliese disadvantageSj sufficiently appalling hi themselves, chap, iv: 
were rendered more formidable the situation of public affairs. . . 

The regulation of the important concerns of India, a subject- 
upon which the house of commons was pledged, in direct 
contradiction to Mr. Pitt’s sentiments, would admit of no 
delay — the numerous fraudulent practices committed upon the 
revenue, called aloud for an immediate remedy — the public 
income was not nearlj'^ equal to the expence of even a rhoderate 
peace establishment — an unfunded debt of nearly thirty millions 
was to be provided for — some expedient for the reduction of 
the national debt, was essential to the maintenance of public' 
credit — new taxes to a considerable amount, were indispensably 
necessaiy—the discontented and unquiet state of Ireland 
demanded attention — the claims of the American loyalists were 
to be inquired into and settled — a permanent aiTangement 
was. to be made for our commercial intercourse with Americaj' 
in her new character of independence — and our relations with 
the foreign powers of Europe were, in several respects, in' 
a -delicate and critical situation. Such were the accumulated 
and pressing difficulties, which Mr. Pitt was fully aware he 
should have to encounter, when he undertook the govern- 
ment of the country ; and we shall find, that in the course; 
of his. administration, others arose, of a nature and of 
a magnitude ivithout precedent, jand which no human sagacity 
could foresee. 

The late ministers and their friends Were persuaded j that! 
the want of support in the present house of commons,, would 
make Mr. Pitt desirous of dissolving parliament; and therefore; 
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it the business of a very serious inquiry in the next parliament. 
He said, that it would in some degree render gentlemen . 
accomplices in the guilt of a dissolution without sullicient 
.cause, if they sullered the land-tax bill to go out of their 
hands, before they had taken such steps as would guard against 
the evils, which might be expected from an abrupt dissolution. 
■Lord North afterwards said, that “ he believed there was not 
a man in the house, who was not sure that a dissolution was at 
hand.” Several members spoke in favor of the amendment; 
hut Mr. Dundas, who took the lead in IMr, Pitt's absence, did 
not think it expedient to divide the house, being certain that 
•he should be left in a minority ; and well knowing, that though 
Mr. Fox did not hesitate to delay the bill, he would not 
venture to prevent its passing before the 5th of January, as-the 
jion-payment of the dividends, on the regular day, would affect 
public credit, and inevitably cause the greatest confusion and 
distress in the country. The amendment, therefore, was re- 
jected, and the house adjourned to Monday. 

The dissolution . of parliament, so positively expected by 
Mr. Fox and lord North, was a question of great importance ; 
and Mr. Pitt weighed the arguments, on both sides, fully and 
dispassionately. It was certain, that in a few days there would 
be no impediment to a dissolution, upon the ground of the 
supplies; andi- there would then be ample time for a new 
parliament to meet, and pass a mutiny bill, before the 25th 
of March, when the old mutiny bill would expire. Upon 
consulting his friends, he: found that many of tliem pressed 
a dissolution with the utmost earnestness, as indispensably 
necessary to secure his continuance in. office';, and the ianxiety 
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.cHAP.jv. )2iamfested by his adv.ersaries’to prevent it, was undoubtedly 
. a reason for . its adoption. But, on the other hand, he was 

convinced, that a premature and unsuccessful appeal to the 
people, would operate greatly and lastingly to his disadvantage. 
It might b.e true, .as .stated by the advocates for the measure, 
that in a new parliament, the number of his friends would he 
increased ; but the real point to be considered, was, whether 
they would be so increased, as to render his administration 
strong and efficient.; if not, it Avas better, both for himself and 
for the country, that .a dissolution should not take place at 
present. Most of the great parliamentary interests Avere 
adverse to him ; and his chief reliance must be upon popular 
and independent elections. The public opinion respecting the 
late ministers, had not yet been expressed, in any decided 
manner. The coalition had, indeed, made them unpopular ; 
but it was doubtful, Avhether to such a degree, as materially to 
influence the elections; and Mr. Tox’s India bill Avas not, at 
this moment, sufficiently understood in the country, to produce 
any effect of that kind. Tire public, hoAvever, had begun to 
open their eyes to the unconstitutional principle and dangerous 
tendenc}'' of the plan ; and j\Ir. Pitt saAv reason to believe, 
that the dissatisfaction and alann, already appearing in some 
places, Avould gradually spread, and soon become general. 
Hoping, therefore, that hereafter there might be a more 
favorable opportunity for dissolving parliament, he determined, 
contrary to the opinion and Avishes of by far the greater 
number of' his friends, not to have recourse to that measure at 
present, although he Avas aAvare, that he could not long main- 
tain his situation, Avithout a dissolution ; and that in the mean 
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time he should have to contend against a majority of the house 
of commons, headed by a powerful and irritated party. 

On Monday, the land-tax bill was read a third time, and 
passed, after a declaration from Mr. Fox, that himself and his 
friends had always intended, that it should pass in time to 
secure the payment of the dividends on the fifth of January. 
Tliis declaration was probably made for the purpose of 
removing a prevalent idea, that the leaders of opposition had 
it in contemplation to embarrass government, by putting a stop 
to public business of every description. The mischief, which 
would have arisen from not passing this bill, would have been 
great indeed, as on account of the deficiency in the revenue, 
it A^as found necessary to apply nearly a million *, from the 
credit of the land-tax, to pay the dividends. 

The house then resolved itself into a committee, according 
to previous notice, to take into consideration the state of the 
nation ; and Mr. Erskine concluded a long speech, with 
proposing an address to the king, the object of Avhich was, to 
prevent a dissolution of parliament. Mr. Dundas, Mr. Bankes -f*, 
and lord Mahon, assured the committee, that they Avere 
authorized by Mr. Pitt, Avho Aras at present not a member of 
the house, to declare, that he had no intention to advise his 
majesty to dissolve parliament; upon Avhich Mr, Fox acknoAV- 
ledged, that he had perfect confidence in Mr. Pitt’s Arord ; 
that he thought as highly of his private honor and personal 
character, as any .of his Avai'mest friends could do; but he 

* Nine hundred and thirty-three thousand six hundred and fifty-sLx pounds. 

t An early college friend of Mr. Pitt, wth whom he continued intimate 
through life. 
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the wisdom of the constitution, in trusting to. the crown that 
just iuid legal prerogative, and fully confiding in your majesty’s ^ 
royal wisdom, and paternal care of your people, for the most 
beneficial exercise of it, desire, with great liumility, to represent 
to your majesty the inconveniences and dangers, which appear 
to them, from a consideration of the state of tlie nation, likely 
to follow from a prorogation or dissolution of parliament, in 
the present arduous and critical conjuncture of aflairs ; The 
maintenance of the public credit, and thesupportof the revenue, 
demand the most immediate attention ; the disorders prevail- 
ing; in the g:overnment of the East Indies, at home and 
abroad, call aloud for instant reformation ; and the state of 
the East India company’s finances, from the. pressing demands 
upon them, requires a no less immediate support and assistance 
from parliament. 

“ Your majesty’s faithful commons are at present proceeding 
with the utmost diligence, upon these great objects of govern- 
ment, as recommended to their attention by your majesty’s 
gracious speech from the throne ; but which must necessarily 
be frustrated and disappointed by the delay attending a disso- 
lution.; and most especially the affairs of the East Indies, by 
the assembling of a new parliament, not prepared, by previous 
inquiry, to enter,. with equal effect, upon an object involving 
long and intricate details, which your majesty’s faithful’ com- 
mons. have investigated for two years past, with the most 
laborious, earnest, and unremitting attention. 

Your majesty’s faithful commons, deeply affected by these 
important considerations, impressed Avith the highest reverence 
and affection for your majesty’s person, and anxious to preserve 
the lustre and safety of your government, do humbly beseech 
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cuAP. IV. your majesty to suffer your faithful commons to proceed oiV 
^7^3- the business of the session, the furtherance of which is so 

V— , 1 

essentially necessary to the prosperity of the public ; and’ that 
your majesty will be graciously pleased to hearken to the' 
advice of your faithful commons, and not to the secret advice 
of particular persons, who may have private interests of their 
own, separate from the true interests of your majesty, and 
your people.'* 

This address was presented by the whole house, on the 24th; 
and his majesty returned the following answer : 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ It has been my constant object to employ the authority^ 
intrusted to me by the constitution, to its true and only end, 
the good of my people ; and I am always happy in concuiTing 
with the wishes and opinions of my faithful commons. 

“ I agree with you in thinking, that the support of the public 
credit and revenue must demand your most earnest and 
vigilant care. The state of the East Indies is also an object 
of as much delicacy and importance as can exercise the wisdom. 
and justice of parliament. I trust you will proceed with those 
considerations with all convenient speed, after such an adjourn- 
ment as the present circumstances may seem to require ; and 
I assure you, that I shall not interrupt your meeting by- 
any exercise of my prerogative; either of prorogation or 
dissolution." 

After the speaker, and the other members, had returned to" 
the house, Mr. Fox observed, that though his. majesty, in his 
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answer to the address, assured the house, that they should not 
be prevented from meeting again, by either a prorogation or ^ 
dissolution, still the assurance went no farther than the 
meeting after the recess. “ His majesty’s ministers had been, 
it seemed, driven from their intention of dissolving parliament 
immediately : none of them had at present been found daring 
enough to advise his majesty to take so desperate a step ; but 
how soon after tlie next meeting, they might venture so to do, 
he could not foresee. The promise, that they should . meet 
again, was the whole extent of the royal favor ; and it now 
stood, that their existence as a parliament depended upon 
this— they were to be put to death, or to be suffered to live, 
according as they should behave. Writs were to be moved 
before the recess could take place, which ought to be very- 
short, because public business pressed; and soon after the 
recess, other writs must be moved, in consequence of the 
appointment of another administration; and. of course the 
proceedings of the house must be again interrupted, as 
the present ministers could not stand long. To talk of the sta-^ 
bility and permanency of the present administration, would be 
to deride and insult the house.” — An observation probably 
intended to prevent the desertion of any of those members, 
who had hitherto voted with him. He added, that “ he hoped, 
when the house met again, it would lose no time in convincing 
the young men, who had taken such unwarrantable measures 
to possess themselves of power, that the government of this 
country was too serious and too important a thing, to be made 
the plaything of children, and to be used to divert them, just 
as their rash and mad ambition might prompt.” It was agreed. 
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cuAp. vv. upon the proposal of Mr. 3?ox, that the house should, at its 
, . rising, adjourn to the 26th, for the purpose of moving neAv 

wits, and that on that day it should adjourn to the 12tli of 
January, when the committee on the state ■ of the nation Avas 
appointed to sit again ; he first mentioned the 8th ; but upon 
a remonstrance against so early a day, he consented to an 
adjournment of four days longer. 

These points being settled, a resolution was moved by lord 
Beauchamp, “ That the commissioners of the treasury ought 
not to give their consent to the acceptance of any bills draAsm, 
or to be draAvn, from India, until it shall be made to appear to 
this house, that sufllcient means can be provided for the pay- 
ment of the same, Avhen they respectively fall due, by a regular 
application of the clear effects of the company, after ' dis- 
charging, in their regular course, the customs and other sums 
due to the public, and the current demands upon the company; 
or until tins - house shall otherAvise direct." The directors of 
the East India coihpany Avere restrained bj’’ laAV from accepting 
bills above . 300,000 Avithout the consent of the lords of 
the" treasury ; and the ground alleged for this motion, Avas, 
that bills , to a much larger amount Avere shortly expected 
from India, which the company Avas unable to pay, and there- 
fore that the lords of the treasury ought -not, bj?^ authorizing 
their acceptance, to pledge the public for the payment of 
them. The real design of the motion, hoAvever, was, to make it 
niecessary to. pass some bill speedily for the relief, and to save 
the credit, of the company ; the : supporters of the resolution 
knoAving perfectly well, that no measure could be carried, 
unless it .were proposed by those' who had the command' of 
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a majority of tlie house of commons. : In the course of the chap, iv, 
debate upon this resolution, Mr. Wilberforce, in reference to . . 

what had been previously, said, observed, that it was glorious 
in Mr. Pitt to stand forward at a moment of public difficulty, 
to rescue his country and his sovereign, from the daring 
attempts to grasp at. perpetual power, which the mad ambition 
of the late administration had prompted them to make: If 
his right honorable friend fell in such a cause, he would fall 
nobly ; and he would receive him as the . Spartan mother: did 
her son, upon his, buckler.” The motion passed without 
a division. ' !, ... . ' . ' : 

The attention of the house was next called to a matter oPless 
importance, but which appeared,, to the opposition, of sufficient 
moment to demand their interposition. Lord : Surry moved, 
that ah address' should be, presented to his majesty, requesting, 
that, he would be graciously pleased not to grant ithe , office of 
chancellor of the duchy. of . Lancaster,; for, any other term than 
during pleasure,, before the : 20th day of January next. The 
reason assigned for this., motion; was, that the grant of the 
chancellorship for life, would be : [a great impediment to. an 
intended reform in the duchy court ; :buti the: real object was, 
to prevent Mr. Pitt giving (this office, to one; of his friends. for 
life, as lord Rockingham had given it.to lord Ashburton. . This 
motion also passed without a . divi son. Thus .did Mr. Pox arid 
his. party, not only fix the day of meeting after the holidays, 
which had been uniformly left to the option of persons in 
office, but, in the mean time; they proposed and carried 
Avhatever motions they pleased, in violation of the established 
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cii.vi». tv. practitx! to ^u.speucl all public business, (luring the short 
nccessar}' absence of a newly-appointed minister. 

'The writs were moved on the 'ibth, after whicli the liouse 
adjourned to the 12lh of January. 

Duiunc; the recess, tlie clerkship of the pells, in the gift of 
the first lord of the treasury, became vacant, by the death of 
sir Edward Walpole. Mr. Pitt, who had only a small younger 
brother’s fortune, and, to engage in the service of his country, 
hud given up a lucrative and honorable profession, in which 
his cloijucnce and talents must have insured him success, 
could not, perhaps, have been justly censured, if lie had 
availed himself of this opportunity to secure a j>ermanent and 
adequate income ; especially, as his present situation of 
minister was, in his own judgment, as well as in that of every 
Ollier person, extremely precarious ; and, in any case, its 
emoluments not defraying its necessary expences, it atVorded 
no prospect of pecuniary compensation ; but under existing 
circumstances, he disdained to convert tin’s event to Ids own 
private advantage. He neither accepted the office himself, 
nor conferred it upon a relation or friend ; nor did he dispose 
of it with a view of increasing his political iniiuence — he gave 
' it to colonel Barr6, upon condition of Ids resigning a pension 

of 3,000/. a year, which was nearly eqmd to the value of the 
office ; and thus a saving to that amount, was made to the 
public. 

This act of patriotic disinterestedness excited no surprise in 
those who knew Mr. Pitt intimately ; but upon others, conduct. 
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60 widely difterent from the practice of former ministers, 
could not but make a strong impression. It was frequently ^ 
mentioned, in both houses of parliament, with high admiration 
and applause ; and it certainly contributed, in no small degree, 
to raise liis character in the public estimation, at a most 
important moment. Lord Thurlow, in speaking upon this 
subject in the house of lords, “ acknowledged, that he had been 
shabby enough to advise Mr. Pitt to take this office, as it had 
so fairly fallen into his hands ; and he believed he should have 
been shabby enough to have done so himself, as other great 
and exalted characters had so recently set him the example ; 
and he was so shabby as to think, that there was no occasion 
for him to tower above his noble predecessors in office, and to 
aspire to higher acts of disinterestedness and spirit. But 
Mr. Pitt, with notions of purity, not only very uncommon in 
these .degenerate days, but scarcely parallelled in the purest 
times of Greece and Rome, had nobly preferred the public to 
the consideration of his own interest." I saw colonel Barre soon 
\ after this offer was made to him, and nothing could exceed 
the warm terms in which he spoke of it in a public view— 

“ Sir, it is the act of a man, who feels that he stands upon 
a high eminence, in the eyes of that country, which he is, 
destined to govern.” 

On the 12 th of January, the day on which parliament met 
after, the recess, Mr. Pox, at the unusual hour of half-past two, 
rose, to move the order of the day, for the house to go into 
a committee upon the state of the nation. Tliis he did for the 
purpose of getting possession of the house, and preventing 


CHAP. IV, 

1784. 



190 


CHAP. IV 

1784. 


Mr. Pitt from bringing forward any business, till his .own 
motions should be disposed of. . He was, as he must have fore- 
seen would be the case, soon interrupted in his speech, by those 
members who had been re-elected, and who successively 
appeared to take the oaths'^; and among the rest, by Mr. Pitt, 
who’had been chosen again for Appleby. . 

Immediately after that ceremony was over, which occupied 
a considerable time, Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox rose at the same 
moment, and after some contest' between their respective 
friends, the speaker decided, that Mr. Fox, who had b.eeii 
interrupted in his speech by the new members, had now a right 
to 'proceed, in preference to any other person. Mr. Pitt, 
however, having declared, that he rose for the purpose of 
speaking to order, was, permitted to inform the house, that he 
had a message to deliver from his majesty. The speaker 
repeated, that Mr. Fox had a right to speak; and Mr. Fox 
said, that he should not wave' that right, as Mr. Pitt might 
deliver the king’s message after the otlrer business, which was 
of great importance to the house, was concluded ; and therefore 
he moved the order of the day. 

. This motion gave Mr. Pitt the liberty of speaking, and he 
began by noticing the art,; which had been used by Mr. Fox, 
to gain possession of the house, and prevent his delivering 
a message from his majesty. He reprobated the violent and 
unprecedented proceedings of the gentlemen opposite to him, 
during his absence before the recess ; and complained of the 

* The usage is, for. all newly-elected, members, if they shall appear, at the bar 
before four o’clock, to be called up to the table to take the oaths; whoever may 
happen to be-speaking but in geher^, public business is .not begun at that hour.' 



•ll)l 

attacks which had been made upon his character, when he had 
not the opportunity of defending himself. He assured the' 
house, that he should shrink from no iiujuiiy into his conduct, 
and that he was ready to meet any charge, which might be 
brought ao-ainst him ; but he wislied the committee on the 

O O 

state of the nation, to be deferred a sliort time, for reasons 
which he would explain, and which he trusted would be 
satisfactory to the house. 

It had pleased his majesty, he said, to command his 
services at a time, when, however uncjualified for the high 
station of minister, he could not think liimself justified in 
declining the offer. The circumstances of the coimtiy were 
peculiar and distressing. The East India bill, brought in by 
the right honorable gentleman — a bill so violent in its form 
as to give just reason for alarm to every thinking man — had 
been, by what powerful management it was not for him to 
say, hurried through the house. That bill established a species 
of influence unknown to the constitution of this country ; and 
he was one of a most respectable minority, who thought, that 
if it passed into a law, the independence' of that liouse, the 
equilibrium between the three estates of the realm, and the 
beautiful frame of the British government, would be at an 
end. The bill passed that house; and it was the idea even of 
those, who thought it perfectly unfit to be passed, that some 
bill was essentially necessary. He had pledged himself, if it 
were wididrawn or thrd^vn out, to propose one less violent in 
its principle, and, as he thought, more adequate to its purpose. 
The obnoxious bill was rejected by the house of lords ; and 
would aiiy one object to his moving for leave to bring in 
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CHAP. IV. another bill ? Would not all sides^of the house acknowledge, 

Q ' ‘ O' 

. that the first subject to be considered, was India? It was for 
that question the house had declared themselves impatient. 
They had thought proper to present an address to the throne, 
expressing their extreme anxiety to enter upon that important 
pursuit, which, they had represented to be of so. much conse- 
quence, as to make them dread any interruption whatever. 
Was it then possible to think of delaying this business? Was 
it possible to resist the introduction of a new bill, which was 
the only way of coming fairly to a decision upon the subject?. 
Whatever serious inquiry into the state of the nation might be 
meditated afterwards, he should feel it his duty most atten- 
tively and cheerfully to join in it; but in the mean time,, he 
- begged the house to consider, that this was the first day, when 
the new ministers had met them in parliament. 

Having been called into office, by his majesty, chiefly on the 
ground of the India bill, it became their first duty to frame, 
a, system for the government of that part of the empire., 
They had not opposed the last bill by cavilling ; they had not 
objected to it, from envy to the parents, of it: they had 
opposed it, because they thought it a dangerous bill, and that 
its objects might be accomplished in a safer way. This was 
the point on which they were at issue. The present ministers 
had now to prove, that they had not lightly disturbed the; 
government of the country that they had not set up a cap- 
tious opposition, an- opposition to men merely ; but that they 
opposed a most violent measure, and having overthrown it,, 
they thought it incumbent upon them immediately to sub- 
stitute a more moderate, a more constitutional scheme in its 
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plcic6. PXg held condGimiGd the Iftst billj becciu.se it cieuted chap. iv. 
-a new. and enormous influence, by vesting in certain nominees . ^7^4- 
of the minister, all the patronage of the east. If the house 
would agree to postpone the order of. the day, and allow him, 
in , the discharge of his duty, to move for leave to bring in 
a new India bill, he would state the outlines of his system as 
-shortly and as accurately as he could, hie trusted he should 
not be prevented, because the right honorable gentleman had 
forestalled the house, by rising at a time, when those persons 
were absent, whose duty it was to conduct official business ; 
and he hoped, that the house in general would join him in 
voting against the order of the day. 

After Mr. Erskine and Mr. Powys had spoken, Mr. Fox 
rose, and in the course of his speech, while arguing upon 
the necessity of taking immediate steps to prevent a disso- 
lution of parliament, he said, for an obviouspurpose, “ that 
parliament had never been dissolved during the business of 
a session, since the revolution. In the reigns of the miserable 
family of the Stuarts, that sort of violence was not uncom- 
mon. Charles the first had done it ; Charles the second had 
done it; ..and James the second had done -it; and it was, 
he hoped, engraven on the minds of Englishmen, that the 
last monarch, by whom this violence was perpetrated, was 
not allowed to meet another parliament : he dissolved one 
parliament in the middle of a session, and it put a period to 
his violations of the constitution, and to his reign.^" Lord 
North, general Conway, and several other members spoke ; 
and the debate having been very personal against Mr. Pitt, he 
was permitted to speak a second time. He replied to a variety 
of accusations with which he was charged, as well with respect 
VOL. I. c c 
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CHAP. IV. to secret influence, as the principles upon which he had come 
^ 784- jnto administration. He declared, that “ he went up no back- 

stairs ; that when he was sent for by his sovereign, he necessarily 
went to the royal closet ; that he knew of no secret influence, 
and that his own integrity would be his guardian against that 
danger ; and the house might rest assured, that whenever he 
discovered any, he would not stay a moment longer in office. 
He would neither have the meanness to act under the concealed 
influence of others, nor the . hypocrisy to pretend, when the 
measures of an administration, in which he had a share, were 
blamed, that they were measures not of his advising. If any 
former ministers took these charges to themselves, to them be 
thesting.^^* “ Little did I think," continued Mr. Pitt, “to be 
ever charged in this house, with being the abettor arid tool of 
secret influence. The novelty of the imputation only renders 
it the more contemptible. The integrity of my own heart, and 
the probity of all my public as well as my private principles, ' 
shall always be my sources of action. I will never condescend 
to be the instrument of any secret advisers whatever ; nor, in 
one instance, while I have the honor to act as minister of the 
crown in this house, will I be responsible for measures not my 
own, or, at least, in which my heart and judgment do not 
fully concur. This is the only answer I shall ever deign to 
make on the subject ; and I wish the house to bear it in their 
mind, and to judge of my future conduct by my present 
declaration." 

However reasonable Mr. Pitt's proposal might be, to. post- 
pone all other business, till he should have delivered the message 
from the king, and till he should have obtained leave to bring 
* ]\Ir. Pitt alluded to lord North. 
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iu a bill for the future government of India, Mr. Fox and his chai*. 
friends persisted in supporting the order of the day, and . 
prevailed by a majority of 252 to 195. 

Although this division did not take place till half-past two 
iu the morning, the house, at that late hour, went into a com- 
mittee on the state of the nation ; in which Mr. Fox first 
moved, “ That it is the opinion of this committee, that for any 
person or persons in his majesty's treasury, or in the exchecpier, 
or in the bank of England ; or for any person or persons 
whatsoever, employed in the payment of public money, to pay, 
or direct or cause to be paid, any sum or sums of money, for 
or towards the support of the services voted in this present 
sesssion of parliament, after the parliament shall have been 
prorogued or dissolved, if it should be prorogued or dissolved, 
before any act of parliament shall have passed, appropriating 
the supplies to such services, will be a high crime and misde- 
meanor — a daring breach of the public trust, derogatory to the 
fundamental privileges of parliament, and subversive of the 
constitution of this country." 

As an explanation of this motion, which passed without 
a single observation from Mr. Pitt or any of his friends, it may 
be right to mention, that since the year 1705*, a special act 
had passed, at the end of every session of parliament, appro- 
priating tlie supplies to the respective services, but tliat it had 
been customary to issue money for those services, upon 
authority of votes of the house of comraona, before the passing 
of the appropriation act. The object of Mr. Fox in prohibiting 

* The first instance upon record of an appropriation of the supplies, is at the 
conclusion of the statute 9 and Jo Will. 3, c. 44. 
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CHAP. IV. the issue of. money after a dissolution, before an appropriation 
■ act had passed, was, to make a dissolution, as he thought, 
impossible, till the regular conclusion of the session; because, 
by having the command of a majority of the house of commons, 
he had it in his power to prevent the passing of an appropria- 
tion act till the usual time. It will aftenvards appear, that no' 
regard was paid to this resolution of the house of commons^ and 
that parliament was actually dissolved before an appropriation 
act passed, Mr. Pitt taking upon himself the responsibility! ' ' 
Mr. Pox moved, secondly, for an account of all sunis of 
money issued between the IQth of December 1783, and the 
,12th of January 1784, for services voted in the present 
session, and not yet appi’opriated by any act of parliament; 
He said, that when that niotion should be carried, he proposed 
to .move, that no money should be issued for any public service, 
till the above ‘‘return was made, and for three days aftef^ 
wards;" upon which, Mr. Brett, one of the lords of the 
admiralty; stated to the house, that this last resolution, rf 
adopted, would be productive of. serious inconvenience and 
mischief ; and that it would, in fact, stop the whole machine 
of government. Mr. Pitt said, that he should urge no objection 
to either motion, because he 'was convinced it would be fruit- 
less ; but he thought it right to declare, that when the return 
. should be made, the house would find, that money had been 
la.tely issued, as the exigencies of public affairs required. 
Mr. Fox acknowledged, that such issues, having been cus- 
tomary, did not subject ministers to any blame; and added, 
that “ as he did not' wish to embarrass government, and distress 
them where they ought not . to .be distressed," he would wave 
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the last motion, of which he had given notice, for the present ; 
but he informed the committee, that the same motion would 
be brought forward in a few da3^s, if the same occasion for it 
should continue to exist*. The other motion then passed 
without a division. After which, Mr. Fox observed, that what 
he had hitherto proposed, was with a view to provide against 
a sudden and immediate dissolution of parliament : he had 
one motion more to offer, calculated to prevent a dissolution 
at a more advanced period, which would be the only motion he 
should propose that night ; but as some other gentlemen had 
motions to make, he hoped the house would not separate, when 
he had moved the resolution to Avhich he alluded. He then 
moved, that, the second reading of the mutiny bill should take 
place on the 23rd of February, which would, he said, allow 
ample time for passing the bill into a law, before the present 
act expired. Mr. Pitt said, that he had no objection to the 
motion ; but the honorable gentleman seemed not aware, that 
his purpose might be as fully attained without the resolution, 
as with it, since he would, at all times, have it in his power 
to prevent the second reading of the bill-f', till his end was 
answered- Mr. Fox admitted the truth of the observation, but 
.alleged, it was necessary to have the matter formally entered 
upon the journals. The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr, Fox having finished his motions, lord Surry, after 
a short speech, moved, “ That it is the opinion of this com- 
mittee, that in the present situation of his-majesty"s dominions, 

* Mr- Fox did not venture to bring forward this motion again, 

+ Mr,.Pitt meant, by Mr, Fox’s having the command of a majority; in the 
house of commons. 
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CHAP. IV. it, is peculiarly, necessary, that there should be an adminis- 

. ^784- tration,t^hich has the confidence of this house, and the public." 

Mr. Dundas moved, as an amendment, to leave out the words 
“ of this house, and the public,” and to substitute these words, 
“ of the crown, the parliament, and the people:” but lord 
Surry and Mr;Eox, whose present object was, to confine 
confidence in njinistefs to the house of, commons, without any 
regard either to. the crown, or to the house of lords, would not 
consent to this amendment; and the original resolution was 
carried, without a division. It may be remarked, that the 
language, of this resolution was very similar to that of the 
house of commons, which brought king Charles to the scaffold, 
and overturned the constitution ; their requisition to the throne 
at the beginning of the. troubles, was, that the power should be 
placed in the hands, of those-in. whom parliament, meaning the 
house of commons,, could confide. 

Lord Surry then moved, “That it is the opinion of this 
coininittee, that the late changes in his majesty ^s councils were 
immediately , preceded by dangerous and universal reports, 
that ; his niajesty^s sacred name had been unconstitutionally 
abused to affect the deliberations of parliament; and that the 
appointments made were accompanied by circumstances new 
and extraordinary, and such as do not conciliate or engage the 
confidence of. this house.” In the debate- which followed, 
.Governor Johnstone, who was an independent member, uncon- 
nected with Mr. Pitt, after some severe strictures upon 
Mr. Pox’s India bill, observed, “ The confidence of this house 
is necessary to his majesty’s ministers, yet that confidence is 
neither to be bestowed nor withheld from caprice or partial 
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atTection. We have a right to expect his niajesly will put his 
government into the hands of men of ability and integrity. 
If these requisites are to bo found in the king’s ministers, and 
the measures they propose are just and honorable in them- 
selves, it is the height of faction to refuse our assent or support 
to such men, whatever our connexions may be with others. 
Respecting the present minister, who will deny his tibility, 
after the appearance he has made in the present discussion? 
Much less can this come with any weight from his opponents, 
who are forced, in the speeches they have made in support of 
the measures to elVect his overthrow, without trial or hearing, 
to acknowledge their admiration of the wonderful talents he 
has daily displayed. And as to his integrity and public cha- 
racter, is there any person who stands fairer in these respects 
■with the community ? Has malice tinged his reputation with 
any vice or infirmitj’’, or any unbecoming conduct, which can 
shadow the lustre of the parent, whose station he has taken in 
tliis house ? If then his majesty has made choice of a minister 
of the greatest abilities and most spotless integrity, what will 
the nation at large say of the conduct of this house, who will 
not even hear his propositions, or try him by his measures, 
but obstmatel}'' adhere to their determination, to force the 
authors of the East India bill, big with the evils I have 
described, into his majesty’s cabinet, to mortify his private 
feelings, and deprive his crown of its most valuable preroga- 
tives? It is said indeed, that this conduct is to secure our own 
existence; but I must, again and again, declare my opinion, 
that too strenuous an interference of this house to' prevent 
its dissolution, is little short of a bill to continue the duration 
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ciiAP. tv. iriy line is a cleai- one, and to whicli- 1 have fortitude enoiio-h 
, to submit/" 

-Y - ’ 

Having found, at an interview, . that firmness in his majesty, 
which his letter indicated*, and being himself by no means 
alarmed, either by the number or by the. violence of liis 
enemies, Mr. Pitt determined, with the full concurrence of his 
colleagues, to persevere in maintaining his station. Agreeably, 
therefore, to the notice, he had given, he submitted ; to tlje 
house, on the 14th,. a plan for. the government and manage- 
ment, of the aftairs of the East India company; the general 
outlines of which were, that the political concerns of the 
company in India, should be placed under the. control, of 
a board of commissioners, to be nominated by the king.; , and 
that the. commerce and patronage should be left in the hands 
of the directors -f". He concluded liis speech with these words: 
“ The establishment of a moderate and effectual system .of 
government for India, is the, great .and immediate object of 
my mind. I do not wish to gratify young ambition, by means 
of the situation to which I am called — I am not attached to 

* In another letter to Mr. Pitt, his majesty thus expressed himself : “ The 
opposition will certainly throw every difficulty in our way ; but we must be men, 
and if we mean to save the country, we must cut those • threads, that cannot be 
unravelled.. Half measures are ever puerile, and often destructive.” .This- letter 
was. written on the 25th of ^January, and referred particularly to a dissolution of 
parliament, which his majesty then thought ought to. be resorted to immediately. 

■\ I have not thought it necessary to enter into a detail of the provisions of 
this bill, as it was rejected ; and another upon the same principle, with some 
amendments, was introduced by Mr. Pitt, with better success, a few months 
afterwards, which will be fully explained. 
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its eminence— I. am not .governecr by, motives, of r personal 
interest, or of personal fame. have: introduced this plan as , 
the deliberate conviction of: my mind^ made up on the fullest 
communication with die most intelligent men. Accept the 
ideas, if they are worth yourrnotice;. strengthen them with 
your wisdom ; mature them, with 5mur experience : or, in their 
room, substitute a more adequate S5’-stem, and I am happy. 
Establish a good, rational, and safe system, and dispose of me 
as 3:011 ivill. However unpleasant a majority of this house, 
and its insinuations against me, may be, I. shall -dare to meet 
them on this; great point. -I have the consciousness of a good 
intention ; and therefore, without any' serious fear of the result, 
as far as personally concerns m5rself, I conclude with moving, 
that leave be given to bring, in a bill for tho better regulation 
of our Indian concerns.'’^ 

As soon as Mr. Hundas had seconded the rnotion, MivFox 
rose and objected to the proposed bill, upon the ground) of its. 
differing ia all its material provisions, from that which had 
lately received the approbation of the, house : “ Is it,” said. he, 
“less or more than the wisdorri . of an individual,, however 
exalted in station-^however distinguished by ability— however 
flattered by partizans— or ■ , hoAvever confident of his -own 
unrivalled talents, opposed to the cbllective wisdom of the 
commons of England, in parliament' assembled ? . I- trust the 
propositionswjll be- considered exclusively in that light, and 
the fate of them pronounced: accordingly.”. At the conclusion 
of his speech, he said, “ that the. plan appeared to liini partial, 
mcomplete, and furnishing die company and the public with 
only an alleviation, instead of a, remedy.” . Leave, however, 
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was given to bring in the bill ; and it was agreed, that it should 
be read a first time on the following Triday. 

Mr. Fox then observed, that though he thought the existence 
of the house Avas secured by the resolutions passed tAvo nights 
before, and that it Avould be- downright madness to dissolve 
parliament, yet he did not know Avhat step the folly and 
frenzy of ministers might lead them to take, fie Avished, 
therefore, to learn, previously to his moving the order of the 
day, Avhat assurances he could obtain, respecting the dissolution 
of parliament before Friday next. If there Av^ere to be no 
dissolution, he Avould Avave, at that late hour, going into the 
committee on the state of the nation. Mr. Pitt replied, that 
he Avas at a loss, in his present state of imputed insanity, how 
to satisfy the honorable gentleman upon the subject of his 
inquiry. He could, however, assure him, that he had no 
intention of advising a dissolution of parliament before Friday; 
and that all his time, till that day, Avould be employed in 
preparing the proposed bill for the consideration of the house. 
Mr. Fox Avas satisfied AAuth this assurance ; and the house, at 
two oxlock, adjourned to Friday. 

The business of that day Avas begun by Mr. Duncombe’s 
presenting a petition from the county of York'", for a more 
equal representation of the people in parliament. Lord North, 
Mr. Powys, and Mr. Burke, declared their disapprobation .of 
the object of the petition ; but, on the other hand, Mr; Pitt 
said, that soon after his introduction into the house of commons, 
he had professed himself a friend to parliamentary reform, and 
that he - still continued so. If, indeed, any thing had been 

- • - -Mr. Buncombe was-inember-for- Yorkshire. 
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Svanting to. confirm liim in liis decided adherence to that 
opinion,, it Avas the conduct, of which he had been a witness, ^ 
for some weeks past, in, that house ; a conduct, which, he was 
convinced, he never should have seen, had the reform, which 
the people so much wished for, been obtained. He would not, 
however, be understood, to be an advocate for every species 
of reform, which might appear necessary to other men ; but 
a temperate and moderate reform, temperately and moderately 
pursued, he would, at all times, and in all situations, be ready 
to promote. 

After leave was given to bring up the petition, Mr. Dun- 
combe moved, that it should lie upon the table, and. Mr; Pitt 
seconded the motion ; upon which lord Surry observed, that 
the, freeholders of the county of York expected, that the right 
honorable gentleman would have done something more than, 
barely to second a motion, that the. petition should lie on the. 
table ; they fondly entertained a hope, tliat he would have 
taken an active part in the business, and have supported the 
reform with all. his power. They reposed the greatest confi- 
dence in his abilities, which were certainly of the first' rate ;, 
and as they had formed an opinion, that he would not consent 
to make part of a cabinet, in which there was a man who was 
hostile to a parliamentary reform, so they presumed that 
success would attend their application, because they expected 
it would be supported by all the weight of government.- This 
he had been commissioned, by a most respectable body of 
freeholders of the county of York, to communicate to the 
right honorable gentleman ; and he had taken that opportunity 
to convey to him, in the most public manner, their wishes,' • 
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CU.U*. IV. their hopes, untl ihcir expectations. He himself was a friend 
^ to the reform. He had seen the fatal consequences of secret 
intluenco, which would not hav'-e dared to shew itself, had the 
house of commons been cousliUited in such a manner as to 
be in reality the representative of the nation. He allowed, 
that iMr. Pitt's abilities entitled him to (ill any of the great 
offices of state, and he should have been happy, if he had 
obtained his present situation by constitutional means but 
he lamented, that a person of such eminent quaiiheations 
should have become the instrument of secret inlluence, and 
joined with those who were the worst foes of the constitution. 

Air. Pitt replied, that he was surprised to hem- the noble 
lord censure him for not doing something more than barely 
second a motion, that the petition should lie upon the table. 
He might have expected a censure indeed, if he had gone any 
farther, as he mighthave afforded the gentlemen on the other side 
of the house, an opportunity to cry out, that he had presumed, 
with defiled hands, to pollute the fair petition of the people ; 
that he, the creature of secret inlluence, should dare to inter- 
fere, when there was question of a measure, which Avas to root 
influence out of that house. He might have thought, therefore, 
diat considering the light in which he appeared to the noble 
lord, his conduct in barelj'^ seconding the motion, would have 
met Avith approbation, instead of censure. He should have 
been ready to return the noble lord his thanks for the flattering 
opinion he entertained of his abilities, if, bj’- other pai’ts of 
his speech, he had not been convinced, that this good, opinion 
of his abilities Avas overbalanced by a bad opinion of his 
political conduct. He 'Avas, hoAvever, thankful to the very 
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respectable bocly of ffecholdors of the very respectable county 
of York, for the favorable sentiments they entertained of him ; 
but he was at a loss to conceive, where they had learnt, tliat 
he would never make part of a cabinet, any one member of 
which should be hostile to parliamentary reform. Perhaps it 
would be utterl^’^ impossible ever to form such a cabinet. The 
proposition was a point, on which liiere. were so many ditierent 
opinions, that he believed if the country was to remain 
■without a cabinet, until one could be formed, which should be 
unanimous on the subject, England would never see an ad- 
ministration. To him, on the other hand, it appeared not 
a little singular, that the noble lord and his friends, who were 
such determined enemies to intluence, sliould expect that 
a measure relating simply to the commons, such as a reform 
in the representation of the people, should in any degree 
originate in the cabinet, or come, forward under their intluence 
and protection.. -iVll that he would add was, that individually 
he would exert the utmost of liis ability to support the measure 
of a reform in parliament, whenever that cpiestion should be 
brought before tlic house. 

Mr. Eox agreed with Mr. Pitt, that it was scarcely possible 
to find a proper number of persons to form , a cabinet, who 
should concur in tlie expediency, policy, or necessity of a 
parliamentary reform. The petition was ordered. to lie on 
the table. 

This conversation was evidently begun; with a view of 
bringing discredit upon Mr. Pitt, for the supposed want of 
activity and zeal in the cause of parliamentary reform; but 
the readiness and dexterity, with which he replied -to lord 


CHAP. IV. . 

1784. 



■'2{)n 

fuAi-. tv, Surry inb.inu;ilit)nA, atul tint opiui ami tlet'ultal maiuuT in 
. . which he aAM-rttul and utaiutaiuctl hi.s farmer u[)inion, ctuu- 

plctcly ilctcalcd his hnthdup's fibjcct. Lord Sttrry .strems tiol 
to have iHuuj aware, lhal if any blame could have been im- 
putctl b» Mr. Lilt, lor >illini4 in cabinet with cnt niies to 
parliamentary refoinu die :.am(? iiehutucil to Mr. Fox ; ami to 
a con^ciou.-'Uc'^s of thi>. wi", are* to de>criin* what -Mr. Fox said 
of a cabinet, cou>i'^lin‘.i exelm/svely of the frieud.i of parlia- 
mentary refonn. 

Mr. Fill then proented InS India bill, which wa> read the 
iirAl lime, ami onh red n»iur printed. He moved, lital il j'lunsld 
he read the .setamd time on W ednesday next, and exprc*>cd 
a ho{u‘. that no one woulil object to so early a <lay, as il was 
univer.saily ailmitted. dial .‘.ome bill wa> m-cosary for the 
Government of India. .Mr. Fox, however, siiGGested, that it 
would be jnoper to allow more lime for the cun.sideralion of 
the mea.AUfc : and thenrfort*, lu* proposed Friilay, instead of 
M'talnesday, to which .Mr. Fill consi-ntcd. 

'I'his point heino svUlled, Mr, Fox moved the order of the 
day, for GoiuG into a committeir on the stat»: of the nation, 
land Surry immediately ashed Mr. Fill, if he would yive liie 
hou.se the satisfaction of hnowiny, wht.-lher a dissolution would 
l:d<c [>lace, before the India bill .should be disposed of. L^pon. 
which Mr. Fox observed, that let Mr. Fill icive what answer 
he pleased, or no answer at all, it would not satisfy him, so us 
to prevent him from going into a coinmiltee.'' .Mr. Fitt having 
therefore declined giving any answer to lord Surry’s question, 
the house resolved itself into a. conunillee. Lord Charles 
Spencer immediutely moved the following resolution, which he 
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represented as a natural consequence of those to which the 
house had already agreed, as the most moderate which could 
be proposed under present circumstances, and as likely to 
produce a settled and eflicicnt administration, “ That it having 
been declared to be the opinion of this house, that, in the 
present situation of his majesty’s dominions, it is peculiarly 
necessary, that there should be an administration that has 
the confidence of this house and of the public j and that the 
appointment of his majesty’s present ministers was accom- 
panied by circumstances new and extraordinary, and such as 
do not conciliate or engage the confidence of this liouse ; the 
continuance of the present ministers, in ti lists ot the highest 
importance and responsibility, is contrary to constitutional 
principles, and injurious to the interests of his majesty and 
his people,” INIr. Powys opposed this motion, as premature, 
unjust, unprecedented, and unwarrantable. lie spoke in very 
hi‘di terms, both of Mr. Pitt and of Mr. Pox; declaring, however, 
his disapprobation of the manner in wiiich the one liad come 
into office ; and blaming the other for his coalition with lord 
North. He thought Mr. Pox’s ambition laudable and honorable ; 
but he believed him regardless of the means by which he 
^ratified it. He said, that he had long wished the two right 
honorable gentleman could have acted together; but he 
acknowledged, that he saw in lord North a great obstacle to 
such a junction. 

This was the first occasion upon which any desire of an union 
• between Mr. Pitt and Mr. Pox, was expressed in the house of 
commons, and it was now mentioned in a very cursory way, 
and without any expectation of its taking place, Mr. Pox, in 
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noticing that part of Mr. Powys's speech, said, that he neither 
, courted nor avoided union with any party; and that he had no 
objebtion to connect himself with persons of any description, 
with whom he could form a permanent junction, on sound and 
general principles. He defended his coalition with lord North, 
although he had formerly differed from him on various subjects; 
but these grounds of difference were now at an end. He accused 
the ministers of having formed a conspiracy against the con- 
stitution, and of having got into office by an act of treachery : 
but he afterwards added, “ I venerate the character of the 
young man who holds the reigns of government at present; 
I admire his virtues, and respect his ability."' 

As this was a very important motion, being intended to 
compel ministers to resign, and was frequently referred to in 
subsequent debates, I shall transcribe, from the parliamentary 
register, Mr. Dundas's speech, which is short, and places the 
question in its true light. In replying to Mr. Pox, he said, 

“ Sir, — After the testimony of so many honorable and inde- 
pendent gentlemen, who have with one voice acknowledged, 
that the resolution before you, is, in the present case, absolutely 
unwarrantable, I rise with peculiar satisfaction, and cannot 
but augur well of the event of this night's debate. — Sir, I rejoice 
to see the moderation and temper which has shewn itself on 
this occasion; I rejoice that we meet the question fairly; and 
that it is iiot brought forward as that was, upon which this 
resolution is founded, and of which it is said to be nothing 
more than a corollary. The former question, important as it 
was, not only to the interests, but to the personal honor of his 
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uiajest5''s present ministers, was brought before us suddenly 
and unexpectedly, at five o’clock in the morning, when every ^ 
man s faculties for speaking, for hearing, and for judging 
properly, were exhausted by a previous debate of more than 
twelve hours ; and when a very considerable portion of the 
house had departed, under the firm and very natural persuasion, 
that no more questions of consecpience were likely to be 
introduced. The present question, as it is brought forward at 
a better hour, and with a better temper, so will it be decided 
upon, I trust, with a better and clearer judgment ; and I assure 
you, sir, I shall attempt so far to follow the example of those 
before me, and of the right honorable gentleman himself, 
(]\lr. Fox,) as to sufler nothing personal, nothing indecent, 
nothing heated, nothing unbecoming the critical and awful 
hour, in which I speak, to escape out of my lips. 

“ Sir, the first thing I have to observe, is clearly and 
distinctly this ; that allowing, for argument’s sake, actual credit 
for every report without doors, and every insinuation that has 
been made here, the present resolution is, nevertheless, utterly 
without foundation. What, sir, is the utmost that reports have 
ever said ? That my lord Temple has indiscreetly, wantonly, 
and, if you will, unconstitutionally, reported his majesty’s 
private opinion on the subject of the India bill ; and that, in 
the house of lords, that bill has been by these means thro\vn 
out. But, sir, is my lord Temple a minister? Your resolution 
says, his majesty’s present ministers. Lords of the bedchamber 
are no ministers ; who, therefore, are those men, that your 
resolution means to slander? I call on the noble lord to 
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CHAP. IV. amend his motion, and to name in it every minister of his 
^784- majesty, on whose character he means that this stigma should- 
alight. Sir, I defy any man even to insinuate, that any one 
of his majesty'’s cabinet has ever had the least share of that, 
secret influence, upon which this motion is founded, and for 
which it is to turn them out of office. — Sir, they are not even- 
accused ; they have a right to be accused, and they will deny 
every part of the imputation. The throwing out of the India 
bill, was a matter previous to their appointment ; a matter in 
which they had no concern, and for which they can share 
no blame, even if I allow, for argument’s sake, that blame is. 
due any where. 

His majesty’s present ministers have, I assert, been constitu- 
tionally chosen by him, who has the sole right to choose them ; 
and by this resolution, they are, by this house, instantly turned 
out. Sir, is it therefore for their incapacity and insufficiency, 
that you overthrow them ? (Hear ! hear !) Then, sir, I insist 
that their incapacity and insufficiency shall be named in the 
motion, as the ground upon which you at once deny them your 
confidence. Let this house judge, and know, upon what 
gi'ound they give their vote. Let me tell you, sir, our con- 
stituents will ask to know — the people of England must and 
will know — why ministers, named by his majesty, are instantly 
turned out by the house of commons ; turned out, I say, before 
they are tried, and condemned before they are accused. 

“ Sir, if this resolution means any thing, it is in the nature 
and spirit of an address, requesting the king to appoint a new 
set of ministers. I am forced, therefore, to view it in this 
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light, since it is, in eflect, pointed at his majesty, and must 
probably be followed up by an address, in the same tenor and 
to the same purport. 

“ I beg, therefore, the house will go with me in considering, 
how the royal mind must feel, and what sort of language his 
majesty must hold to himself, upon such an address : — ‘ You 
send me back the ministers I have just chosen ; have I not, 
then, the right to choose my ministers ? Certainly yes, you 
say. — But what crimes have they committed? What is it they 
have so soon perpetrated? Certainly not one. act of their 
administration is yet passed. Are they, therefore, without the 
confidence of the house of commons? Are they men sq 
unpopular, so incapable, so insufficient, that you will not bear 
with them, even for a moment ? Is the minister, who devotes 
himself to the house of commons particularly, so unpopular 
and so incapable ? I had chosen him ; I had • singled him out 
as a man, of talents the most astonishing, of integrity the most 
incorrupt, of a reputation the most extraordinary. — I had 
fondly imagined him the favorite of the house of commons ; 
I had been taught to fancy, that in celebrating his name, all 
my people joined in one . anthem of praise. Is it for this, 
therefore, that the house of commons thus instantly condemn 
him ? Is it on account of his fair fame and unexampled repu- 
tation, that I am desired to withdraw my public confidence 
from such a person as this? It follows, no doubt, therefore, 
that you wish me to substitute characters as opposite as 
possible to this. You wish me then to name some man or 
men, in whom I can place no confidence ; some man or men, 
whom my people execrate, and in whom I myself, in perfect 
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union with my people, cannot confide. If such men are to 
be my only choice, if unpopularity, hatred, and distrust, are 
to be the qualifications and the great characteristics that form 
a minister in these days, it would be matter of the sincerest 
joy to me, if the house of commons would permit me to wave 
my choice. Let the house of commons name their minister ; 
let them' search out persons suited to their purposes, only let 
me not be forced to play the farce of naming to them, men 
whom they have singled out, whom my conscience condemns 
on public grounds, and whom my people tell me, they do not 
approve.' 

“ Such would be the natural answer of a king, allowing fiim 
to be a man of feeling, and a man of honor, like - ourselves, 
on such an unheard-of address as this ; just this must neces- 
sarily be his private sentiments and soliloquy on the occasion. 
Therefore, I would beseech the house at once, to name the 
men in whom alone they are determined to confide. Already 
we know their names. Let us bring in a, bill, naming the 
right honorable gentleman, and the noble lord, exclusive 
ministers of this country, for a term of years ; for that is 
precisely the spirit and meaning, that, sir, is the plain English 
of this resolution ; except indeed that by the present motion, 
the house of lords is exempted from any share in the nomi- 
nation ; whereas, if it was a bill, it would not be the house of 
commons alone that would name the ministers of this country. 

“ Sir, we have been told by the right honorable gentleman, 
that this is a great constitutional question, and not a question 
who shall be minister. — I meet the house on that ground ; and 
I beg leave to request no more favor than this, viz. that every 
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man, who thinks mth the right honorable gentleman, that this 
is not a question, who shall be minister, will vote with him, , 
and I am content that all the rest should vote with me. Nay, 
sir, if there is any man in this house, who in his conscience 
does not think, that this resolution serves to name the right 
honorable gentleman, and his colleagues, the ministers, and 
the only ministers of this country, I am content that all such 
persons, to a man, should vote' against me, I feel on this 
ground very sure of finding myself to night, in a most respect- 
able majority indeed. Sir, I have no personal objections or 
dislike to the noble lord, or the right honorable gentleman; it 
is upon clear constitutional grounds that I resist this vote ; 
and I call upon the independent part of the house, to stand 
forth . and maintain the character, the moderation, for thus 
I will venture to say, they will most elFectually maintain the 
true consequence, of this British house of commons. Let the 
house look well to its conduct this night ; for this night it is 
about to decide, what is the constitution of this country. The 
assumption of power and privileges, which did not belong to. 
it, has once proved the overthrow of this constitution ; we are 
verging towards, the same precipice again; we are claiming, 
to ourselves the right of appointing, ministers ; we are dis- 
claiming the nomination .of his majesty, without cause and 
without trial," . . 

Several members spoke after Mr. Dundas ; ' and, at last, 
Mr. Pitt rose to declare, that he could not suffer the debate to 
close, without saying a few words ; but, as. he saw the impa- 
tience of the house to separate, an impatience which he could ■ 
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CHAV. IV. not wonder at, wlien he considered the very late hour of the 
^784- ^ night, he promised that he would detain them only for a few 
moments. Whatever might be the fate of the motion, he could 
not but feel the utmost comfort and satisfaction, at. the full, 
fair, and impartial discussion the question had undergone, and 
more particularly in having been witness to a debate, in which 
although, from the personal nature of it, he was debarred from 
taking any part himself, so many worthy and truly respectable 
gentlemen had risen to defend his character, and rescue it from 
the odium, with which the violence of faction, and the malice 
of party attempted to load it. In the course of the day a great 
variety of topics had been handled, in a way which did honor 
to the ability of those who had spoken, and proved incon- 
testably, that the art and ingenuity of that set of men, whose 
chief aim it had been to mislead and confound, had not been 
successful to the degree which they might possibly have 
hoped ; but that there were others, and those of acknowledged 
estimation and importance in the country, who were not more 
accurate in their judgments, than ijealous in their determina- 
tion to tear the mask from the face of faction, and shew it in 
its native colors. This necessarily afforded him all the gratifi- 
cation which his most sanguine hopes could have aspired to. 
He. desired to throw himself upon the candor, the justice, and 
the honor of the house ; observing, that if the present motion 
should pass before the merits of his India bill should be dis- 
cussed, he should be condemned unheard, unknown, untried, 
uriconvicted. * 

- As soon as Mr. Pitt sat down, the house divided, and the 
resolution was carried by a majority of 21 , the numbers being 
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205, and 184. After the resolution was reported to the house? 
and agreed to, an adjournment took place to the Tuesday 
following, when the committee on the state of the nation was 
to sit again. • 

Upon the meeting of the house on that day, Mr. Rolle, who 
had given notice of a motion for certain papers, said, he should 
not then make his motion, and assigned, as one of his reasons, 
“a rumor that a negotiation was on foot, for effecting an 
union between the .two political parties, at present opposed to 
each, other.” Mr. Fox rose immediately, and declared, that 
there was no ground, as Tar as he knew, for such rumor ; and. 
that it was very indecent to postpone a motion, on a pretence 
of that kind. . He then proceeded to express his astonishinenti 
that ministers should continue in office, after a' resolution had 
passed the house of commons, declaring, that they did not 
possess the confidence of that house. He wished, howevei’, to 
give his-majesty’s ministers time to reflect, and coolly to con- 
sider the situation in which they stood ; and therefore He pro- 
posed, that the committee on the state of the nation should be 
postponed to the -following Monday, by which day he hoped 
ministers would be able to give such' advice to his majesty, 
as the situation of affairs demanded.: if not, it would be 
necessary for the house to take some step, which should render 
it absolutely impossible for them to continue in tlieif offices. 
'He concluded with these words, “ As to the idea of an union 
with those.he was now. opposing, all he tvould say, was, that he 
was not an enemy to any. individual j but gentlemen should 
consider how far it was practicable to effect it, consistently 
with principles that appeared almost irreconcileable.” 
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CHAP. lY. After several members had expressed an earnest wish for 

. . a junction between Mr. Pitt and Mr. Pox, Mr. Pitt said, “ he 

wished the sitting of the committee, to be deferred for some 
time, though he entertained no desire to get rid of it entirely : 
he .was by no means averse to the union, so strongly and 
so properly recommended, by respectable and independent 
country gentlemen.; but on the other hand, he agreed per- 
fectly widi the right honorable gentleman, that an union not 
founded on principle, and which would produce disunion, 
where it would be more dangerous than in tliat house, would 
.be a fallacious union, and such as no. lover of his country 
could ever wish to see. The right honorable gentleman had 
asserted, that he (Mr. Pitt,) in common Mth his majesty's' other 
ministers, held his place in defituice of the opinion of that 
house : in answer to that charge he would say, that nothing 
but a sense, of his duty to the public, could keep him in 
office ; and when in a committee on the state of the nation, 
that business should come to be agitated, be would state the 
motives upon which he acted, and which, he trusted, would be 
found just and reasonable by the committee ; fortlie present, 
he would only add, that he thought he could not at this 
moment go out of office with so much honor as had attended 
his coming into it.” It was agreed, that the committee on the 
state of the nation, should be deferred to the follo\ving 
Monday.— Prom Mr. Pox's speeches this day, it was evident 
that he was disconcerted, because Mr. Pitt had not resigned in 
consequence of the resolution moved by lord Charles Spencer. 
But though Mr. Pox considered the majority upon that occa- 
sion, as sufficient to produce the effect he wished, yet he could 
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not conceal from himself,, that it. was much less than upon 
either of the divisions four nights before ; and as lord Charles ^ 
Spencer’s motion was more immediately directed against 
Mr. Pitt, Mr. Fox might doubt how for he should be supported 
in any personal question of a still stronger nature. It was, 
probably, on that ground, he thought it better not to hazard 
any other motion in the committee on the state of the nation, 
till the fate of ' Mr. Pitt’s India billshould.be decided. He 
might, not without reason, expect, that the division upon that 
question jvduld be .greatly in. his favor, as his own India. bill, 
the principle of which Svas irre'cohcileable \\dth that of Mr. Pitt, 
had been .carried with very little opposition, in point of 
numbers. He had been studious to rejpresent liis India bill as 
the bill of the house of commons ; because, by passing it with 
so great majorities,, they had, as it were, adopted it for their 
own ; and we have seen, that when Mr. Pitt fo'st explained the 
substance of his bill, Mr. Fox argued, . that the house was 
bound, in consistency, to reject the plan, as being essentially 
different from that, to which they had recently given their full 
and. unequivocal sanction; and he might hope, that if Mr. Pitt 
failed in a measure, which was the avowed cause of his coming 
into office,, and. to which, he had confidently appealed as the, test 
by which he .wished to be tried, , he would instantly resign. 

On. the... Friday, Mr. Pitt, according to previous notice, 
moved, that his India. bill be read a, second time, and committed. 
Mr.Pox opposed the . commitment of the bill, in a long speecfo 
in which he frequently referred to his own bill, and compared 
it .with that then before this house. Mr. Pitt replied, to. the 
arguments and objections of Mr. Foxj and of other members,; 
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to some resolution on the. subject. Upon sir Grey Cooper^s chap. iv. 
sitting down, the house called loudly upon Mr. Pitt to rise ; . . 

but when they found that their endeavors were/ ineffectual, 
they called. as loudly upon sir Grey Cooper, to move a resolu- 
tion. In the midst of this clamor, Mr. Pox rose again, and 
spoke with great warmth. He. urged many objections to 
a dissolution, and said, that he “ could not speak of the sulky 
silence of the right honorable gentleman, in any other terms 
tha,n those of indignation.^’ ' He called upon him to explain 
his intention, so as to supersede the ..necessity of the house 
adopting a measure to prevent a dissolution. Mr. Dempster 
followed Mr. Pox, and stated additionaP objections to a disso- 
lution, arising, from the season of the year, which would make 
the new elections extremely inconvenient, if not absolutely 
impossible, in some parts' of thekingdom. Upon Mr; Dempster’s 
.'sitting down, the house called again veheniently upon Mr. Pitt 
to rise. . He did not, . however, yield to the clamors of his 
opponents, but persevered in sitting still. General Conway 
then rose, and very warmly upbraided Mr. Pitt for: his silence : 
he called upon him “to explain his conduct for his owii honor: 
he called upon him to clear himself from the imputation which 
lay . against him. The present ministry, -originating- in dark- 
ness and secrecy, maintained themselves by artifice and-reserve. 

All their conduct was dark and intricate. - They existed by 
corruption j and they were now to dissolve parliament, after . 
sending their agents about the country to bribe the electors.’’ 

Upon hearing these words, Mr. Pitt rose, and interrupted 
general Conway, by calling him to order : he desired him to 
specify the instances, where the agents of ministers had gone 
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el U'Uijn'raucIu lijuiua*. a»h>U >c;enc ;e iu!m vicvru*^.” Ciencrai 
Cunvv.iy, Mr. .'Sheridan, lorci Xnr(h, lord Surry, .Mr, KduiJ, 
Mr. Fi>x, .»\d oilier memhfr,^, Mtcece^ivcly called ujsun 
Mr. iSlt tc> iiccjuaint ihe hou;.e, whether he inCeudcci to advise 
thi.* dishoiutic-in of parliament : ;uul sevonil of them tiircatened, 
if he refused, to make a motion, to compel him to answer, 
'riiese demauds, and the.se threalc>, had no eifccl whatever upon 

* Uv. Ub. !cct. 
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Mr. Pitt; he persisted in his silence. At length, Mr. Fox 
perceiving, that neither he, nor his friends, could prevail upon 
Mr. Pitt to give them any infornaation upon the subject of 
a dissolution, and probably not knowing what resolution to 
move in so peculiar a case, rose for tlie fourth time, and after 
repeating his astonishment at Mr. PitPs silence, which he called 
an insult to the house, proposed an adjournment, to the next 
day, although it was Saturday, when he hoped members >7011101 
attend, that “ proper measures might be taken to vindicate the 
honor, and assert the privileges, of the house,” The .house 
immediately adjourned, i,t being then two o'clock, : r 

The following day, the house, at the usual hour of meeting, 
was uncommonly full, under a general expectation that par- 
liament would be dissolved ; members being anxious to learn, 
whether that event was likely to , take place immediately. As 
soon as Mr. Pitt entered the house, Mr, Powys rose under such 
emotion, that he shed tears ; and after some introductory 
observations upon what had passed the preceding evening, 
and a declaration, that his conduct would be regulated by what 
he conceived would be for the advantage of the country, he 
said, that before he should proceed, he wished to put a question 
to the right honorable chancellor of the exchequer, by the 
answer to which, he should be detenuined, whether or not he 
should make the inotipn, which he had in contemplation. If 
the right honorable member should not give any answer at , all, 
he would not construe his silence into disrespect ; but he 
should construe it to . mean, that he did not think proper 
to give an answer to it, lest he should engage top far in 
a business of a very delicate nature : however, in the present 
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alarming situalicm of ulVair.s, he lliuught it hi,'* duly to put lii;> 
(pie3ti()iu uiul to cal! tor an answer la it. 'I’lic (jue.Htion, tlvcvc- 
tdixs to whicii he wi^jlictl ti» liavc an aiibwcr, was, “ whelijer 
that house might expect to he in existence, and to meet agjiin 
on ,M«)miay ne.xl ! He di<i not, as the riglil honor.able nunn- 
her might see, call for an answer that might jiroclaim to tiie 
public till! .secrets of the crown, which, a.s a minister, the right 
honorable genllenuin wa.s bonnd not to reveal : he wished 
simply to know from him, wluUher, on Monday next, the house 
might expect to meet again, in order to proceed to hmsiness. 
^Ir, I^itt remaining silent for .some lime, Mr. I^owy.s rose again, 
and said, that he called upon the right hotjoruble gentleman, 
a.s mitdsler of the cniwn. to give him an answer. Mr. i^itt 
then said, that he had laiti down to himself a rule, from which 
he thought it his duly not to depart, which wa.s, not to pledge 
himself to the house, that in any possible .situation of alfairs, 
he would not advise his majesty to dissolve parliament ; 
however, as the honorable gentleman had brought the matter 
to a very narrow point, in asking, whether the hou.se might 
expect to meet on Tklonday next, he would so far gratify the 
honorable gentleman, as to tell him, that ho had no intention, 
by any advice he should give, to prevent the meeting of the 
house on that daJ^ Mr. Powys expressed himself satisfied with 
this answer, and the house adjourned to ^Monday. 

As the rejection of Mr. Pitt’s India bill led his adversaries to 
expect, that a dissolution of parliament would immediately 
take place, so it suggested to him the propriety of again 
considering the expediency of resorting to that measure; 
and in the mean while he was, as we have seen, reluctant to 
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answer questions, upon that subject. His decision, after mature chap. iv. 
deliberation, was the same as before,- and upon the same , ^784- _ 
ground. He still feared,' that he should not gain sufficient 
strength, in a new parliament, to give stability to his adminis- 
tration ; and therefore he chose to submit for some time 
longer, to all the inconveniences and difficulties of struggling 
against a majority. of the house of commons-; and to encounter 
all the' violence with which he was threatened, rather than 
risque a dissolution under present circumstances ; or desert 
a post, which duty to his sovereign, and regard to the consti- 
tution, called upon him to maintain. He had, indeed, the 
satisfaction of perceiving, that ..the favorable . disposition of 
the public: towards himself, was gradually increasing, and that 
his opponents were growing every day more .unpopular. The 
corporation,' and also the merchants and traders,- of the city of 
London, had presented addresses to the king, in which they 
strongly expressed their, approbation of the conduct of the 
house of lords in rejecting Mr. Fox's India bill, thanked liis 
majesty for dismissing his late ministers, and declared their 
resolution to support the legal exercise of the royal preroga- 
tive; and there was reason to think, that this example of the; 
metropolis would be . immediately followed by other parts of 
the kingdom. Persuaded, that the cause in which, he was 
engaged, just and constitutional as he- believed it to be, must’ 
ultimately triumph, he trusted, that, b}^ continuing .to act 
upon' the same principles, and with the same firmness, and by 
giving his adversaries an opportunity of lowering themselves 
by their indiscretion and violence still more in the opinion of 
the people, he ' should, in a few weeks, be able to dissolve. 
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parliament with a fair prospect of success. It will hereaftej' 
appear, that upon this occasion he gave a remarkable proof pf 
that penetration and judgment, for which he was so highly 
distinguished. It was certain that a dissolution would now, 
and indeed at any moment since he came into, office, have 
been productive of some advantage to him; btit he had the 
wisdom and the courage to forego that benefit, unpleasant as 
the forbearance was, in many respects, and to wait, till the 
measure could be adopted in a manner fully to ' answer his 
purpose. 

The members of opposition, however, still supposing that 
Mr, Pitt had a dissolution of parliament in contemplation, 
endeavored to prevent it, by putting an interpretation upon 
the king’s answer to the address, of the. house of commons before 
the Christmas recess, which implied his majesty’s promise not 
to dissolve parliament, till an India bill should be passed, and 
some provision made for the maintenance of public credit. 
When the house met on the 26th, Mr. Eden, after a short intro- 
ductory speech, moved, “ That it appears to. this house, that 
his majesty’s most gracious answer of the 24th of December 
last, contains assurances, upon which this, house cannot but 
most firmly rely, that his majesty will not, by the prorogation 
or dissolution of parliament, interrupt this house in their con- 
sideration of proper measures for regulating the affairs of the 
East India company, and for supporting the public credit and 
revenues of this country ; objects, which, in the opinion of his 
majesty, of this house, and of the public, cannot but be 
thought to demand the most immediate and unremitting atten- 
tion of parliament.”— r As soon as Mr..Marsham had seconded 
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the motion, Mr. Pitt rose, and said, that he took the earliest chap. iv. 
opportunity of speaking upon a motion, which every gentleman , . ^784- _ 
must be aware, concerned him personally. As the construction 
of liis majesty's answer was now brought forward in the shape 
of a question, and thus rendered the subject of free parliamen- 
tary discussion, he was certainly bound to meet that question, 
and enter upon its merits fairly and unreservedly. His mind, 
he was ready to confess, was relieved from those difficulties, 
which he had before felt, and which had determined him to 
resist every attempt of members to extort from him, as 
minister, a verbal declaration relative to the intention of go-* 
vernment witli respect to a dissolution of parliament. That 
sort of embarrassment being wholly removed, by the matter no 
longer depending on the interrogatories of private individuals, 
but coming forward in the shape of a regular motion (and he 
begged leave to observe, that the question had never before 
been put to him by the house,) he would state his opinion 
explicitly upon the subject. That his majesty, by his answer, 
gave the house to understand, and in a manner bound himself, 
that he would not interrupt their meeting again after the 
Christmas recess, was undoubtedly true ; but he saAV not, how 
the royal word could be considered as pledged any farther. 

The present motion declared it to be the construction put 
upon his majesty's answer by that house, that his majesty had 
promised not to interrupt their deliberations, by an exercise of, 
his royal prerogative of prorogation or dissolution, while the 
affairs of the East India company, and the support of public 
credit, continued the subjects of their consideration. To such 
an indefinite promise, he could not subscribe ; and therefore, 

G G 2 
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CHAP. IV. to a motion, affixing such ' an unlimited . construction upon 

. ; the king's answer, he. must refuse his, assent; and. that for the 

strongest reason, which could . possibly be adduced, namely,- 
because he knew, that when, he advised, his majesty to use the 
words in . which . the answer .was framed, , he never had , such 
a general unqualified sense of them in his, contemplation ; nor 
would the words themselves fairly admit of, that meaning. ,He, 
appealed also to. the recollection: of .the house, whether the. sense, 
for, which he was then, contending,- was not the .one in which the 
answer had :been formerly understood, by gentlemen on the 
opposite side, and upon which they had repeatedly, argued and 
acted. „ He said,.that though heneyer would advise the. king: to 
pledge himself indefinitely, to abstain . from exercising , his um 
doubted prerogative, of dissolving parliament ; yet he. , had no. 
hesitation , to declare, ,in .his ministerial capacity, that at the 
present moment, there was no intention to stop the proceedings 
of that house, either, by .prorogation or dissolution.,., , 

. .Mr. .Fox expressed himself perfectly satisfied with this .decla- 
ration, as far. as a : dissolution of, parliament was concerned ; 
but he inveighed against Mr-.Pitt with great warmth, , and at 
considerable length, !for continuing -in his situation, as minister; 

i n positive and direct contempt of a solemn resolution of 
this house yi and he added,, that.. “ such an, insult to.the honor, 
the sense, and :the judgment of parliament, must not. be, over-, 
looked;"; He, said, that. Mr. Pitt’s “ conduct, plainly shewed,- 
thatffie considered himself superior to the. house he accused 
him ;“ of stealing iiito. office- by private, intrigue. and secret 
influence he called-, him ‘‘ the ; unconstitutional .minister, of 
the crown, against the voice of parliament, and the spirit pf 
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tlie constitution i” and he intimated, in plain terms, that if chap. ir. 
Mr. Pitt “ persevered thus to. mock and insult the dignity and. . . 

honor of parliament,” he, and his friends with whom he acted, 
would feel it necessary to adopt strong and violent measures, 
however . sorry they might be to recur to means, which, might 
tend to dissolve those bonds of union and harmony between, 
the. legislative and executive powers, so necessary for carrying 
into effect the various operations of policy and government. 

At the same time he said, that being reluctant to proceed to 
disagreeable, extremities, he would not, on that night, or per- 
haps for some time, move any resolution upon the subject. 

He. noticed the wish, which had been expressed , in a former, 
debate, for an union of parties, as the only means of establishing 
a permanent administration; but he maintained, that the' 
honor' of the. house of commons required the resignation 
of the present ministers, which he must, therefore, insist upon 
as a necessary preliminary, before any negotiation for that 
purpose could take place. . 

In , answer to these invectives and : tlneats, Mr. Pitt said, 
that he. had not in his former speech mentioned the subject- 
so, much dwelt upon by the right honorable gentleman, because 
he did not perceive, that any thing in the present motion had' 
the smallest reference to it. He had waited with the expec-' 
tation, that the house- would, go into the committee on the; 
state of the nation, and that some motion would then, be' 
brought forwardj Avhich would afford him a more proper oppor-;. 
tunity of explaining the reasons, which had . induced him to 
continue in office, . after the late resolutions of the house; 'He 
had never shewn any backwardness to account for his cpn- 
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111 :, •,f5s!un«‘Ut‘t lVH‘iv. ‘•vhu'U at all the rti'ht r»i' 

nva«. aiu! AAoulii sh)uht!r.,s ut*t hu (iruit c! lu him. ih^ raina 
liii'u’e tt» JuIjU the liuty lie t>->vi:d t«> !»*» v.luju,? 

i.‘tjuii<.!euc*‘ lie h.ui uoi turt<’ii« <1 by .tny .ittejupt to inlrociucc* 
a mv, puv.i r, uuntuiv, u to the lun^ilutiuu; ;uuj he considered 
hitu-'.ell* iiiurh a.ij‘4t'i''Vr4 iu beiu*: to the ccn.'^ur^• of 

ilnit hnusr. V, ilimnt aSiV ciiara*' bein^ pr«>vvd a;raii}'4 him — in 
bciny roiuh nnn tl, tusconvit led, iWid niUrieal. Ihil to rtUppoAC 
that he . rl hiino'lf up .suju-rlMr to tin? iiotCHe of cuiiiinon^, 
w.f, lie inia’injrd, au t>pinio!> vJuch no man could .-criotedy 
entmtaiu; lor v.UicU inn»-rd tlu rc ’a.o no foimdation, except 
tJrat iie lin>u.^hl dufermtly from a majority of the hotj>c: and 
if that ^v.i» a crime, it v»,o» omn of '.vldch tim itojarrablc 
ocittlcutau hiima.df lm<i Ina-n frcrptcnily cniUy. .^^uch Ic.o-i 
would it be thoueht. that he held thi; readulion^ of that iiou .')0 
in contempt, or rei^ardcd them with any decree of intiitfi rcncc. 
Oit tile, contrary, he had the profounde.'l roped for the house, 
and the iUmo>l itTveivnce for its rc'iolutlons. 'fhal he hluod 
itt a situation perfectly new, he was ready to admit ; but that 
he .stood in liiat situatirm in contempt of that house, or as 
holdini*: himself .superior to its authoriiy, he must bei^ le.avo 
U> deny. New and extraortlinary circumstanct's mii»hl justify 
new and e.xtraordinary conduct. For any nuni.stcr, who iiad 
been pronounced lunvorlliy of the approi)ation of that house, 
to remain in odice, w'as, he conle.ssetl, far from common ; but 
he hojied he should not give olVence, when lie asserted, that 
a inini.ster might nevertheless act constitutionally by remaining 
in ollice, after .such disapprobation had been expressed, lie 
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iiilrealcd pardon for what ho was goun^ to say ; but he con- 
ceived, that, according to the constitution, the appointment 
or removal of ministers rested not with the house of commons; 
and therefore, there was nothing illegal in a minister’s 
remaining in otlicc, after that house had declared against 
him : at the same time he acknowledged, that sucli a step, 
without the strongest possible reasons, would be rash, impru- 
dent, and imwarraiilable. He had not continued in his situation 
from motives of ambition, from love of ollice, or from any 
i-eluctancc to part with its emoluments; but, because his 
immediate resignation, after the resolution of last Friday 
se’nuight, must have been followed by the restoration of the 
iate miiiistei's, who had, by their unconstitutional conduct, 
forfeited the confidence of their sovereign and of the people ; 
this change, therefore, would have been dangerous to the best 
interests of tlie public — the only consideration, whicli could 
have kept him in ollice, :ifter he had lost the conlidence of that 
house. To remain a minister under such circumstances, was 
DO pleasure to him ; but, on the other hand, pain and mortili- 
cation. He urged, however, the gradual diminution of the 
majority, as a proof that the cause of ids antagonists was 
declining; and assured the house, that by continuing in otHce, 
he conscientiously believed himself to be performing an 
important duty to his king and country, in which he was 
determined to persevere, and not to resign for the purpose of 
entering into a negotiation for an union of parties.. If gentle- 
jnen rerdly wished to form a stable and extended adminis- 
jtration, upon fair and liberal principles, let them lay aside the 
trifles of etiquette and ceremony, and discarding all personal 
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CHAP. IV. prejudices and private views, proceed on terms of candor and 
confidence, from which alone an honorable and beneficial 
result could be expected. He repeated, that though he pos- 
sessed an employment of eminence, it was not one of choice ; 
and he trusted, whenever a favorable opportunity offered,, he 
should prove himself not tenacious of power, or desirous of 
clinging to office; but at present, he felt himself under an 
obligation to remain in his situation, till a new arrangement 
should be formed, and not expose the nation to that state of 
anarchy, which it experienced on a former and somewhat 
similar occasion'^. . ; . . 

Mr. Pox replied to Mr. Pitt, again accusing him of “ creeping 
into power, by unfair and unconstitutional means and 
asserting, that-” like every other minister, he ought to resign, 
when he found he did not possess the confidence of the house 
of commons." lie concluded by declaring, that. the house 
must cai'ry their point ; must compel the ministers of the crovm 
to retire; and by avowing a determination to enter into no 
treaty with them,- while they continued in office. The resolution 
was then agreed to, without a division ; after which Mr. Fox 
moved, that the house should go into; a. committee on the state 
'of the nation, on the 29th, to which day they adjourned. . . 

: When that day arrived, Mr. Fox expressed his concern that 
circumstances had not changed since their last nieeting. He 
arraigned Mr. Pitt’s conduct in the severest terms ; he repeatr 
edly accused him of exercising the power, which he had 
obtained, by. unconstitutional means, for corrupt purposes, 

Mr. Pitt alluded to the long ministerial interregmun afterword Shelburne’s 
resignation.- • . . . . : - 
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particularly in the late creation of peers* ; of despising and chav. iv. 
setting at defiance a majority of the house of commons ; of , . 

promoting jealousy and mistrust between the king and his 
pai'liament ; and 'of keeping the country without an effective 
government. He said, that, though his (Mr. Pitt’s) haughtiness, 
obstinacy, and temerity, might, if continued, hereafter justify 
the sti’ongest measures ; at present, he recommended modera- 
tion; — and therefore he proposed, that the house should adjourn 
to Monday, on which day, should nothing occur to give public 
affairs a more favorable aspect, it would certainly be necessary 
to resume the committee on the state of the nation. The few 
days respite, which such an adjournment would afford, might, 
it was true, be employed no better than those which were past 
had been. Pie trusted, however, that the well-meant endeavors 
of such as wished to produce something like an union, would 
not prove again abortive -f. But he was bound in conscience, 
once for all, to declare, that while the present ministers retained • 
their situations, every effort of that kind, however laudable and 
well intended, must be useless and unavailable. 

Mr. Pitt followed Mr. Pox : he said, “ that he did not rise to 
oppose the motion, but felt himself called upon to state, in very 
express terms, his objections to the mode of arraignment, thus 
constantly adopted by gentlemen on the opposite side of the 

* Lord Camelford, the duke of Northumberland created lord Lovaine ijvith 
remainder to his second son, lord Carteret, and lord Eliot, In this speech 
Mr. Fox acknowledged, that his majesty would not allow his late ministers to 
recommend any persons to be made peers. 

•t This alluded to meetings of independent countiy gentlemen, at the St. Alban's 
tavern, to effect, if possible, an union between Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox; an account 
of which will be given hereafter. 
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house. To that very high language, thus personally addressed 
to him, he would only oppose his simple assertion, as no niore 
argument was used bn one' side, than he should affect oh' the 
other. Indeed, he. was confident the house would thiiik with 
him, that such artorreht of . criminating assertions could nbtj 
by any facts whatever, be established. He was conscious to 
himself, that no part of his public life, or official conduct, 
stood in the least need of apology. The delicacy of his present 
situation required discretion^ He was determined to sustain 
it with as much firmness , and decency as he could. This 
resolution was the .result of deliberation ; and no invective o'f 
aspersion, which the right honorable gentleman coiild throw 
out, should divert him from the line he had hitherto , pursued! 
He could only act in so far as his own judgment, directed 
him. This direction, he trusted, would not lead him into any 
very palpable error; and while he retained a confidence of 
that hind, it was in vain to expect he would' be intimidated 
by any open attack, or cajoled by any secret artifice.' The 
right honorable gentleman, iii saying, that he and. his colleagues 
did riot possess the requisites of a legal administration, was 
mistaken ; as they had certainly every forinality which belonged 
to ; them as the. servants of the public. The epithets, therefore, 
so well calculated to throw an odium on them, were improperly 
applied ; for whatever the right honorable gentleman might 
think of a majority, he (Mr. Pitt) would not allow, that in 
every, case a majority was. to prescribe what, in such and such 
circumstances, it was proper for ministers to do. He did not 
believe there was a constitutional power in the house of 
commons, to control the royal prerogative. He rather thouglit, 
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that every brancH’ of the legislature, was instituted to secure 
die legal and constitutional exercise of the functions and 
privileges of the other. He’ hoped,’ therefore, that it would 
never be contended, that the sovereign, in creating peers or 
choosing his ministers, must first ask leave of that house. The; 
right honorable gentleman had also said, that there was now 
ho government in the country, an allegation to which he would 
give a direct negative. AVliat ! were ministers of no use but 
to attend their duty in parliament? Was there no official 
business to be transacted of a public and national description 
without the walls of the house of commons ? And whether 
those measures and schemes, which depended on the assistance 
and concurrence of parliament, were or were not suspended, 
undoubtedly .other . matters, however inferior they might be 
thought, came under their inspection and control. The right 
honorable gentleman had exerted his utmost to paint his 
(Mr. Pitt’s) conduct in the worst light ; but still he was willing 
to stand forth in his own vindication. Nothing , could be 
imputed to him, of which he had any reason to be ashamed. 
His heart, his principles, his hands were pure; and while he 
enjoyed the conscious satisfaction of his own mind, no', 
language of the right honorable gentleman— no clamor- 
no artifice of party — no unfounded imputation, should affect 
him. He had already stated! his conduct fully and explicitly ; 
and he trusted, that the reasons he had assigned for whatever 
might seem peculiar in his situation, w’^ere satisfactory to the; 
house. Lord North answered Mr. Pitt; and, after speeches 
from lord Nugent and Mr. Fox, the house adjourned td 
Monday! ■ ' 
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William Leinon, and Mr. PoAvys, who were county members, 
as a committee, Avaited upon the duke and Mr, Pitt, Avith the 
folloAA'ing statement : — “AVe AA’hose names are hereunto 
signed, members of the house of commons, being fully per- 
suaded, that the united efforts of those, in Avhose integrity, abi- 
lities, and constitutional principles, AA''e have reason to confide, 
can alone rescue the country from its present distracted state,- 
do join in most humbly entreating his grace the duke of 
Portland, and the right honorable William Pitt, to communi- 
cate Avitli each other, on the arduous situation of public affairs ; 
trusting, that by a liberal and unreserved intercom-se betAveen 
them, every impediment may be removed to a cordial co-ope- 
ration of great and respectable characters, acting on the same 
public principles, and entitled to the support of independent 
and disinterested men.'' To this communication, Mr. Pitt 
replied, “ That he should be very happy to pay attention to the 
commands of so respectable a meeting, and co-operate Avith 
their Avishes to form a stronger and more extended administra- 
tion, if the. same could be done Avith principle and honor," 
And the duke of Portland replied, “ That he should think 
himself happy in obeying the commands of so respectable 
a meeting, but the greatest difficulty to him, and he imagined 
a still gi’eater to Mr. Pitt, was, Mr. Pitt's being in office." 

The meetings were continued at the St. Alban's tavern, and 
several notes arid letters passed between Mr. Grosvenor and 
Mr. Pitt, and between Mr. Grosvenor and the duke of Port- 
land. Mr. Pitt at once declared, “ that there was no difficulty 
on his part, in the way of an immediate intercourse Avith the 
duke of Portland, on the subject of an union:" butthedukeof 
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William Leinon, and Mr. Po^vys, who were county members, 
as a committee, waited upon the duke and Mr, Pitt, with the , 
following statement : — “We whose names are hereunto 
signed, members of the house of commons, being fully per- 
suaded, that the united efforts of those, in whose integrity, abi- 
lities, and constitutional principles, we have reason to confide, 
can alone rescue the country from its present distracted state,- 
do join in most humbly entreating his grace the duke of 
Portland, and the right honorable William Pitt, to communi- 
cate with each other, on the arduous situation of public affairs ; 
tnisting, that by a liberal and unreserved intercourse between 
them, every impediment may be removed to a cordial co-ope- 
ration of great and respectable characters, acting on the same 
public principles, and entitled to the support of independent 
and disinterested men." To this communication, Mr. Pitt 
replied, “ That he should be very happy to pay attention to the 
commands of so respectable a meeting, and co-operate with 
their wishes to form a stronger and more extended administra- 
tion, if the. same could be done -with principle and honor." 
And the duke of Portland replied, “ That he should think 
himself happy in obeying the commands of so respectable 
a meeting, but the greatest difficulty to him, and he imagined 
a still greater to Mr. Pitt, was, Mr. Pitt's being in office." 

The meetings were continued at the St. Alban's tavern,^ and 
several notes arid letters passed between Mr. Grosvenor and 
Mr. Pitt, and between Mr, Grosvenor and the duke of Port- 
land. Mr. Pitt at once declared, “ that there was no difficulty 
on his part, in the way of an immediate intercourse with the 
duke of Portland, on the subject of an union :" but the duke of 


CHAP. IV. 

1784. 




/ 


239 

attend a recommendation from any number of individuals, in 
their separate and private capacities. A motion to that eifect 
had been drawn up, which he had shewn to many gentlemen ; 
arid he was happy to rind, that there was not one who had seen 
it, who did not declare, that it gave him perfect satisfaction : 
he hoped,' therefore, that it would now meet with the concur- 
rence of the whole house. He concluded by moving, “That it is 
the opinion of this house, that the present arduous and critical 
situation of public affairs requires the exertions of a firm, 
efficient, extended, united, administration, entitled to the 
confidence of the people, and such as may have a tendency to 
put an end to the unfortunate divisions and distractions of the 
country.” After several members had spoken, j\Ir. Pox rose, 
and said, that he should, with the utmost readiness, give his 
support to the motion ; but his speech was little calculated to 
fonyard that union, which the resolution pronounced to be 
necessary in tlie present state of affairs. He represented the 
motion as implying a complete approbation of all those steps 
which the conduct of ministers had imposed on him and his 
friends, and which they would not depart frorri, till ministry set 
them an example, .by relinquishing their situations : he repro- 
bated' tho addresses which had been lately presented to the 
king, in favor of the present ministers, as not containing the 
real sentiments of the public; and asserted, in direct contra-' 
diction to the' language he held during lord North’s adminis- 
tration, that there was no other legal way of learning what the 
general voice was, but by the 'votesTn the house of commons : 
He • affirmed, that the mode by which Mr. Pitt came into 
office, was unconstitutional ; that his retaining, office contrary 
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Portland declined meeting j\fr. Pitt, while he continued in his 
^ ministerial capacity, notwithstanding the resolution of the 
house of commons of the I6'th instant. Mi\ Pitt refused to 
resign ; and each hrmly adhering to his delcrminalion, the 
gentlemen of the St. Alban's tavern had the mortification to. 
find, that so far from cliecting the desired junction, they could 
not even prevail upon the two leaders to have a personal inter- 
view. Unwilling, however, to abantlon their project, they had 
recourse to higher authority. On the 2d of February, they 
unanimously agreed, that tlieir chairman should that day move 
a resolution in the house of commons, relative to an union of 
parlies ; and accordingly, as soon as the house met, Mr. Gros- 
venor rose, and said, that as nothing could tend more efi’ectually 
to destroy the country than intestine divisions, so nothing could 
tend , more eticctually to retrieve the credit of the nation, and 
render it respectable in the eyes of Europe, and formidable to 
its enemies, than an \mion of all the able and great men in the 
kingdom j and a coalition on a broad basis of all the c^ontending 
parties, which at that moment divided the house. 'J'o efiectsuch 
an union, had been the object of many respectable country 
gentlemen, who wishing to avert the dangers, that might well 
be apprehended from the divisions, which had of late prevailed, 
had met several times, in order to devise means of bringing 
about so desirable an end. Several of them had separately 
recommended union in the house ; but the recommendation^ 
of. individuals had hitherto been without etfect. , It Avas the 
wish, therefore, of the gentlemen, to whom he had alluded,' 
that a resolution should be offered to the house, which, if 
adopted, Avould of course have that weight,' Avliich did not 
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attend a recommendation from any number of individuals, in chap. iv. 
‘their separate and private capacities. A' motion to that effect . . 

had been drawn up, which he had she^vn to many gentlemen'; 
arid he was happy to find, that there was not one Svho had' seen 
it, who did not declare, that it gave him perfect satisfaction : 
he hoped,' therefore, that it would now meet with the concur- 
rence of the whole house. He concluded by moving, “That it is 
the opinion of this house, that the present arduous and critical 
situation ' of public affairs requires the exertions of a firm, 
efficient, extended, united, administration, entitled to the 
confidence of the people, and such as may have a tendency to 
put an end to the unfortunate divisions and distractions of the 
country.” After several meriibers had spoken, Mr. Pox rose, 
arid said, that he should, with the utmost readiness, give . his 
support to the motion ; but his speech was little calculated to 
forward that union, which the resolution pronounced to' be 
necessary in the present state of affairs. He represented the 
'motion as implying a complete approbation of all those steps 
which the conduct of ministers had imposed on him and his 
friends, and which they would not depart froni, till ministry set 
them an example,, . by relinquishing their situations : he repro- 
bated' thri 'addi’esses which had been lately presented to the 
king, in favor of the present ministers, as not containing the 
real sentiments of the public; and asserted, in direct contfa- 
dictiori to the' language he held during lord North's adminis- 
tration, that there was no other legal way of learning what the 
general Voice was, but by the votes^ in the house of commons : 

He affirmed, that the mode by Svhich Mr. Pitt came into r 

office, was unconstitutional ; that his ' retaining, office contrary 
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to the sense of a majority of the house of commons, was 
also unconstitutional; that he was the creature and sup- 
porter of an influence unknown to the constitution; and 
that his conduct tended to put the crown in a situation of dic- 
tator to that house : he accused him of obstinacy, and of pre- 
fening his own understanding to the collected wisdom of the 
house ; as making a breach between the legislative and 
executive branches ; and as causing the king to squabble and 
conteUd with the house of commons, on whom he depended, 
from whom his supplies originated, and* without whom his 
prerogatives would be insignificant and useless. 

To these assertions and charges, Mr. Pitt, with great com- 
posure, replied, that he intended to agree with the right 
honorable gentleman over against him, in giving his hearty 
assent to the motion before the house; but it was rather 
a gloomy presage of that union so strongly recommended, that 
the very first time he happened to agree with him, it was upon 
grounds and for reasons the most opposite. He was, he said, 
induced to vote for the motion, because he did not think that 
it made the resignation of his majesty's present ministers by 
any means a necessary preliminary to a treaty for an union ; 
but on the contrary, that it saved the honor of the house, 
without exposing the country to the anarchy of being left 
without a government. He admitted, that in . the present 
critical situation of affairs, a firm, efficient, extended, and united 
administration, was absolutely necessary to the country — but 
then the union must be founded upon principle and upon 
honor; and any proposal for an union, inconsistent • in his 
judgment with principle and_with honor, he would most 
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certainly oppose. As to the sense of the people of England, 
with regard to the late proceedings in parliament, and change 
of ministers, it would not perhaps be decent for him to say 
so much as might be said upon that subject : but thus much 
he would venture to say, that he wa5 perfectly satisfied in, 
his own mind, that the sense of the people was in favor of 
the late change of ministers. With regard to a resignation 
before a treaty for an union should take place, he would 
repeat what he had often said before, that he foresaw the 
greatest evils to the nation, if his majesty's present ministers 
should give up their employments ; and he made no difficulty 
in declaring, -that neither his principles nor his feelings 
inclined him to resign under such circumstances ; but still so 
little was he attached to office, that if he should see a strong, 
and well-connected government ready to succeed him, he 
would cheerfully retire, without a wash to form a part of that 
government, or a regret at the loss of power. — How paltry 
then Avould it be in him to resign, for the sole purpose of 
treating about returning back to office ! The motion passed 
without a division. 

Mr. Coke, member for Norfolk, immediately rose, and after , 
a short speech, moved, “ That it is the opinion of this house, that' 
the continuance of the present ministers in their offices, is an, 
obstacle to the formation of such an administration as may 
enjoy the confidence of this house, and tend to put an end to 
the unfortunate divisions and distractions of the country." 
Mr. Dundas objected to this motion, principally upon two, 
grounds ; that it was contrary to the wishes of the people,. 
e:xpressed in their late addresses to the throne, and that it was 
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hostile to the sclieme of union, which it was the intention of 
the former motion to promote. Upon the first point, he said, 
that the present ministers, whom it was the object of the 
motion to remove, enjo3''ed the confidence of the public, in 
a niost honorable and eminent degree ; and upon the second, 
he expressed a hope, that, members, who had voted for the 
last motion, would see an obvious contradiction to it in the 
present — that thej’’ would consider the present motion as 
unfriendly to the principles of unanimity, and find it impossible 
to give it their concurrence. Mr. Fox replied to Mr. Dundas, 
in a speech of increased violence; In noticing whatMr. Dundas 
had said, relative to the popularity of the present adminis- 
tration, he said, “ I will not hesitate to affirm, that there is an 
intention in ministers to establish themselves on a foundation 
unfriendly to the constitutional privileges of this house. They 
court the affection of the people ; and on tins foundation they 
wish to support themselves, in opposition to the repeated 
resolutions of this house. Is not this declaring themselves 
independent of parliament? Is not this separating the house of 
commons from their constituents, annihilating our importance, 
and avowedly erecting a monarchy on the basis of . an affected 
popularity, independent of, and uncontrollable by, parliament? 
Such a scheme I can view under no other aspect than as 
a system of the basest tyranny, and calculated to accomplish 
the ruin of the liberties of the country. Such a system of 
despotism is indeed the most likely to originate in men, who 
carry on their schemes by the machinations of dark intrigue, 
of men who have stabbed the constitution, by means of secret 
influence in one department of government, and are now 
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prepared to perpetrate similar assassinations, b}*- methods of 
the basest corruption in anotlier, I hope, however, that 
members will attend to these designs of ministers, masked 
under the most dangerous and imposing appearances, and that 
they will rescue the country from the hands of those, who are 
only distinguished by the dirtiness of their political intrigue, 
and their violations of the privileges of this house. I hope that 
such ministers will finally see the danger of their situation, and 
that this house will no longer suller itself to be insulted by its 
own moderation.” He called upon ministers to descend from 
their situation, to resign tlieir offices, and to cease any longer to 
defy the maxims of their ancestors, and to resist the authority 
of that house ; and he intimated, in the language of threat, 
that “though he and his friends ought to pause with deli- 
beration over every step of their procedure, j^t, if ministers 
persevered in retaining their offices, it would be necessary 
to adopt measures with proper solemnity, which must finally 
restore the insulted honor of the house.” Towards the end of 
his speech he again -asserted, that Mr. Pitt had sought power 
through the means of base corruption and dark intrigue, and 
that he had “ prostituted himself into the character of a mean 
tool of secret influence and he concluded with these words, 
“ I call, therefore, on country gentlemen to stand aloof from 
a ministry, who have established themselves in power by means 
so unconstitutional and destructive.” 

Mr. Powys followed Mr. Fox, and declared, that though he 
had done every thing in his ,power to prevent the passing of 
the late resolutions against ministers ; that though those reso- 
lutions were, in his opinion, hastily proposed, grounded on 
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«luulj{ful and unantlu’nticaU'il prvnn’.^t'H, and lioldinu out unfair 
cuncUidon't ; and ihiiUtili Jut ihuu^itL it Ir.'.rd In cniuleum 
a iuini.* 4 t'r mUriftK and tluuiuh lu; approvx’d of the few 
ineaNUrth nf Mr. Pill's uovriununU and, in t*nc in.slaiicc*. 
Ids i’uuducl nnbU*, <li;dutcrt-.slfd, aiul utnmiiu: *•, vt*t, 
ntil\vithstandin<4 llu' liiiih npiuinii he entertained of lii.s abililiu:i 
aiul inlr‘4rity, and the meat respeet he had ftn- him personally, 
Vet lie .shi>uld vote for jlic pre-^ent nmtion, sUiilc the former 
xeMriulious remained upon liie journajs. At the same time, ho 
owned llie iletieuey i>f Mr. I'itl ' situati«m, wlm certainly hud 
a riyht U> vindicate hi'T lumor : and lie rlirl not wi.ih to .see him 
t[uil the fur(r«'ss. in uhieh he was al present, and come with 
a servile hnmililv, l<> deliver the keVs of il to its hesieecr. 

« • i-Tv 

d’hc ri^lit Imnorahle mmtleman couhi mU be espected to agree 
to mareh out with a halter about his neek ; he desired not that 
lie should uiuleruo any ilisgraee ; he had not de.servotl il. 
Mr. I’owys, reluctant, probaldy, to vole against Mr. l*ilt,al]u.st 
said, that if .Mr. Pitt would move the jireviou.s ipiesliou upon 
the present resolution, for llie jrurjiose of re-comsidering and 
rtiscinding llie. former resolutions, he wtiuld vote with him ; if 
not, thinking as he did, that those resolutions and the present 
administration ought not to exist together, much us his opinion 
^Yas adverse to llie resolutions, and sincere a.s the pains ha<l 
been which he had taken to prevent their passing, he should 
think that the house could not negative the present motion. 

Mr. Pitt disdained to have recourse to the previous question, 
for tlie sake of gaining the vote of Mr. Powys. It was more 
-suitable to his open and manly disposition to meet the question 

Mr Powys ullmkd to Mr. Pitt’s duposal of tlic clerkship of tire pells. 
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fully and fairly ; and diereforc he immediately rose, and told chap. tv. 
Mr. Powys, that ho declined moving the previous question, as he . ^784- 
thought himself bound to give his direct negative to the present 
motion. He said, however, that he did not compreliend, how 
any person, who disapproved the former resolutions, could 
consistently support the present, which rested on the same 
principles, and was a natural consequence of them. He then 
adverted to the warm language which IMr. Pox had used, and 
said, that he had himself, during the whole series of the late 
extraordinary debates, in which, resolutions personal to himself 
were moved, endeavored to avoid being caught by tlie violence 
of the proceedings, and had preserved as calm and governed 
a temper as the nature of the case would admit of. Had he 
been less guarded, tlie circumstances which had occurred, 
would have justified him. The house had been carried step 
by step, as it were, from one resolution to another, Avilliout 
a fair discussion of any one of llicm, on its own proper merits. 

The first resolution, the house would recollect, had been passed 
at the unusual hour of six in the morning, and with little or no 
debate. The second, in a manner, grew out of the first ; and 
that was immediately followed by a third, which Mr. Pox had 
desired the house to consider as a corollary to the preceding ; 
and that as such, having voted the former resolutions, they 
were bound to vote that as matter of course. Thus artfully 
had the house been kept from examining any one of the various 
-questions, which had been brought forward singly, and 'had 
been insidiously led on from one to anotlier,. without knowing 
whither they were to be carried, or at what degree of violence 
they were to be permitted to stop. He begged them, however, 
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to consider the present question as it really was,’ and to ask 
^ themselves, if it was at all likely to further the purpose of the 
motion, which had been voted that day. For his part, so far 
from its- having such tendency, he could consider it no other- 
wise than as an effectual bar to the union so much desired by 
the respectable and independent gentlemen, who had called for 
such a measure, and had exerted themselves in so laudable 
a manner to bring it about. The honorable' gentleman who 
spoke last, had talked of the fortress in which he (Mr. Pitt) 
was situated, and had declared, that he did not wish him to 
march out of it, with a halter round his neck. The only fortress 
he knew of, or ever desired to have a^'share in defending, was 
the fortress of the constitution. For that he would resist 
every attack, and every attempt to seduce him out of it, that 
could be made. "With what regard to personal honor or public 
principle, could it be expected that he should consent to 
march out of it, with a halter about his neck, change his 
armour, and meanly beg to be re-admitted, and considered as 
a volunteer in the army of the enemy ? To put himself into 
such a predicament, and to trust to the foe to loosen and take 
from his neck the halter, which he was expected to march out 
with, was : a degree of humiliation to which he would never 
condescend ; and he spoke not merely for himself, but for 
much greater men -with whom he acted, and whose sentiments 
upon the subject, he was persuaded he delivered distinctly. 
After speaking upon this point, in a style of spirited elo- 
quence, he said, wishing as he did to meet the desires of the 
respectable and independent gentlemen, by acceding to an 
union upon principle, he had done every thing in his power 
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to fiicililule sucli a measure ; that the sacrifice of the senti- 
ments of men of honor, was no light matter ; and when it was 
considered Iiow much was to be giv'en up, in order to open 
n negotiation for an union — when it was considered what 
insultiini attacks had been made, and what clamors had been 
excited, he conceived some regard ought to be paid to his being 
willing to comply with the wishes of the respectable individuals, 
who had called for an union of parties. To accomplish that 
object, was a matter greatly to be desired ; and for that, and 
for that alone, was he ready to encounter the disagreeableness, 
which, after what had passed, must necessarily be supposed 
to be felt by him in acceding to the proposition. With regard, 
however, to the resignation of ministers, he must repeat, that 
he 'Saw no reason for it. If that house insisted upon their 
going out, there were two constitutional means open to them; 
either to proceed by impeachment against them for their 
crimes, if they had committed any, or, by an immediate address 
to the crown, to desire their removal. The removal of minis- 
ters laj'' with the crown, and not with the house : their 
remaining in oflice, therefore, with a view to keep the country 
free from anarchy and confusion, and to prevent the govern- 
ment from falling a prey to that administration which had 
been removed, and who were ready to force themselves upon 
the -sovereign against his will, was neither illegal nor uncon- 
stitutional ; there being no law, or any principle of the 
constitution, which required ministers to resign, because. they 
had not the support of that house. Mr. Pitt enlarged upon 
these ideas for some time, and when he sat down, the house 
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vfiM'.tv. divided upon the question, ^vl^icll was carried by a majority 
. of e*25 to 204. 

^Vhbever considers the nature of this motion, and the intem- 
perate and. odensive language witU which it was supported, 
must be convinced, that Mr. Fox and lii.s friends liad, at this 
moment, no veal desire to unite with Mr. Pitt. They trusted to 
their majority *, and knowing that a dissolution could not take 
place for several weeks, us there did not now remain time for 
a new parliament to meet, and pass a mutiny bill, before the 
Golii of March, they coiiddcnlly expected, that by harassing 
IMr. Pitt with hostile motions, they should compel him to re- 
sign, without condition or compromise, and reinstate them- 
selves in the full and undivided possession of power. Having, 
however, found that he paid no regard to the resolutions of the 
house, while tliey merely remained upon the journals, they 
determined to go one step further. 

On the 3d, ]\[r. Coke expressed his concern, that ministers 
had not yet resigned ; and after desiring that the two resolutions, 
which hud passed the preceding evening, might be read, he 
moved, That the said resolutions be humbl}* laid before his 
majesty, by such members of this house, as are of his most 
honorable privy council.*' — ^'I'his motion pi'oduced a debate, 
in which neither IMr. Pitt, lord North, nor IMr. Fox, took any 
• part, except that Mr. Fox said a few words upon a point of 
order ; but several members spoke ^\ith great warmth, on both 
sides. Mr. Wilberforce, in objecting to the motion, said, that 
the house of commons had no right to interfere with the execiiT 
tive power in the appointment or dismissal of ministers ; and 
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tliat he had not approved of the conduct of the opposite side 
of the house, from the beginning : it had been divided into 
parts, Avilh an intention sccrellj'^ and blindl}' to commit the 
house, and to carry it on from measure to measure ; because 
the leaders well knew, that it was only by those means that it 
could have been brought to its present violent proceedings. It 
was averred, tlrat ministers had come into ollicc by unconstitu- 
tional means ; and he wished to inquire into the truth of that 
assertion. What were the circum.slnnc.es I A noble person 
was said to have given advice to his sovereign, on a bill passing 
through the upper house. This advice he gave, without going 
in tlie dark, without taking any secret midnight opportunity 
of gaining the royal ear. He had done it publicly, and 
therefore, in liis mind, fairl5% There was nothing unconstitu- 
tional in this : for it was a matter perfectly understood, that 
his majesty had, by the constitution, a number of hereditary 
counsellors, besides the particular persons, who were for the 
time being his confidential servants. And then, adverting to 
the charge, that the royal word had been made use of to inllu- 
ence the votes of the bedchamber lords, he asked, "What had 
this to do wth the appointment of tlic present ministers? If 
the East India bill had passed the house of lords, with as great 
a majority as it did the house of commons, still he should have 
thanked the crown for dismissing the late ministers. They 
had, in his miiid, shewn themselves unworthy the confidence 
of the country ; and his majesty was entitled to the gratitude 
of his people, for dismissing a set of ministers, capable of 
bringing into parliament such a bill. In the course of his 
speech, Mr. Wilberforce said, that Mr. Eox, by his coalition 
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with lord North, “ had lost all confidence, all political reputa- 
, tion, all popularity/' — At the end of the debate, . Mr. Po'wys 
said, that though he should vote for the motion,, he did not 
hesitate to pronounce Mr. Pitt the first political character in 
the country ; but he was not greater than the constitution. The 
house of commons had voted, that he ought not to remain in 
office ; and the constitution required, that he should comply 
with the resolution of that house. He added, that Mr. Pitt 
had hard measures dealt out to him, but he could not help it ; 
the house of commons must judge for itself. A division took 
place, and the question was carried by a majority of 24, the 
numbers being 211 and 187. Upon Mr. Fox's motion, the 
committee on the state of the nation was then postponed to 
Monday, to give time for knowing what effect this communica- 
tion to his majesty would produce ; and the house adjourned 
to Thursday. 

It is necessary now to refer to some proceedings in the house 
of lords. Soon after the Christmas recess, the earl of Effing- 
ham called the attention of that house to the resolution of the 
house of commons on the 24th of December, by which it was 
declared, as we have seen, that the lords of the treasury ought 
not to consent, that the East India company should accept 
certain bills drawn from India, which they were authorized by 
act of parliament to empower the company to accept. He 
contended, therefore, that the effect of this resolution was, to 
supersede the operation of an act of parliament, which no one 
branch of the legislature had a right to do ; such an assump- 
tion of power might lead to the most mischievous conse- 
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quences. He also expressed his disapprobation of the chai*. iv. 
resolution of the house of commons, on the l6’th of January, . . 

relative to the appointment of the present ministers, and their 
continuance in oflice, contrary, as was alleged, to the principles 
of the constitution. On the 4th of February, his lordship 
brought forward two motions in the house, one upon each of 
these subjects: The first motion was, “ That an attempt in any 
one branch of the legislature, to suspend the execution of law, 
by separately assuming to itself the direction of a discretionary 
power, which by an act of parliament is vested in any body of 
men, to be exercised as they shall judge expedient, is uncon- 
stitutional.” The second motion was, “ That, according to the 
known principles of this excellent constitution, the undoubted 
authoritj'- of appointing to the great offices of the executive 
government, is solely vested in his majesty ; and that this house 
has every reason to place the firmest reliance in his majesty's 
wisdom, in the exercise of this prerogative.” These two 
motions gave rise to a long and animated debate, in which all 
the leading persons of both parties spoke. With respect to the 
first motion, the lord chancellor asserted, that the house of 
commons had no right to issue any order to the lords of the 
treasury, relative to the exercise of a power entrusted to them by 
act of parliament ; and declared, that if he had been a lord of 
the treasury, he would have disobeyed it, upon this plain prin- 
ciple, that nothing short of an act of parliament, passed by the 
three estates of the realm, can suspend any part of the statute 
or of the common law of England. A division took place upon 
the first motion, which was carried by a majority of 47, the 
numbers being lOO, and 53. The second motion passed 
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. witliout a division. Lord Effingham, afterwards, on the same 
dajr, moved an address to the king, founded upon the second 
resolution, which was agreed to without a division. The 
address was as follows : . 

“ We, your majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
lords spiritual and temporal, in parliament assembled, acknow- 
ledge, with great satisfaction, the wisdom of our happy 
constitution, which places in your majesty’s hands the un- 
-doubted authority of appointing to all the great offices of 
executive government. We have the firmest reliance in your 
majesty’s known wisdom and paternal goodness, that you will 
be anxious to call into, and continue in, your service, men 
the most deserving of the confidence of your parliament, and 
-the public in general. In this confidence, we beg leave to 
lapprqach your majesty, with our most earnest assurances, that 
we will, on all occasions, support your majesty in the just 
^exercise of those prerogatives, which the wisdom of the law 
Las entrusted to your, majesty, for the presffi’vation of our lives 
^nd properties, and upon the due and uninterrupted exercise 
.of which must depend the blessings which your people derive 
'from the best of all forms of government.” . 

This address .was presented by the house, to his majesty, on 
..the next day ; and he returned the following answer,: 

: “ I thank you for this dutiful and loyal address; and 
;I desire you .will rest assured, that I have no object in the 
.choice of ministers, but to call, into my service men the most 
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cleserviug of the coiifidence of ni}'- parliament,' and of the. 
public in general. I cannot too often repeat my assurances, 
that my constant study, in the exercise of every prerogative 
entrusted to me by the constitution, is, to employ it for the 
welfare of my people.” 

The king, in writing to j\Ir. Pitt on the da}'’ this address 
was expected to be moved in the house of lords, expressed 
himself in this manner, after lamenting the length to which 
the house of commons had gone : — “ I trust the house of lords' 
will this day feel, that the hour is come, for which the wisdom- 
of our ancestors established that respectable corps in the state, 
to prevent either the cro^vn or the commons from encroaching 
on the rights of each other. Indeed, should not the lords 
stand boldly forth, this constitution must soon be changed ; 
for, if tlie two only remaining privileges of the crown are 
infringed, that of negativing bills which have passed both 
houses of parliament, and that of naming the ministers to be 
employed, I cannot but feel, us far as regards my person, that 
I can be no longer of utilit}'- to this country, nor can .with 
honor continue in this island.” Prom this extract, coupled 
with the conclusion of his former letter, as well as from other 
authorities, it is evident, that the king had, at this time, serious 
intentions of retiring to Hanover, in case Mr, Pox and his 
party should prevail. 

No other debate took place in the house of lords, during 
this long contest. It was thought right, that the house of 
lords should make a declaration of their sentiments, upon the 
power assumed by the Iiouse of corhmons, and upon the great 
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cuAp. tv; lengtli, and mth his usual warmth, although the, motion was 

„ . not opposed. In the course of his speech he said, that he had 

long suspected, and the history of the last three weeks com 
fnmed his suspicions, that there was a plan in this country; 
a conspiracy, to sink the importance of the house of commons, 
and vilify them to their constituents, and to the world. There 
was a settled design somewhere, to render the commons subser- 
vient to the will of the crown, and, consequently, useless to the 
constitution. He remarked, that it was the constant practice 
of ministers, when they found themselves supported by the- 
house of commons, to exaggerate its power, and its conse- 
quence ; but when the house happened to be in opposition to 
ministers, then it was cried down, then the prerogative of the 
crown was mentioned in lofty strains ; and the lords were called 
.upon to vindicate their right, which they were prompted to 
believe was invaded by the exercise of the most constitutional 
powers of the house of commons. Thus, praised when they 
'supported ministers, vilified and traduced when they opposed 
them, the commons must at last be rendered contemptible in 
the eyes of the public, and unfit for any one of the purposes, 
for which they formed a branch of the legislature. To render 
the house of commons contemptible, and consequently use^ 
less, was the obvious wish and object of those who had entered 
.into the conspiracy against it. The life of the house of com- 
mons was aimed at : of this he declared, upon his honor, he 
entertained not a doubt; and when he spoke of the house of 
commons, he did not mean the house then sitting, but the 
house of commons in an abstract sense, as forming one of the 
three gi:eat, branches of the legislature. If this was not the 
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design of the conspirators, would the world have seen that ‘'■hap- iv. 
phenomenon in this country, a minister insulting the house of . . 

commons, b}’’ daily appearing on the treasury bench as a mi- 
nister, after the house of commons had declared, they could 
place no confidence in him ; and after they had laid before his 
majesty their resolutions, by way of advice to the crown, to 
remove him and liis colleagues? And would the house of 
lords have been called upon, to enter into resolutions against 
the house of commons, if there had not been a settled design 
to insult and trample upon them? Was it not known, that in 
his majesty's cabinet there were not wanting those, who were 
not the warmest friends to the constitution, in its present form ? 

Was it not known, that there were, in high legal situations * in 
this countr}'-, persons, who held, and avowed in public, prin- 
ciples the most abhorrent to the constitution ? Could, then, the 
house rest at ease under these circumstances ? 

To this part of Mr. Fox's speech, Mr. Pitt replied, “ Equally 
well founded were the two assertions, that there was a con- 
spiracy to destroy the house of commons, and that there were 
in his majesty’s council some persons, he knew not how many 
exceptions the right honorable gentleman might make, who 
were hostile to the present constitution. There might possibly 
be persons so credulous as to believe these idle and absurd 
assertions, and to such persons it would be in vain to say any 
thing. The right honorable gentleman, however, had gone so 
far as to point out a learned lord, high in a legal office, as 
a person, who holds in public, principles the most opposite to 
the constitution. He wished the right honorable gentleman 

* Lord Thurlow, lord chancellor, was the person to whom Mr. Fox alluded. 
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was less fond of general insinuation, and that he would be 
^ pleased to state distinctly some of the expressions of that noble' 
Ibrd, on which he might be tried,. on which he might defend' 
himself. - Until the right honorable :gentleman should produce' 
some specific charge, he should not attempt to defend a cha- 
racter, which stood equally above censure and panegyric/^ 
.Mri Dundas- reminded Mr. Fox, that not long, since he had' 
formed part of an administration with that learned lord, of 
whoni he how thought so ; ill, and that he used to call him 
“ a very manly man."^ : Mri Fox confessed, that he did not 
always remember his own expressions, and that he might have 
called the learned, lord by that name. He concluded by 
saying, with a liberality which often broke forth in the. midst 
of his greatest i warmth, that he did .the right honorable 
gentleman, •' at the: head of the treasury, the justice to. say, that 
he did not believe him to.be one of. those,’ who aimed at the 
life of the house of commons.^^ 

Lord Beauchamp's motiori having passed unanimously, the 
committee’ appointed to inspect the journals of the house of 
lords, presented their report on the ,6th ; and oh the pth, lord 
Beauchamp, for ithe purpose mf evincing, thatrthe rhouse of 
commons had, in the case in question, acted agreeably ' to' its 
practice on' subjects of a similar nature, . moved, “ That 
a committee be appointed to. examine into the usage of either 
house of parliament, to interpose, touching the exercise hr 
non-exercise of discretionary powers, vested in the servants 
of the crown, or in any body of men, for public purposes, and 
to report the same .to, the house." This motion passed without 
any observation. . . : 
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The order of the day, for going into a committee on the 
state of'the nation, being then: called for, governor Johnstone , 
rose, and desired, that Mr. Fox would produce his India bill, 
which some time since he had declared to be , ready ; and 
asseftedy that his not bringing it forward was the cause of the 
stagnaition of public business. . Mr. Fox, aware that his, India 
bill, if introduced a second time, would not . be. supported by 
the same majority in the house of commons. . as before, and 
that it would unquestionably be rejected again by the house of 
lords, replied, that his bill was not ready, and avowed, his 
opinion, that it ought not to be introduced in the present 
unsettled state of political affairs. He denied, that he was the 
cause of the stagnation of public business, which, he said, was 
to be attributed to “ the obstinacy of a desperate, set . of 
men, who persisted in the retention of. their offices, notwithr 
standing the house had declared, that they did not possess its 
confidence.’^ He then stated, that as the king had signified 
his most gracious intention to take into consideration the 
resolutions of the house of commons,, lately communicated to 
him, he wished the house to wave; all farther proceedings, till 
the effect of its former resolutions upon the royal mind should 
be fully known; and therefore he proposed,, that the order. of 
the day, for going into a committee . upon the state , of, the 
nation, should be postponed to Friday next. . This. .motion, 
after a conversation relative to some of the addresses lately 
presented to the king, and to Mr, Fox’s dnconsirtency in main- 
taining opposite doctrines in the- years 1780 and 1784, in 
which Mr. Pitt took no part, passed unanimously, and the house 
adjourned to the following day. ' . 
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It was mentioned in the account of the parliamentary pro- 
ceedings of last year, that Mr. Pitt gave a decided and effectual 
support to the receipt tax, an unpopular measure of the then 
administration. In the present session, lord John Cavendish, 
while chancellor of the exchequer, had introduced a bill. to. 
enforce and render that tax more productive ; but it had made 
very little progress, when he quitted office. Though Mr. Fox 
and his party now wished to stop all other public business, 
they determined to push forward this bill, hoping, that if 
Mr. Pitt supported it, he would make himself unpopular ; or, if 
he opposed it, that he would incur the imputation of incon- 
sistency. Accordingly, on the 10th of February, a motion was 
made, that the bill should be committed. Mr. Pitt declared, 
that he should vote for the motion ; and announced his intention 
of delivering his farther sentiments upon the subject, in the 
committee, which, it was agreed, should take place on the 
following Thursday. 

This point being settled, Mr. Pitt moved, that the report 
from the committee upon the ordnance estimates, should be 
brought up. Mr. Fox said, that if it were intended, that the report 
should be then brought up, and that it should be considered 
on some future day, he should not oppose the motion; but if 
it were intended to take the estimates into consideration 
immediately, he should oppose the motion, because, he did not 
think it proper to vote supplies, until it should: be known what 
answer his majesty would give, or whether he would give any 
at all, to the resolutions which had been; comnilinicated to 
him. When some information on that head should have been 
o-iven, then it would be for the house to. consider, what measures 



261 


ought to be adopted ; but to give the sanction of the house to 
the resolutions of the committee of supply on the ordnance 
estimates, under present circumstances, would be to carry on 
the most important business, and to execute the highest, and 
now the only undisputed, privilege of the house of commons, 
(how long it might remain so, he could not tell,) that of voting 
money, while there was, in reality, no government in the 
country; or, which might be. deemed worse, a, government 
existing in defiance of that house. He understood, that there 
was an intention to. re-commit the report ; to this he had no 
objection; but he hoped, that no motion would be made for 
taking the report'into consideration, before Friday. , 

Mr. Pitt replied, that though a formal answer was not to. be 
expected from his majesty, in consequence of the commu- 
nication lately, made to the throne, as in case of an address, 
still no doubt it was necessary, that by some means or other, 
the house should be informed what line of conduct his majesty 
intended to pursue ; and, certainly, such information would. be 
given. Respecting the report from the committee on the 
estimates, he observed, that the house was not then full enough 
to debate so serious a question, as whether the supply should 
be stopped. He would, therefore, after the report should be 
received, move, that it be re-committed to-morrow; and the 
house might receive the report on Thursday. Mr. Fox. said, 
that “ if by stopping the supply, the right honorable gentleman 
meant refusing the supply,, he would tell him, that nothing. was 
farther from, his intention; but if by stopping, he, meant sus- 
pending, he would tell. him, , that be thought the house ought 
to suspend it, until, his majesty's intentions should.be known. 
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Lord Beaucluimp objected to the proposed arrangement for 
^ the ordnance estimates, because his motion stood for to-morrow; 
but, after a tedious conversation, it was agreed, that the 
ordnance estimates should be re-coramitted to-morrow, and that 
lord Beauchamp should make his motion on Thursday. 

As soon as the house met on the next day, Mr. Eden referred 
to the report from the committee appointed to take into con- 
sideration the frauds upon the revenue, and, after a short 
speech, in which he complained of the present state of public 
aftairs, and said, as he had done upon a former occasion, that 
the country had onl}'' a nominal ministry, he moved, “ That 
this house doth agree with the committee in the said resolution, 
that it appears that the illicit practices used in defrauding the 
revenue, have increased in a most alarming degree ; that those 
practices are carried on upon the coasts, and in other parts of 
this kingdom, with a violence, and with outrages, which not 
only threaten the destruction of the revenue, but are highly 
injurious to regular commerce and fair trade, very pernicious 
to the manners and morals of the people, and an interruption 
to all good government; that the more secret and illicit prac- 
tices in , the internal excise of this kingdom, have also greatly 
increased; that the public revenue is defrauded to an extent 
oT not less than- two millions per annmn; and that these enor- 
mities and great national losses, well deserve, the eaa'liest and 
most serious attention of ■ parliament.” To this motion, which 
was probably brought foiward for the purpose of shewing that 
the state of the revenue required a settled administration, 
Mr. Pitt gave his consent, at the same time expressing his 
conviction, that nothing but very strong measures could put 
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a stop to the fraudulent practices, which had now risen to so chap. iv. 
formidable and mischievous a height * and declaring, that it . 
would be the duty, of the house to take this important subject 
into their most serious consideration, as soon as circumstances 
would permit. • . ' ' . , 

Mr. Hussey, who had been a member of the committee, then 
rose, and urged’ the enormous and increasing frauds upon 
the public revenue, as one reason ’for immediately forming an 
efficient and united administration, which might correct the 
alarming evil. He hoped that Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox would 
make concessions not only to each other, biit to the exigencies 
of their country, which, while they were contending, felt the 
consequences to its vitals.. He lamented, that the endeavors 
of the. gentlemen, who met at the St. Albums tavern, for the 
purpose of effecting this ’ desirable object, had hitherto been 
unsuccessful ; and he called upon Mr. Marsham, who had 
taken the chair, in consequence- of Mr. .Grosvenor's indisposir 
tion, to read a: resolution, which had lately, passed at - their 
meetingj and which, he thought, deserved the serious attention 
of the house.- Mr. Marsham expressed himself willing to com- 
ply with Mr.Hussey^s request, though he did not feel it to be 
a pleasant ■ thing to be called upon in so marked a manner, to 
rise in the house. Pie said, that an union of all the: virtues and 
abilities, which the country possessed, was: the cordial and una- 
nimous; wish of the gentlemen who met at the St. Alban's tavern, 
and that to. this object all- their exertions were directed. After 
expatiating upon the. abilities - of Mr.' Pitt and Mr. Fox, and 
dwelling upon the importance of their cordially uniting in go'-’ 
vernment, he informed the house, that the resolution alluded 
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himself, and to act upon the same truly glorious, truly patriotic, chap; iv.; 
and truly constitutional grounds. After this candid and con- . . 

ciliatory language, which it ' would be difficult to reconcile 
with what Mr. Fox said upon other occasions, he proceeded to 
state, that as on this subject, however, he wished to: conceal 
nothing, lie would say, that the. only suspicion in his. mindj 
arid which origiriated in the mode'by which Mr. Pitt obtained 
arid kept possession of power, was, that he eritertained an opir 
hion, that the crown might appoint a miriistryj arid persist in 
supporting thein, who had riot the confiderice of the house of 
commons. He wished he might firid the suspicion ill-fourided, 
but he dreaded to find it true ; for then an union on such 
a principle was impossible; He said, that he did not well un- 
derstand where the difference between himself and Mr. Pitt 
coiildlie; and he thouglitj that in consequerice of the.'plan 
which he had in contemplatiori, the principal objections to his 
India bill, on the ground of patronage, might be removed; but 
if any discordance of opinion ' should still continue on that 
head, he saw no impropriety in submitting even that to the ' 
discussiori and judgment of parliament. The only obstacle, 
then, wliich rerriained, was the preserit situation of Mr. Pitt and 
his party. He assured the house, as a'man of /honor, that he 
saw no other ’hindrance to the union which had been urged, 
than 'that, now stated, which, being removed, he arid Mr. Pitt 
iriight co-operate cordially; and the only struggle betweeri 
therii Syould be, an honorable emulation, which should do. his 
country the . most essential service. But he declared, ; that < he 
would never treat with men, while , they refused to treat on 
constitutional grounds; that he meant 'only to support the 
von. I. M M 
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CHAP. IV. cdnstitutiorial consequence of the representatives Of the people 
. . of England; and that a negotiation which admitted a prece- 

dent, so: destructive of .it, was inconsistent with his personal 
honor, and with his duty to his country. 

Mr. Pitt followed Mr. Pox ; and in the course of his speech, 
declared, as to union, it was not possible that any rban should 
wish for it more sincerely than he did, provided it could be 
effected upon principle and with, honor. The right honorable 
gentleman, he said, had been pleased to mention a subject, in 
the beginning of his speech, which, in his opinion, ought to 
be the last consideration, if an union, upon principle, could 
be obtained, and that was, the consideration of personal ar- 
rangements. These were not to be thought of as a matter, 
respecting which there either could, of ought to, be any difh- 
cuity: He said, he had no right to expect the right honorable 
gentleman to abandon his friends, or to desert his connexions. 
He certainly had no such right ; and yet, upon an occasion 
like the present, he should neither do justice to himself, nor 
act fairly- by the right honorable gentleman, if he did not 
speak without reserve. With regard to animosity, undoubtedly 
he entertained none against any man breathing ; it was not, 
therefore, from animosity, or any personal pique, that he said, 
there might be persons, whose private character he respected, 
and whose abilities were eminent, with, whom he could not 
possibly, upon public, grounds, bring himself to act, or to sit 
in the same cabinet If such persons there were,' and they. 

■ would, consent to sacrifice their -views, and to remove but of 
the way of union, they would do themselves honor, and deserve 
... - ■ Mr. Pitt alluded to lord. North. 
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the tlumks of their coimlry. The right honorable gentleman 
ha5 said, an union might lake place, in which one minister 
might look to the right for coniklence and support, and ano- 
ther to the left ; but he thought ;i minister ought to look to 
both : he ought to look for the confidence of his sovereign, 
and for the confidence of that house — he would go farther ; 
he ought to look for the confidence of the liouse of lords, and 
of the people. He had said to the house before, and he would 
repeat it, that there was no law of this kingdom, which made 
it criminal in him to remain in office, notwithstanding a reso- 
lution of the house of commons. He would, however, admit, 
that the confidence of that house was so far necessary, that no 
administi'atiou could last, which did not possess it. With 
respect to the resignation looked for by the right honorable 
gentleman, as a preliminary to a treaty, he did not hesitate to 
say, that he and his colleagues were ready to resign, the 
moment there should bo a prospect of an administration being 
formed, by whom the country might be effectually sensed. 
But when he considered the duty he owed to his sovereign and 
to the people, he could not reconcile it either to that duty, or 
to his ow'ii honor, to resign sooner. With respect to the India 
bill, there were points, which he had hitherto maintained, and 
from which he felt not the least disposition to recede ; and if 
the part he had taken in coming into oflice had produced no 
other good than that of defeating a measure, which threatened 
ruin to the constitution .of the country, he should ever think 
that he had done a meritorious service. If such alterations 
should be made by the right honorable gentleman, as would 
remove the grounds of his apprehensions for the constitution, 
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CHAP. IV. he should find great, consolation even in this,. tliough other parts 
, • ^ ■ should remain in';tbe bill, to which his objections were as strong 

as "ever. ’ . . 

Lord North -immediately said, .'.it was impossible for him 
. not to perceive, that .Mr. Pitt alluded to him as the person 
• with whom he. could not act ; and, .though, evidently hurt -by 
this exclusion, -he declare, in a. manly. and dignified. manner, 
that he. would not be an obstacle to the formation, of that stable, 
- extended, • and united administration, .which . the. present. dis- 
tracted ; state of the.. country required. : Several members 
returned thanks to lord North for. his publicr spirited. conduct j 
and, after this long .digression, Mr. Eden's .motion .passed 
unanimously. , The house then resolved itself into a , committee 
of. supply and after a tedious . conversation, ; relating .. prin- 
. cipally to the expediency .of building fortifications for. the 
protection of our dock yards, the .. ordnance estimates were 
voted without a division ; and it .was agreed, that the report 
should be received on Eriday. 

, ..On the following day, lord John Cavendish moved,, that the 
house should resolve itself into a committee on the receipt tax 
act, and:, a. division took place, upon the question, for the 
speaker's leaving the chair, which .was carried ..by 162 .to ,33 ; 
Mr. Pitt voting in the majority, and thus declaring his approba- 
tion. of. the principle of the bill.. . Several amendments were pro- 
posed, to which, he gave his assent,, and they were adopted. 

The .house being resumed, lord Beauchamp made a report 
from the committee, to whom it had been referred to examine 
the journals, and search.'for precedents, relative to instructions , 
giyen.by that house, to persons vested ; with, a discretionary 
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power, touching the exercise or non-exercise of that discretion. 
The report contained a great niunber of precedents ; and as 
soon as it was read b}'- the clerk, iMr. Dundas observed, that it 
was impossible, at that moment, to determine how many of the 
precedents applied to the case in (luestion, and that some delay 
was necessary, to allow gentlemen time to look into the liislory 
of the transactions, on whicli the precedents were founded : 
he therefore moved, that the report should be printed, which 
motion passed without a division ; and it was agreed, tliat 
the report should be taken into consideration on the .A.Ionday 
following. 

On that day, lord Beauchamp, after expatiating upon the 
precedents referred to in the report, moved six resolutions, in 
which it was asserted, that the house of commons had not 
assumed to itself any right to suspend the execution of law ; 
that the resolution of llic 24th of December, relative to the 
acceptance of bills from India, was conformable to the prin- 
ciples of the constitution — agreeable to the usage of par- 
liament in such cases — founded in a sense of duty towards the 
people of the kingdom — dictated by a becoming anxiety for 
the preservation of the revenue and the support of public 
credit — and called for by the unsettled and embarrassed state 
of the East India company ; and that the house of commons 
would persevere in maintaining its own privileges, Avithout 
encroachino; on those of either of the other branches of the 
legislature. In the course of the debate which followed, 
Mr Pitt, in replying to Mr. Eox, noticed the strong terms of 
asperity and indignation in Avhich ho had condemned the con- 
duct of the house of lords ; and accused him of endeavoring 
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to make a breach between the two 'houses of parliament: he 
disapproved of the resolution of the 24th of December ; but 
as there was some ambiguity in its meaning,, he thought, that 
in the present state of things, it would be best to move the 
previous question ) the matter, he said, would then stand 
thus ; — ^the house, though they had passed the resolution, now 
felt a conviction of its impropriety, and, without entering into 
any explanation of their conduct, confessed its inconsiderate 
tendency, by refusing to take notice of the censure they had 
received. This was the moderate way of proceeding, and this 
was the mode which he preferred, as he did not wish to imitate 
the light honorable gentleman, all whose professions were for 
peace, temper, and moderation, but whose measures were 
for the reverse. The right honorable, gentleman was for ever 
talking about the moderation of his conduct, and for ever 
charging him, and his friends, with all the heat and intem- 
perance which occurred in that house ; and yet, though this 
was his constant language, it was never his practice. Mr. Pitt 
declared himself to be a friend of order and concord. The 
great desire and object of his heart was unanimity, if it could 
be procured on public principles, and on grounds, upon which 
men of hoiior could stand. The house divided upon Mr. Pittas 
motion for the previous question, which was lost by a majority 
of 29 '• the numbers Avere 186 and 157. This being a business 
upon Avhich the house stood pledged, and Avhich related in 
some degree to its privileges, this small increase in the majority 
ought not, perhaps, to excite surprise. Lord Beauchamp's 
six resolutions afteiwards passed without a division ) and tire 
house adjourned to the- 18th. 
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As soon as the house met on that day, Mr. Pitt rose, not, as 
he said, to deliver a regular message IVom the king, but merely 
to inform the house, that his majesty, after a full consideration 
of the resolutions of that house, which liad been communicated 
to him, and of all the circumstances with wiiich they were con- 
nected, had not thought proper to dismiss his ministers ; nor 
had the ministers resigned. IMr. Pox immediately expressed 
his astonishment and concern at this declaration of Mr. Pitt, 
w'hich he acknowledged to be distinct and explicit. He said, 
that the situation of the country w^as new, and extraordinary in- 
deed. — ^That the house of commons had never before received 
such an answer from a prince of the Brunswick line, a ilat and 
peremptory negative to their sentiments and wishes. He al- 
luded, in marked terms, to the times of Charles the hrst, in 
W'hich, as in the present contest, the house of commons w'as at 
variance with the other branches of the legislature *; and as- 
serted, that the want of confidence between the house of 
commons and administration, was the cause of the many cala- 
mities which happened in some of the reigns prior to the revolu- 
tion. He aflirmed, that there w'as now a settled plan for 
governing the country, without a house of commons, and inde- 
pendently of the people ; but he trusted, that the firmness and 
magnanimity of tluit virtuous and respectable majority, w^ho 
had gone so far, and done so much, w^ould not fail, on so critical 
and trying an occasion ; — that a direct and avowed defiance w'^as 
now given to the house ; that, under circumstances so novel and 

* Had the house of commons now gained the ascendancy, as in the time of 
Charles the first, the conset;[uence might Jiave been ec^ually fatal to the con- 
stitution. ■ . 
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.CHAP. IV. SO unprecedented, he wished to. recommend to the house, to 
. ■ pause, and to wave, foiva very short time, the question of 

supplies,' which. Stood for that day, :that gentlemen might come 
bn a future day, perfectly awake to’ the situation, in which 
they were now placed by Ms majesty^s answer to the resolutions 
laid before him by order of the house. He said, that this pro- 
position was free, from objection, as ho mischief or danger, 
could arise from postponing .the report of . the ordnance estir 
mates. . How long it might be proper for the house to maintain 
a system’ of' moderation and delicacy, he did not know; but 
he was anxious they should depart from it, in the present stage 
.of the business, as little as' possible. That his. majesty had 
a legal right to appoint whom he pleased, and even to continue 
those whoin he. had appointed, to be his, ministers, in opposition 
' to the sentiments of that house, he pretended not to dispute ; 
but at the same time it should, he said, be remembered, that 
the house of commons had a right, equally undeniable, to grant 
and ; distribute the public 'money, in the manner, and at the 
tirhe, they should judge most proper. He then proceeded to 
state, that' as the measures adopted by the house, had. not 
produced their desired effect, others were consequently neces- 
sary. ^Vhat these should be, it did not become him to say, 
it did not become the house immediately to say. But, in his 
. opinion, something farther was necessary. To stop the supplies, 
he knew, as well as. any other man, was an expedient, which 
could only be justified by theJast extremity. He begged, how- 
ever, to declare,' that, he, for one, was not yet ripe to adopt 
such a strong measure. He was unwilling to use any language^ 
which might be capable of misconstruction ; but it was fair 
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iind manlj' to say, that the design, of ruling tlie country without chai-. iw 
the voice of the people, was n«)W obvious. He would readily . . 

absolve ^fr. Pitt from any imputation of that sort; but he 
would not so readily absolve those who had secretly advised his 
majesty to appoint a set of men to the executive government 
of this country, in opposition to ;i majority of the liouse of 
commons. He was satisfied Mr. Pitt could not be where he 
was, from choice. Mhis any one, then, who saw and admired 
the displa}' of his great and splendid abilities, more sensible of 
their improper application than he was ? lie certainly meant 
no personal disrespect, and he persuaded himself that Mr. Pitt 
would not take it in that light, when he intimated a suspicion, 
that he was the dupe of those who were enemies to the consti- 
tutional importance of that house. j\fr. Pox concluded by re- 
peating, that he wished to allow gentlemen time to reflect upon 
the steps which had been already taken, and to consider what- 
might be farther necessary to put a proper period to the con- 
test, which had, unhappily, .so long interrupted the business of 
the public ; and therefore he moved, that the house should 
adjourn to the next day. 

This speech may be considered as a masterpiece of art and 
ingenuity. ]\Ir. Pox was convinced, by IMr. Pitt’s declaration 
on that da}'', for which he was fully prepared, that the resolu- 
tions of the house of commons, which had been passed, and 
communicated to the king, had made no impression, either 
upon his majesty or upon Mr. Pitt; and therefore it now re- 
mained for him to aseertain, whether the majority, which he had 
hitherto commanded, would support him in still more violent 
measures. The ordnance estimates afforded him a fair oppor- 
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CHAP. IV. tunity of making, an experiment,, with resj^ect to -stopping the 
supplies ; .'but he was aware that this was. a point which re- 
quired to be touched with the utmost delicacy. And accord- 
iiigly he said, that he had . nothimself . determined whether it 
would be right to proceed to such a length ; and that, being 
'doubtful what line of conduct it would be proper for the house 
to adopt, in its present new and -unprecedented situation, he 
was. desirous that, gentlemen should have tinie to consider 
and reflect upon what they .had just heard from Mr.. Pitt. . All 
that he positively afiirmed was, that something was necessary 
to be, done; Leaving it, therefore, open to himself to act as he 
should hereafter see expedient, he had recom’se to the plausible 
proposal, of adjournment to the next day only; a delay, from 
which it was impossible, that . any inconvenience could arise to 
the public service. Mr. Pox well knew, that he could not 
divide. the house upon a question, in which any impediment. to 
the supplies was. concerned, more moderate in itself, or resting 
upon; more specious and less exceptionable grounds. . At the 
same time, the result would fully answer the purpose which he 
had immediately in view, and which .was of the utmost m'o- 
• ment. to him,. namely, to be able to, .form a judgment of the 
temper, and disposition of the house, upon the .grandsubject of 
withholding, the supplies. In one, part of his speech, he en- 
deavored to alarm;, in another to. conciliate; in a third, he 
threatened.. . .He. represented, that there was a settled design to 
annihilate the importance of the house of commons j in drd.er to 
persuade members, that by supporting the present ministers, 
they were contributing to nheir own degradation and insignifi- 
cance ; but as Mr. Pitt's character and well-known principles 
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would exempt him from any imputation oftliatsort, he ascribed 
this design solely to an interior cabinet, to secret advisers, of 
whom Mr. Pitt was llie unconscious tool and instrument. 'I’liis 
mi'jfht bo said with, a view also to rouse, as Afr. Fox would call 
it, the spirit of Atr. Pitt, of whose clocjUence and talents he 
spoke in terms of high commendation : and to obviate any ob- 
jection or prejudice against iiimself, lie declared his anxiety 
for pacific measures, and asserted his love of moderation. He 
admitted that he might be some limes warm in debate, but 
contended, that no one could point out any instance of violence 
or inconsiderateness in Ins public conduct. He even allowed 
the right of the king to nominate his own ministers, and to con- 
tinue them in ollice, although that concession could not be 
reconciled with his former assertion, that Air. Pitt was the un- 
cohstitulional minister of the crown. 

Air. Powys followed Afr. Pox, and supported his motion,' 
representing it as “ temperate, and as the only means of giving 
the house a breathing time, in the pro.spect that a compromise 
might be brought about, which he still thought practicable. 
He said, that the house must support its own resolutions; that 
he wished on a subsequent day to propose a moderate measure, 
namely, that the house should cither present an address to the 
king, or pass a resolution, declaring their confident hope, that 
his majesty would take measures, whichshould give effect to their 
resolutions. He professed, that he had still the highest opinion 
of Air. Pitt, and retained the most perfect reliance upon the 
patriotism and integrity which he hud uniformly shelved ; trust- 
ing that he would yet deliberately consider the merits of hi^ 
situation, and yield to the pi'essing calls of his country. Ifc 
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citAF. ly. was the saying of a distinguished witer : That there were. some' 
men, whose .abilities were born with them; some men, who 
achieved abilities ; and a third set, upon whom abilities were 
thrust. These, the writer said, were the three orders of able 
men ; and all these three distinctions of ability, in . his opinion, 
met and were combined in Mr. Pitt. He had the greatest 
respect for him and in taking the part which he did upon .the 
present occasion, he by no means intended opposition personally 
to him.” 

Mr. Pitt, in his reply to Mr. Fox and Mr. Powys, said, an 
attempt has been made to color the putting off the supplies, as 
if it were only the pause of a moment, and that this pause was 
occasioned by a circumstance which the house had not fore- 
seen, and which put parliament, the country, and public affairs 
in quite a new situation. Allowing all this . to be true, which 
he would not allow but for the sake of argument, how could 
such an explanation make any alteration in facts, which the 
least discerning might see through? The supplies were, to 
all intents and purposes, stopped. The right honorable gentle- 
man affects to call it postponing ; but he trusted the public 
would see the trick attempted to be put upon them, and upon 
* the house. It was too shallow to have effect. It could not, 
he was well persuaded, succeed against the good sense of the 
people of this country. But why would not gentlemen come 
openly and plainly forward ? He was sure no man Avould 
doubt, that he allowed the right of the house of commons to 
withhold the supplies, whenever the circumstances of the case 
would justify such a measure ; but he hoped no man would 
say, that the present was a crisis of that kind. He contended. 
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that his majesty not having dismissed his ministers, because 
that house, ^vithout a trial, liad thought proper to condemn 
them, was not a suilicient reason for calling that right into 
exercise. The right honorable gentleman, conscious that he 
was in reality slopping the supplies, was, very prudently and 
consistently, unwilling to push the (luestion. It was then only, 
that the conduct of his majesty’s ministers could be fully 
investigated. It was on that ground, and for that end, he 
would urge the going into the question ; and he challenged 
those on the other side to meet it fairly, openly, and without 
disguise or subterfuge. For, in that discussion, the different 
motives of the contending parties would appear ; and he would 
say, with the utmost confidence and sincerity, that it was 
a discussion for which he was anxious, as he knew from the 
temper and principles of the house, that the facts which would 
be substantiated, and the truths w'hich would be established, 
would make them reluctant, indeed, to withhold the supplies, 
on which the harmony and energy of government depended, 
and for which the national faith was pledged.” 

“ Many of the right honorable gentleman’s arguments had 
been addressed personally to him ; but with what propriety, 
gentlemen of feeling and delicacy would judge. There were 
points, he observed, in personal honor, which no man of spirit 
could for any object whatever forego ; and whatever were his 
connections or attachments, he hoped never to forfeit feelings, 
■without which he could not retain consistently any opinion of 
himself. He would, therefore, declare, once for all, that he 
considered his personal honor deeply and inseparably con- 
cerned in the situation which he at present held ; and that he 
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\vtmlcl not, m\ any accounl, or by any jiieans, brit rc.siu;n, anU 
tiu n iitoo{> to lu-nolialo: tiuil would bu, lo leave; lii> plucu in 
order to make part of a new admini.strution. What! would 
lie tell the world by such a ,ste[> a.s this, that he wa.s capable 
ot‘ sacritlcin^ every lhin;i4 to tin; love of pow»T ' Ki>; it did 
not become him to iritU; in this manner, either with his own 
character, or with hts majiesty's confulenee. lUit In- was told, 
that at pre.sent In* %va.s cuufiected with persons wlio contami- 
nated him. ^Vould this be anywin.re else believed / And 
what was the meaninu ul* all the.>e repeated personalities, hut 
that he shoidd relimpush one suL of men, in whom lie tru.sted, 
and knew he could trust with safely, for anotiier ; that he 
should beyin to serve his (Miunfry, 1)V doiny a private injury to 
those, whom he eouUl not but reyard svith esteem; that he 
should be obliyt-d. for a paltry share* in office, lo sacrilict; hi,s 
personal feeliny.s ; ami treat those, with whom he had long lived 
inhabits of intimacy and confidence, with ;i neglect bordering on 
perfidy f He was convinced, that the hou.se, and the public, those 
at lea.st who knew iiim, did not ex[)ecl him lo be capable of 
purchasing the honor of ollice at so dear a rale, 'I’hese were la's 
delil)erale seiilimcnls upon a subject, will) which he had been 
much pressed; and lie hoped they would be considered as 
iinal.” 'The debate was continued lo ;i late hour; and, upon 
a division, the cjuestion for adjournment was carried by a ma- 
jority of oidy 12, the numbers being 208 and 1<)(> ; and 
thus the receiving ofthe.report of the ordnance estimates, was 
postponed. 

. I xvell remember, that the friends of Mr. Pitt congratulated 
each otlier upon tliis small majoj’ily, and that it atforded lo 
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many, who had hitherto desponde.d, a ray of hope, that he 
would ultimately triumph. The postponement of the ordnance , 
estimates instantly excited so much alarm without doors, that 
several members, who had voted for the adjournment, were in- 
duced publicly to declare, the next day, that, by so doing,, they 
had no intention to refuse the supplies, but merely wished to 
allow time for consideration ; and to give some color and sup^ 
port to. this assertion, Mr. Powys informed the house, that he 
should, to-morrow, propose a motion, of the nature which he 
had. mentioned yesterday, as a necessary previous measure to 
the, granting of the supplies ; he promised, that after his 
motion should be passed, he would. vote for the ordnance esti- 
mates. This anxiety in opposition members to disclaim all 
idea of finally stopping the supplies, arose from a conviction, 
that such an act would not be endured in the country, and 
that it might affect their re-election, in case of a dissolution; 
and the small majority, upon the proposal to defer one, branch 
of the supply, by no means the most important,, only for 
a single day, rendered it certain, that the house of commons 
would not consent to any strong motion upon that subject. 
E^ven Mr. Pox said, that ‘‘ he thought last night, and thought 
still, that the. supply ought not to be withheld ; but he thought 
also, that it ought not to be voted unconditionally. Some mea- 
sure ought previously to be taken, such, for instance, as that 
which had been alluded to by the' honorable gentleman who 
spoke last but one (Mr. Powys). . Upon the adoption of some 
measure of that kind, he was ready to vote the supply, relying 
with the '.utmost confidence, that his rmajesty would attend to 
the voice of his faithful commons, and; gratify, those wishes, 
with which their anxiety for the constitution inspired them." 
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. Mr. Pitt declared, “ tliat>he would not enter into any com- 
promise ; he would not stipulate any condition for the passing 
of the supply. When any proposition should be submitted 
to the house, it would be for the house to dispose of it 
as they should think proper ; but he would never make a com-' 
promise upon the subject."” Mr. Pox replied, that he wanted no 
compromise, and desired the right honorable gentleman to 
remember that he (Mr. Fox) was not pledged to vote for the 
supply; he thought it ought to be voted ; but, at the same time, 
he thought the vote ought to be preceded. by some other; without 
which, he was of opinion, the supply ought still to be postponed 
a little longer ; and the more so, as this particular. supply was ; 
not in its nature very pressing. The conversation- continued 
for some time, but at last Mr. Pox proposed, that the committee- 
on the state of the nation should be deferred till Monday; soon 
after which the house adjourned. 

On the next day, Mr. Powys, after a speech of some length, 
moved the following resolution : “ That this house, impressed 
with the most dutiful sense of his majesty’s paternal regard for 
the welfare of his people, relies on his majesty’s royal wisdom, 
that he will take such measures as may tend to give effect to the 
wishes of his faithful commons, which have been already most 
humbly represented to his majesty.” This resolution, in its 
present shape, being considered by Mr. Pox’s party, as not suf- 
ficiently pointed to the object,, which they had more imme- 
diately in view, Mr. Edeii moved, as an aniendment, that after 
the words “ measures as,” the following words, should be in- . 
serted, “ by removing any obstacle to the formation of such an 
administration as this house has declared to be requisite, in the 
present criticaL and arduous situation .of public affairs.” It 
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beins: aoTeecl, that this amendment, Avhich aimed at the dis- 
missal of ministers, should form part of the motion, a long ^ 
debate ensued, in -wliich Mr. Pitt delivered the following- 
speech, in reply to Mr. Pox, who, in the course of his speech, 
had reprobated the numerous addresses lately presented to the 
king, in support of ministers, and had said, that if ministers 
persevered in their obstinacy, it would be justifiable in the 
house to withhold the supplies : 

: “ The right honorable gentleman. Sir, has gone through so 
vast~an expanse of matter; he has embarked the house in so 
•wide an ocean of politics, that it is impossible for me to follow 
him through the whole course of his speech. I beg leave, 
however, while both the house and myself are fresh in the 
-recollection of it, to press upon them again, what the right ho- 
norable gentleman himself, at the close of his speech, has this 
•day, at last, been driven to confess, though I had long labored, 

• and, as I began to fear, had labored in vain, to convince him 
of it, namel}^, that if the right honorable gentleman, and the 
noble lord in the blue ribbon, should regain then situation, 
their restoration would not ensure the restoration of peace, of 
happiness, and of content to this distracted country. The right 

• honorable gentleman now confesses it ; and yet, sir, he ought 
also to confess, and to know and feel, thathis present measures 
do most directly tend to the re-establishment of that coalition, 

- to the certain exclusion of his majesty's present ministers, and 

to that very calamity, which he himself now begins to dread,, 
-and with the dread of which I had so strenuously endeavored 
to inspire the house. Procrastination is. now become his, plan. 

O.o 


CHAP,' IV. 

1784. 


VOL. I. 



G^iAP.. ly, 

1784. 


28 S 

I -wisli; npt to > be ; uftderstpod as calling but for Violent mear 
spres ; but thi^ I will say, that merely to temporize, is no man's 
duty at .the present naoment. If, therefore, every violence is irir 
tended against this administration, let ns not:keep the country 
in suspenee, , but let us ndvance,; like men, to the issue of this 
.contest, The present .'question is weak and feeble, compared 
with thpse which have gone, before it ; and I dare say, there- 
fore, every gentleman must expect that it will, be without 
effect. 

.. The right honorable gentleman, sir, has appeared to-night 
jn a character perfectly new to him, but which he has supported 
(as, indeed,- he supports every one of his characters,) with 
wonderful dexterity; he is, to-night, .the chanjpion pf.the 
majority, of this house,; against the .voice pf the people,. 
.‘:.Imposture' was the "word used hy his learned friend ; the right 
honorable gentleman improves uppn the idea, and tells yoit, 
that ‘ imposture' was a word used., merely by. way of civility. 
It is by way of complimenting; the people of England, that 
the right honorable gentleman says, their opinions are founded 
in ;inippsture ; and then by way of libelling these, addresses, 
and of libelling this reign, he recals to your ppiind the addresses 
offered in the infamous reign pf king Chai'les the .sbcond, 
affecting to furnish the house with a case somewhat in point;; 
and warning thena not to trust at . all to the. most unanimous 
addresses of the people of England, by .summarily mentioning 
those which , were offered to that monarch, requesting the 
.Crpwn to take into its hands'ah.d protection,' the several charters 
. pf this country. Sir, I beg these allusions niay hot pass off 
unexplained ; tho.ca?© was this':— after many cruel and scan- 



^2S5 

dalous decisions in the coiirts, 'against chartered companies, ih chap. iv. 
a fit of desperatioHj the several corporations offered their 
charters to the crown, as the only ' protection against this 
tyranny; and shall I hear tlris cited by way of libelling the 
addresses of the people at tliis time ? I believe, iii truth,- sir,- 
the right honorable gentleman is surprised and exasperated at 
the manly spirit of the people in these times, who will hot 
wait till their charters are prostituted to the purpose of’ minis- 
ters, and then seek relief by yielding them to the croWn ; but 
who boldly resist the violation, in the first instance,- arid' who 
are as hardy in- their resistance, as the right honorable gefitle- 
mari has been in his attack. ‘ • ; ' 

; “ But, says the right honorable gentleman, hoW should the 
people understand the 'India bill? Dp they know all the 
abuses in India ? True, sir, the people may hot have read 
all your voluminous reports ; neither, perhaps, have orie half of 
the members of this house' read them-; but, sir, they know that 
no correction of abuses in India, not evert the rescuing India 
from loss or annihilation, could compensate for the ruin of 
this constitution. The plain sense of this country could see 
that objection to the India bill, which I could never persuade 
the right honorable gentleman to advert to-; they could see 
that it raised up a new power in this constitution ; that it 
stripped at once the crown of its^ prerogative, and- the people 
of their chartered rights ; and that it created that right honori- 
able gentleman the dictator of his- king arid his Gouritry. . ■ -i 
. “ But, sir, the right honorable gentleman ventures still , to 
deny, that the addresses have sufficiently marked what is the 
opinion of the people ; and then he talks of battlesnt Reading, 
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of battles at Hackney, and battles at Westminster. At 
^ Reading, sir, I understand there was no battle ; the county 
addressed unanimously, against the opinion, and in the face of 
its members, although the honorable member (major Hartley) 
assures you, how he exerted his oratory to deprecate the 
address. As for Hackney, I behold over against me- a most 
valiant chieftain (Mr. Byng-'%) who is just returned from that 
field of Mars ; whose brow, indeed, is not, as before, adorned 
with the smile of victory, but from whose mouth, I doubt not, 
we shall hear a faithful, although, alas, sir, a most lamentable 
history of that unfortunate flight and defeat- Whether at 
Westminster, it is sufficient proof of victory, to say, the 
people would not even hear me whether that right honorable 
gentleman (Mr. Fox -f-,) who once could charm the multitude 
into dumb admiration of his. eloquence, and. into silent , grati- 
tude for his exertions in the cause of freedom, and of his 
country ; whether he, the champion, of the people, once empha,- 
tically named the ‘ man of the people," is now content with the 
execrations of those multitudes, who once, perhaps, too much 
adored him ; whether, in short, sir, the sonorous voice of my 
noble friend .j:, was a host itself, or whether it might not have 
become a host, by being joined to the voices of the host 
around him, all these are points I will not decide ; but sure 
I am, -that the right honorable gentleman will not persuade me, 
that the voice of the people is with him, if Westminster is his 
only example. There is one thing the right honorable, gentle- 

Mr. Byng was one of the members for Middlesex, and a partizan of Mr, Fox, 
f Mr, Fox was member for Westminster- ■ 

Mr. Eitt alluded to lord Mahon. - 
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man proves, merely by strong affirmations ; to which, therefore, 

I can only oppose affirmations as strong, on my part. He says, , 
his late majorities have been composed of men the most, inde- 
pendent in their principles, respectable in their situationsj and 
honorable for their connexions : .1 can only affirm, as roundly, 
in answer, that the minority is by no means inferior to them, in 
point either of principles, of respectability, or, of indepenr 
dence. Having thus disposed of the people, and of the mino- 
rity in the house of commons,- large as it certainly is, the right 
honorable. gentleman proceeds next to dispose of the majority 
in the house of lords, and he denies, that; they were respectable. 
Sir, if the right honorable gentleman will trouble himself with 
this kind of calculation, I am not afraid to match the ma- 
jority there against the minority, either. on the; score, of indepen- 
dence, of property, of long hereditary honors, of knowledge 
of the law and constitution, or oh the score of any thing that 
can give respect and dignity, to peerage. And, Mr. Speaker’, 
when I look near me [looking at Mr. Pratt,] when I see near 
-whom I am now standing, I am not afraid to place in the front 
of that battle (for at that battle the noble peer, whom I allude 
to, was hot afraid to buckle, on. his ,old’ armor, and march 
forth, as if inspired with his youthfuk vigor, to the charge;)’ 

.1 say, sir, I. am not afraid to place foremost, at the hea.d, and in 
the very front of that battle, that , noble and illustrious peer 
(lord Camden,) venerable as. he is for his . years, venerable for 
his abilities, adored and venerated through the country, on ac- 
count of his attachment , to this glorious constitution, high in 
rank and honor, and possessing, as he does, in these tumul- 
tuous times, ah equanimity and dignity of: mind, that render 
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CHAV; IV. him infinitely superior to Unit •wTctcliccl party-spirit, with which 
the Nvorlcl ma}'' fancy us to be infected. 

• “ But, sir, I am carried away too far ; my warm admiration 
of the subject has hurried me into expressions, perhaps, not 
perfectly becoming the strictness of this debate. The point 
which I should particularly speak to, and the great subject of 
contention between us, is, whether I shall resign, in order after- 
wards to return into office ; and the example of the noble lord 
in the blue ribbon, is held out for my imitation ; for he, it is 
said, is willing to sacrifice his personal pretensions for the sake 
of unanimity. Good God! Mr. Speaker, can any tiling that 
I have said, subject me to be branded with the imputation of 
preferring my personal situation, to the public happiness ? Sirj 
I have declared, again and again, only prove to me, that there 
is any reasonable hope, shew me but the most distant prospect, 
that my resignation will at all contribute to restore peace and . 
happiness to the country, and I will instantly resign-. But, sir, 
i declare, at the same time, I will not be induced to resign as 
a preliminary to negotiation ; I will not abandon this situation, 
in order to throw myself upon the mercy of that right honorable 
gentleman. Pie calls me now a mere nominal minister, the 
mere puppet of secret influence. Sir, it is because I will not 
become a mere nominal minister of his. creation — it is because 
I disdain to hecome the puppet of that right honorable gentle- 
man, that I will not resign ; neither shall his contemptuous 
•expressions provoke me to resignation : my own honor and repur , 
tation, I never will resign. That I am now standing on the rotten 
•ground of secret influence, I will not allow ; nor yet will I quit 
this ground, -in order to put myself, as the right honorable 
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gentleman calls it, under his protection, in order to accept 
of my nomination at Ids hands, and in order to become a poor, 
self-condemned, lielpless, unprofUable minister, in his train— r 
a minister, perhaps, some way serviceable to lliat right lionor- 
able gentleman, but totally unserviceable to ni}'- king and to 
my country. If I have, indeed, submitted to become the 
puppet and minion of the crown, why should that right honors 
able i>:entloman condescend to receive me into his band? It 
seems, however, dial I have too mucli of the personal con- 
fidence of my sovereign ; and that 1 must resign, in order tp 
return into administration, having only an ecjual share of it 
with others. Bui the right honorable gentleman knows that my 
appointment would, in that case, be only as a “ piece of parclir 
ment." Admit, that 1 have more than my share of the king’s 
confidence, yet how is my being out of oilice two days, to make 
any diminution of that confulcncc? The right lionorable 
gentleman, therefore, eveiy moment, contradicts liis own prin- 
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' “ The right honorable gentleman tells you, sir, that hd 
means not to stop' the supplies again to night, but that he shall 
only postpone them occasionally. He has stopjped them once, 
because the king did not listen to the voice of his commons ; 
he now ceases to stop them, though the same cause does not 
cease to exist. Now, sir, what is all this, but a mere useless 
bravado? — a. bravado calculated to alarm the country, but 
totally ineffectual to the object for which it was intended; 
I grant, indeed, with him, that if all the rhoney destined to pay 
"the public creditors, is voted, one great part of the mischief 
is avoided. But, sir, let not this house think it a small thing 
to stop the money for all public services ; let us not think, that, 
while such prodigious sums of money flow into the public cof- 
fers, without being suffered to flow out again, the circulation of 
wealth in the country will not be stopped, nor the public credit 
affected. It has been said, indeed, ‘ How is it possible that 
parliament should trust public money in the hands of those, in 
whom they have expressly declared they cannot confide?" Is 
there anything, then, in my character so flagitious? Am I, the 
chief minister of the treasury, so suspected of alienating the 
public money to my own, or to any other sinister purpose, 
that I am not to be trusted 'with the ordinary issues ? [a cry of, 
no, no !] Why, then, sir, if they renounce the imputation, let 
them renounce the argument. By what I am now going to 
say, perhaps I may subject myself to the invidious imputation 
of being the minister and friend of prerogative ; but, sir, not- 
withstanding those terms of obloquy with which I am assailed, 

I will not shrink from avowing myself the friend of the king's 
just prerogative. Prerogative, sir, has been justly called a part 



of the riglils of the people; and sure I am it is a, part of their 
rights, which the people were never more disposed to defend, 
of which they never were more jealous, than at this hour. 
Grant only this, that tliis liousc has a negative in the appoint- 
ment of ministers, and you transplant the e.Kecutive power 
into this house. Sir, I shall call upon gentlemen to sj)eak out : 
let them not come to resolution after resolution, without stating 
the "rounds on which thev net ; for there is nothing more 
dangerous among mixed powers, than that one branch of the 
legislature should attack another, by means of hints and 
auxiliary arguments, urged only in debate, without daring to' 
avow the direct grounds on which thej'' go ; and without 
stating, in plain terms, on the face of their resolutions, what 
are their motives, and what are their principles, which lead 
them to come to such resolutions. Above all, sir, let this 
house beware of sulVering any individual to involve his own 
cause, and to interweave his own interests, in llic resolutions of 
the house of commons. 'I’lie dignity of the house is for ever 
appealed to ; let us beware, that it is not the dignity of one set of 
men; let us beware, that personal prejudices have no share in 
deciding these great constitutional questions, 'fhe right honor- 
able gentleman is possessed of those enchanting arts, whereby 
he can give gi’ace to deformity ; he holds before your eyes, 
a beautiful and delusive image — he pushes it forward to your 
observation; but as sure as you embrace it, the pleasing vision 
wiU vanish, and this fair phantom of liberty will be succeeded 
by anarchy, confusion, and ruin to the constitution. For, in 
truth, sir, if the constitutional independence of the crown is 
thus reduced to the very verge of annihilation, where is the 
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backv.'avdncss upon the subject should be imputed to him, 
thought it right, as the most probable means of accomplishing 
tlie wishes of so many respectable men, to advise the king to 
propose an interview between the duke of Portland and liimself 
(i\lr. Pitt,) for the purpose of endeavoring to form an adminis- 
tration including themselves' aiul their respective friends. I’his 
suggestion was received by his majesty, with considerable 
surprise and agitation ; and the nc.^vt morning he wrote to 
Mr. Pitt the following letter, dated Feb. 15th, 1781: 


“ Queen’s I louse, 30 m. past 10 a.m. 

“ Mr. Pitt is so well apprized of llie mortification I feel at 
any possibility of ever again seeing the lieads of opposition in 
public employments, and more particularly !Mr. Fox, whose 
conduct has not been more marked against my station in the 
empire, than against my person, that he must attribute my 
want of perspicuity in my conversation last night, to that foun- 
dation, yet I should imagine it must be an ease to his mind, in 
conferring with the other confidential ministers this morning, 
to have on paper my sentiments, which are the result of unre- 
mitted consideration, since he left me last night, and which he 
has my consent to communicate, if he judges it right, to the 
above respectable persons. 

“ My present situation is perhaps the most singular that ever 
occurred, either in the annals of this or any other country ; for 
the house of lords, by a not less majority than near two to one, 
have declared in my favor; and my subjects at large, in 
a much more considerable proportion, are not less decided ; 
to combat which, opposition have only a 'majority of twenty. 
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. and Mr. Fox refused to negotiate till Mr. Pitt had resigned. 
On the 9th of February, the gentlemen appear to have been con- 
vinced, that from their inability to surmount this difficulty, their 
exertions at present must be useless, and they passed a’resblu- 
tion to that effect. They agreed, however, to meet at least once 
- a; week, during the session of parliament, for the purpose of 
availing themselves of any opportunity which might present 
itself, 'of promoting the great object which they deemed 
“ absolutely necessary at that' particular juncture.” 

: , "^Vhat passed ih the house of commons, on the 11th of this 
■mohth,in theirregular debate which took place uponMr. Eden's 
motion, again revived the hopes of these gentlemen ; and at 
a meeting two days aftei-wards, the}'- unanimously passed the 
two following resolutions : — “ To represent to the right honor- 
able William Pitt,, and to the right honorable Charles' James 
Fox, the satisfaction we have received from the manly, candid, 
and explicit avowal they have respectively made of their public 
views ] and to intimate to them, that, in consequence of this 
mutual explanation, we entertain a most assured hopcj that 
such an administration as the house of commons has unani- 
mously declared to be requisite,' may be obtained' by an . union 
Consistent with principle and' honor ' and, “ That the thanks 
of this meeting be given to the right honorable Frederick lord 
North, for the public and voluntary declaration he has made, 
of his sincere and earnest desire to promote, as far as depends 
on him, a cordial and permanent union.” 

. ■ In consequence of the eagerness for an union of parties, re- 
peatedly expressed by these gentlemen, and also, by many 
others in the house' of commons, Mr. Pitt, desirous that nq 
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moans of entirely healing tlie divisions which stop the business 
of the nation. 'I'hc only person I can thiiik, from his oHice, as 
well as personal character, proper to be sent by me, is lord 
Sydney ; but should the duke of Portland, when recptired by me, 
refuse to meet Mr. Pitt, more especially upon the strange plea 
he has as yet held forth, I must here declare, that I shall not 
deem it right for me ever to address myself again to him. 

“ The message must be drawn on paper, as must every thing 
in such a negotiation, as far as my name is concernetl ; and 
I trust, when I next see Mr. Pitt, if, under the present circum- 
stances, the other ministers shall agree with him in thinkingsuch 
a proposition adviseable, that he will bring a sketch of such 
a message, for my inspection. 

“ (Ji:o!{oiv, R." 
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In consequence of this permission from the king, which was 
evidently given with groat reluctance, lord .Sydney, on the 
same day, wrote to the duke of Portland, signifying, “ his 
majesty's earnest desire, that his grace should have a ])ersonaI 
conference with ^Ir. Pitt, for the purpose of forming a new 
administration, on a wide basi.s, and on fair and equal terms.” 
The duke of Portland considered this message as tantamount 
to a virtual resignation on the part of ministers, and therefore 
as a removal of the obstacle which had hitherto prevented an 
interview between himself and Mr. Pitt. But no sooner was 
this ditliculty removed, than another was started by the duke 
of Portland. The royal message spoke of “ forming an 
administration on fair and equal terms his grace did not 
object to the word “ fair” — it was a general term, and he and 
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CHAP. IV. or at most of thirty,' in the house of commons, who, I.am sorry 
. . to add, seem as yet willing ;.to prevent the public supplies. 

Though I certainly have never, much , valued popularity, yet 
I do hot think it is-to be -despised, when arising, from a recti- 
tude of conduct, and when it is to be retained by following the 
same respectable path, which conviction makes me esteem that 
of duty; as calculated to.prevent one branch of the legislature 
from annihilating the other-two, dnd seizing also the executive 
power, to which she hasmo claim. .. . \ 

“ I confess I have not yet seen the smallest appearance of sin- 
cerity in the leaders of opposition, to come into the only mode 
by which; I could tolerate' them in my service, their giving up 
the idea of havingdhe administration in their hands,. arid coming 
in as a respectable part of one. on a broad basis ; arid therefore 
I, with a jealous eye, look on any,. words; dropped by them, 
either in parliament, or to the gentlemen of the St. Alban^s 
tavern, ris meant ' only to gain those gentlemen, .or, if carrying 
farther views; to = draw . Mr. Pitt, , by a negotiatiori, into some 
difficulty. •; ^ 

- Should the ministers, after discussing this, .still think, it 
adviseable, that an attempt should be. made .to try, whether,, an 
admiriistration can be formed on a real, not a nominal, wide 
basis, and that Mr. Pitt, having repeatedly, and as fruitlessly, 
found it impossible to grit even an interview on what oppo- 
sition pretends to admit is^ a, necessary measure, I will, though 
reluctantly, go personally so. fan as to authorize, a message to 
be carried -in , my name, to the duke of Portland, expressing 
a desire that he and Mr. Pitt may meet to confer on the means 
of forming an administration, on a wide basis, as the only 
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means of entirely healing the divisions which stop the business 
of the nation. The only person I can think, from his office, as , 
well as personal character, proper to be sent by me, is lord 
Sydney ; but should the duke of Portland, when required by me, 
refuse to meet Mr. Pitt, more especially upon the strange plea 
he has as yet held forth, I must here declare, that I shall not 
deem it right for me ever to address myself again to him. 

“ The message must be drawn on paper, as must every thing 
in such a negotiation, as far as • my name is concerned ; and 
I trust, when I next see Mr. Pitt, if, under the present circum- 
stances, the other ministers shall agree with him in thinking such 
a proposition adviseable, that he Avill bring a sketch of such 
a iriessage, for my inspection;^ - . : 

“ George, R.” 

In consequence of this peimission from the king, Avhich was 
evidently given Avith great reluctance, lord Sydney, on the 
same day^ wrote to the duke of Portland, signifying, “ his 
majesty’s earnest desire, that his grace should have a personal 
conference with Mr. Pitt, for the purpose of forming a new 
administration, on a wide basis, and on fair and- equal terms.” 
The duke of Portland considered this message as tantamount 
to a virtual resignation on the part of ministers,' and therefore 
as a removal of the obstacle which had hitherto prevented an 
interview between himself and Mr; Pitt. But no sooner was 
this difficulty removed, than another was started by the duke 
of Portland. ‘ The royal message spoke of “ forniihg an 
administration on fair and equal terms his grace did not 
object to the word “ fair” — it was a general term, and he and 
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CHAP. IV. or at most of thirty,’ in the house, of commons, who, I. am sorry 
. ^^^4- to add, seem as yet willing :.to prevent the , public supplies. 

Though I certainly have -never, much .valued popularity, yet 
I do riot think it is to be .despised, when arising , from a recti- 
tude of conduct, and when it is to be retained by .following the 
same respectable path, which .conviction makes, me esteem that 
of duty; as calculated to. prevent one branch of the legislature 
from annihilating the otheritwo, and, seizing also the executive 
power, to which she has.no clairii. .. . . 

“ I confess I have not yet seen the smallest appearance of sin- 
cerity in' the leaders of opposition, to come into the only mode 
by which'; I coiild tolerate' them in my service, their giving up 
the idea of having the administration in .their hands, and corning 
in as a respectable part of one.on.a broad basis ; arid therefore 
I, with a jealous eye, look, on any:. words, dropped by them, 
either in parliament, or to the gentlemen, , of the St. Alban^s 
tavern,- as meant only to gain those gentlemen, or, if carrying 
farther views; to ’ -draw . Mr. Pitt, , by, -a negotiation, into some 
difficulty. ' : 

Should the: ministers j- after discussing, this, .still think.it 
adviseable, that an atteihpt should be. made .to try, whether, an 
admiiiistration can be formed on a real, not a nominffi, wide 
basis, and that Mr, Pitt, having repeatedly, and as fruitlessly, 
found it impossible to get even an interview on what oppo- 
sition pretends to admit is a necessary measure, I will, though 
reluctantly, go personally so far as to authorize a message to 
be carried in my name to the duke, of Portland, expressing 
a desire that he and Mr. Pitt may meet to confer on the means 
of forming an administration, on a wide basis, as the only 
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means of entirely healing the divisions which stop the business 
of the nation. The only person I can think, from his office, as 
well as personal character, proper to be sent by me, is lord 
Sydney ; but should the duke of Portland, when required by me, 
refuse to meet Mr. Pitt, more especially upon the strange plea 
he has as yet held forth, I must here declare, that I shall not 
deem it right for me ever to address myself again to him. 

- “ The message must be dra,wn on paper, as must every thing 
in such a negotiation, as ' far as my name is concerned ; and 
I trust, when I next see Mr. Pitt, if, under the present circum- 
stances, the other ministers shall agree with him in thinking such 
a proposition adviseable, that he will bring a sketch of such 
a message, for my inspection:^ : 

• “ George, R." 

In consequence of this pemission from the king, which was 
evidently given with great reluctance, lord Sydney, on the 
same day^ wrote to the duke of Portland, signifying, ■ “ his 
majesty’s earnest desire, that his grace should have a personal 
conference with Mr. Pitt, for the purpose of forming a new 
administration, on a wide basis, and oh fair and- equal terms.” 
The duke of Portland considered this message as tantamount 
to a virtual resignation on the part of ministers,' and therefore 
as a removal of the obstacle which had hitherto prevented an 
interview between himself and Mr. Pitt. But no sooner was 
this difficulty removed, than another was started by the duke 
of Portland. The royal message spoke of “ foririing an 
administration on fair arid equal terms his grace did not 
object to the word “ fair” — it was a general term, and he and 
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CHAP. IV. or at most of thirty, in the house of commons, who, I. am sorry 
^784- to add, seem as yet willing to prevent the public supjDlies. 
Though I certainly have never much valued popularity, yet 
I do riot think it is to be despised, when arising from a recti-^ 
tude of conduct, and when it is to be retained by following the 
sairie respectable path, which conviction makes me esteem that 
of duty; as calculated to prevent one branch of the legislature 
from annihilating the other two, and. seizing also the executive 
power, to which she has.no claim. 

“ I confess I have not yet seen the smallest appearance of sin- 
cerity in the leaders of opposition, to come into the only mode 
by which; I could tolerate them in m)'- service, their giving up 
the idea of having’ the administration in their hands, and coming 
in as a respectable part of one. on a broad basis ; arid therefore 
I, with a jealous eye, look on any, words, dropped by them, 
either in parliament, or to the gentlemen, of the St. Alban^s 
tavern, as meant only to gain those gentlemen, or, if carrying 
farther views, to draw Mr. Pitt,, by. a negotiation, into some 
difficulty. . 

“ Should the ministers, after discussing this, still think it 
adviseable, that an attempt should be. made to try, whether, an 
admiilistration can be formed on a real, not a .nominal, wide 
basis, and that Mr. Pitt, having repeatedly, and as fruitlessly, 
found it impossible to get even an intervieiw . on what oppo- 
sition pretends to. admit is a necessary measure, I will, though 
reluctantly, go personally so far as to authorize a message to 
be carried in , my name, to the duke of Portland, expressing 
a desire that he and Mr. Pitt may meet to confer on the means 
of forming an administration, on a wide basis, as the only 
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means of entirely healing the divisions which stop the business 
of the nation. The only person I can think, from his office, as 
well as personal character, proper to be sent by me, is lord 
Sydney ; but should the duke of Portland, when required by me, 
refuse to meet Mr. Pitt, more especiall}' upon the strange plea 
he has as yet held forth, I must here declare, that I shall not 
deem it right for me ever to address myself again to him. 

“ The message must be drawn on paper, as must every thing 
in such a negotiation, as far as my name is concerned ; and 
I trust, when I next see Mr. Pitt, if, under the present circum- 
stances, the other ministers shall agree with him in thinking such 
a proposition adviseable, that he will bring a sketch of such 
a niessage, for my inspection:- . • 

“ George, R;” 

In consequence of this pennission from the king, which was 
evidently given with great reluctance, lord Sydney, on the 
same day^ wrote to the duke of Portland, signifying, “ his 
majesty’s earnest desire, that his grace should have a personal 
conference with Mr. Pitt, for the purpose of forming a new 
administration, on a wide basis, and on fair and- equal terms.” 
The duke of Portland considered this message as tantamount 
to a virtual resignation oii the part of ministers,' and therefore 
as a removal of the obstacle which had hitherto prevented an 
interview between himself and Mr; Pitt. But no sooner was 
this difficulty removed, than another was started by the duke 
of Portland. The royal message spoke of “forming an 
administration on faiir and equal terms;” his grace did not 
object to the word “ fair” — it was a general term, and he and 
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or at most of thirty,' in the house of commons, who, l am sorry 
^ to add, seem as yet willing do prevent the . public supplies. 
Though I certainly have = never,. much .valued popularity, yet 
I do hot think it is-to be.despised, when arising, from a recti- 
tude of conduct, and when it is to be retained by .following the 
same respectable path, which conviction makes me . esteem that 
of 'dutyi as calculated to prevent one branch of the legislature 
from annihilating the otherctwo, and. seizing also the executive 
power, to which she hasmo claim, .t , . . . , 

“ I confess I have not yet seen the smallest appearance of sin- 
cerity intheleaders of opposition, to 'come into the only mode 
by which: I could tolerate them in- my service, their giving up 
the idea of havingdhe administration in their hands,, and coining 
in as a respectable part of one.on.a broad basis ; arid therefore 
I, with' a jealous eye, look on any, words, dropped by them, 
either in parliament, or to the gentlemen of the St. Alban^s 
tavern,' as meant only to gain those gentlemen, or, if carrying 
farther views^ to * draw . Mi\ Pitt, , by. a negotiation, into , some 
difficulty. 

“ Should the ministers after discussing this,, still think, it 
adviseable, that an attempt should be. made. to try, whether, an 
administration can be formed on a real, not a nominal, wide 
basis, and that Mr, Pitt, having repeated^, and as fruitlessly, 
found it impossible to get even an interview on what oppo- 
sition pretends : to admit is a necessary measure, I will, though 
reluctantly, go personally so. far as to authorize a message to 
be carried in my name to the duke of. Portland, expressing 
a desire that he and Mr. Pitt may meet to confer on the means 
of forming an administration, on a wide basis, as the only 



295 

means of entirely healing the divisions which stop the business 
of the nation. The only person I can think, from his office, as 
well as personal character, proper to be sent by me, is lord 
Sydney ; but should the duke of Portland, when required by me, 
refuse to meet Mr. Pitt, more especially upon the strange plea 
he has as yet held forth, I must here declare, that I sliall not 
deem it right for me ever to address myself again to him. 

“ The message must be drinvn on paper, as must eveiy thing 
in such a negotiation, as far as my name is concerned ; and 
I trust, when I next see Mr. Pitt, if, under the present circum- 
stances, the other ministers shall agree with him in thinking such 
a proposition adviseable, that he will bring a sketch of such 
a message, for my inspection; . : 

“ Gjeorge, R."" 

In consequence of this pemiission from the king, which was 
evidently given with great reluctance, lord Sydney, on the 
same day, wrote to the duke of Portland, signifying, “ his 
majesty's earnest desire, that his grace should have a personal 
conference with Mr. Pitt, for the purpose of forming a new 
administration, on a wide basis, and on fair and equal terms." 
The duke of Portland considered this message as tantamount 
to a virtual resignation on the part of ministers,' and- therefore 
as a removal of the obstacle which had hitherto prevented an 
interview between himself and Mr. Pitt. But no sooner was 
this difficulty removed, than another was started by the duke 
of Portland. The royal message spoke of “ forming an 
administration on fair and equal terms;" his grace did not 
object to the word “ fair" — it was a general terra, and he and 
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CHAP. IV. Mr, Pitt, in framing the arrangements, might discuss whatthey 
^7 ^4- considered to be fair: but the word “ equal” was. more specific 
and limited; and as a necessary preliminary, he required 
Mr. Pitt to inform him, what he understood by the word 
“ equal.” Mr. Pitt said, he thought the taeaning of that word 
would be best explained at a. personal conference. The duke 
replied, that he could not meet Mr. Pitt, till the word was 
explained. .Mr. Pitt declined exjdaining it ; and thus the nego- 
tiation was finally broken off. Mr. Powys and Mr. Marsham 
were the persons, through whom these communications, relative 
to the meaning of the word “ equal,” passed ; and the other 
gentlemen of the St. Alban^s tavern, finding from their state- 
ment, that recent endeavors to accomplish an union of parties 
were as fruitless as former ones ; that the “ earnest desire” of 
the king had no better effect than the unanimous resolution of 
the house of commons ; and utterly despairing of success from 
any farther application, after various consultations, at last 
came to this concluding resolution : — ‘‘ This meeting having 
heard with infinite concern, that an interview between the 
duke ; of Portland and Mr. Pitt, is prevented; by a doubt 
respecting a single' word, are unanimously of opinion, that it 
would be no dishonorable step in either of the gentlenaen to 
give way, .and might be highly advantageous to the public 
welfare.” No notice whatever was taken of this resolution, 
and the meetings were discontinued. 

Without inquiring, whether this association, which, if it had 
succeeded in its object, would, in reality, have prescribed to 
the king, what persons his majesty ought to take into his 
counsels, was strictly reconcileable to' the principles of our 



constitution, \Vc may pronounce, that tlie intention, Avitli -vvhich 
it was formed, was truly laudable and patriotic. It originated 
in a sincere . desire, upon public grounds, to, see the great 
abilities of Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox united in the service of their, 
country ; and to accomplish that purpose, every exertion was 
made. But, perhaps, it indicated no correct knowledge of 
human nature, to expect that two such men, circumstanced- 
as they were, would co-operate cordially and permanently. To 
compel persons to act, together, with the same common views, 
and to concur in promoting the same common end, especially- 
if the. business be complicated and arduous, is always but 
a hopeless undertaking; and, in the present case, those who 
were most acquainted with the characters of the individuals, 
and best qualified to form a right judgment of the probable 
result, looked upon the attempt, from the first, as idle and 
unpromising : the little progress which was made, justified that 
opinion. The negotiation was occasionally used as a pretence 
for deferring the proceedings of the house of commons; but 
at no one moment was there reason to believe, that it would be 
brought to a successful termination.. Not even the prelimi- 
naries could be adjusted. The men, who were to act with, 
harmony and mutual confidence, as members of the same ad- 
ministration, at the very outset of the treaty, betrayed symptoms 
of jealousy, suspicion, and distrast : Those who, by candid 
and friendly conimunication, were to settle the contending 
claims of the different candidates for office, could not be prcT 
vailed upon so much as to meet in the same roorn, though 
commanded by his majesty to have a personal conference, and 
called upon to. unite, by the unanimous vote of the. house of 
commons— those who Svere. to agree upon points of the utmost 
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nicety and importance, upon the general principles of govern- 
ment, and all the intricate detail of foreign arid domestic 
policy, could not rely upon each other’s interpretation of one 
of the commonest words in the language. 

The report from the committee on the receipt tax bill was 
brought up on the 24th ; and, after Mr. Pitt had declared his 
sentiments in favor of the -measure, the house divided upon the 
question of agreeing to the amendments, which was carried 
by a ipajprity of ; 39; the numbers being 51. and 12. The bill 
passed, without any: farther opposition. It does riot appear, 
that Mr, Pitt lost any pai-t of. his popularity, by giving, his full, 
and unifpiiri support to this obnoxious tax, either in the last or 
in the present session;, and his manly and, consistent conduct 
certainly raised his credit, in the house of commons. 

On the 25th, the house of commons presented the address, 
which had been voted on the. 2Qth ; and. his majesty returned 
the following answer, in which he alluded to the failure of his, 
endeavors to effect an union of, parties : , 

“ I am deeply sensible how highly it concerns the honor of 
my crown, and the welfare of my people, which is the object 
always nearest my heart, that the public affairs should be com 
ducted by a firm, efficient, united, and, extended administration, 
entitled to, the confidence of my people, and such as may have 
a tendency to put an end to the unhappy divisions and distrac- 
tions of the country.— -Very, recent erideavors, have already 
been employed on, my part, to unite in the public service, on 
a fair and equal footing, those whose joint efforts appear to me 



299 

most capable. of proclucing that happy eftcct: those endeavors chap. iv. 
have not had the success I wished. I shall be always desirous of 
taking every step most conducive to such an object ; but 
I cannot see that it would in any degree be advanced by the dis- 
mission of those at present in my service. — I observe, at the 
same time, that there is no charge or complaint suggested 
against my present ministers, nor is any one or more of them 
specifically objected to ; and numbers of my subjects have ex- 
pressed to me, in the warmest manner, their satisfaction in the 
late changes I have made in my councils *. Under these cir- 
cumstances, I trust my faitliful commons will not wish, that the 
essential offices of executive government should be vacated, 
imtil I see a prospect, that such a plan of union as I have palled 
for, and they have pointed out, maybe carried into effect."' 

. A motion successfully made by lord Beauchamp, on the 25tli, 
to adjourn to the 27th, prevented the house meeting on the 26th. 

Mr. Pitt and his friends were not- aware of this manojuvre ; the 
pretence for which was, to allow time to consider what step 
ought to be taken, in consequence of liis majesty's answer to the 
address, but its real object was, to delay public business. - 
, When the house met on the 27tii, the speaker read the king's 
answer, and lord Beauchamp immediately moved, that the con- 
sideration of it be postponed to Monday. Mr. Pitt said, that 
he w:as then ready to discuss the king's answer ; but if the 
gentlemen on the opposite side Avished the consideration of it 
to be deferred till Monday, he did not object. Pie acknoAV- 

* Alluding to the numerous addresses to that effect, from all parts of the 
country. 

Q Q 2 ' 



aob 

cn\y. IV. ledged'that lie had advised tlie answer, and that he was respon- 
' . sible for it. The motion, after some conversation, was agreed 

to, without a division. Lord Beauchamp then moved, that 
the house do now adjourn to Monday ; evidently with a design 
to postpone the navy estimates, which Avere to be brought for-r 
ward this day. Mr. Pitt objected to the motion, upon the 
ground of its slopping public business, which had already been 
very much interrupted. He stated, that when it Avas expected 
the navy estimates AV'Ould have been brought fonvard on 
•Wednesday last, a noble lord moved to adjourn. This day, 
AAdien the same business Avas again expected, the same noble 
lord has moved to adjourn; and on Monday, the consideration 
of the king's ansAver Avill be brought forward, still to put off the 
business of the supply. Where Avill this end? Gentlemen are 
desirous of being thought ready to grant the supply ; but that 
readiness is to be found only on their lips, not in their actions. 
A short debate :eusued, in Avhich Mr, Marsham and Mr. Poavj^s 
said, they Avould vote for postponing the supply, though they 
would hot ultimately refuse it, 'as they kneAV that it Avas the 
wish of the people, that the supply should be granted. The 
question of adjournment was carried, by a majority of only 
seven ; the numbers being 17.^, and 168. This was the smallest 
majority .by Avhich Mr. Fox and his party had hitherto carried 
any motion'; and they did not venture to make any attempt 
afterwards to obstruct the supplies. 

It cannot have escaped the notice of the reader, that Mr. Fox . 
Avas by no !means consistent, in Avhat he said at different times, 
relative to stopping the supplies. The fact seems to have been, 
that he was himself ready to proceed to that length ; but from 
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the first, he suspected, that several members of independent 
character, and of weight in the house, who had hitherto voted 
with him, would not support him in so violent a measure. He 
therefore thought it more prudent not to avow his sentiments 
openly ; and in the progress of the business he was convinced, 
that his suspicions were well founded, which appeai-ed, indeed, 
from the declai-ation of Mr. Marsham and Mr. PoAvys, in this 
last debate upon the subject. 

I must here interrupt the account of parliamentaiy pro-^ 
ceedings, for the purpose of noticing, briefly, a circumstance, 
which ought not to be passed over entirely in silence. 

On the 10th of February, the lord mayor, aldermen, and 
common coimcil of the city of London, voted their thanks to 
Mr. Pitt, “ for his able, upright, and disinterested conduct, as 
first lord of the treasury, and chancellor of the exchequer, on 
the present alarming and critical juncture of affairs/' and they 
also, at the same time, unanimously voted the freedom of the 
city of London to be presented to him, in a gold box, of the 
value of one hundred guineas, “ as a mark of gratitude for, and 
approbation of, his zeal and assiduity in supporting the legal 
prerogatives of the crown, and the constitutional rights of the 
people.” A committee of the corporation was appointed, to 
communicate these resolutions to Mr. Pitt; . and on the 38th, 
they went in procession, preceded by the city marshal, and 
accompanied by the sherijffs.and town clerk, for that purpose, 
to Berkeley-square, where he then resided, with his brother, 
lord Chatham. Mr. Pitt had been invited to dine on that day 
with the grocers', company, at .their hall, in the Poultry, to 
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CHAP. IV. his soli ; and, as lie has tlie same support .’of the crown, and; 
. the people, I ani firmly persuaded, that the same success will 
follow.” . ^ . •] 

:To which Mr. Pitt replied : 

Sil'j ' ■ , , . ■ ' , ■ : 

“ I beg to return you my best thanks, for your very obliging) 
expressions. ' Nothing can be more encouraging to me, in the 
discharge of my public duty, than the countenance of ; those, 
’^hom, from this day, I may have the honor of ' calling, my, 
fellow citizens.” ^ 

• "When Mr. Pitt returned at night, he was attended, a con- 
sideihble part of the way, by many, respectable persons, besides 
an immense concourse of people. As the populace were 
dragging the. coach, in which were himself, lord Chatham, and 
lord Mahon, lip St. James Vstreet, opposite to a club house, 
frequented by his political opponents, they were suddenly 
attacked by men,, armed with bludgeons' and broken, chair 
poles, among whom, were distinguished several ‘ members 
of the .club : some of the mob . made their way to the car- 
riage, forced open the door, and aimed several violent blow, s 
at: Mr. Pitt, from which lord Chatham, at his own risque, was 
very instrumental in protecting him. At length Mr. Pitt and 
his companions, with great difficulty, made their escape to, 
a neighbouring house,- without any material personal injury to 
themselves; but their ^servapts, apd^seyera:! persons who came 



to their assistance, were much bruised, and the carriage was 
nearly demolished. < 

• W E have seen, that the address, presented by the house of 
commons to the king, on the 25th, requested his majesty, in 
generah terms, to remove any obstacle Avhich might stand in the 
way of forming such an administration as the house had 
declared to be requisite, in the present critical and alarming 
situation of affairs. This address having failed to produce its 
desired effect, Mr. Pox determined to propose another address 
to the throne, directly asserting the right of the house of 
commons to advise his majesty upon the exercise of his pre- 
rogatives ; and, by virtue of that right, specifically requesting 
him to dismiss his present ministers. Accordingly, on the first 
, of March, after a very long speech, in which he repeated all 
the arguments he had used on former occasions, relative to the 
state of political parties, he moved the following resolution : 
“ That ah humble address be presented to his majesty, most 
humbly to represent to his majesty, the satisfaction his faithful 
commons derive from the late most gracious assurances we 
have received, that his majesty concurs with us in' opinion, 
that it concerns the honor of his crown, and the welfare of his 
people, that the public afiairs should be conducted by a firm, 
efficient, extended, united administration, entitled to the con- 
fidence of his people, and such as may have a tendency to 
put an end to the unhappy divisions and distractions of this 
country : To acknowledge his majesty^s paternal goodness in 
his late most gracious endeavors to give effect to the object 
of our late dutiful representation to his majesty : . To lament 
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lhal liu; ruilure dI* these his inajesty'.s most gracious endeavors 
should he considtued as a rmal bar to the accomplislmient of 
so salutary am! desirable a j)urj)os(,* ; and to express our con- 
cern and disappointment, tlial Ids majesty inis not been advised 
to lake any farther step towards uniting, in llie public ser- 
vice, those, whose* joint elforls have recently appeared to his 
majesty, nmst capable of producing so ha])j)y an etfect. — ^'fhat 
this house, with ail luunilily, claims it as its right, and on every 
proper occasion, feels it to be tlurir boundeii duly, to advise 
his majesty touching the exercise of any branch of his royal 
prerogaliv<i ; 'I’hal we nvdjmil it to his majesty’s royal con- 
sideration, that the continuance of an administration, which 
does not possess the confulence of the representatives of the 
people, must be injnrious to the public service : ’i'iiat this 
house can have im interest distinct and st'parale from that of 
their constituents; and that they therefore feel ihomseives called 
upon to repeat those loyal and dutiful assurances they have 
already expressed, of their reliajice on his majesty's paternal 
regard for the welfare of his people ; that his majesty would 
graciously enable them to execute those important trusts, wdiich 
the constitution has vested in tlicm, with honor to themselves 
and advantage to the public, by the formation of a new 
administration, appointed \mder circumstances which raa\r 
tend to conciliate the minds of his faithful commons, and give 
energy and stability to his mujosty's councils : That as his 
majesty's faithful commons, upon the maturest deliberations, 
cannot but consider the continuance of .the present ministers as 
an unsurmountable obstacle to his majesty's gracious purpose, 
to comply with their wishes in the formation of such an admi- 
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nistration as’ his ■ majesty, in concurrence with the unanimous 
i'esolutions 'Of this liduse, seems to think requisite in the present . 
exigencies of the country, they feel themselves bound to' remain 
firm in the wish expressed to his majesty, in their' late humble 
address, and do therefore find themselves obliged again to 
beseech his majesty, that he would be graciously pleased to lay 
the foundation of a strong and stable government, by the 
previous removal of his present ministers/' 

In the course of the debate which followed, Mr. Pitt contro- 
verted two -positions of Mr. Pox, namely. That the house of 
commons had a power of giving a negative, in the first in- - 
stance, to the king's appointment of ministers ; and that his 
majesty ought not, in any case, to dismiss ministers who had 
the confidence of that house. He said,. he never would be afraid 
to dvow himself the friend and advocate of the just and consti- 
tutional prerogatives of the crown ; that he would not consent 
to wrest the sceptre out of the hand of the king, and place it in 
the hand of thath'ouse ; and that he should not think it wise, to 
take away the substance of the royal prerogative, and leave 
merely the name, and the shadow. He challenged Mr. Pox to 
produce any law or authority, in support of the doctrinea he had 
laid down; and, till that was done, he must consider them as 
gratuitous', unfounded assertions. In answer to a charge, 
which had been urged against him, by general Conway, of 
wishing to derogate from the power and influence of the house 
of commons, he asked, “ Had he, in any part of. his conduct, 
manifested any peculiar predilection in favor of the monarchical 
part of the government, or of the undue influence of the crown? , 
Had he, since -he had the honor of a seat in that hoiise, wished 
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to destroy, or to oncroacii on, tiie privileges of parliament ? 'I'lic 
coiislilulion, and the rights of tlie house of commons, he had 
always been taught to venerate. He would therefore appeal 
to the Candor of the house, as well as to its recollection of his 
expressions on tiuit subject, wiielher he liad not, on all occa- 
sions, and under every description of circumstances, main- 
tained its privileges and its dignity, llis own opinions, his par- 
tialities, and his views, favored those ideas ; and he must have 
been deluded indeetl, to have acted in oj)posilion to them. But 
while lie expressed his wannest sentiments for the iionor.und 
dignity of the house of commons, he felt himself under an 
obligation, at the same lime, to vindicate the doctrines of the 
honorable baronet (sir William Dolben,) beliind iiim, so far as 
they resjiected the rights of the other branches of the legislature, 
so far as they' regarded the legal prerogatives of tlic sovereign. 
Tiiese, the constitution had dehncd, with as much accuracy as it 
had done those of the house of commons ; and it was, surely, 
the duly of ministers, and of members of that house, equally to 
support the rights of both. No man was more xealous or more 
unreserved in admitting and asserting the right of the house 
to advise the sovereign in the exercise of his prerogatives, than 
he was. This was a sentiment, which he hud always avowed ; 
but, that a declaration of the disapprobation of the house, of 
his majesty's ministers, should, ipso facto, in every instance, 
bind and compel the sovereign to dismiss his ministers, or 
compel them to resign, was a point, which lie never had 
admitted, and never would allow. Such disapprobation un- 
questionably placed ministers in an awkward and unpleasant 
situation ; but that it should force them to retire, lie ■svould 
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maintain, was an unconstitutional doctrine, hostile to the pre- chap, iv, 
rogative of the crown, and to that balance of power, bn which ^784- 
the excellency of the British government depended. That was 
a . point, therefore, which he was always ready to maintain, 
and from supporting which, he hoped, he should never be 
diverted by any false theories, or vague declamations, respect- 
ing the dignity of that house.” . 

Mr. Pitt afterwards , noticed an assertion of Mr; Wilber- 
force, that a faction existed in the house of commons, 
dangerous to the constitution. “ How far,” he said, “ that, 
might be true, how. far the conduct of the house of common's, 
during its late procedure, justified that assertion, and how far 
the address under consideration, confirmed its truth, ought to 
be weighed, and ought to produce corresponding effects on the . 
minds and votes of the members of the house. In deliberating, 
however, on that point, he would caution gentlemen, not to be 
overawed by unfounded alarms of an encroaching prerogative, 
or. to be influenced by the ring and sound of dignity, so inces- 
santly poured into the ears of the house, on the present and 
past occasions. But, though he was the opponent of all capri- 
cious decision on the appointment of ministers, he was as. un- 
friendly to their continuance in office, when disapproved of by 
the house of commons on proper grounds, as he should be, if dis- 
approved of by either of the other branches of the legislature. 

On that account, he called upon the house to specify charges 
against administrationj to prove those charges, and not unjustly 
condemn men, Ayho had in no instance whatever been found 
guilty, and had, in fact, by an unaccountable obstinacy and un- 
. towardness of circumstances, been deprived of an opportunity 
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CHAP. IV.. -of displaying their prudence and their zealin the serVice.of 
. ■ the public. When accusations should be proved, when charges, 

should be substantiated, it would.then be proper for ministersio 
resign ; and in such a case, if he should afterwards contmiie; in 
office, he. would suffer himself to be stigmatized as the illegal 
champion of prerogative, and the unconstitutional supporter 
of the usurpations of the crown. .But, till that period arrived, 
he should consider it his duty to adhere to the principles of the 
constitution, as delivered to us by our ancestors, to defend them, 
against innovation and encroachment, . and to maintain them, 
with firmness.'’"’ A division: took place, and the motion’ was, 
carried, by a majority of 12 ; the numbers being 201, and 189.; 
An address, founded upon this resolution,, was then agreed to,, 
and ordered to be presented to his majesty, by the whole; 
house. . ' 

The address was presented on the 4th ; to which his majesty, 
returned the following answer : 

“T have already" expressed to you,, how sensible I am. of the 
advantages to. be derived from, such an administration as was 
pointed out in your unanimous resolution.. And I assured 
you, that I was^ desirous of taking every step most conducive 
to such.an object.; — I remain in the same sentiments, but I con- 
tinue equally convinced,, that it is an object not likely to bn 

obtained by the dismission of my present ministers. . ■ 

“ I must repeat,, that no charge, or complaint, or any specific- 
objection, is yet made against any of them ; if there were; any 
such ground for their removal at present, it ought to be equally 
a reason for not admitting them as a- part of that extended, and . 
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united aclininistratioii, whicli you state to be requisite. — I did 
not consider the failure of my recent endeavors, as a final bar to ^ 
the accomplishment of the purpose wliicli I had in view, if it 
could have been obtained on tliose principles of fairness and 
equality, without which, it can neither be honorable to those 
who are concerned, nor lay the foundation of such a strong and 
stable government, as may be of lasting advantage to the 
country. — ^But I know of no farther steps which 1 can take, that 
are likelj'’ to remove the ditliculties which obstruct that desirable 
end. I have never called in question the right of my faithful 
commons, to offer me their advice upon every proper occasion, 
touching the exercise of any branch of my prerogative. I shall 
be ready at all times to receive it, and give it the most attentive 
consideration. They will ever find me disposed to shew every 
regard to the true principles of the constitution, and to take 
such measures, as may best conduce to the satisfaction and 
prosperity of my kingdom.” 

When the speaker, on his return to the house, had read the 
king’s answer, Mr. Fox immediately moved, that it should be 
taken into consideration on the following Monday, which was 
unanimously agreed to. Another motion was then made, by 
Mr. Welbore Ellis, that the house should adjourn to Mondaj’-, 
upon the ground, “ that it was not customary or proper, that 
any business should be brought forward, until questions, 
which immediately concerned the dignity of the house, were 
disposed of.” Mr. Fox seconded the motion, saying, “ that 
he did it not with any view to delay public business, or to 
wthhold any supply ; and he intended that his conduct should 
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prove the sincerity of his professions. But surely, when 
a matter of such moment, as the king's answer, was to be dis- 
cussed, and to be followed up with some measure which ought 
to be final, twice twenty-four hours could not be considered 
too long for deliberation." 

Mr. Pitt objected to this motion, observing, “ that Mr. Pox 
wished not to be thought desirous of stopping public business; 
but when he proposed delay from day to day, it was very 
. natural for people to doubt what were his real intentions. 
He reminded the house, that the present mutiny bill would 
expire very soon, and that the new mutiny bill stood for to- 
morrow; and he hoped that the house would not think it 
expedient to put off the consideration of that bill any longer. 
He, therefore, proposed, that the house was then very thin, 
they should adjourn till to-morrow, when it might be deter- 
mined, whether all business should be postponed till Monday." 
Mr. Pox said, that it was then only the 4th of March ; and 
that if the neAV mutiny bill went into a committee on Tuesday 
the 9th, it might pass the house of lords before the 25th, on 
which day the present mutiny bill would expire, “ for he 
believed, that the new mutiny bill differed in very few particu- 
lars from former mutiny bills : it might indeed be necessary to 
make the new one shorter in its duration ; and he hoped, that 
this, one privilege was still left to the commons, that the mutiny 
bill, providing quarters for the army, and consequently im- 
posing burdens on their constituents, could not be altered by 
the lords, after it should be sent up to them by the commons." 
Mr. Pox at last consented, that the house should meet to- 
morrow, « provided it was understood, that the first question 
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to be discussed should be,^vlleLher the house should adjouvu to 
jMoiiday, or proceed then to business." Tins being agreed to 
by iMr. Pitt, the house adjourned. 

Though ]\Ir, Pox had been coiupcllcd to abandon the idea 
of stopping the supplies, from the evident reluctance of some 
of his supporters to go to that extreme length, yet his failure 
in that attempt did not discourage him from endeavoring to 
sound their sentiments respecting a short mutiny bill ; well 
knowing that a mutiny bill passed from month to month, would 
make a dissolution of parliament impossible. Accordingly he 
took the first opportunity in his power, as we have Just seen, 
of mentioning the subject, as it were incidentally ; and, on the 
following day, when he moved an adjournment, as soon as the 
house met, for the purpose of preventing the mutiny bill going 
into a committee till Tuesday, he more openl}'" avowed his 
opinion, that, under present circumstances, the bill ought not 
to extend to the usual term of a year. In support of his 
motion, he said, that he did not think it proper, that so impor- 
tant a bill, as that for punishing mutiny and desertion in the 
army, should be debated until the house should have taken 
some step to fill up and consummate the measures which had 
been lately adopted. He admitted, “ that a mutiny bill was un- 
questionably necessary, and that the house could not avoid 
passing it ; but though a mutiny bill must of necessity pass, it 
by no means followed, that it must be, in point of duration, 
equal to all those mutiny bills which had preceded : a bill for 
a month, or six weeks, would keep the army together, without 
calling upon the house to surrender a right, so very necessary, 
at that moment, for the preservation of its privileges." ... 
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. unconstitutional conduct, declared that an union of ' parties 

^ was now impossible, and lamented the disgrace , and ruin 
brought upon the country by the issue of this struggle, he 
moved*, as his last measure, “ that an humble representation 
be presented to his majesty, most humbly to testify the sur- 
prise an’d affliction of this house, on receiving the answer 
which his majesty^s ministers have advised to the dutiful and 
reasonable address of this house, concerning one of the most 
important acts of his majesty V government. — ^To express our 
concern, that when his majesty's paternal goodness has gra^ 
ciously inclined his majesty to be sensible of the advantage to 
be derived from such an administration as was pointed out in 
our resolution, his majesty should still be induced to prefer 
the opinions of individuals, to the repeated advice of the 
representatives of the people in paifliament. assembled, with 
respect to the means of obtaining so desirable an end.~To . 
represent to his majesty, that a preference of this nature is as 
injurious to the true interests of the crown, as it is wholly 
repugnant to the spirit of our free constitution; that systems 
founded on such a preference are not, in truth, entirely new 
in this country; that they have been the characteristic features 
of those unfortunate reigns, the maxims of which are now 
justly and universally exploded; while his majesty, and his 
f oyal progenitof s, have been fixed in the hearts of their people, 
and have commanded the respect and admiration of all 

* It being generally understood, that Mr. Fox intended, on this day, to make 
his last motion on the present state of political afiairs, such anxious curiosity was 
excited, that the gallery of the house of commons was full by eleven o’clock, five 
or six hours before the debate was expected to begin. 
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the nations of the eartli, by a constant and uniform attention 
to tlie advice of their commons, however adverse such 
advice may have been to the opinions of the executive ser- 
vants of the crown. — ^To assure his majesty, that we neither 
have disputed, nor mean, in any instance, to dispute, much 
less to deny, his majesty’s undoubted prerogative of appointing 
to the executive otlices of state, such persons as to liis majesty’s 
wisdom shall seem meet ; but, at the same time, that we must, 
with all humility, again submit to his majesty’s royal wisdom, 
that no administration, however legally appointed, can serve 
his majesty, and the public, with eilect, which does not enjoy 
the confidence of this house. — That in his majesty’s present 
administration we cannot confide ; the circumstances under 
which it was constituted, and the grounds upon which it conti- 
nues, have created just suspicious in the breasts of his faitliful 
commons ; that principles are adopted, and views entertained, 
unfriendly to the privilege of this house, and to the freedom 
of our excellent constitution ; that Ave have made no charge 
against any of them, because it is their removal, and not their 
punishment, which Ave have desired ; and that Ave humbly con- 
ceive, Ave are Avarranted, by the antient usage of this house, 
to desire such removal Avithout making any charge Avhatever ; 
that confidence may be prudently Avithheld, Avhere no criminal 
process can be properly instituted: that although Ave have 
made no criminal charge against any individual of his 
majesty’s ministers, yet, Avith all humility, Ave do conceive, that 
Ave have stated to his majesty, very distinct objections, and 
very forcible reasons, against their continuance. — That Avith 
regard to the propriety of admitting either the present 
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ministers, or any other persons, as a part of that extended aiid 
^ united administration, which his majesty, in concurrence with 
the sehtipaents of this house, considers as requisite, it is 
a point upon which we are too well acquainted with the bounds 
of our duty,. to presume to offer any advice to his majesty ; 
well knowing it to be the undoubted prerogative of his 
majesty to appoint his ministers, without any previous advice 
from either house of parliament ; and our duty humbly to 
offer to his majesty our advice, when such appointments shall 
appear to . us to be prejudicial to the public service.~To 
acknowledge, with gratitude, his majesty^s goodness in not 
considering the failure of his recent endeavors as a final bar 
to. the accomplishinent of . the gracious purpose which his 
•majesty has in view; and to express the great concern and 
mortification^ with which we find ourselves obliged to declare, 
that the consolation which we should naturally have derived 
from his majesty^s most gracious disposition, is considerably 
abated by understanding, that his majesty's advisers have not 
thought, fit to suggest to his majesty, any farther steps to 
remove, the difficulties which obstruct so desirable an end.— 
To recall to his majesty's recollection, that his faithful com- 
mons have already submitted to his majesty, most humbly, 
but most distinctly, their opinion upon this subject ; that they 
.can have no interests but those of his majesty, and of their 
.constituents ; whereas it is heedless to suggest to his majesty's 
wisdom and discernment, that individual advisers may be 
actuated by very different motives.~To express our most 
unfeigned gratitude for his majesty's royal assurances, that he 
does not. call in question the right of this, house, to offer their 
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advice to his majesty on every proper occasion, touching the 
exercise of any branch of his royal prerogative; and of his 
majesty's readiness, afc all times, to receive such advice, and 
to give it the most attentive consideration. — To declare 
that we recognize in these gracious expressions, those excel- 
lent and constitutional sentiments, which we have ever been 
accustomed to hear from the throne, since the glorious era 
of the revolution, and which have peculiarly characterized 
his majesty, and the princes of his illustrious house ; but, to 
lament that these most gracious expressions, while they inspire 
us with additional affection and gratitude toAvards his majesty's 
royal person, do not a little contribute to increase our suspi- 
cions of those men who have advised his majesty, in direct 
contradiction to these assurances, to neglect the advice of his 
commons, and to retain in his service an administration, whose 
continuance in office we have so repeatedly and so distinctly 
condemned. — To represent to his majesty, that it has antiently 
been the practice of this house to Avithhold supplies until 
grievances Avere redressed ; and that if Ave were to folloAV this 
course in .the present conjuncture, we should be Avarranted in 
our proceeding, as well by the most approved precedents, as 
by the spirit of the constitution itself; but if, in consideration 
of - the very peculiar exigencies of the times, Ave should be 
induced to Avave for the present the exercise, in this instance; • 
of our. undoubted legal and constitutional mode of obtaining 
redress, that Ave humbly implore his majesty not to impute 
our forbearance to any want of sincerity in our complaints, of 
distrust in the justice of our. cause. — ^That we knoAV, and are 
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necessary objects of government, and dangerous b}'" its ex- 
ample, to the liberties of tlie people*/' 

This motion, after a debate of considerable length, was car- 
ried by a majority of only one, the numbers being 19I and 
190 ; and it was then ordered, without a division, that the 
representation should be presented to his majesty, by such 
members as were privy counsellors. 

Mr. Pitt sent to his majesty, at Windsor, an account of what 
had passed this day in the house of commons, and received the 
following answer : “ hlr. Pitt’s letter is, undoubtedly, the most 
satisfactory I have received for many months. An avowal on 
the outset, that the proposition held forth is not intended to go 
farther lengths than a kind of manifesto; and then carrying it 
by a majority of only one, and the day concluded with an 
avowal, that all negotiation is at, an end, gives me every 
reason to, hope, that by a firm and proper conduct, this faction 
will, by degrees, be deserted by many, and at length be forgot. 
T shall ever Avith . pleasure consider, that by the prudence, as 
well as rectitude, of one person, in the house of commons, this 
great change has been effected;' and that he will ever be. able 
to. reflect with satisfaction, that in having supported me, he.has 
saved the constitution, the most perfect of huinan formation.’’ j 
On the following day the house went into a committee upon 
the, mutiny bill ; and when the chairman came to the, clause 
which related to the duration of the bill, the secretary at war 
moved, that the blank should be filled up with the words. 

Whatever difference of opinion there may be upon the sentiments and 
principles contained in this representation, every one must, I think, admire it as 
a composition. ’ . • ^ 
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charge, by voting for a long mutiny bill, and thereby putting 
it in the power of ministers to dissolve parliament ; a measure, 
which, for some time past, he had been endeavoring to pre- 
vent. He Avas willing to let ministers run their mad career ; 
he was convinced, that a dissolution would be ruinous ; but tlie 
commons were conquered, and it Avould be in vain for him to 
oppose a triumphant minister, full of confidence in the troops 
that surrounded him. He had once, he said, given a descrip- 
tion of the forces that opposed the present administration ; he 
would now, with the leave of the house, describe those that 
were led by the right honoi'able gentleman on the treasmy 
bench. The first might be called his body guard, composed of 
light 3'oung troops, Avho shot their little arrows with amazing 
dexterity against those who refused to swear allegiance to their 
chief. The second might be called. the corps of royal volun- 
teers, staunch champions for prerogative, ever ready to fall 
A\dth determined valor upon those who should dare to oppose 
privilege to prerogative. The third was a legion composed of 
deserters, attached to their leader. by no other principle than 
that of interest, and Avho, after having deserted to him from that 
principle, would desert from him upon the same grounds, Avhen 
they saw their interest would , suffer, if they should stand by 
him. Such Avere the component parts of the army, Avhich had 
triumphed over the house of commons, and conquered the 
constitution.” He then gave, an account of the unsuccessful 
attempts made to effect an union of parties, in Avhich he had 
taken aii active share. 

Mr. Pitt began his reply to this speech, by observing, that, 
“ as the mutiny bill was the subject under consideration, he 
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was ready to admit, (!uU tlie military picture, wliicU i\rr. Powys 
had been pleased to draw, was peculiarly proper for exhibition 
on lliat dayl 'I'lie iionoral)l(3 gentleman, lie said, had amused 
himself and the Iiouse, by describing the ditferent corps that 
supported' administration. lie was certainly much in the ri'dit 
to display his talent at descri})tion, for whicli he was so well 
(jualiiied ; for, having once described the opposite army, while 
lie opposed it, it was now fit that he should describe that which 
he at present o))])osed, but which he formerly fought with. Jle 
(Mr. Powys) was resolved to shew liow able he could appear 
on either side of the (juestion ; and with what powers of 
ehujiumce, he could, without any visible cause, oppose an 
administration, wliich he had once supported. The lirst corps, 
the iiouse was told, was composed of light archers, who shot 
their little arrows with great dexterity : probably the honorable 
gentlemans armor had not been so strong as to be proof 
against the darts of these archers ; for these little arrows, which 
he atfcctcd so much to despise, seemed to have galled him not 
a little. As to tlie prerogative volunteers, who formed the 
second band, he was proud of their support, because neither 
they nor he could be fond of the prerogative without being 
fond of the constitution, for the prerogative was part of it : nor 
could he, for the same reason, be an enemy to the house of 
commons, which was a part of the constitution ; and, conse- 
quently, to him an object of veneration. He could not conceive 
why the honorable gentleman should call the third band 
deserters, merely because they did not think proper to go 
tlie lengths to wliich others were hurrying the house. The 
lionorable gentleman had an opportunity of knowing the secrets 
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of the enemy; for, having served in both armies, and havihg ohai*. iv. 
undertaken the task of negotiating, he was able to do his . 
friends signal service, by the information lie might collect as 
a spy, while he enjoyed the privileges and immunities of an 
ambassador. The honorable gentleman had stated what he 
called the debtor and creditor side of the account in the nego- 
tiation for an union. It might, perhaps, suit his ideas to state 
the business as a matter of barter ; but as tlie only object he 
(Hr. Pitt) had in the transaction, was the public good, he conr 
sidered riot what men would give or gain, but what would 
promote the prosperity of the coimtiy.” 

Mr. Powys appeared much annoyed by the sarcastic severity 
of this speech, arid, rising with great warmth, desired to know, 
whether by appljdng the word spy to him, Mr. Pitt meant to 
charge him with any dishonorable conduct. Mr. Pitt assured 
him, that he did not ; his only intention being to convey the 
idea, that as the honorable gentleman had served in both armies, 
he knew the secrets' of both, as well as any spy cpuld. The 
words proposed by the secretary at war, were adopted without 
a division ; and no observation was made on the remaining- 
parts of the bill. • 

It might have, been expected, that in this momentous 
struggle the people would have sided with Mr. Pox, who was 
supported by a iriajority of tlieir representatives, and who pro- 
fessed to be contending for the power and influence of that branch 
of the legislature, which was chosen by the people themselves. 

But, in this instance, the natural jealousy in the public mind, 
respecting the consequence of the house of commons, gave 
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cHAi*. IV. way to more powerful considerations. Lord North and 
, . iMr. Loxhad, by their coalition, brought upon themselves no 

small degree of public odium; and the India bill, the first 
fruits ol that coalition, was, as soon as it was understood, 
universally condemned. Every unprejudiced person now saw, 
that, by the former, political .sentiment and private feeling 
were sacrificed to the gratification of ambition ; and that, by 
the latter, the fundamental principles of the constitution were 
violated, and the most valuable rights of Englishmen tlu-eatened 
with destruction. The violence and animosity with which 
hlr. Fox and his parlixans acted, in the house of commons, after 
they were dismissed from ollice, and their reiterated attempts 
to compel their sovereign to reinstate them in power, in’ con- 
tradiction to his acknowledged prerogative, added greatly to 
their unpopularity, and afforded Mr. Pitt an opportunity of 
displaying qualities which gradually raised him to the highest 
pitch of estimation and confidence with all ranks tmd descrip- 
tions of persons. Never was there a period when the national 
opinion Avas more strongly or more generally expressed. Almost 
every county, city, and considerable corporation in the king- 
dom, not under the immediate influence of the adverse interest, 
presented addresses to the throne, in which they returned 
their wannest thanks to his majesty for dismissing his late 
ministers from his service, and declared their firm resolution 
to support him in the defence of the lawful rights of his crown. 
Mr. Pitt , also received numerous addresses containing the 

* In looking over jVIr. Pitt’s papers, I have found 36 of these addresses, and 
there were many others which were'not preseiTed.' ' 



most decided approbation of his conduct, and urging him to 
persevere in maiulaining the true principles of the .British 
conslitulion. 

Thus had Mr. Pitt the satisfaction of seeing Ins own pre- 
dictions, relative to ^^r. Pox's India bill, its author, and its 
supporters, completely fulfilled ; and, being convinced that 
the time was now arrived, when he might appeal to the people 
with the greatest probability of a favorable result, he deter- 
mined to advise the dissolution of parliament, as soon as the 
state of public business would permit. 

The house continued to meet every day, and the usiuil 
motions relative to the supplies, were sullered to pass without 
any impediment or interruption. Nor was any farther remark 
made upon the mutiiu' bill, in its remaining stages. .Mr. Po.x, 
and his party, perhaps hoped, that by accjuiescing in the 
measures of government, they might induce Mr. Pitt not to 
dissolve parliament ; or, that the country might consider a dis- 
solution, if it took place after all opposition was withdrawn, 
as a needless and improper exercise of the prerogative, 
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tion; and his motion was negatived by 141 to 93; Mr.' Pitt 
, voted in the minority. ; ' ■ ' ' 

Nothing afterwards occurred in the house of commons, de- 
serving' of notice till the 22d, when, upon the secretary of 
war’s moving the order of the day, for going into a committee 
on the estimates of the extraordinaries of the army, sir Grey 
Cooper mentioned the report arid general expectation,’ that 
parliament, would soon be dissolved. He said, that such 
a measure would be daring and unwarrantable, under present 
cii’cumstances ; that though the army had been voted, it could 
not be legally paid, until an appropriation act should have 
. passed ; and that if ministers did venture to dissolve parliament, 
and’ to pay the army, without being authorized so to do, by an 
act of the legislature, it would be an infraction of the bill of 
rights, and a violation of the constitution, for which they must 
have a bill of indemnity. Mr. Harrison said, that there was 
now no pretence for a dissolution, as Mr. Fox and his friends 
had desisted from opposing the measures of administration. 
Mf.PIussey desired to know, whether parliament was to be 
dissolved this week. Mr. Pitt took no notice of these observa- 
tions; and questions, and. the supply was voted. ■ 

■ On the following day,: when the question was put for bringing 
lip the report of the committee of supply^ Mr. Eden, _ lord 
' North j and general Conway, successively mentioned the -ex- 
pected dissolution of parliament, and stated a variety of 
objections to it, of a public nature, relying principally on the 
want of an appropriation act. . But no notice being- taken of 
these observations, lord North rose again, and asked, - if par- 
liament should be dissolved, upon what authority ministers 



would issue money for the subsistence of tlio army, in the 
month of i\Iay ? i\lr. Pitt still remained silent; and it being 
found impossible to obtain any answer from him, tlic report 
was sutfered to be brought up. lie had in fact previously and 
fully considered all the dilliculties and objections urged 
against a dissolution, on this and the preceding day, and was 
satisfied that there was no dilliculty which might not be 
^ obviated, nor any objection of sullicient weight to prevent 
a measure, in other respects so highly desirable ; but he did 
not think it necessary to enter into any explanation at present. 
He was determined to take upon liimself tlie responsibility, 
both of the dissolution itself, and of issuing money for the 
payment of the army, and for the discliarge of every other 
public service ; and he was prepared to justify the whole of 
his conduct to the new parliament, if it should be made the 
subject of inquiry, being himself convinced that a bill of 
indemnit}' would not be necessary. 

On the 24th, the king went to the house of lords; and after 
giving the royal assent to scvei-al bills, he delivered the 
following speech from the throne : 

“ My lords, and gentlemen, 

“ On a full consideration of the present situation of aflairs, 
and of the extraordinary circumstances which have produced 
it, I am induced to put an end to this session of parliament,. 

I feel it a duty, which I owe to the constitution, and to the 
country, in such a situation, to recur as speedily as possible, 
to the sense of my people, by „ calling a new parliament. 
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I trust that this measure will tend to obviate the rnischiefs 
, arising from the unhappy divisions and distractions which have 
lately subsisted; and that the various important objects, 
which will require consideration, may be afterwards proceeded 
upon with less interruption, and with happier effect, lean 
have no other object, but to preserve the true principles of - 
our free and happy constitution,, and to employ the. powers 
intrusted to me by law, for the only, end, for which they were 
given, the good of my people/' 

The dissolution accordingly took place the next day, the 
25th, of March, and the new parliament was summoned. to 
meet on the 18th of May. 

Thus ended a contest, which, at the same time that it decided 
the great constitutional point, at issue, may justly be con- 
sidered as the crisis of Mr. Pitt's political life. It was his. 
main struggle with Mr. Eox, for superiority. It was to deter- 
mine, which of the two should be the minister of the country. 
This contest was so extraordinary in its origin and nature, so 
highly interesting from the importance of the questions dis- 
cussed, and the result which it produced, and afforded so much 
insight into the character of Mr. Pitt, that I shall add a few ob- 
servations to the circumstantial detail already given, .although 
it will lead me to speak upon subjects of great delicacy, and 
perhaps in some instances to repeat what has been already said. 

The rejection of Mr. Pox's India bill by the house, of loi'ds, 
which was attributed to the intimation of his majesty's sentir 
ments, through lord Temple, laid the foundation,, of this 
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memorable contest. It may bo true, that, according to the 
theory of our constitution, the ditlerent branches of tlie legis- 
lature ought not to interfere with each other; and, as every 
law must have the consent of all the three branches, this inter- 
ference, where the rejection of a legislative measure is con- 
cerned, is as unnecessary, as, strictly speaking, it is unconsti- 
tutional. No one, however, will deny, that an interference of 
tins kind, between individual members of the two houses of 
parliament, has, in reality, always existed, a mutual intluence, 
or at least an intluence of members of the house of lords over 
members of the house of commons, being impossible to bo pre- 
vented ; and it is also certain, that the wishes of the kingj 
whenever they have been made known, have always influenced 
die votes of a certain number of peers, particularly those 
employed about his person, which is ecjually unavoidable. 
Practice therefore is, and must be, in this instance, in direct 
opposition to the speculative principles of our form of govern- 
ment. The interposition in question, which was so loudly 
complained of, with a view to catch popular prejudice, cannot 
surelj’’ be thought unreasonable, when the long disuse of the 
royal prerogative, in withholding assent to acts which have 
passed the other two branches of the legislature, and the 
objections there may be to its revival, are fairly considered. 
If the king be neither to exercise his negative, nor to express 
his opinion upon any measure depending in parliament, his 
concm-rence in making laws is a mere form, and' he becomes 
a- cypher in the government of the country ; or, in the emphatic 
words of Mr. Pox, he is “ a captive on his throne, and the first 
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slave in his own dpminions 'Even if a measure be rejected; 
, by- either house of parliament through the influence of the king", 
who.sees.reasdn: to disapprove it, it can scarcely be; said, that' 
the spirit of the constitution is violated, since every act . of the; 
legislature is supposed to have his majesty^s free, consent and. 
real approbation. Peers have ever been considered as hereditarv 
counsellors to the king, and it is universally admitted, that, both 
collectively and individually, they have a constitutional right 
to give advice to their sovereign ; but where can be the wisdom 
or advantage of such a privilege, if his majesty has not the 
means of following the advice which he may receive ? And. 
what other • means can he have, especially where the; advice 
relates to measures proposed by his ministers, and requiring 
the sanction of the legislature, than the public exercise of his 
negative, or the private declaration of his sentiments.? 

; The sudden removal of Mr. Fox and his colleagues from 
oflice, gave rise, as we have seen, to a variety of imputations 
concerning secret advisers of the king, as' if there' were a set of 
men, in no responsible situations, to whose advice his majesty 
was accustomed to listen, An matters of state, and in confor- 
mity to which the ostensible ministers were^ expected. to act. 
The idea was first mentioned in an early part of the late reign, 
when' changes in, administration were frequent ; and seems to 
have, originated with those, who were conscious of not enjoy- 
ing the royal favor, from a desire of exciting a popular cry 
against their more fortunate rivals. It obtained a. certain 
degree of credit, and was resorted to, in some cases, with con- 
* Parliamentary Register, vol. 12 , p. 439. ; 
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sicierable effect. There is, however, no reason to think, that chap, iv, 
there were in reality any such persons. Lord North, ’ during . . 

this contest, acknowledged, that, while in his majesty’s service, 
he never experienced, any private control, or interference in the 
measures of government ; and Mr. Pitt, hot only during this 
contest, but also towards the end of his life, made the same 
declaration. And as the administrations of lord . North and 
Mr. Pitt, extended over a period of more than thirty years, 
it is incredible, that any influence of the nature alluded to,' 
had it existed, should have escaped their notice. Short pos- 
sessors of power were the persons, who complained of secret 
influence ; and they could not attribute their dismissal from' 
office, to a cause less wounding to their pride. A king is not 
to be supposed destitute , of human affections, incapable of 
forming opinions, or insensible to those motives, which govern 
the rest of mankind in their , intercourse with the world, or in 
the management of their respective concerns. 'He may think 
well or ill of those, whose conduct he has had an opportunity 
of witnessing or knowing; he may believe one man better, 
qualified to promote the welfare and happiness of his people, 
and to raise the honor and glory , of his kingdom, than another : 
he may have noticed in an individual, highly gifted perhaps 
with .natural talents, the avowal of such public . principles, 
united with such licentiousness of private character, that he 
could not, with safety to the constitution, entrust him with any 
considerable share of political power; and he may possibly 
have remarked in the saine individual, such a readiness on all 
occasions to speak of his sovereign .with marked disrespect and 
personal asperity, that he could not, feeling as a man, with 
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comfort to hira.self, uclinit him to his contkicuce: ho mav Ca* 
convinced, that, under exiting c^relun^tan^e 5 , a particular 
i3'stem of foreitin politics ouitht to he piir>uod, that ^0Jue 
material alteration ought to be introduced in the ma.nagernent 
of his distant dominions, or, that certain regulations respecting 
the internal government of the country, ouglit to be adopted, — 
In any of the.se cases, or in promoting any of these ohjecti. he 
may be following his own deliberate and dispa.^sionate judg- 
ment, and acting from the purest motives, and with the best 
intentions, in the appointment or disinis.sal of ministers, or in 
the exercise, of any other acknowledgetl prerogative, sviuh: he 
is accused of yielding to unconstitutional iiUiuence, private 
inlriiiue, or gruundlexs prejmlice. Besides, if secret advisers 
did exist in llie late reign, wlio were they ! PerMUis of their 
conse(}Ui‘nce could not li>ng have remained unknown. There 
luur^i also have been a succt^^^it)n of them, in the eom ie of tiftv 


yirars. 'The favorites of priina-s are soi.in detected bv the 
jealous eye of rival candidates, and are tlrawn into muice hv 
riehe.s.or ho!njr>, or .mme public mark of royal favor. Nothing 
iff tin*' kind occurretl in the long reign of in‘s late mai' sty. 
Wv may, therefore, consider o-erel inliuetu-e a.^^ a bugbear,' 
Ua •* the catehwurd of a party, to .uuu.h- the credulou.'. sulg.',r, 
and to rai'-.e di.aauUent agaiu'>t the ;-overt'igu and cert. sin tinli* 
viiisials, a.nd “ ,si PU', believed even bv th.oic who were 
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It was unequivocally admitted, in the course of this contest;, 
that the house of commons had a right to advise the king 
respecting the exercise of any of his royal prerogatives ; but it 
was contended, on the other hand, that his majesty, on his 
part, had a right to act or not to act, in conformity to that 
advice. The word advice implies a right in the party advised, 
to accept or reject the advice. If there be not that right, 
instead of advice, it becomes command. In every instance of 
advice, coming from a quarter authorijied to olfer it, the 
person, to whomdt is offered, is indeed bound to weigh and 
consider it impartially and dispassionately ; but he is supposed 
competent, and at full liberty, after such deliberation, to judge 
and decide, whether it ought to be followed or not. In most 
cases it may be desirable, that the king should follow the 
advice which he receives from the house of commons ; but to 
say, that in no possible case the king ought to act contrary to 
the advice of the house of commons, is to place the king under 
the absolute control and direction of that house, to require 
him implicitly to do whatever it shall dictate, to forbid the 
free exercise of the functions vested in him by law, to annihi- 
late all substantial authority in one branch of the legislature, 
and to pass over a second, as totally unworthy of any regard 
or consideration, as it was voted to be in the republican days 

his father, lord Bute, writes thus : — “ He does, therefore, authorize me to say, that 
he declares, upon his solemn word of honor, he has not had the honor of waiting 
on his majesty, but at his levee or drawing room ; nor has he presumed to offer 
any advice or opinion concerning the disposition of- offices, or the conduct of 
measures, either, directly or indirectly, by himself or any other, from the time when 
the late duke of Cumberland was consulted in the arrangement of a ministry in 
1765, to the present hour.” . - • ■ ' 
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of the seventeenth century.; . If fhe king were under, an obli- 
gation. to take such ministers, as the house of commons, directly 
or. indirectly, should choose to recommend, the appointment of 
ministers would virtually be in the house of commons ; and the 
democratic part of our government would gain an ascendancy, 
;which was‘ never intended by its framers, or recognized at any 
' period of our history, as a genuine principle of the British 
constitution. It seems, therefore, clear, that, the king had an 
undoubted legal right to reject the advice given him by the 
house of commons, in this contest respecting the dismissal of 
his ministers; and the only remaining question is, whether 
circumstances were such as to justify his majesty in the rejec- 
tion of that advice? . ' ' 

Upon this point it is first to be remarked, that Mr. Pitt had 
been so recently appointed to his office, that it was literally 
impossible for him to have been guilty of any misconduct as 
njinister; "nor was any thing of that kind imputed to him by 
the house of commons, in their resolutions, or addresses to 
the king. His majesty noticed this circumstance, in one of his 
answers ; and therefore it being obvious, that the objection to 
Mr.- Pitt proceeded solely from the prevalence of party spirit, 
his niajesty saw no sufficient ground for the immediate reversal 
of his own confessedly legal and constitutional act. Had 
the king dismissed his ministers, upon the first appearance of 
a majority against them, he must again have admitted into his 
counsels, lord North and Mr. Fox, whom he had lately removed 
from his service, in consequence of their having brought for- 
ward a bill for the government of India, which, if it had passed 
into a law, would have created a power unknown to the 
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constitution, and would materially, have interfered with the chatmv. 
acknowledged rights -of the sovereign. Subsequently to -the v 
failure of that bill, Mr. Pox had repeatedly and eagerly defended 
its principle, arid had announced his intention, and indeed 
obtained formal leave,, to introduce another bill, similar to itdn 
all its fundamental and essential provisions. The king, therefore, 
felt it to be'a duty, which he owed , to his own station, and tp 
the country, not to allpw the return of Mr. Pox and his friends, 
to the exclusive enjoj’^ment of power, which must have been 
followed by the passing of this unconstitutional and dangerous 
measure.' It.clearly appears indeed,' from the king's letters to 
Mr. Pitt, that throughout this struggle, his majesty considered 
himself as defending his own just rights, and the vital prin- 
ciples of the constitution, against, what he himself callpd 
a desperate and unprincipled faction 'V" — “ an opposition as 
unprincipled and mischievous as ever embroiled the affairs: of 
any country.” He did, however, afterwards . so far comply with 
the wishes of the house of commons^ as to, declare his reacliness 
to adinit the late ministers ' into office jointly with' Mr. Pitt ; 
but he refused; as a, preliminary step,' to disrniss'Mr. Pitt and 
his colleagues, riot thinking it right to leave the country without 
an administration,' and justly observing, that if there, were 
any real ground for their removal, it should equally operate 
as a reason for not. admitting them again into office. His 
majesty could not but be convinced, tha.t if the late .ministers 

■ ' ^ In a letter,- dated ■ February the i8th,: his' majesty; said, to Mr. Pitt, “Mr.;Pitt 
may depend upon my being heartily ready to adopt vigorous measures, as I- think 
the’ struggle is really no less than my being , called- upon; to stand Forth in defence 
of the constitution against. a most desperate and unprincipled faction.” 

VOL. I. X X 
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had been sincer% desirous of a junction with Mr. Pitt, upon 
fair principles, and really disposed to act with him cordially 
arid zedously, the meeting for the purpose of discussing a new 
arrangement^ would riot have been prevented by the frivolous 
bbj ectidhs ilf ged hy the duke of Portland and Mr. Pox. 

It may be' farther remarked, that in rejecting the adfice iii 
'question, his majesty was not only supported by the declared 
sentiments of the house of lords, a branch of the legislature 
co-ordinate with the house of Coinmons; but the warm expres- 
sions of gratitude iri the addresses presented to. him from 
'every part of the kingdom, for the dismission of his late 
ministers, and of confidence in those now in office, afforded 
hiih the strongest' ground for, believing, that he was him- 
self acting in perfect conformity wdth the wishes of his 
subjects ; aiid that the representatives of the people were main- 
taining pfinciplesj and pursuing a line of conduct,’ in - direct 
contradiction to the will of the people themselves. Indeed 
without the approbation and concurrence of the public *, the 
king would scafcely have thought it expedient to resist the 
repeated applications of the house of commons. Nor would 
even the joint support of the house of lordsi and of the people, 
have availed, unless Mr. Pitt had possessed, not oiily'very su- 
perior talents for debate, but a firmness arid composure -j', which 

* The king, in writing to Mr. Pitt, on the szand of February, and referring to the 
answer which he was to give to the address of the house of 'commons,' voted oh 
the 20th, said, “ I trust that while the answer is drawn up with civility, it will be 
a clear support of my- OTvn rights, which the addresses frdm all parts oTthe king- 
dord; shew me the people fee! essential to their liberties.” . i / . 

dr Upon one occasion, his majesty wo te to Mr. Pitt, “ I cannot conclude with- 
out expressing my fullest approbation of the conduct of Mr. Pitt, bn Monday ; in 
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rendered ineffectual the rnpst violent ip.ersonal .attacks, arid the^ chap. lv; 
most irritating language, even Irememb.ered in , parliament, ^or; . 

indeed .which, can possibly be conceived. Though these attacks 
and ;this language were .continued through , a , series . of . eight 
weeks, it does not appear that he was once' off; his; guard ; or 
that, young; as :he ,was,'he , gave his adversaries an opportunity of 
taking, advantage of a single hasty, or; inconsiderate expression; 

With undaunte.d spirit; ;and; correct judgmeint he maintained 
the lawful rights, of the crown, ;without trenching upon the 
constitutional privileges of parliament. He gained the favor- 
of the people, while he ; defended the prerogative of the ; .king.- 
Loudly as his mode, of coming, into .office was complained of, 
and bitter as ; Wefe the invecti.ve^ against hirn, no one ventured 
to assert,; that any, step which, he had taken, or any opinion 
which he; had delivered, rendered lum unfit to serve;the public.; 

The utinost rancor of .party spirit could only require, .that ihe. 
should share political power with others; and even .the first 
department, in government was not; denied him by his most 
determined opponents. AH the reproaches, heaped upon him,; 
and all the accusations ; directed against him, were resolvable 
into this . simple fact, that he ws not supported by. a na^jority 
of the house of commons. ; And while his . enemies were. thuS; 
unable to fix upon him . any positive, charge of . a serious nature,- 
his abilities, his , temper, his discretion, his courage, and his 

particular Ills .employing a razor against his antagonistsi.andnevercondes.cending. 
to mil into that rudeness, which, though common in that house certainly nev.er 
becomes a gentleman ; if he proceeds in this mode of oratory, he iviil bring debates 
into a shape more creditable, and’ correct that, as well as I: trust many other e’vils, 
which time and temper can only effect.” ’ . . ' 

X X 2 
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' .principles,: becaiiie equally the objects of general prdse, and 

^ admiration. A ‘minister, retaining his situation against the- 
declafed sense of the house of commons, was a new eveint in 
our parliamentary history, since' the revolution ; and the asto- 
nishment, arising from 'the novelty and supposed impossibility 
of the case,, was greatly- increased, by the 'Consideration,, that 
the person who was carrying on this unexampled struggle, had 
hot yet completed his 35th year ;• and that he had, without the 
assistance of a single member of the cabinet, to contend 
with many persons of great abilities and experience, and par- 
ticularly with two, men of most distinguished talents, long 
accustomed to political warfare, who, after being for many 
years at the head of opposite parties, suddenly coalesced^ -for 
the purpose of forcing- themselves into power ; and who, being 
recently dismissed from officej were now endeavoring, with 
united strength, and by cordial co-operation, to seize the 
government a second time, against the will of their sovereign. 

Mr. Fox took the more active part ; and it is impossible for 
any one to read the debates, without admiring the ability and 
dexterity, with which he conducted the contest; He dwelt, 
with the most consuihmate art and ingenuity, upon topics cal- 
culated to procure himself favor with the house of comhaons, and- 
with the public, and to excite odium against hi^ opponents. 
He endeavored to persuade the house, that he was struggling 
for their importance, for maintaining their just and consti- 
tutional weight in the government of. the country; .and that 
his defeat would be followed by their loss of. all real power. 
He carried the house from step’ to step — from resolution to 
resolution — and from address to address, each stronger than 
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tlian' the piVcecling. He made an attempt, in the most cautious 
and least alarming manner, to withhold the supplies; and 
S^dien that failed, he suggested, with the same wariness, the 
idea of a short mutiny bill. He failed again ; but in both 
instances he contrived to hint at the proposal, and to abandon 
it, ANuthbut committing himself, or alienating those, whose good 
opinion he most wished to retain. He declaimed against 
secret influence, a subject to which public feeling is generally 
alive:; and described himself as a victim to court intrigue and 
private - cabal in consequence of his known . attachment to 
the cause of the people. He intimated, that the continuance 
of the present ministers in office, might lead to a repetition of 
those troubles and calamities, which, in the preceding century, 
had originated in a dispute bet\veen the king and his parlia- 
ment, and had ended in a civil war, and the overthrow of the 
constitution. He tried the effect, both of the keenest invective 
and of well-judged compliment, upon Mr. Pitt : he even made 
concessions respecting his favorite India bill, with the hope of 
gaining credit for a moderate and conciliatory spirit ; and 
that the whole blame of the present unsettled state of affairs . 
might be imputed to Mr. Pitt, he professed a Wish not to 
. exclude him from office, but declared himself ready to form, 
in conjunction with him, such an adininistration, as the situation 
of the country demanded. In publicly speaking of the gentle- 
men,' who met at the St. Alban’s tavern, arid in his private 
comriiunications with their committee, he managed with so 
much address, that he attached to him several persons, who • 
previously had not been; favorably disposed to his principles 
or conduct. And wheri he had exhausted all the means of 
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ciiAi', i.v. direct attack and active opposition, lie suffered public business 
^784- to. proceed- without impediment or molestation, with a view to 
prevent a dissolution of parliament, by exciting a belief that 
it was, not necessary to have recourse to that measure. . 

. Great, ^however, as was the skill with which Mr. Fox acted 
throughout the contest, his exertions proved unsuccessful as to 
their main object;, and his situation, at the end of the struggle, 
must have been truly, mortifying to an. ambitious man. .At 
an early period of his life, he engaged, as has been men- 
lioned, in an opposition to lord North, after having held office 
under him. ^ Every year increased his weight and importance 
in the house of commons. He became . confessedly the most 
powerful debater of his own party ; and, at length succeeded 
in : driving lord North from the helm of government. In 
less than a; twelvemonth from that .time, he prevailed upon 
this noble lord, who had been, prime minister for twelve years, 
and had numerous adherents, to join his standard, and to act 
a subordinate part to him, both in the cabinet and in parlia- 
ments , Mr. Eox, the foreign secretary of state, was suffered to 
frame; a plan, and . bring forward a bill, relative to our posses- 
sions in India,. which, according to-established rule, belonged 
to the department of lord North, the home secretary of state ; 
and in; : this, and . in every other business, he, acted :as: the first 
and efficient, minister, ; This measure, however objectionable, 
Avas,. sanctioned by .the most decided, majorities in the:house of 
commons. Mr. Pitt’s eloquence; was exerted, in: vain ; and 
3 \Ii'* Fox, after exposing the weakness of his opponents, carried 
his bill, with unusual marks of, triumph, to the house of lords ; 
not - doubting .but ; it , Avould pass that ; house, with the same 
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facility ; and anticipating, as ^ye;may suppose, that continuance chap. iv. 
of power, which it was the, object of the bill to secure. But, . , 

in the midst of these, apparently well-grounded hopes and 
expectations, he met with a sudden; arid complete disappoints- 
ment. The bill, was rejected by the house of lords= and; its 
author dismissed from his majesty’s service. Still, however, 

Mr. Fox. commanded a majority iii the house of commons^ 
with; which immense advantage he openly asserted, that ; his 
imriiediate return, to office was certain and inevitable ; and lie 
probably flattered hiiriself, that he should derive additional 
strength from the failure of the atteriipt to exclude him from 
power. He might; naturally imagine, that the youth and inex- 
perience of Mr. Pitt, would riot dare to resist a majority of 
the house of commons, to which every other minister had 
instantly yielded ; and he might hope, that Mr. Pitt’s acceptance 
of office under such circumstances, arid his compelled relinr 
quishment of it . after so short a time — a consequence which 
would then have been represented as obvious to every one but 
himself — would' fix upon him the imputation of rashness and 
presumption, and operate in a manner injurious to his charac- 
ter. Here Mr .-Fox. was again disappointed. He prevailed, in- 
deed, as far as a majority was concerned, in every motion which 
he made in the house of commons, for two kiccessive months/'^; 

* Mr. Fox and his friends, during this contest, carried fourteen motions against 
Mr. Pitt, upon "which the house divided j besides a great many other motions, 
upon which there was no division. ~ The dates of those divisions, and the numbers 
which voted, were as follow : 


January 12 ^ 232 to 193 

- majority 

-■ - 39 

* • — 1 - 196 to 142. 

- - do. - 

- -■ ;54 

16 . - 205..to 184 - 

r do., - 

- - , 21 

33 - 222 to 214 . - 

- . do. - 

.8 
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but the - "most hostile - resolutions against; ministers, and- the 
nio'st importunate ^ addresses to the throne, - equally failed 
of producing their- desired effect. . Mr. Pitt persevered, bbldi 
ly avowing his" determination " not to resign ; and his majesty 
was no less firm in refusing to dismiss him., ‘ In the mean 
time, the people gave the^ most unequivocal proofs of their 
approbation of Mr. PitPs conduct, and as strongly condemned 
that of his opponentsi Public opinion must ever affect 
the . votes of the house of commons. Mr. Pox^s majorities 
gradually decreased ; and the plain intimations, which he 
received from some of his most respectable supporters, con- 
vinced him, that if he proceeded to acts of greater ' violence, 
he should experience and proclaim the loss of that confidence, 
which had been his proudest boast, and the ground of all his 
pretensions. Unable, therefore, to take any farther step, 
without resource and without alternative, he felt himself under 
the humiliating necessity of giving up the contest, and of 


February 2 

223 to 204 - , 

majority 

- - 19 

3' 

211 to 187 - 

T - do. - 

" ■ .^4 

• 16 

r86 to 157 - 

- - do. - 

- - 29 

'18.'-. 

,208 to' ic)6 - 

- - do. 

- ■ - 12 

20 

; 197 to 177 - 

- - do. ■ - 

■ 

. ■ — - 

177 to 156 - 

- - do. - 

- -- 21. 

' • 27 - 

175 to i68 - 

- - do. - 

- - 7 

March - 1, , - 

, 201. to. 189 , - 

- ■ . do. , 

12 ' 

5 - 

171' to 162 

- - do. - 

9 

: 8 • - 

191 to 190 

- - ■ do. - , 

7 ■ - .1 . ^ 


Several of these debates were upon nearly the same question, and, in giving 
an account of them, the same opinions and arguments may in some instances have 
been repeated ; but it was. impossible,- without noticing every motion and debate, 
to convey an . adequate idea of the nature of the contest, or of the difficulties 
which Mr. Pitt had to encounter. . . 
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submitting to the rising fame and wonderful. talents of a man,: 
whose opposition, at the beginning of the struggle, he. had , 
considered as by no means formidable, and who, was. not. only 
much younger than himself, but of an age at which.no one had 
ever . before attained either the; same weight; in parliament, the 
same situation in government, or the ' same popularity in th^ 
country. And to complete Mr. Fox’s mortification, he could 
not but foresee, that tlie dissolution of parliament, which he 
had reason to expect would soon take place, must, in the 
present state of the public mind, still more diminish his own 
influence, and confirm the power of his rival. 

I am aware, that in the present and in the former chapters, 

I have frequently mentioned Mr. Pitt’s age; but as this i^ 
a peculiar and characteristic circumstance, clearly pointing 
out his superiority to every other political man that ever existed, 

I shall, I trust, be pardoned for the repetition. The most 
eminent statesmen, both in antient and in modern times, in 
this and in other nations, were scarcely known at the age of 25 ; 
and we have seen what situations Mr. Pitt filled, what powers 
he displayed, and what reputation he acquired, before he 
arrived at that period of life, fie was not only at once the 
accomplished orator, but exhibited such maturity of under- 
standing and correctness of judgment, with so perfect a know- 
ledge, of every subject, foreign and domestic, which came 
under consideration, and proved himself so entirely competent 
to all the arduous duties of his high station in the senate, in 
the cabinet, and in the detail of official business, without the 
preparation and experience which other men had invariably 
required, that his political opponent, lord North, pronounced 
von. I. Y Y 
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him “born a; minister j” and Mr. Gibbon declared, that; “ in all 
his researches in antient and modern history, he had no where 
met with his parallel,- who, at so young a period of life, had so 
important a trust reposed in him, which he had discharged 
with so much credit to himself, and with so much advantage to 
the kingdom/' 
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CHAPTER THE FIFTH: 

1784. 

3Ir.PUt elected for the University of Cambridge — Westminster Election — Meetr 
iiig of Parliament — Mr. Pitt’s Finance Measures — His India Bill — End of 
Session. 

A t the election for the city of London, one of the first which 
took place in consequence of the dissolution of parliamentj 
Mr. Pitt, without any previous communication with him, was 
put in nomination, and the shew of hands was declared to be 
in his favor ; but he declined the poll. He was much impor- 
tuned to stand for the city of Bath, which his father had 
represented, and likewise for several other cities and towns \ 
but all these invitations he. also declined, having, immediately 
after the dissolution, offered himself again for the university 
of Cambridge, Pie, and his friend' lord Euston, prevailed 
against Mr. John To^vnshend and Mr. Mansfield *, who had 
represented the university in the last parliament, and were 
now supported by all the interest and exertions of opposition. 
This was a great political triuinph to Mr. Pitt; and it was 
highly gratifying to his feelings, to be chosen to represent the 
place- of his education.. ISTumerous applications were made 
to him from different parts of the kingdom, to recommend 

* Mr. Townshend had been a lord of the admiralty, and Mr. Mansfield solicitor 
general, during the' coalition administration, and both had opposed Mr. Pitt in 
the late struggle. , Mr. Pitt had 334 votes, lord Euston 288, Mr. -Townshehd 267, 
and Mr. Mansfield 181. , ' ' ' ' • - , 
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candidates ; and so many contests terminated in favor of his 
^ friends, that upwards of 160 persons, who had voted againt 
him in the former parliament, did not obtain seats in this ; 
among whom were several gentlemen of the greatest influence, 
from private character, family connexions, and extensive pro- 
perty. In most counties, and in most boroughs, where the 
electors were independent, the pledge to support Mr. Pitt, 
in the house of commons, was sufficient to secure success 
against a competitor, known to be of opposite principles. The 
result of this general election was, at once a decisive proof of 
the weight possessed by the people, and of their loyalty to 
their . sovereign ; and it was afterwards urged as an argument 
against the necessity for a reform in parliament. 

The election for the city of W estminster attracted particular 
attention, and was the cause of much and interesting discussion 
in the new parliament. The candidates were, lord Hood, 
sir Cecil Wrajr, and Mr. Fox; the two former of whom were pro- 
fessedly attached to Mr. Pitt ; and sir Cecil Wray and Mr. Pox 
had represented Westminster in the last parliament. The 
.election began on the 1st of April, and lasted till the 17th of 
.May, when.it was closed by the high bailiff, who conceived he 
had no, right .to continue :the poll beyond the day on which 
{the writs were made returnable. ' Lord Hood was at the head 
■of- :the poll, r.and Mr. Fox had a majority of 335 above 
.sir , Cecil Wray, ".the -.numbers being for lord Hood, 6,694; for 
Mr. Fox, 6,233 ; and for sir Cecil Wray, 3,998.. There was 
strong reason to believe, ' that many of Mr. Foxy’s votes were 
^illegal, which induced sir, Cecil Wray to demand a scrutiny, 
and the high bailiff to grant iL ' The high- bailiff, therefore. 



unable to make a regular return, only certified to the sheriffs 
the above circumstances, with a declaration of his intention 
to proceed upon the scrutiny with all practicable dispatch. 
In the 'mean time, Mr. Fox took his seat for the Scotch 
boroughs of Tain, Dingwall, Dornock, Wick, and Kirkwall, 
for which he had been elected, through the interest- of 
sir Thomas Dundas. 

Parliament met on the 18th of May ; and upon the motion 
in the house of commons, for the choice of a speaker, Mr.- Fox 
took occasion to complain, that the representation of the 
people was incomplete, from the want of a return of two 
persons to serve for the city of Westminster ; and he gave 
notice, that, on the earliest possible day," the conduct of the 
high bailiff, which he called, unwarrantable ’ and criminal, 
would be brought under the consideration of the house. 
Mr. Pitt in reply, merely observed, that when the proper time 
should come for the discussion of the question, he had no 
doubt but it would receive the attention it deserved : in the 
mean while he' trusted, that the harsh epithets of the right 
honorable gentleman, would not have any influence upon the 
house, of excite any prejudice against the object of them. 

Gn the 19th, his majesty, after approving Mr. Cornwall, 
who had been unanimously chosen speaker,- delivered the 
following speech from the throne : 

“ My lords, and gentlemen, . 

“ I have the greatest satisfaction in meeting you in parlia- 
ment at this time, after, recurring, in so important a moment^ 
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to the ' sense of ray people. - I- have ' a just and confident 
^ reliance, that you are animated with the same sentiments of 
loyaltj^-i and the* same attachment to our excellent constitution, 
which I have had the happiness to see so fully manifested in 
every part of the kingdom. The happy; effects of such a dis-? 
position will, I doubt not, appear in the temper and wisdom 
of your deliberations, and in the dispatch of the important 
objects of public business, which demand your attention. 
If will afford me peculiar pleasure to find, that the exercise 
of the power intrusted to me by the constitution, has been 
productive of consequences so beneficial to my subjects, whose 
interests and ‘welfare are always nearest rny heart." r 

" • “ Gentlemen of the house of Commons," 

'• “ I hdve ordered the estimates of the current year to be 
laid before you, and I trust to your zeal and affection to make 
such provisions for their farther supply, and for the application 
of the sums granted in the last parliament, as may appekr, to 
be necessary. ■ 

“ I sincerely lament' every addition to the burthens of my 
people^, but they will, I am persuaded, feel the necessity^ 
after a long and expensive war, of effectually providing for 
the maintenance of the national faith, and our public credit, 
so essential to the power arid prosperity of the state." • 

“ My lords and gentlemen, 

“ The alarming progress of frauds in the revenue, aecom- 
panied in so 'many inrtances with violence, will not fail 'on 
every account to excite your attention. ' I must, at the same 
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time, recommend to your most serious consideration, to franie 
such commercial regulations as may appear immediately ^ 
necessaiy, in the present moment. The affairs of the East 
India company form an object of deliberation, deeply con- 
nected with the general interests of the country. AVhile you 
feel a just anxiety to provide for the good government of our 
possessions in that part of the world, you will, I trust, never 
lose sight of the effect which any-' measure, to be adopted' for 
that purpose, may have on our o^vn constitution, and our 
dearest interests at home. You will find me always desirous 
to concur with you, in such measures as maybe of lasting 
benefit to my people: I have no wish but to consult their 
prosperity, by a constant attention to every object of national 
concern, by a uniform adherence to the true principles of our 
free constitution, and by supporting and maintaining, in their 
just balance, the rights and privileges of every branch of the 
•legislature." 

- Several days being required, for swearing, in. the members, 
business did not begin in the house of commons till, the . 514th, 
on which day Mr. Lee* called the attention of the house; to 
the Westminster election, before the motion for an address; to 
his majesty, usual at the opening of every session : he com 
tended, that the high bailiff had acted contrary, to law, ip :not 
returning those two persons who had the majority of votes, 
when he finally closed the poll on the 17th of May ; and made 
a motion to that effect. Sir Lloyd Kenyon, master of, the ;ro.lls, 

* Mr. Lee had been first solicitor general, and then attorney general, during 
the coalition administration. - ’ • ...... 


CHAP. ,v. 

1784. 



CHAP. V. 

1784. 

t— - 


352 . 

objected to the motioiii as it censured; the conduct of the. high 
, bailiff, without giving him an . opportunity, of defending himself, 
lie maintained, that.the high bailiff was justified in not making 
a return, and in granting a scrutiny, there being no; other 
means of ascertaining which of the candidates had, a majority 
of legal votes ; . and. therefore moved. the. previous question, 
which, after short speeches from Mr. Pitt, Mr. Fox, lord North, 
and several other ni embers,: was. carried by a majority of 283 
to-136. ' Mr’ Lee^ -having .failed in obtaining an immediate 
return for the; city of Westminster, moved, that, the high bailiff, 
should appear at the bar. of the house of commons the next day, 
to which no objection was made.. 

This point being settled, Mr. Hamilton* moved an addmss 
to the king, in^answerto the speech from the throne, in. which 
he proposed to return his majesty thanks for the dissolution of 
parliament; a measure, to which his majesty had been graciously 
pleased to have recourse, in compliance with the earnest wishes 
of the people, who highly disapproved the conduct of the late 
house of commons.. In.moving this address, Mr. Hamilton 
spoke in-warm terms of commendation, .both . of the public and 
private character of Mr. Pitt, “ who, at a. most momentous 
crisis, had stood forward the successful champion of the con- , 
stitution, and in whom the fondest hopes of the , nation were 
justly reposed.” 

Lord Surry expressed his concern, . that he. could not assent 
to the whole of the address, which had been moved. He said, 
that it was far from his intention or desire , to find any fault 
.with, the panegyric, which the honorable mover of the address 
* Afterwards marquis of Abeycorn, 
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had thought proper to pronounce on the present minister. No 
man aclmn-ed the talents of that right honorable gentleman 
more than he did ; nor was there a person within those walls 
who more sincerely wished him a fair opportunity of displaying 
his great and distinguished abilities, with advantage to his 
country, and honor to himself: of his integrity he was fully 
persuaded; and of his determination to preserve his high 
character free from reproach and impeachment of every kind, 
he had not the smallest doubt. After this candid exordium, 
he proceeded to state objections to that part of the address, 
which returned thanks to his majesty for the late dissolution of 
parliament, and moved, by waj’’ of amendment, that it should 
be omitted. Several members, in supporting the original 
address, spoke of Mr. Pitt’s popularity ; and acknowledged 
that they owed . their elections to its being understood, that 
they were attached to his cause. Lord North, Mr. Pox, and 
Mr; Adam, supported the amendment, and argued for the 
omission of the objectionable clause, that the address might be 
voted unanimously. 

Mr. Pitt, rising at the end of the debate, said, that he was 
fully convinced of the importance of unanimity, and extremely 
desirous of procuring it, if real unanimity could be obtained j 
but he was not for purchasing a hollow unanimity, by blinking 
a.great constitutional question, and passing over the dissolution 
of the last parliament, when it was so clearly established, that it 
had given the most solid satisfaction throughout the kingdom. 
As, on -the one hand, he was not willing to blink that great 
question, for the sake . of the unanimity of an hour ; so, on the 
other, he was not afraid to state, fairly, how far he did c.onceiye 
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. ^784- came hereafter to discuss the circumstances of the dissolution; 

If it should appear, that, in the conduct of the dissolution, there 
had been any trifling irregularity or error, he should think, that 
the present address precluded any censure for such informality. 
“ But God forbid, that the address, or any thing else, should 
prevent any capital criminality, if criminality of that sort be 
suspected in the dissolution, from being fairly . brought out, 
fully investigated, and, if proved, punished with due seve- 
rity.” Having said this, he mentioned, .. among the fortunate 
events which had recently occurred, the final conclusion of the 
definitive treaty of peace with the states general. He next 
adverted to the various arguments which had been used in the 
debate, and by collecting them .severally from lord North, 
Mr. Adam, and Mr. Fox, and comparing the violences of the 
one with those of the other, threw an air of ridicule upon 
the whole. He took notice of Mr. Fox^s having had the firm- 
ness still to glory in his India bill, although he lost, what he 
risqued, his power and situation by it. He said, that this firm- 
ness was not to be sufficiently admired ; but, that Mr. Fox's 
declaring himself willing to bear: the responsibility, was a little 
ridiculous, because, in the next sentence, he declared the 
responsibility to amount to nothing, as he could not be made 
personally liable to punishment, for having merely- proposed 
a bill to parliament. The only responsibility the honorable 
gentleman was liable to, was -the responsibility of character, 
and responsibility at the tribunal, of the public. That sort of 
responsibility, Mr. Pitt observed, had already been brought to 
the test. Mr. Fox had been tried before, the tribunal of the 
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public, who had almost unanimously found him guilty. He 
,^so noticed what lord North had said of the last parliament, 
and owned, that if any thing could be a justification of that 
parliament, the noble lord had stated its single merit, which 
would, indeed, serve to cover a multitude of sins, namel}'’, that 
it had the virtue to put an end to his administration, and to the 
calamitous and ruinous war, which the noble lord had brought 
upon the country. He would not, he said, at that late houi'i 
attempt to argue the case ; but leaving it under the broad 
sliield which the noble lord had thrown over it, he would pror 
ceed to take notice of two or three observations, which had 
fallen from the right honorable gentleman opposite to him 
(Mr. Pox,) and from the right honorable gentleman’s fiiend be^ 
liind.him (Mr. Adam,) relative to the glorious check to . the 
career of ministers, as it was called, the Westminster election. 
The ingenuity of the learned gentleman, had found out, that 
the right honorable gentleman’s (Mr. Pox’s) election was 
almost unanimous, although they had that day been inquiring 
why no return had been made, and had learnt, that many thou- 
sands voted for two other candidates. But, said the learned 
gentleman, the , success was wonderful, considering that the 
right honorable gentleman had to contend with the powers of 
public office, with the powers of the East India company, 
and with what the learned gentleman was pleased to term, 
popular phrenzy. “ The right honorable gentleman,” . said 
Mr. Pitt, “ has to lament, . that he had to contend with' the 
powers of public office, because he endeavored to . subvert 
government. He has to lament, that he had to contend with, 
the East India company, because he endeavored, to seize upop 
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tteir property, and to violate their most sacred rights, sancr 
^ tioned by chaiters, and secured to them by statutes. And he 
has to lament, that he had to contend with what is termed 
popular phrenzy, because the people at large have seen and 
condemned his conduct. But what allies the right honorable 
gentleman had to fight for him, is not noticed. The degree of 
influence used in his favor, has not been observed upon; nor 
any respect paid to those charms which alone can supersede 
every other consideration among us all, and command unani- 
mity, when nothing else could command it/’ Having pursued 
.this vein of mixed sarcasm and ridicule, Mr. Pitt took notice of 
Mr. Pox’s glories not being confined to Westminster, but ex- 
tended to. the extremest corner of the island, to which the right 
honorable gentleman’s partialities had not formerly gone : 

V^£^ prima salutis. 

Quod mlnime reris, grai&. pandetur ab \irbe. 

* 

His success at Ross and Kirkwall ought not,, he thought, to 
be denied its share of praise it was well entitled to 

“ Pursue- the triumph, and partake the gale.” 

Mr; Pitt concluded his speech, by declaring, that he could 
pot consent; either at the price of unanimity, or tor any other 
.consideration, that any part of the address should be altered. 
A division took place, in which 114 voted for the amendment, 

, * Mr. Pitt alluded to certain ladies, more distinguished , for rank and beauty, 
than delicacy and propriety of conduct, -who had canvassed for Mr. Fox during 
•the .’Westminster contest. 





and GSa against it ; after which, the main question, for the 

address, was carried without a division. 

- This, and the former division upon the Westminster election, 
^utliciently indicated IMr. Pitt’s strcngtii in the new liouse of 
commons, fully justified the late dissolution, and proved his 
judgment, in waiting so long before he advised that measure. 
Had he, by yielding to the desire, which he could not but feel, 
of beiiif’- relieved from a house of commons so hostile to him, 
and in compliance as well with the wishes of his friends, as the 
fear, of his enemies, all of which must bo allowed to have 
been powerful incitements, dissolved parliament at an earlier 
period, he might indeed have gained a small majority, but not 
that decided superiority of numbers which he now obtained, and 
which he preserved, while he continued in office; his own cha- 
racter, both for talents and principles, would not in that case, 
have been so completely developed and established ; nor could 
he, which is a still more weighty consideration, have rendered 
those important services to his countiy, which he was now 
enabled to perform, by the confidence he had acquired, both in 
and out of parliament. The present situation of public affiiirs, 
and a succession of events which followed, required a strong, 
able, and energetic administration, to rescue the kingdom from 
the difficulties with which it was now surrounded, and to avert 
the dangers with which it was afterwards threatened, 

. The. negative given to lord Surry’s amendment, was consi- 
dered as so unequivocal an approbation of the dissolution, that 
no direct question was brought fonvard upon the subject by 
.opposition, and it was scarcely mentioned again during the 
session. 
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While Mr. Pitt was struggling against majorities of the house 
of commons, after the failure of his India bill, it was impossible 
for him to bring foiward any great public measure. . "As soon, 
however, as the new parliament met, having employed the in- 
termediate time in making preparations, he applied his utmost 
industry to compensate for the delay, which the violence of 
party had occasioned. . . 

Two subjects pre-eminently demanded immediate attention, 
the revenue of the countiy, and the affairs of the East India 
company. 

A brief statement respecting the situation of the revenue, 
will incontrovertibly prove, what has been already mentioned 
in general terms, that the national income did not supply the 
means of supporting even a moderate peace establishment. In 
the year ending January 5th, 1784, the permanent taxes pro- 
duced very little more than ten millions, which was nearly half 
a million less than the interest of the public ^ funded debt, the 
civil list, and the appropriated duties for the payment of which 
they were the only security. Besides these charges, the annual 
expences of army, navy, ordnance, and miscellaneous services, 
estimated at four millions were to be defrayed, for which 
there was no provision, except the land and malt taxes, voted 
every year, and producing only about two millions and a half. 
Erom this comparison of the actual- income, and unavoidable 
expenditure of the country^ including only the funded - part - of 
the public debt, it appears that there was a deficiency of almost 
* They in fact amounted to considerably more. ■ - 
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two millions a year in the revenue, ,^vhich was principally owing 
to the failure in the estimated produce of the taxes, imposed by , 
lord North, during the American war, There was also an enor- 
mous unfunded debt, the precise amount of which could not at 
present be ascertained, but which must necessarily be funded, 
and the interest provided for, so that the whole deficiency could 
not be considered as less than three millions a year, without 
any allowance for a sinking fund. To complete this melan- 
choly picture, it is to be added, that though peace had been 
firmly established - mOre , than a twelvemonth, . the three per 
cents were between 56 and, 57, scarcely higher than at the 
most unfavorable period of the war, and much lower than im- 
mediately after the signature of the preliminary ti’eaties. 

Under these circumstances, it was a matter of the most urgent 
necessity to improve the income of the country, and to raise 
public credit, which could only be elfected by making existing 
taxes more productive, and by imposing new ones. 

Mr. Pitt was convinced, that nothing would tend more 
directly to promote the former of those important objects, than 
the suppression of smuggling, which at this time prevailed to 
an alarming and almost incredible, extent, and seemed to be 
destroying the very vitals of the revenue. It was the chief 
source of the frauds so long and so loudly complained of ; and 
every endeavor to check its growth, had hitherto proved com- 
pletely ineffectual. , Porty thousand persons were supposed to 
be engaged, by sea and by land, in the various branches of this 
contraband trade, with large and connected capitals, from 
which an., immense profit' was derived. Vessels of a consi- 
derable size, some of 300 tons burden, lay out at sea, and 
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delivered their cargoes to colliers and other small vessels, 
, which landed the different articles along- the coast, where 
armed men were stationed to receive and protect them, till 
they were disposed of to the retail dealers. Thus did smugglers 
not only act contrary to law, but they set the law at defiance ; 
and' a more daring and desperate set of people never perhaps 
infested any civilized nation. They resisted any force sent 
against them; and both the property, and the persons of 
magistrates and of private individuals, who ventured to inter- 
rupt their illegal practices; were exposed to every species of 
revenge and injury. “ Not merely the revenue,” said captain 
'Macbride, is affected by smuggling, though that would be 
mischief enough ; but the agriculture and manufactures of the 
island are in danger of being ruined. Tlie farmers near the 
coast have already changed their occupation ; and instead of 
employing their horses in tilling the soil, they use them for the 
more advantageous purpose of carrying smuggled goods to 
a distance from the shore. The manufacturers will catch the 
contagion, and the loom and the anvil will be deserted. In 
former wars, the smugglers had not conducted: themselves as 
enemies to their country ; but in the late war, they enticed 
away sailors from the king’s ships, concealed such as deserted, 
gave intelligence to the enemy, and did every thing in their , 
power hostile to the interest of Great Britain.” 

' To remedy this great and increasing evil, Mr. Pitt thought 
it right, first to introduce a bill, which should be calculated to 
prevent smuggling in general, and then to propose regulations 
respectively applicable to those articles which were its - prin- 
cipal support. . c - , - 
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By the provisions of his general bill, the right of seizing 
vessels of a certain description, and under certain circum- 
stances with their cargoes, was extended from the distance 
of t^vof to four leagues from the coast; all forfeited vessels, 
“xcept such as might be fit for his majesty’s service, were 
directed to be destroyed, that they might not fall again into 
the hands of smugglers ; the building of vessels of certain 
dimensions and burden, which it was known were solely or 
chiefly used in smuggling, was prohibited ; armed vessels were 
not allowed beyond a certain distance from the coast, without 
licence from the admiralty; the rules respecting clearance 
were made much stricter than they had hitherto been, to guard 
against the practice of vessels sailing out of port in ballast, 
and afterwards being employed in smuggling ; and it was made 
a capital felony to shoot at or upon any ship, vessel, or boat, 
belonging to his majesty's navy, or in the service of the customs 
nr excise, or to shoot at or wound any officer of his majesty's 
navy, or revenue officer, or persons assisting them in ' the 
.execution of their duty. No objection was made to the prin- 
-ciple of this bill ; and in the debates which took place upon 

* “ Having on board any brandy or other spirituous liquors, in any vessel or 
cask, which shall not contain 6o gallons at the least (excepting only, for the use 
of the seamen then belonging to, and on board, such ship or vessel, not exceeding 
two gallons for each seaman,) or having on board any wine in casks (provided 
such ship -or vessel having wine on board, shall not exceed sixty tons burden,) or 
having six pounds weight of tea, or twenty pounds weight of coffee, or having on 
board any goods whatsoever liable to forfeiture, by any act of parliament, upon 
being imported into Great Britain.” 24 Geo. 3, c. 47, sect. 1 . 

+ By the Hovering Act, as it was called, which passed four years before, vessels 
might be seized within two leagues of the coast. 
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some of its clauses, the friends and the opponents of govesrn- 
inent shewed the same disposition to make it as effectual as 
possible. . It passed both houses, without a, single division, 
having received considerable improvement by the suggestions 
of different members of the house of commons. 

In aid of this general bill, Mr. Pitt brought forward two 
others, one of which was . directed against the contraband trade 
in tea, and the other in; spirits ; the two articles, in Avhich 
smugglers dealt by much the most largely. 

Tea, indeed, was called “ the staple of. smuggling and the 
following statement will shew, that it had a just claim to that 
appellation. 

From the most correct estimate which could be made, there 
was reason to think, that thii’teen millions'* of pounds of tea 
were annually consumed in this kingdom; and it was certain, 
that liot more than five millions and a half were sold by the 
East India company : seven millions and a half therefore were 
smuggled every year. So systematic was this trade become, 
that tea coinpanies were formed in the commercial towns upon 
the continent, for the purpose of supplying our smugglers; 
and the servants of our own East India company remitted to 
Europe their private fortunes, acquiind in India, by means of 
tea sent in foreign vessels, consigned to foreign companies, 
and afterwards.: smuggled into this country. There were sup- 
posed to be at this time, five millions of pounds of tea 

* About 19 millions of pounds were exported every year from China to Europe ; 
and consequently only 6 millions were consumed upon the whole continent; that 
is, not half the quantity consumed in England. 
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at Hamburgh, and three millions at Ostend, besides con- 
siderable quantities at other places, all destined for the 
smuggling trade of England. It was generally agreed, that 
while the present high duties upon tea, and consequently the 
great profits to smugglers, continued, it Avould be in vain to 
expect, that any law, however strict, or any punishment, how- 
ever severe, would materially check this mischievous but 
lucrative trade. The great difficulty was, to find that medium, 
which, while it defeated the purposes of the smuggler, by leav- 
ing him no inducement to go on with his fraudulent practices, 
should not take from the revenue more than was absolutely 
necessary to accomplish the object for Avhich the duties were 
to be diminished. These duties, partly custom house, arid 
partly excise, amounting together to fifty jjer cent upon the 
value, and to two shillings and seven pence, upon the average, 
for every pound of tea' produced rather more than seven hun- 
dred thousand pounds a year. To remove all temptation to 
purchase smuggled tea, and of course to destroy the trade, it 
was necessary to enable the fair trader to sell at the same price 
the smuggler could, which it was irripossible to effect without 
reducing the duties, so as to leave them no more than equal 
to the expence of smuggling , and that would cause a much 
greater diminution in their produce, than the revenue would 
bear, without a substitute. Mr. Pitt therefore felt it incumbent 
upon him to put a stop to the smuggling of tea, and, at the same 
time, not to injure the revenue ; and his plan was this : — He 
proposed to repeal ffil the present duties upon tea, and in future 
to make the different sorts, according to their respective value, 
subject to a custom house duty of only 12^ per cent, which' 
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would very considerably lower the price of tea, purchased of 
^ the fair dealer. This small duty would produce about 170,000 
a year, and therefore the revenue would, in this respect, suffer' 
an annual loss of between 5 and 600,000/. To compensate 
for this defalcation, he farther proposed to increase the tax 
upon windows ; and then the effect of these two operations 
would be, that the people would experience a commutation of 
taxes. Instead of the greater part of the present duties' upon 
tea, they would pay an additional duty upon windows ; so' 
arranged by Mr. Pitt, that ' every individual, who now bought 
tea legally imported*, as well as the public' revenue, Svould 
gain by the change. All houses, in' nurnber about 300,000,- 
which did not pay to church and poor, were to be entire- 
ly exempted ; and consequently the inhabitants of those- 
houses, being of the poorest sort, would be relieved from- 
almost the whole present tax upon tea, without being called> 
upon to pay any other tax in its room. This new tax upon 
windows, and the duty intended to be retained upon tea, wbuld- 
together produce 900,000/. a year, and therefore the revenue 
would annually gain' nearly 200,000 /. without allowing for any 
increase in the quantity of tea imported. Besides the prevention- 
of smuggling, the extension of the fair trade, the saving to all 
honest householders, the improvement to the revenue, and the 
exemption of tea-dealers from the visits of excisemen, the East' 
India company, by selling a much larger quantity of tea,- 
As an example, Mr. Pitt saidj that the master of a house, -with nine, windows, 
which would he rated at los. 6 d. might be supposed to consume annually in his 
family seven pounds of tea; the ditference between the old and. new duties upon 
which would be, upon an average, 1 1 5s. lod. ; and, consequently, such a family 
would save 15s. 4^.' by the commutation. 
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that the business should be deferred to another year ; but to 
this, Mr. Pitt would not consent, as the evil, which it was in- 
tended to correct, was of a very serious nature ; and the expec- 
tation of such a measure as the present, would tend to increase 
illicit trade in the intermediate time. The bill, therefore, pro- 
ceeded, and passed the house of commons, with only one 
division, upon a motion for its re-commitment, which was 
negatived by 143 to 40. It passed the house of lords, without 
any division, and with only one short debate. 

The same observation, which was made respecting the high 
duties upon tea, was applicable to those upon spirits, namely^ 
that while they continued, it would be in vain to expect any 
considerable diminution in the smuggling of spirits. Great 
frauds also were committed upon the distillery of spirits at 
home ; to such a degree, indeed, that the distillery from mo- 
lasses, in the city of London, produced to the revenue, 33,000/. 
in 1778 , and only 1,098/. in 1783, which must have beenowing 
to new contrivances for evading the duties. Mr. Pitt, there- 
fore, brought forward a bill, by which the duties payable upon 
British spirits were regulated and enforced, and those on foreign 
spirits considerably reduced ; and it being expected, that the 
revenue would be fully indemnified for this reduction of duties,' 
by the increased consumption of spirits, legally imported, no 
substitute, as in the case of tea, was thought necessary. , The 
bill passed both houses, with scarcely any discussion j but 
being considered as an experiment, it was fo' continue in force; 
only two years. - 

These three bills, upon a subject which had for some time 



367 

excited alarm and complaint, both. in< parliament. and in the 
country, were received with very general satisfactionj . except , 
by those who were interested in the continuance of the unlawful 
traffic, which they were intended to destroy; and it will here- 
after appear, that they completely answered their purpose, and 
had, in several respects, a most beneficial effect. 

I now proceed to give an account of what is commonly 
called the budget, which Mr. Pitt brought forward on the SOth 
of June, and which of course included the consideration of 
new taxes. He began by observing, that the necessities of the 
country rendered the business of the day more heavy, and 
consequently more irksome, than it had ever been to any 
minister, upon any former occasion ; and he undertook it with 
a perfect sense how unequal he was to the , task, andhow much 
he. stood in need of the indulgence of the house. He hadi 
however, the comfort of reflecting, that these, necessities were 
not created by him ; he found them in . his office ; they were 
entailed upon him . by his predecessors ; and he felt himr 
self under the indispensable, obligation of entering, upon 
a most important weight of finance and taxation, as . he must 
not suffer personal considerations to interfere with the duties 
of his situation. He had confidence in the good sense, and par 
triotism of the people of England,, that they would cheerfully 
submit to those burdens, which,, upon winding up the accounts 
of the late unfortunate and most expensive war, still remained 
to be imposed; and he assured the house, that his majesty's 
present ministers had attended with the utmost assiduity' to the 
reduction of expence in every branch of the public service, the 
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effect of which, he trusted, would be' hereafter felt. In the 
j mean time, he threw himself upon the generosity and candor 
of the house, while he proceeded to state the financial circum- 
stances of the nation, and to provide for its pressing 
exigencies. 

The topics discussed by Mr. Pitt, in his speech, were, the 
services of the current year, the ways and means of raising 
the money for defraying the expences of those services, the 
loan, the funding a part of the unfunded debt, and new 
taxes. 

The services of the year consisted of the six following arti- 
cles; the army, the navy, the ordnance, a debt due to the bank, 
deficiencies in the grants and taxes of former years, and 
miscellaneous services. The army estimates amounted to 
upwards of four millions ; the navy, to rather more than three 
millions; the ordnance, to rather more than 600, 000 /.•; the 
debt due to the bank of England, was two millions, which had 
been lent to the public in 1781, without interest, for ihe 
renewal of their charter, and which were now become due ; 
the deficiencies of former years, amounted to more than a million 
and half; and the miscellaneous services, which it is not 
necessary to enumerate, amounted to nearly 300,000 1 . including 
60,000 1 . for the arrears of the civil list. The total amount of 
all these various services was about 12 millions, exclusively 
of the -exchequer bills in circulation, not charged on any fund, 
for the payment of which, Mr. Pitt proposed, that other, exche- 
quer bills should be issued. 

The directors of the bank -were willing -that the debt, due 
to them, should be postponed to another year ; and thus the 
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sum actually required was reduced from twelve to ten millions ; 
towards wliich the land and malt taxes, the sinking fund, v 
certain surplusses, and savings from army services of former 
years, would furnish four millions, and consequently there 
remained six millions to be procured by loan. 

Tormer ministers had made loans and lotteries the source 
of patronage, and the means of gain to their friends and sup- 
porters, at the expence of the nation. Mr. Pitt determined to 
adopt a new mode of borrowing the money, and of disposing 
of the lottery, which should have no other object in view than 
the benefit of the public. Conformably to which determina- 
tion, he gave notice, through the governor and deputy governor 
of the bank, to the monied men in the city, that he was ready 
to contract for the loan, with those who would offer the lowest 
terms, and that the lottery tickets should be distributed among 
the persons who lent the money, in proportion to the sums 
lent. This produced, as was expected, 'a competition. Two 
sets of bidders were formed, who made proposals, sealed up, 
which were opened in the presence of the governor and deputy 
governor of the bank; and Mr. Pitt accepted the terms which 
were the lowest *. The gentlemen who offered those terms, had 
the whole of the loan and lottery, except the usual resen efe-" 
the public companies. Mr. Pitt had not the ' 
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CHAV, V. a single shilling; 'By these means the interest of the public 
. . was consulted, and all possibility of private favor or influence 

precluded. The charge upon the public, in consequence of 
this loan, amounted to 315,000/. a year, being rather more 
than five per cent, and certainly less than it would have been, 
if the loan had been negotiated in the same manner as in 
former years. . 

The navy and victualling bills, and ordnance debentures, 
which formed a very considerable part of the unfunded debt, 
amounted together, at this time, to nearly fourteen millions. 
Mr.. Pitt was very desirous of funding the whole of that sum in 
the present session j but finding it necessary, when he was in 
treaty for the loan, to explain his intention respecting the 
unfunded debt, the money-lenders informed him, that so large 
a quantity of stock, coming at once into the mai’ket, would 
materially depress the price of the stocks, and cause both bar- 
gains, for the loan and. for the unfunded debt, to be made upon 
worse terms. He decided therefore to fund only 6,600,000/. 
He gave way indeed to this suggestion of tfie money-lenders, the 
more readily, as he hoped he should be able to fund more 
advantageously in the next year. Mr. Pitt, at this time, like 
many other persons, had a predilection in favor of a fund at 
a high rate of interest, as it would create a less quantity of 
stock, and facilitate the means of redemption ; and if agree- 
ments could be made in a high and in a low fund, upon the 
-same terms, there is no doubt but a high fund’^ would be more 

^ * Lord North, in a debate upon lord John Cavendish’s budget in 1783, said, 

• ; that “ the notions .entertained about a 5 per cent fund were erroneous. He had 
endeavored to borrow upon such a fund, but had been unable to contract any 
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advantageous to the public. But the monied men and stock- cuap. v. 
holders had a great dislike to a higli fund; being persuaded, — 
that from the very circumstance of its being more easily re- 
deemed, it would never bear an equivalent price, compared 
with that of lower funds*. Mr. Pitt, however, contended, that 
in every financial operation, redemption at a future time ought 
to be kept in view ; and therefore he deterrhined in funding 
these navy and victualling bills, and ordnance, debentures, to 
try the experiment of a five per cent fund. He wished also 
to have made the loan in that fund, but he found the objections 
of the money-lenders so strong against it, that he thought it 
would be risquing too much, upon the first attempt of this sort, 
to hazard the funding of so large a sum, as the loan and un- 
funded debt would jointly amount, to, in opposition to the 
sentiments' of those who ought to be competent judges upon 
the subject. According to the present price of the existing 
funds, a five per cent fund ought to be at 95, but in his calcu- 

beneficial bargain. It was an eiTor to suppose, that the money lenders would 
lend at par. It was also an error to suppose, that the five per cents might be the 
soonest redeemed: for persons lending :upoii this fund, stipulate invariably the 
condition, that the annuity sliould be irredeemable for 15 years. The public, 
being thus obliged to pay the annuity for so great a number .of years, would incur 
a greater loss by this plan, than by borrowing upon' a' 3 'per cent fund.- His 
information had coihe to him, in the course of actual business, and might- be 
depended upon. As to theoretical ideas, they might appear very, beautiful, and 
sound well in a debate, but the moment they were applied to affairs, they would 
tumble to the ground, and become baseless like the fabric of a vision.” • 

* As the 4 per cents were lower in proportion than the 3 percents, they 
concluded^ that. the 5 per cents would be lower than the 4 per cents,. which proved 
to be the fact. . ' . c. , 
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lation he took it only at 93*; and as a farther inducement to 
the holders of the bills and debentures to subscribe to this new 
fund, he made it irredeemable, and the interest irreducible, 
till 25 millions of the three or four per cents should be re- 
deemed : Tim fund thus created, Avould require an interest of 
rather more than 315,000/. There would still remain in the 
market, seven millions of these bills and debentures, which 
would bear an interest of four per cent, and for this interest, 
amounting to 280,000/. a year, Mr. Pitt intended to provide ; 
the consequence of which would be, that when these bills and 
debentures should hereafter be funded, no interest would be 
wanted, except the difference beUveen four per cent and the 
rate at which they should be funded, which in any case must 
be an inconsiderable sum. The whole, therefore, of the in- 
terest now to be provided for, consisting of the interest of the 
loan, and the two parts of the bills and debentures, was 
910,000/. a yeai' ; and Mr. Pitt, exhausted as the countiy was, 
undertook to find taxes which should produce that enormous 
sum. 

“ This," he said, “ was a task extremely difficult and ex- 
tremely painful ; but, at the same time, it was very important 
for public credit, which was at present in a very depressed 
state, that provision: should be made, as early as circumstances 
would allow, for the whole of the outstanding debt. The first 
consideration to which it was incumbent upon him to attend, 

*. The effect of this was, that the public paid . about two shillings per cent 
interest, more than they would have done on a 3 percent fund, for tlie probability 
of making the redemption hereafter upon better terms. 


in tlie choice of additional taxes, , was, to fix upon such as 
should be inost likely to be most productive, wthout being- 
liable to any fundamental and capital objection. It was 
impossible, as every one must.be convinced, that taxes should 
be, very productive, and not burthenspme. Every tax must be 
disliked by that class of men, on Avhom it operated most sen- 
sibly ; and therefore their murmuring ought not to defeat it, 
when all others were convinced of its utility and propriety.” 
The taxes proposed by him, were upon hats, ribbands, gauzes, 
coals at the pit's mouth, horses, linens, and calicoes, candles, 
licences to dealers in exciseable commodities, bricks and tiles, 
certificates for killing game, paper, and hackney coaches. 
After a detailed explanation in what manner and to what 
degree he designed to make the several articles in this long 
catalogue, subject to taxation, he added, “it would be vain 
and idle to suppose all or any of these taxes unexceptionable ; 
but the necessities of the public did not leave it in his option 
to deal otherwise than openly and fairly. The wants of govern- 
ment were many ; the .finances of the country had been much 
reduced ; and it Avas proper, it was indispensable, to look 
our real situation manfully in the face. It had been his desire 
to do so ; and under that impression, he produced the list of 
taxes, to which he called; the deliberation and assistance of the 
committee. The whole would, he trusted, amount to some- 
what more than the sum Avhich he had proposed to raise; but 
several deficiencies might occur, which could not either be 
foreseen or prevented.” 

.Towards the end of his speech, Mr. Pitt said, that if, not- 
withstanding his endeavor to express himself clearly and 
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aiyv one of {in- ^reat vari»:tv of .subji-etci* ujmii Nvlucii lui iiad 
lu on t'ouijioHrd l*> trou't/io llu-m, he '.vosild ri>«’ auain, atul be 
iiappy t».» ^ivc every >ati^ra«:lii>n in iiiv power. He hoped that 
i!m‘ (uunininee, vvlam tlu-y redruted upon tin: liusiiu-.s.-i of the 
r(ay, would be cunvjtieed, that ho li.id done what his duty 
<iircoUMi, without rou.ud to hi> «>wii inclination or ea,sc. He 
was not conscious of haviio^ lett any matter unioutdud, which 
it was im|irir(aut for llu* house, and for the public to be apprised 
of*, ou the contrary, ho had sUuiied to do, what he held to be 
the indi.speusablo tiuly of every person honored with the in;,di 
olfsce iu* held, natiudy, to ilis^nise ju>liiin^ from the public, 
which tiiicctcil their real interest. Imt to hriug^ forward every 
particular of that nature : aiul however yreal the personal 
ri.*it|Ue ami inconvtmience.however i^rcal llu^ danger of incurring 
pojudur odium. In* imposiim heavy liurdens on the people, 
niiiy;iit be, m/t to .sliriuk from that painful act of duty, if such 
burticns were napiireil by lim e.\igency of aiihirs. 

'The readiness and perspicuity, with which Mr. IMU went 
tiirough this mass of hnancial tlctuil and dry calculation, Ins 
extensive and minute information upon every point wiucii he 
tliscu.sscd, tile manly spirit with which lie met the diillcultics 
of the country, the exertions he made to raise public credit 
and improve the revenue at the hazard of losing the faivor of 
the people, the judgment with wiucli he selected taxes, to 
a greater amount than had ever been proposed on any one day 
before, his determination to negotiate tlie loan in a manner 
most advantageous to the public, and his disinterestedness in 
foregoing all patronage, in the disp’ibution bolli of the loan 
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Ein’d of the lottery, procured for him the commendation of ’ his 
most determined political opponents. Mr. Fox acknowledged, , 
that Mr. Pitt “ had infinite merit in having brought foi-ward 
so much of the unfunded debt in the course of the present 
session : too much praise could not be given him, on that 
head.” Mr. Dempster said, that Mr. Pitt “ had discharged 
his duty manfully and ably. It was an arduous and invidious 
task to impose taxes upon the people ; and when a chancellor 
of the exchequer met the difficulties with .becoming courage, 
he ought to be supported ; and he should have his support.” . ; 

The only tax, of which any material disapprobation was 
expressed, was that upon coals ; and such powerful objections 
were afterwards urged against it, as being likely to be injurious 
to several of our manufactures, as well as oppressive to the 
poor, that Mr. Pitt was induced to abandon it ; and hei also 
relinquished his intention of requiring the planters of hops, 
included in exciseable commodities, to take out a licence, as 
he understood, that it would be very severely felt by those 
who grew only small quantities of that article. In the room 
of these, he substituted taxes upon gold and silver plate, upon 
lead exported, upon ale licences, racehorses, and the postage 
of letters, together with regulations relative to franking, which 
were calculated to increase the revenue of the post office and 
he changed the tax upon ribbands and gauzes, for one upon the 
importation of raw silk. 

The day Mr. Pitt opened the budget, he moved 133 resolu- 
tions, and several others on following days, in consequence of 
the substitutes and alterations , which have been ^mentioned'; 
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and' all the numerous bills founded, upon them, passed with 
very little difficulty. They gave rise, however, to several 
debates ; and the candor with which Mr. Pitt listened to every 
observation,’ the quickness with which he availed himself of 
every useful suggestion, the dexterity with which he obviated 
every real objection, by modifications, and provisions suited 
to each particular case, and at the same time his acuteness iii 
exposing captious cavils, and his firmness . in. resisting all 
unfounded opposition, gained him universal admiration and 
applause. 

; Such were Mr. Pitt's measures in the present session, upon 
the subject of finance. It may be proper to observe, that the 
appropriation act of this year included the supplies which 
had been voted in the last session as well as in the present ; no 
appropriation having taken place prior to the dissolution, 
except that the charge of the militia was to be defrayed out of 
the land-tax. The. members, who had objected to the dissolu- 
tion on this ground, and had threatened a serious inquiry into 
the subject in the new parliament, suffered this appropriation 
act to pass in its usual course, without a single remark. 'Nor 
was any bill of indeninity passed, or even called for, by those 
who had, in the old parliament, declared, that it would be 
necessary in case of a dissolution. The truth : was, that it 
had always been customary, as has been noticed, to apply 
the money to the. respective services, before an.appropria.tion 
-act was passed, and. Mr. Pitt did this , after a dissolution had 
taken place; which, though never done before, and forbidden 
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by a resolution of the last parliament, was no violation of any 
law ; and when calmly considered, was not thought to involve , 
any real difference of principle. 

I A 31 now to give an account of the bills which Mr. Pitt 
introduced, relaitive to the East India company. 

It must -first be premised, that on the 23rd of the preceding 
January, Mr. Eden moved, that the directors of the East India 
company should inform the house, what mode and extent of 
parliamentary interference they considered necessary to afford 
effectual relief to the company, with respect to the payment of 
duties, and the acceptance of bills, together with the account's 
and estimates on 3vhich their opinions were founded. This 
motion was agreed to; and in obedience to it, the directors, 
on the Idth of Eebruary, presented a . report to the house of 
conimons, containing a detailed statement of the affairs of the 
company, and of the assistance of which they stood in need 
from parliament; and they concluded 3vith asserting, that the 
company, notwithstanding its present pecuniary embarrass- 
ment, was not oiily solvent, but possessed of an immense 
property.” On The 11th of March, Mr. Eden made; some 
general strictures upon this report, with several parts of^yhich'. 
he expressed himself dissatisfied ; and that so important 
a document might undergo a complete and careful .examina- 
tion, and its correctness or incorrectness beiclearly. ascertained, 
he moved, that it should' be referred to a select, committee. 
To this motion Mr. Pitt gave. his assent; and . a committee 
of 15 persons was accordingly appointed, of whom Mr.- Eden 
was chosen chairman ; but the dissolution of parliament, taking 
VOL. I. 3 c ■ ■ 


UllAl'. V. 

1784. 



378 


CHAP. V. 

1784. 


place soon afterwards, they were not able to make any report, 
although they had been very diligent in preparing materials 
for that purpose. 

On the 26th of May, a few days after the meeting of the 
new parliament, the East India company presented a petition 
to the house of commons, stating their inability to discharge 
at present the debt due to the public ; and that under existing 
circumstances, they were incapacitated, bylaw, from accepting 
bills drawn in India, and from making a dividend; and 
praying for such relief as to the house should seem meet. As 
soon as this petition was laid upon the table, Mr. Pitt moved, 
that the directors should communicate to the house, such’ infor- 
mation as they had received since they drew up their report of 
the I6'th of February. In consequence of this motion, the 
directors made another report to the house, on the first of June; 
and Mr. Pitt immediately moved, that both reports should be 
referred to a select committee. And that the materials already 
collected, might be made useful, he farther proposed, that the 
committee should consist of the same persons as had formed 
the committee in the last parliament, with the exception of 
four, three of whom were not members of the present par- 
liament, and one declined acting. In their room, four others 
were substituted, one of whom, Mr. Dundas, was chosen 
chairman. This committee made their report to the house, on 
the 22nd of June, and it was ordered to be printed. 

On the 24th, before the printed copies were delivered, 
Mr. Pitt informed the house, that it had been his intention not 
to bring forward any question relative to the East India com- 
pany, till gentlemen should have had leisure to consider 
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.ttentively the report, which had been presented to the house 
ly their committee ; but he , had that day been reminded of ^ 
, circumstance, which, though mentioned in the company's 
letition, had escaped his recollection, of so pressing a nature, 
bat it was necessary for him to trouble the house with 
, motion relative to it immediately. By the regulating act 
if 1773, the company was restrained from making a dividend, 
(rithout the authority of parliament, when its bond debt should 
sxceed a certain sum, which was the case at present ; and 
Lccording to established , practice, any dividend intended to 
)e made on the 5th of July, should be declared before the end 
)f the month of June, There was therefore, he said, a neces- 
iity for passing a bill, with all possible expedition, to enable 
he company to make a dividend, as he concluded all parties 
vould agree, there ought to be some dividend, whatever dif- 
erence of opinion there might be concerning its amount. 
?or his part, considering that the credit of the company, and 
jerhaps of something more than the company, was at stake, 
le should wish the dividend to be four per cent, that is, at the 
'ate of eight per cent per annum, the same which it had been 
[br some years ; but, at the same time, he admitted, that there 
night appear reason, when the state of the company's affairs 
should be more fully kno-svn, for reducing it in future. Upon 
;his ground, he moved for leave to bring in a bill to empower 
the East India company to make a dividend on the 5th of July. 
No opposition was made to the introduction of the bill, 
although it was universally felt to be a case of great aukward- 
ness ; as either no dividend must take place, which would, be 
inconvenient to individual proprietors, and might be injurious 
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to the credit of the company, or the house must authorize 
^ a certain dividend, \yithout knowing that it was warranted by 
the state of the company's affairs. Mr. Fox, Mr. Eden,' and 
Mr. Anstruther, allowed the propriety of authorizing some 
dividend, but objected to four per cent, and contended, that it 
should be only three per cent. Mr. Pitt replied, that to reduce 
the dividend from what it had been of late years, would be to 
pass judgment upon the affairs of the coinpany, > before the 
report was examined ; and he farther urged; that the difference 
between three and four per cent for one half year, was of very 
little consequence in the general concerns of the company, 
when conipared with the mischief, both public and private, 
which might arise from a diminution of the dividend. Mr. Pitt's 
proposal of four per cent was adopted ; and the bill went 
through all. its stages in the house of commons, on that and the 
following day, without any division; and it passed the house 
of lords in, two days also, on the latter of which there was 
a division of 28 to 9 in its favor. . 

Very different and even opposite sentiments were entertained, 
at this time, upon the affairs of the East India compahy. -Some 
persons 'represented the company as upon the verge, of bank- 
ruptcy and ruin, and the stockholders as in danger of losing 
a large proportion of their capital : others, . on the contrary, 
maintained, that if the whole property of the company were, 
disposed of, and all their debts discharged, there would be a con- 
siderable surplus. Some thought, that the concerns of the com-^ 
pany were utterly irretrievable by any interposition of govern- 
ment; while others asserted, that S moderate, and temporary 
assistance would be sufficient to restore them to a flourishing 
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condition. Mr. Pitt, after a general and impartial consi- ca 

deration of the various statements which had been submitted , \ 

to the house, as well in reports as in speeches, and the most 
diligent inciuiiy he had been able to make, was decidedly of 
opinion, that tlie company might fairly be said to be solvent ; 
and that their present embarrassments were by no means such, 
as to preclude all hope of future atlluence and prosperity. 
Through the gloom, which now hung over the company, he 
saw, at no great distance, a brighter prospect opening, in the 
continuance of peace, in the increase of trade, and in econo-r 
mical retrenchments, both at home and abroad ; and revolving, 
in his penetrating and comprehensive mind, the immense 
extent and value of the British possessions in the east, he was 
convinced, not only that the compan}^ though now laboring 
under an accumulated load of evils and distresses, and calling 
aloud upon the country for support and relief, might, by 
timely interference, be rescued from impending destruction ; 
but also, that by proper management, India might be made 
the source of infinite benefit to the empire at large. 

Under this impression, he determined in favor of granting 
tbe company the requisite assistance ; and accordingly, printed 
copies of the report of the committee being delivered on the 
28th of June, he submitted, on the 2d of July, the substance 
. of a bill for that purpose, which included three points. 

In the first place, Mr, Pitt proposed, that the payment of 
one half of the debt, due from the company to the public, for 
custom-house duties,, should be postponed to the middle, and 
of the other half, to the end of the following year, which 
was, in fact, a longer respite than the directors themselves 
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thought necessary. The whole of this debt amounted to 
nearly a million. 

It has been already noticed, that by the regulation act of 1773, 
the company could not accept bills drawn in India, above 
300,000 1. Bills to a much larger amount had already reached 
England, and others were expected, which there was reason- 
able ground to believe the company would be in circumstances 
to pay at the time they became due but if in the meanwhile 
they, remained, unaccepted, they would not be negotiable, and 
the credit of the company would suffer, which induced 
Mr. Pitt to propose, secondly, that the directors should be 
authorized to accept these bills. 

Besides relief upon these two. points, Mr. Pitt thought , it 
would be useful to fix the dividend upon East India stpch at 
a certain sum, and not to leave it, as it now was, liable to 
variation. At first he intended to confine the dividend to six; 
per cent, till the debts of the company should be discharged;, 
but finding, that above one-fourth of the whole East India stock; 
was in the hands of foreigners, and that there was great 
danger, if . any diminution should be made in the dividend, that 
they would take the alarm, and immediately dispose of their 
stock, which must have the effect of depressing its value, he 
proposed.that the dividend should be eight per cent iii future. 
Mr. Pitt, said, that the sanction of parliament to this dividend, 
would be of material service to the company's credit ; and he 
_ assured the house, of his firm persuasion, that if peace con- 
tinued in India, of which there was a fair probability ^ and 
proper economy should be observed in the establishments of 
the different presidencies, which it was the intention of govern- 
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ment, to use all means of enforcing, the company would be 
enabled to fulfil all its engagements ; more especially, as he , 
had reason to hope, that the trade to China, already its most 
lucrative concern, would be encreased and rendered still more 
profitable, by regulations and measures now before the house, 
or which he had in contemplation. 'He recommended the 
adoption of these provisions in favor of the company ; upon 
the ground of sound policy and general expediency, not 
doubting but the public would, in various ways, hereafter 
receive ample remuneration for their present indulgence. 

Some objections, however, were made to this bill : Mr. 
Dempster saw no reason why the payment of the custom- 
house duties should be postponed, to the injury of the national 
revenue ; and moved, that the company should pay an interest 
of five per cent on the money due. Mr. Pitt admitted, that in 
strictness the company ought to pay such an interest ; but to 
require this, he said, would be to destroy almost the whole of 
the favor ; and as the interests, of the company, and of the 
public, were closely connected, and as he flattered himself 
that great resources might still be derived from India, he did 
not think it adviseable to charge the company five per cent 
upon their debt ; preferring to relieve them handsomely and 
liberally, by remitting the interest. Mr. Dempster’s motion 
was negatived in the committee, by a majority of 81 to 3, and 
by 85 to 27 upon the report. 

In discussing the bill, it was asked, whether, in case the 
East India company should not have it in their power to dis- 
charge the bills drawn upon them, parliament, having 
authorized their acceptance, would be bound to pay rthem ? 
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1 o this, Mr. Pitt answered, certainly not ; and Mr. Fox ac- 
knowledged, that parliament would be under no legal obligation; 
but he thought, that the public would be bound in honor and 
equity to pay them, if the company failed to do so. This 
Mr. Pitt would mot, admit ; contending, that parliament, by 
authorizing .the acceptance of these bills, only expressed, an. 
opinion, that the company .would be able, in due time, to 
discharge them, but did not make itself , responsible for their 
payment, any more than it took upon, itself the responsibility 
of payment, when it. authorized any other public or trading 
company to enter into a pecuniary engagement. , This was, 
frequently done; and the only obligation upon parliament, in 
such cases,, was, to take care that there was just ground for the', 
traiisaction, and that it, did not make itself an accomplice in 
any error . or deception. The public were in no way affected 
by the' authority about to be given to the East India company; 
for, what was it, but an authority to make use of their d^vnv 
property and credit? In support of Mr. Piths opinion,* 
Mr. Dun das referred to the cause of the restriction. By the 
act.of 1773 , the proprietors were, he said, permitted to divide 
eight per, cent per annum, when the aggregate profits of the 
company, arriounted to that sum ; and when they exceeded it, 
the public, were to have three-fourths of the surplus ; in order 
to secure; which participation to the public, the directors were 
restrained from accepting bills, drawn in India, beyond 
a limited amount, lest by a fraudulent or improper acceptance, 
they should deprive the public of their right: this being the 
original ground of the, restriction, the legislature, by removing- 
it, would only give up, on the part of the public, their security. 
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for a shai:e, of these contingent surplus profits, \yithoiit incurring 
any obligation, or giving any pledge, directly or indirectly, 
respecting the payment of the bills. Mr. Fox would, not allow 
tiie force of this reasoning ; but it appeared to be so generally 
satisfactory, that he did not venture to divide the, house. 

It was also contended, that the different parts of the bill 
could not be reconciled ’syith each other : the necessity of 
respiting the payment of the duties, proved the company to 
be in distress ; and the permission to divide eight per . cent, 
implied that it was affluent. This objection, which was more 
' plausible than solid, was urged with considerable warmth and 
eagerness in both houses, but no division took place upon it in 
either. In truth, the bill^ rested upon this twofold principle, 
that the pecuniary embarrassment of the company, which was 
admitted on all sides, was merely temporary, arising chiefly 
put of the 'great expences of the \yar, now at an end; and 
that there was just ground for believing, that within a short 
period, it would be in a flourishing condition. There was, 
therefore, no real inconsistency . in the different provisions of 
the bill, which were adapted to the actual present distress, and 
to the probable future prosperity, of the company. 

The bill passed ; and in the course of the debates which took 
place in its progress through the house of commons, Mr. Pitt 
was called “ a bold statesman f but it was allowed, that his 
intrepidity was suited to the .difficulties of the times ; and Ave 
shall hereafter see, that the hopes and expectations, Avhich 
induced him to afford this relief to the East India company, 
with some inconvenience and perhaps risque to , the public, 
Avere well founded. 
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Mr. Pitt, having by these two bills extricated the East India 
company from its, present difficulties, and re-established its 
sinking credit, had still to encounter the more arduous busi- 
ness of providing for the peimanent regulation and future 
government of its various and extensive affairs. The mixed 
concerns of policy, commerce, and revenue, the blended 
interests of the company, and of the empire at large, the vast 
distance of India, and the consequent delay in communicating 
information, and conveying orders, the great temptations to 
misconduct in those rich and remote regions, the effect which 
the patronage of such immense territories might have upon 
the liberties of this country — these, and many other inferior 
considerations, all conspired to render it a task of extreme 
difficulty, to digest a plan, which should confirm and enlarge the 
advantages derived to Great Britain from its connection with 
India, protect the native inhabitants from acts of injustice and 
oppression, and at the same time preserve inviolate the prin- 
ciples and spirit of our own constitution. It was impossible, 
as has already been observed, to correct the abuses, which 
were acknowledged to exist in India, and to be of a most 
alarming nature, without some departure from the charter of 
the company ; if there were to be no interference with its 
present authorities and privileges, the evils must continue, and 
the loss of India must follow.’ 

In explaining the substance of the bill, which he was about 
to introduce,. Mr. Pitt said, he was aware, that every measure, 
which could be devised for the government of India, must be 
imperfect, and liable to objections ; and he could only submit 
to the house, what appeared to him, after the maturest delibe- 
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ration, best calculated to answer the iinportant purposes in chap, v, 
question, and not endanger the blessings at present enjoyed . 
by the subjects of this kingdom. He Avished not to interfere 
with the commerce of the company .; and in Avhat he had to 
propose respecting its other concerns, it would be his en- 
deavor, not so much to create a new system, as to improve 
upon that Avhich Avas already established. By supplying what 
Avas deficient, correcting Avhat Avas amiss, and invigorating Avhat 
was ineffective, he hoped to be able, in no small degree, to 
consult the general interest of the public, and to lay the 
foundation of future prosperity to the company, and of happi- 
ness to the natives, without violating the property of individuals, 
annihilating the chartered rights of any body of men, ox- 
departing from those maxims of government, which had fox- 
ages proved the uninterrupted source of freedom and security 
to Englishmen. He admitted, that no charter ought to be 
suffered to stand in the way of a reform, Avhich the existence 
or Avelfare of the country demanded ; but at the same time he 
contended, that a charter ought never to be infx-inged, except 
when the public safety called for an alteration. . Charters 
were sacred things : on them depended pi-ivate property and 
public franchises ; .and wantonly to invade, them Avould be to 
unhinge the constitution, and throw the state into anarchy and 
confusion. The situation of the East India company Avas not 
such as to justify a revocation of their chax’ter ; but it was such 
as absolutely required both a change in the management of 
their affairs at home, and in the govei’nment of their posses- 
sions abroad. In . attempting to remedy existing evils, he 
should confine himself within the limits of the actual necessity, 
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possession of these immense territories, might be plackl with 
greater safet}^!! the directors, than in any set of political men ; 
and he thought, that as small a part as possible should be 
retained in England, the remainder being intrusted to the 
company's superior servant^ in India, where executive powers, 
to a large extent, must unavoidably be lodged ; but even there 
he should subject it to regulations and restrictions. The 
government in India ought' to be so constituted, as to be active 
and vigorous, but at tlie same time not at liberty to pursue 
schemes of conquest and agg'randiijem'ent. Cafe should be 
taken to secure obedience to the general system of measures 
dictated, from England, with a discretionary authority to act as 
any sudden event or emergency might appear to render expev 
dient; but always under a strict obligation to explain and 
account for every part of their conduct. Lastly, it was indis- 
pensable to provide some more elfectual mode for puhishing 
wilful disobedience, and every species of delinquency, in India, 
than at present existed. 

Upon these general principles, Mr. Pitt formed his India 
bill, wliich we may consider under tlu-ee separate heads — 
A' new establislunent at home, with powers extending over the 
general concerns of the company— regulations to be applied 
in India — and the erection of a court in England, for the trial 
of offences committed in India. 

With respect to the new establishment at home, Mr. Pitt 
proposed to place all the civil and military affairs, and the re- 
venues of the East India company, and the government of their 
territorial possessions, under the control and superintehdance 
of a board of corhmissioners to be appointed by his majesty. 
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consisting of six privy counsellors, of whom one of the secre- 
, taries of . state, and the chancellor of the exchequer, were to be 
two ; and the other foim were to be persons who should hold 
offices of considerable emolument under government, to which 
little or no employment belonged, and who. would therefore 
have leisure, and might be expected, to discharge the duties of 
their new situation, without any remuneration for that trouble. 
The secretary of state was to be president of this board, and, in 
his absence, the chancellor of the exchequer ; but it being im- 
possible, that either of those ministers should be able to attend 
constantly, though they might be present when points of great 
importance were discussed, the senior of the other four privy 
counsellors, was, in the absence of the secretary of state and 
the chancellor of the exchequer, to be president, and it was 
intended that he should tal^e the active part in the general busi- 
ness of the board. If the members present should be equally 
divided upon any question, the president was to have a casting 
vote. This board of control was to have access to all papers 
and muniments of the company, and to be furnished with such 
extracts or copies of them, as they might from time to time de- 
sire.. To this board the directors were to communicate copies 
of all proceedings, both of their own court and of the court of 
proprietors, relative to the civil, military, and financial affairs 
of the company, copies of all dispatches from their servants in 
India, and also of. all dispatches proposed to be .sent by them 
to India. These intended dispatches the board was to return 
to the directors within fourteen days, with the written approba- 
tion of three commissioners, or their reasons for disapproving 
them, together with instructions for alterations, if necessary, 
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and the directors were to send to India the dispatches so ap- chai'. v. 
proved or amended ,* the court of proprietors was not to have . . 

the power of rescinding or altering any resolution or act of the 
directors, after it was approved by the board. The board was 
also to have power to require the directors to prepare dis- 
patches upon any proposed subject, and if such dispatches 
should not be sent within fourteen days to the commissioners 
for their revisal, tlie board might itself draw up the dispatches, 
and order the directors to send them to India ; and in any case 
where secresy was necessary, the board might send its orders to 
a committee of three directors, to be appointed by the court of 
directors for that purpose, who were to transmit them to India, 
without disclosing the substance of them, and the answers were 
to be sent to the secret committee of directors, by whom they 
were to be communicated to the board of control. These 
powers were not to extend to the commercial affairs of the 
company ; and if at any time the commissioners should send 
orders or insti’uctions to the directors to be transmitted to 
India, in the opinion of the latter not authorized by this bill, 
they might appeal to the king in council, whose decision was 
to be final. Similar powers had been given to the secretaries of 
state, by former acts of parliament ; but they had never, or at 
least very rarely, been exercised, these great oflRcers having 
been too much occupied by the immediate duties of their sta- 
tion. But this was to be an active, efficient, responsible board, 
whose positive concurrence, expressed by the signature of its 
members, was to be essential to every dispatch sent to India. 

This board was not, however, to have the appointment of 
a single servant of the company in Europe or in Asia. It was 
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to be, strictly speaking, a board of control and superintendarice,, 
interfering upon .points only, of whicb liis majesty’s ministers, 
and privy counsellors might be supposed to be more competent 
judges than a company of merchants, however . respectable and 
intelligent in the concerns of trade, the sole purpose for which 
their charter was originally granted, and which were still to, re- 
main under their exclusive management. -Thus did Mr. Pitt 
equally avoid the inefficient character of lord North’s plan, 
and the unconstitutional one of Mr. Pox’s bill, by appointing 
a board, expressly devoted to Indian affairs, furnished with all 
the means of information, and with every requisite power, 
without whose actual consent, the directors could not take 
a single step, relative to the company’s revenues or territories, 
but at the same time dependent upon the executive government 
O'f the country, and incapable, of political influence, its mem; 
bers possessing neither emolument nor patronage. 

The following were the regulations to be applied in India. 
Mr. Pitt proposed, that the governraent in each of the three 
presidencies, should, consist of a president, and tlu-ee coum 
sellers ; that the governor general of India should be president 
of the government in Bengal ; and that the commander in 
chief of all the company’s forces in India, should be one of 
the council, and next in rank to the governor general ; that the 
cornmander in chief at Madras and Bombay, should be mem- 
bers of the counciTin those presidencies, next in rank to the 
respective governors ; but if the commander in chief of all the 
forces in India should at any time be at Madras or Bombay, 
he should be a member of the council there, and the coni- 
jna.nder in; chief of the presidency should in that case continue 
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to have a seat in the council, but have no vote ; if the members, 
of the council present in any of the presidencies, should be 
equally divided upon any. question, the governor or president 
should have a casting vote ; and with a view of producing an 
unity of system in the. different parts of our extensive ...Indian 
territories, the supreme government in’ Bengal was to have an 
effectual control over the other presidencies ; the governors 
and councils of which were to be required to obey all orders 
they might receive from the government in Bengal, unless.they 
were contrary to orders which they had previously received 
from the directors, and of which the government in Bengal 
was ignorant; and. in case of disobedience,’,they were to be 
liable to suspension. The appointment of . the governors, of 
the commanders in chief, and of the other members of the 
council, was to be in the directors but either the king, or the 
court of directors, might recal the governor general, or any 
other person employed by the company. If the directors 
should omit to fill up any vacancy which might take place in the 
council, for two months after it was.regularly notified to. them, 
the king might ..appoint to such . vacancy, and' the person so 
appointed was not to be. liable to recal by the directors. All 
other appointments were , to bean the governments of the 
respective, presidencies ; and to prevent' any corrupt or im- 
proper use of this patronage,. it was to.be provided, that all 
promotions in India, both civil and military, beneath the degree 
.of members, of the councils, should be made according to 
seniority, , in a regular progressive succession, imless for some, 
.very, urgent cause ; in which case, the reasons for such deviation 
from this general rule', were' to be entered' at length upon tlie 
vox. r. 3 E 
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'"'f ^ndcopiesoCiesemm transmitted 

bi to the directors Jot tkeircoa&miuio^ 

or rejmt of tk appointment. The ^oremors and .councils 
mw to be empowered to apprehend all persons,' in . their 
Kipcctive presidencies^ suspected of carrying on illicit cor- 
fcspondence, nnd to bring them to trial in India, or to send 
them to Enghmd.' To prevent all ambitious projects for the 
extension of dominioni the governor and council of Benffal 
were not to.be permitted, without the express command of the 
ilh’cclors, to enter into any offensive treaty, or to make war 
with any of the country powers, unless, they should actually 
have committed hostilities, or have given evident proof of such 
intention, against the British nation in India, or against some 
country power dependent upomthe company, or whose terri- 
tories they were, by a subsisting treaty, bound to defend ; and 
the mvernors and councils of the other presidencies were to 
be prohibited from conunencing hostilities, .or concluding any 
treat)^ whatever with the country powers, without . express 
orders from the governor general and council, or frbm the 
,i;,.ectois unless some imminent danger or sudden emer- 
gency. should render .it unsafe to postpone such host, hlies or 
f J- -md every freafy so concluded, was, ,f possible, to 

e^m ; clause, subjecting^t 
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settling disputes between tliat'prince and the rajah of Tanj'ore ; 
and also for redressing, according to the respective circum- , 
stances of each particular case, all complaints of injustice and 
oppression from zemindars and other native landholders, who 
had been dispossessed of their lands, or subjected to exorbitant 
rents or heavy contributions ; and in future, payments from 
tributary princes and renters of land were to be definite and 
moderate : all practicable retrenchments were to be made in 
the different establishments. The ages at which writers and 
cadets should be appointed, were to be regulated; and no 
greater number'^ was to be sent out than would be necessary to 
keep up the proper complement : the acceptance of presents 
from the natives was to be forbidden, under the penalty of 
forfeiture and ' punishment, as extortion : it was to be made 
a misdemeanor in the company's servants to disobey the orders 
or instructions of the directors, to neglect the duties of any 
trust or employment, or to make a corrupt bargain or contract 
relative to any office : no person removed from any situation 
by the sentence of a court of law, could be again employed 
by the company : all the servants of the company, who should 
return to England after the 1st of January 1787> wffi’e to be 
required, within two months after their arrival, to deliver upon 
oath to the court of exchequer, two copies of an inventory of 

* A regulation upon this subject was very necessary. In a letter to the direc- 
tors, -written from India in 1782, Mr. Hastings said, that “ he had about him at 
that time 250 -persons, the younger sons of the first families in Britain, all. gap- 
ing for lacks, and scrambling for patronage.” Notwithstanding this remonstrance, 

36 new writers were sent out in 1783, when sir Henry Fletcher, who was to have 
been oneof Mr. Fox’s commissioners, was chairman of the company. . . 
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CHAP. V. all their property, specifying what part was not acquired in 
. . India ; one of which was to be kept in the exchequer, and .the 

other sent to' the India-house ; and the board of control, the 
court of directors, or. any ten proprietors possessing conjunc- 
tively stock to the amount of 10,0.00 /.' might, at any time 
within three years, make a complaint to the court of exchequer, 
that such inventory was incorrect ; and .the court' .was to be 
authorized to examine the party accused upon' bath, and to 
take other means for ascertaining the truth ; and' if any one 
should omit to deliver .'these inventories, refuse to answer the 
interrogatories of the court of exchequer, or be found guilty 
of any concealment or ■misrepresentation to the amount of 
2,000 1. his whole property was to be forfeited. 

' The last part of the bill related to the erection of a court of 
judicature in England, for the trial of offences committed in 
India. It was proposed, that any person might move the court 
of king’s bench against any servant of the company, within 
three years after his return from India, or his delivery of the in- 
ventory of his property ; and the court was to decide, whether 
there was sufficient ground for granting an information. .In 
case of its being granted, the court was to have power, if it 
should appear necessary, to issue commissions to tlie courts of 
justice in India, for the purpose of taking depositions, and of 
collecting such information upon the spot, as might best serve 
to throw light upon the subject-matter of accusation. These 
depositions and information, properly authenticated, together 
with such other written documents, as might be furnished by 
the directors, from their dispatclies to and from India, or from 
any other source, were to be admitted as evidence. After the 
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>vhole of this evidence should be procured, the court was to be 
formed for the trial of the accused person, and was to consist of 
threejudges, one to be nominated by each of the three courts in 
Westminster-hall, four peers, and six members of the house of 
commons, to be chosen in the manner to be described in the 
bill This court, of which no person holding any office under 
the crown during pleasure, or who had ever been in the service 
of the East India company, could be a member, was to be judge 
both of the law and of the fact, without the intervention of 
a jury: it might inflict the punishment of fine and imprison- 
ment, and pronounce the person convicted incapable of serving 
the' company again; and from its sentence there was to be 
no appeal. 

This bill gave rise to several debates ; and objections were 
urged against it :with great warmth and personality. 

■ It was asserted, that the division of power bet^veenthe board 
of commissioners and the court of directors, would render the 
government of India, weak and inefficient : but it 'was replied, 
that this was hot a necessary consequence of a divided power, 
since, in the English constitution, the supreme power is divided 
into three branches, designed to be a control upon each other, 
arid producing the happiest and mpst perfect form of political 
government known in antient or modern tirnes. 

’ Mr. Eox insisted, that this bill was as inuch a violation of 
the East India charter as his own; but, in reality, there was in 
this, as well as in other respects, a wide difference between the 
two bills.' Mr. Pitt's bill left the commerce in the hands of 
the company : Mr. Eox's took it entirely away. Mr. Pitt's bfli 
left the’ directors and their servants in possession of the \yhole 
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CU.M*. V. patronage ; iVIr. Fox’s bill abolisiiecl the court of directors, and 
■ deprived the conipauj!- of every appointment, civil, military, and 
commercial, both at home and in India ; vesting the whole pa- 
tronage in tile commissioners. IMr. Pitt’s bill was, of necessity, 
a partial deviation from the company ’s charter ; making such 
changes only as the present critical situation of their affairs, 
and the public interest, absolutely demanded : jNIr. Fox’s bill, 
going far lieyond any actual necessity, was a total abrogation 
of all their rights, and a violent confiscation of all their pro- 
pertJ^ I\Ir. Pitt’s bill secured to the constitutional executive 
power of these realms, the superintcndance over the whole 
empire, by giving to the crown the same sway over its Indian, 
which it liad over its other dependencies, and by ensuring to 
it a regular, systematic, and supreme control over all the po- 
litical affairs of those immense territories : Mr. Fox’s bill 


erected an imperium in imperio, the commissioners of his 
board not having any dependance upon, or communication 
with, his majesty's ministers, and possessing an influence of the 
most dangerous nature to the established authorities, with the 
means of involving this country in war with any of the Euro- 
pean states connected with India, Avitliout even the knowledge 
of his majesty’s government- These fundamental and essential 
differences between the two bills, were so palpable, and so im- 
portant, that they were very generally felt and acknowledged, 
both in parliament and in the country. 

The compelling all persons to swear to the value of their pro-? 
perty, upon their return from India, was represented as harsh 
and rigorous ; but in defence of that provision, it was said, that 
there was no other effectual mode of putting an end to the 
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peculation and extortion, Avliicli had so long prevailed in India: 
and, as a further defence, it was urged, that as this oath was 
not to be required till 1787, those who were already in India, 
and might be alfected by it retrospectively, would liave an 
opportunity of avoiding its operation, by returning to England 
before that lime ; and those who should go out subseciuently to 
the passing of this act, would know to what test they woidd 
be subject, when they returned. 

It was contended, by the enemies of the bill, that the provi- 
sions relative to the zemindars, to the debts of the nabob of 
Arcot, and to the acceptance of presents, would not answer 
their intended purposes : But it was replied, that the proposed 
regulations upon these points, were the best which the respec- 
tive cases admitted ; and that every exertion would be used to 
give them effect. 

The new court of judicature was strongly objected to, espe- 
cially as not allowing Indian delinquents a trial by a jury of 
their peers', AS^iich was represented as the birthright of every 
Englishman. To which it was answered, that many persons in 
this country are convicted and punished without a jury, parti- 
cularly that numerous and valuable set of men, the officers 
and privates of our army and nav5^ As the ordinary law of 
England was not suited to the enforcement of military discE 
pline, so it had been found inadequate to the prevention of the 
grossest misconduct in India; the same- principle, of public 
utility and general expediency, would therefore equally justify 
another mode of trial in both cases. The courts of Westminster 
Hall, and even the power of parliament, had been proved, by 
experience, to be incompetent to the punishment of offences 
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committed in the distant regions of the east, which rendered it 
necessary to have recourse to a new species of judicature, not 
confined to the common rules of evidence ; and when it was con- 
sidered, from what classes of life the members of the proposed 
court were to be taken, and that every possible precaution was 
to be used for excluding from the office of judge, all persons 
who could be supposed to have any bias upon their minds, it 
might safely be said, that no assemblage of persons could be 
found better qualified to investigate truth, or more likely to 
decide with candor and justice. 

The chief debate upon the principle of this bill, took place 
on the day fixed for its going into a committee, when the mo- 
tion for the speaker’s leaving the chair, was opposed, but at 
length carried, at a very late hour, by a majority of 27l» to 
60. Upon communicating to his majesty, the result of this 
debate, Mr. Pitt received the following answer : 

f 

“ It is with infinite pleasure I have received Mr. Pitt’s note,’ 
containing the agi’eeable account of the committee on the East 
India bill having been opened by the division of so very decided 
a majority. I trust this will prevent much trouble being given 
in its farther progress, and that this measure may lay a foundar 
tioh for, by degrees, correcting those shocking enormities in 
India, which disgrace human nature ] and if not put a stop to, 
threaten the expulsion of the company, out of that wealthy 
region. I have the more confidence of success, from knowing 
Mr. Pitt’s good sense, which will make him not expect, that the 
present experiment shall at once prove perfect ; but that by an, 
attentive eye, and an inclination to do only what is right, he 
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as occasions arise, be willing to make such improveriients 
as may, by degrees, bring this arduous work to some degree of 
perfection." - . 

The large majority upon this occasion prevented any other 
division in the house of commons, except two, upon clauses in 
the committee, in which the numbers were very small *, and 
both in favor of Mr. Pitt. The only division in the house of 
lords, was upon a motion of lord Carlisle's, in a very thin house, 
for altering the day fixed for the second reading, in which 
ministers prevailed, by a majority of 11 to 4. 

Besides these bills, which were brought forward by Mr. Pitt 
himself, there was a variety of other business in the present 
session, in which he took a leading part. 

The first subject to be mentioned, is the Westminster elec- 
tion, some proceedings in which have been already related; 
and which is deserving of farther notice, as it involved a ques- 
tion respecting the constitutional rights of the house of 
commons. 

, Mr. Lee having failed in the resolution, which he moved oh 
the 24th of May, for censuring the conduct of the high bailiff, 
in granting a scrutiny, Mr. Fox; oh the following day, presented 
a petition from himself to the house of commons, praying, that 
the house would order the high bailiff to make " a proper and 
perfect return" for the city of Westminster, meaning, as he 
• said, that the petition should be referred ' to a committee 

* Ninetyrtwo, and seven, on one of these clauses’; and one hundred and ten, and 
thirty-nine, on the other. 
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CHAP. V. under, Mr. Grenville^’s act. To this, Mr. Pitt, among others, 
^ 784 - objected, as, that act was applicable to sitting members only, 
and no persons -had been returned for Westminster. Mr. Fox 
admitted, that the petition did not come within the letter of the 
act, and,, after a. short debate, it was withdra'vra. In a subse- 
quent; part of the day, it was presented ' again, for' the pui’pose 
of the petitioner being heard by his counsel, at the bar of the 
house ; it was then received, and an nfder made accordingly. 

. On the 31st, a petition iwas presented -from certain electors of 
Westminster, to the same effect as that from Mr. Fox and two 
days afterwards, a petitiori of an opposite nature was presented 
from certain other electors, praying, that the scrutiny, granted 
by the high bailiff, might be allowed to proceed, as being the 
only: means of ascertaining, which of the candidates had'a mar 
jority of. legal votes. The hearing! of counsel, and exainination 
of witnesses upon these several petitions, occupied four days*', 
upon every one of which . the house sat very later and on the 
8th : of J urie, a motion was made to direct the high bailiff to 
make an immediate return of members to serve for the city of 
Westminster. This motion occasioned a very long and warm 
debate ; and it was evident that Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox waited, 
as they frequently did, to reply to each other. At length Mr. 
Fox rose, and made a most intemperate and violent speech. 
I shall transcribe Mr. Pitt’s answer, as it displays great spirit, 
eloquence, and power of reasoning, and gives a very clear idea 
of a question, which excited considerable interest at the time. 

“ Sir, if the right honorable gentleman’s reason for- being 

* There were two divisions, ;both in favor of government, one of 212 to 77, 
and the other of ,180 to 81. ■ 
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so desirous of securing to liimseslf .the last’ hearing in this 
debate, has been, in order that his mad arid violent assertions ^ 
might pass without opportunity of being conti'adicted, I must 
acknowledge, indeed, the prudence and policy of his conduct 
in endeavoring to prevent a reply ; but I must rejoice, how- 
ever, when charges are brought against administration, as 
gross as they are unfounded, that I have the opportunity of 
rising to refute the accusations, to contradict the, assertions, 
to defy that right honorable gentleman to proof, and-to affirm, 
with equal hardiness, and I trust, ^with more than equal', truth, 
that, in no . respect, has administration exercised any undue 
influence — ^in no respect have they been so profligate as , to 
furnish those means which have been hinted at — in no. in- 
stances have they suborned witnesses to swear away menu's 
lives — in no respect whatever have they been accessary to 
those violences, murders, perjuries, and 'that black catalogue 
of offences, which the right honorable gentleman calls up, by 
way of auxiliary matter, to embellish his speech, and to assist 
the house in the decision of tliat grave, dry, constitutional 
question, which is all we have this night to determine. Sir, if 
the right honorable gentleman has his, charge to bring forward, 
the courts of this country are open to him: I hope, and trust, 
administration is not so strong as- to, be able to resist, any just 
accusation, that he can bring against , them. I hope^ on the 
other hand, ; administration is not so weak, as to give wajr and 
yield to vehement assertions, utterly unsupported, and .evi- 
dently malicious : I should have hoped,, opposition was not so 
strong, that no faction in this country, could have been so strong, 
so bold, so mad with desperation and disappointriient, as to throw 
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out gi'kit and criminal charges against administration, without 
having either the intention, or the means, or the shadow of 
any means, to support the accusations which they venture so 
roundly to make. ; 

I am not surprised, indeed, that the right honorable gentle' 
man should attempt to represent himself as the marked object 
"of ministerial persecution. AVith respect, sir, to the very, 
criiel hardship, that he has just complained of, namely, that 
he has not been allowed to have the last word in the debate, 
I would only beg leave to remind both him and the house, 
that so far from having, from his present situation, an indis- 
putable right to the last word, it is contrary, I believe, 
to a standing order of your house, that he is allowed to 
speak at all, or even to be present in the house; for one 
of your standing orders says; “ that if any thing shall come in 
question touching the return or election of any member, 
he is to withdraw during the time the matter is in debate.'’ 
Such, then, is the cruel persecution carrying on against the 
right honorable gentleman, that instead of being forced to be 
silent, and to withdraw, he is allowed to speak often ten 
times a day on the same question ; sometimes, sir, for three 
hours at a time, filling his- speech with every thing that is per- 
sonal, invidious, and inflammatory. I say, nevertheless, I am- 
not surprised, if he should pretend to be the butt of ministe- 
rial persecution, and if, by striving to excite the public com- 
passion, he should seek to reinstate himself in that popularity, 
which he once enjoyed, but which he so unhappily has for- 
feited. Tor it is the best and most ordinary resource of these, 
political ap,osta:tes,' to court and to offer themselves to. perse- 



cutiori, for the sake of the popular predilection and pit}'-, which 
usually fall upon persecuted ‘men ; it becomes worth their 
while to suffer, for a time, political martyrdom, for the sake 
of the canonization that awaits the suffering martyr; and 
I make no doubt, the right honorable gentleman has so much 
penetration, and at the same time so much passive virtue about 
him, that he would be glad, not only to seem a poor, injured, 
persecuted man, but that he would gladly seek an opportunity 
of really suffering a little persecution, if it be possible to find 
such opportunity. 

“ Upon the same ground, sir, it would unquestionably be 
my interest, and no less, I am sure, my wish, to abstain from' 
every thing, that has even the appearance of persecution, much 
more that is in reality persecution ; but yet, when great consti- 
tutional questions are involved, it then becomes a minister to: 
forego every other consideration, and so far, perhaps, to gratify 
his adversary, as to furnish him with the pretence of being the., 
object of ministerial persecution ; steadfastly determining, at 
all hazards, and contrary, perhaps, to his own convenience, to- 
maintain the true, spirit of the constitution. 

. “I wish to meet the right honorable gentleman on the two. 
grounds, which he has laid down, and to decide upon the 
issue of them : First, the propriety and expediency of granting 
a scrutiny arid, secondly, the legality of it, under all the cir- 
cumstances of the case. And here, sir, let me first touch a little- 
on the hardship which the right honorable gentleman is said to 
labor under. Now I do insist, that, if his single object be 
(as he;says it is) to bring the dispute to the decision of Mr., 
Grenville’s committee, a scrutiny will not delay that decision. 
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ciiAi*. V. one moment; nay, it will even forward it : for, suppose the 
, return, according to the motion , before the house, to be made 
immediately, still the petition before Mr. Grenville's committee 
could not be gone through this jrear ; it must, therefore, begin 
again, de novo, in the next session, the latter end of which 
would arrive before the question could be decided. On the 
other hand, if a scrutinj'^ be now instituted jpreparatory to the 
petition, it will be finished, ini all human probability, before the 
beginning of the next session ; and the petitioner, whoever he 
may be, will come prepared, having his business cut short by 
these means, so that the petition rriust be finally decided in the 
early pai-t of the next session ; or, perhaps, the consequence of 
a scrutiny may be, that there will come no petition at all. 

“ But die ridit honorable gentleman Avishes even that there 
might be a new Avrit, and a neSv electionj rather than a scrutiny; 
Noav, let us see hoAv this would expedite the business. Why, 
sir, if ancAV Aviit Avere issued Avhile the parliament is sitting, as 
this Avould be, all sides are agreed, that the bailiff- would have 
a perfect right to prosecute a scrutiny, whenever the poll is 
over; it being universally alloAs^ed, : that scrutinies are’laAvful, 
in the case of elections, during the sitting of parliament. If you 
grant, therefore, the fight honorable gentlenian this curious 
Avish of his, the consequence Avill simply' be, that- after another 
forty days' poll, forty days' riot, and forty days' confusion, he 
will find himself just Avhere he is at' this moment, except, in- 
deed, that he will then be constrained to OAvn' (frbih the prece- 
dent ofVandepiit and Trentham, Avhich will become precisely 
in point,) that the high bailiff, if he pleases, will then have an 
undbubted right to go on Avith the scrutiny. 
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“ Now, to say the truth, the arguments of the right honorable 
gentleman, if they prove any thing, must necessarily prove what ^ 
I have just stated, namely, that there must be a new wit ; 
for he tells you, that, after the 18th of May, the bailiff became 
functus officio ; that all the virtue of his writ expired, and 
that the high bailiff, after that day, was no longer, in this respect, 
high bailiff, but Avas turned into a private person, and had no 
more right to institute a scrutiny than any one of us ; and yet, 
sir, by the resolution before you, this bailiff is ordered to 
do an act, which no bailiff, functus officio, can possibly do ; 
namely, to return the Avrit. The hand you order to' sign the 
writ, is a dead man s hand. Why surel5% sir, if the bailiff, 
ever since the 18th of May, has been like one of ourselves, 
you may as Avell order one of us to make the. return, as order 
the high bailiff to do it.. So far, therefore, as the hardship of 
the case is considered, it is clear, that to let the scrutiny pro- 
ceed, is a mitigation of trouble and expence ; since a neAV Avrit 
is the consequence of the honorable gentleman's argument, and 
a neAV Avrit, as I said before, Avould, forty days hence, exactly 
bring us to that point Avhere we are noAV arrived. 

I must beg the house, then, to consider coolly and dis- 
tinctly, what the motion before you tends to : it does not, 
indeed, command the high bailiff to return lord Hood and 
Mr. Pox, as the honorable gentlenian first intended, and as his 
petition prayed ; that is noAV found out to be too monstrous, as 
it would be no less than to make this house the electors of its 
oAvn members ; usurping at once the office of returning officer 
and the right of electing the representatives of the people. That 
ground, I say, sir, is shifted ; and to Avhat does the resolution 
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now go ? It orders the high bailiff to return two members ; it 
orders this deceased returning officer back again to life, in order 
to make a return of the writ ; this officer, I say, sir, whose exis- 
tence irrevocably ceased on the 18th of May ; for, on the 
single argument of his perfect nonentity since . that day, rests 
the whole of that conclusion which is so earnestly contended 
for, that he is not in the capacity to prosecute the scrutiny. 
Now,' sir, the resolution also orders the high bailiff to return 
those two candidates, who have, in his judgment, the majority 
of legal votes, though the bailiff told j'^ou 3 ':esterday, he could 
form no judgment, who had the legal majority, and though he 
explained, by substantial evidence, for what reasons . it was 
impossible to form such judgment. Sir, I will not weary the 
house, with entering into all the detail of evidence ; but I ask 
any man of honor, of candor, and of plain sense, whether the 
high bailiff of Westminster had not sufficient reason to wish 
for a scrutiny, in order to satisfy his own judgment and con- 
science, provided a scrutiny could be legally prosecuted, under- 
all the circumstances of the case? The- legality of it, is what 
I shall certainly have to prove. His evidence, in three words, 
was this that there have polled at this election, above 4,000 
more men than there are legal votes in Westminster, upon any 
calculation that can’ be . formed ; that there have . sometimes 
been 1,800 suffered to poll in a day, under the -idea that the 
votes were to be revised at a scrutiny ; that he has received 
information of many hundred bad votes for Mr. Fox, in two 
particular -parishes ; that lie has had intelligence, sufficient 
certainly to ivarrant a suspicion, that. bad practices -had been 
used for the purpose, of procuring a number of - illegal votes ; 
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and that lie was terrified, by violent threats, /into an admission 
of many votes extremely doubtful, which, however, he set 
down at the moment, with the determination to inqim-e ' into 
them afterwards : upon these grounds, let any man deny, if 
lie can, the expediency and propriety of a scrutiny, provided 
it be lawful. 'We are told, indeed, .of Mr. Grenville’s com^ 
mittee, and that it is there alone an effectual . scrutiny can be 
had : but, sir, the high bailiff is not to take Mr. Grenville’s bill 
into his consideration; he is sworn to. return those who have 
the majority of legal, votes, according to his judgment; and he 
is bound, therefore, to do every thing that is legal, in order 
(Sufficiently to inform his judgment. Besides, give me leave 
to. say, the possession even of the seat ought not to depend on 
the very loose discretion of the returning officer. The law and 
the constitution consider it to be a matter of some moment, 
who shall be put to the trouble of petitioning ; and it is expected 
of the returning officer, that he should . give the . intermediate 
possession of the seat to -those candidates alone, who have 
pretty strong prima facie evidence of their right. 

“ "With respect, sir, to the legality of the scrutiny, under all 
the present circumstances, which appears to me the hinge on 
which every thing is now to turn, I am certainly forced to 
.acknowledge, that there exists no precedent precisely in point, 
;though the case of Vandeput and Trentham, in this same city 
.of. 'Westminster, appears tome nearly in point as to the mean,- 
dng and spirit, of .it; but there is certainly this accidental 
difference, that that Was an election during .the existence, of 
,parliament,.the present is an election following a dissolution. 
What I mean, -however, to. prove, and.. what. I: say .must be 
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proved, (unless we issue a new writ) is this ; that the high 
, bailiff was not so completely functus officio on the 18th of 
May, but that, sufficient explanation having been given why 
he could not return the wi'it on the day when it was returnable, 
the law and the constitution do allow, that this house, should 
leave the returning officer to prosecute and complete the elec- 
tion, which he has begun, without issuing a new "writ. 

“.The case of Coventry has been quoted, in order to prove 
the returning officer, functus officio ; but I deny that this is 
a case in point. There, the election was interrupted by riots, 
the poll books destroyed, and the returning officer therefore 
made (as in the present case,) a special return, certifying to 
the house, the reasons why he could not return two members ; 
whereupon the house issued a new writ. But, sir, between 
that case and the present, there is a striking difference. Here 
the bailiff reports to us, that the election is begun, but is not 
yet complete, for certain reasons. In the case of Coventry, 
the returning officer certified, that the whole election had been 
defeated; not that he had not had time to decide whom he 
should return, but that he had all to begin again, which ren- 
dered a new writ most undoubtedly proper. The act of 
parliament, in which gentlemen lay their, great stress, and 
which.the bailiff is said to have broken, is, as I understand, the 
IQth and 11th of king William; an act, as I must insist, 
-applicable only to sheriffs, who were grown at that time 
extremely negligent in forwarding their writs, Svhich are the 
aggregate of the precepts, received by them, for the several 
returning bfficefs within their respective counties. It applies 
to sheriffs^ merely as executive, not as judicial officers, enj qining 



them to make up with diligence the precepts they had received, 
and to send theni to the crown office within a limited time, 
under the penalty of 500 1 . ; a moiety of which is payable to 
the person suing for it. Now, sir, as the right honorable 
gentleman has confessed, upon better information, that he 
should stand no chance of recovering the penalty on a popular 
action, since he has declined this species of revenge upon the 
bailiff, which he at first threatened, he has saved me the trouble 
of contesting that question ; and it is indisputably clear, that 
the present case can by no means come under that act. That 
act relates, I say, to the executive conduct of the sheriff ; the 
present question respects the judicial conduct of the bailiff, 
who, in order to make up his judgment, has thought propei% 
under certain extraordinary circumstances, to institute a scru- 
tiny. I am far from thinkingj that a bailiff has any right to 
protract his election beyond the day when the writ is returnable, 
unless from very particular circumstances. The argument, 
therefore, that bailiffs, at this I’ate, may pfoti’act the meeting 
of parliament to what period they please, must fall entirely, to 
the ground. The house must judge of his reasons, niust hear 
them, must examine them ; and if they are insufficient, must 
correct and punish him, if he be worthy of punishment : but 
if proof be givenj that," owing to peculiar circumstances, it 
was impossible for him to fulfil his oath, and to judge who had 
the majority of legal votes, I say, then the law and' the consti- 
tution permit, that he should prosecute what he has begun 
without a new wi’it, and take those measures, which are abso- 
lutely necessary to form his judgment. . : 

“ In order to examine more particularly what is the law of 
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tlie case, we can only ask ourselves, liow it stands when similar 
, circumstances occur in the execution of other writs. In the 
nature of writs, it is agreed, there is no difference. Let us 
examine, then,!the analogy of law upon the subject, and I hope, 
sir, I shall not be thought pedantic, if I should allude some- 
what technically to a profession, to which I once had the honor, 
of belonging, in order to prove distinctly, what is the law upon 
this point. A very learned gentleman near me, (the master of 
the rolls) has told you, that in many instances the court allows 
an extension of time, incases where some proceedings have 
been had upon the wit, but where every thing is not perfected 
by the day Avhen the wit is' returnable. Now, ' sir, to bring 
this point of law more directly into the cognizance of the house, 
I Avill state a case : — A wit is issued to the sheriff, (in an action 
of debt) called a capias ad satisfaciendum, ordering him to 
^eize the goods of A, and this is followed by another, called 
a venditioni exponas, and is returnable by a certain day; the 
sheriff, in prosecution of his writ, seizes the goods, in order to. 
put them up to sale. But Ave will suppose, that in taking these 
goods of A, as he is commanded by the Avrit, the sheriff, through 
mistake and confusion, lays hold of some goods of B, which 
are mixed Avith them, and he has not time to separate the goods 
of A, Avhich are all he is authorized to take, and to put them: 
iipto sale before the wit is returnable. "VVhat does the sheriff 
do in this case ? Why, sir, he reports the particular circum- 
stances Avhich prevent his returning the writ, to the court, and 
the court then allows him; to go and examine into the. goods, 
or, in other Avords, they grant a scrutiny upon the circumstanced 
laid before them',. not issuing. any, new .wit, but: *alloAving only 
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an extension of the old one.. Now, sir, let the house alter the 
word sheriff to bailiff, and for dead goods read living, and this 
is the very case before you. . 

■ “ But if this, which I have stated, be true ; if it be law, if it 
be the fact in the courts below, arguing as I have a right to 
argue, upon the analogy of the law in every new case, I do 
implore the house to consider the absolute illegality of our 
interfering in the office of . bailiff, and directing him either to 
return lord Hood and Mr. I!ox, as was once desired of us,' or 
the illegality even of forcing' him to return any two members, 
before. those measures are taken, which it is absolutely neces- 
sary to take, and which the law therefore enjoins him to take, 
in order to make his return. 

• ‘ “ Some gentlemen have talked of the peculiar jealousy of our 
constituents, oh matters of election ; but, sir, their's has never 
been a jealousy lest this'house should be supine in watching its 
own privileges; The jealousy of the people- has always justly 
been, lest this house should assume privileges of electing 
members, or of directing their election, which is not for us to 
.do; . What was the case of the Middlesex election? Was it 
not that the house of commons determined, by their owii 
authority, to impose on the people a representative, who was 
not the object of their choice? God forbid that this house 
should again impose on the people any man, who is not the 
object of their choice! Let elections without doors take their 
legal course. . It is our office to punish corrupt or partial 
returning officers ; it is oUr' office to issue ncAV writs ; it is our 
office ultiniately to decide . election contests ; but it is ' not 

• within ■ the : scope pf , pur ; privileges to direct the bailiffs; whom 
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tlie case, we can only ask ourselves, how it stands when similar 
circumstances occur in the execution of other writs. In the 
nature of writs, it is agreed, tliere is no difference. Let us 
examine, then, the analogy of law upon tlic subject, and I hope, 
sir, I shall not be thought pedantic, if I should allude some- 
what technically to a profession, to which I once had the honor 
of belonging, in order to prove distinctly, what is the law upon 
this point. A very learned gentleman near me, (the master of 
the rolls) has told you, that in many instances the court allows 
an extension of time, in cases where some proceedings have 
been had upon the writ, but where every thing is not perfected 
by the day when the writ is returnable. Now, sir, to bring 
this point of law more directly into the cognizance of the house, 
1 will sUite a case : — A writ is issued to the sheriff, (in an action 
of debt) called a capias ad satisfaciendum, ordering him to 
seize the goods of A, and this is follow’ed by another, called 
a venditioni exponas, and is returnable by a certain day ; the 
sheriff, in prosecution of his writ, seizes the goods, in order to 
put them up to sale. But Ave will suppose, that in taking these 
goods of A, as he is commanded b}'^ the writ, the sheriff, through 
mistake and confusion, lays hold of some goods of B, which 
are mixed Avith them, and he has not time to separate the goods 
of A, Avhich are all he is authorized to take, and to put them 
up to sale before the Avrit is returnable. What does the sheriff 
do in this case ? Why, sir, he reports tlie particular circum- 
stances Avhich prevent his returning the Avrit, to the court, and 
the court then oIIoaa's him to go and examine into the goods, 
or, in other Avords, they grant a scrutiny upon the circumstances' 
laid before theni,, not, issuing any, ncAV Avrit, but -alloAving only 
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an extension of the old one. Now, sir, let the house alter the 
word sheriff to baililF, and for dead goods read living, and this 
is the very case before you. 

• ■“ But if this, which I have stated, be true ; if it be law, if it 
be the fact in the courts below, arguing as I have a right to 
argue, upon the analogy of the law in every new case, I do 
implore the house to consider the absolute illegality of our 
interfering iri the office of . bailiff, and directing him either to 
return lord Hood' and Mr. I;OX, as was once desired of us,' or 
the illegality 'even, of forcing' him to return any two members, 
before those measures are taken, which it is absolutely neces- 
sary to take, and which the law, therefore enjoins him to take, 
in order to make his return. 

: ■ “ Some gentlemen have talked of the peculiar jealousy of our 
constituents, oh matters of election ; but, sir, their's has never 
been a jealousy lestthis'house should be supine in watching its 
o^vn privileges: The jealousy of the people- has always justly 
been, lest this house should assume privileges of electing 
members, or of directing their election, which is not for us to 
do; . "What .was the case of the Middlesex election? Was it 
not that the. house of commons determined, by their own 
authority, to impose on the people a representative, who was 
not the object of their choice? God forbid that this , house 
should agairi impose on the people any man, who is not the 
object of their choice ! Let elections without doors take then- 
legal course. , It is our office to punish corrupt or partial 
returning officers ; it is our office to issue new writs ; it is our 
office . ultimately to decide , election contests ; but it is not 
•{within the i scope pf . ,pur • privileges to .dii"ect; the bailiffs . whom 
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the case, \ve caa only ask ourselves, how it stands when similar 
. circumstances occur in the execution of other writs. In the 
nature of writs, it is agreed, there is no diiference. Let us 
examine, then, the analogy of law upon tiic subject, and I hope, 
sir, I shall not be thought pedantic, if I should allude some- 
what technically to a profession, to which I once had the honor 
of belonging, in order to prove distinctly, w^hatis the law' upon 
this point. A very learned gentleman near me, (the master of 
the rolls) has told you, that in many instances the court allows 
an extension of time, in cases where some proceedings have 
been iiad upon the wait, but where every tiling is not perfected 
by the day when the w'rit is returnable. Now, sir, to bring 
this point of law more directly into the cognizance of the house, 
1 will sUite a case : — w'rit is issued to the slierilf, (in an action 
of debt) called a capias ad satisfaciendum, ordering him to 
seize the goods of A, and tliis is followed by another, called 
a venditioni exponas, and is returnable by a certain day ; tlie 
sherilf, in prosecution of his writ, seizes the goods, in order to 
put them up to sale. But we wall suppose, that in taking these 
goods of A, as he is commanded by the writ, the sheriff, through 
mistake and confusion, lays hold of some goods of B, w'hich 
are mixed w'ith them, and he has not time to separate the goods 
of xV, which are all he is authorized to take, and to put themi 
iip to sale before the wit is returnable. What does the sheriff 
do in this case ? Why, sir, he reports the particular circumi- 
stances which prevent his returning the wait, to the court, and 
the court then allow^s him to go and examine into the goods, 
or, in other words, they grant a scrutiny upon the circumstances' 
laid before them',, not issuing any new wit, but-allowing only 
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an extension of the old one.. Now, sir, let the house alter the 
word sheriff to baililF, and for dead goods read living, and this 
is the very case before you. ■ . 

■ ■“ But if this, .which I have stated, be true ; if it be law, if it 
be the fact in the courts below, arguing as I have a right to 
argue, upon the analogy of the law in every new case, I do 
implore the house to consider the absolute illegality of our 
interfering iii the office of .bailifF, and directing him either to 
return lord, Hood and Mr. Eox, as was once desired of us,' or 
the illegality >ven of forcing' him to return any two members, 
before those measures are daken, which it is absolutely neces- 
sary to take, and which the la^v therefore enjoins him to take, 
in order to make his return. 

' “ Some gentlemen have talked of the peculiar jealousy of our 
constituents, on matters of .'election ; but, sir, their's has never 
been a jealousy lest thisffiouse should be supine in watching its 
o^vn privileges; . The jealousy of the people has ahyays justly 
been, lest this house should assume privileges of electing 
members, or of directing their election, which is not for us to 
do. , AVhat was the case of the Middlesex election ? Was it 
not that the, house of commons determined, by their owii 
authority, to impose on the people a representative, who was 
not the object of their choice? God forbid that this, house 
should again impose on, the , people any man, who is not the 
object of their choice ! Let elections without doors take their 
legal course. ; It is our office to punish corrupt or partial 
returning officers ] it is our office to issue new writs ; it is our 
office ultimately to decide' election contests ; but . it is not 
-{within the c.scppe of, .pur ; privileges to direct the bailiffs; whom 
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the case,- we can only ask ourselves, lioAV it stands when similar 
, circumstances occur, in the execution of bther writs; lii the. 
uatufe of writs j it is agreed, there is no difference. Let us 
examine, then, the analogy ‘of law upon the subject, and I hope',- 
sir, I shall not be thought pedantic, if I should allude some- 
what technically to a profession, to which I once had the honor, 
of belonging, in order to prove distinctly, what is the law upon 
this point. A very learned gentleman near me, (the ihastef of 
the rolls) has told you, that in many instances the court allows, 
an extension of time, in cases where some proceedings have 
been had upon the writ, but where everything is not perfected 
by the day when the writ is returnable. Now, sir, to bring 
this point of law more directly into the cognizance.of the house, 
I will state a case : — A writ is issued to the sheriff, (in an action 
of debt) called a capias ad satisfaciendum, ordering him , tot 
seize the goods. of A, and this is followed by another, called 
a venditioni exponas, and is returnable by a certain day ; the 
sheriff, in prosecution of his writ, seizes the goods, in order to 
put them up to sale. But we will suppose, that in taking these 
goods of A, as he is commanded by the writ, the sheriff, through 
mistake and confusion, lays hold of soriie goods of B, which 
are mixed with them, and he has not time to separate the goods 
of A, which are all he is authorized to take^ and to put them 
up to sale before the writ is returnable. What does the, sheriff 
do in this case ? Why, sir,, he reports the particular circuni- 
stances which prevent his. returning the writ, to the court, and 
the court then allows him: to go and examine into the goods, 
or, in other words, they grant a scrutiny upon the circumstances' 
laid'befoi’e them,, notd.s'siiing. any new writ, but: -allowing only 



413 


an extension of the old one. Now, sir, let the house alter the 
word sheriff to bailili^ and for dead goods read living, and this 
is the very case before you. 

• “ But if this, which I have stated, be true ; if it be law, if it 
be the fact in the courts below, arguing as I have a right to 
argue, upon the analogy of the law in every new case, Ido 
implore the house to consider the absolute illegality of our 
interfering iri the office of- -bailiff, and directing him either to 
return lord Hood and Mr. Fox, as was once desired of us,' or 
the illegality >ven of forcing' him to return any two members, 
before those measures are taken, which it is absolutely neces- 
sary to take, and which the law therefore enjoins him to take, 
in order to make his return. 

' ■ “ Some gentlemen have talked of the peculiar jealousy of our 
constituents, oh matters of election ; but, sir, their's has never 
been a jealousy lest thisffiouse; should be supine in watching its 
own privileges. The jealousy of the people; has always justly 
been, lest this house should assume privileges of electing 
members, or of directing their election, which is not for us to 
do; What was the case of the Middlesex election? Was it 
not that the house of commons determined, by their own 
authoi'ityj to impose on the people a representative, who was 
not the object of their choice? God forbid that this . house 
should again impose on the people any man, who is not the 
object of their choice ! Let elections without doors take their 
legal course. ; It is our ; office , to punish corrupt or partial 
returning officers ; it is oUr' office to issue new writs ; it is our 
office ultimately to decide' election .contests ; but it ' is 'not 
•within the : scppe of pur ; privileges to .direct the bailiffs whom 


CHA1\. y., 

t784-. 



413 


CHAV‘. V. 

1784. 


the case, we can only ask ourselves^ How it stands when similah 
. circumstances occur in the execution of. other wiuts. In the. 
nature of writs i it is agreed, there is no diiference. Let us 
examine, then, 'the analogy ;of law upon the subject, and I hope, 
sir, I shall not be thought pedantic, if I should allude some- 
what technically to a profession, to which I once had the honor, 
of belonging, in order to prove distinctlyj what is the law upon 
this point. A very learned gentleman near me, (the master: of 
the rolls) has told you, that in many instances the court allows 
an extension of time, in cases where some proceedings have 
been had upon the writ, butAvliere every thing is not perfected 
b}’’ the: day when the wi*it is' returnable. Now, ■ sir, to bring 
this point of law more directly into the cognizance of the hbuse, 
I will state a case : — A writ is issued to the sheriff, (in an action 
of debt) called a capias ad satisfaciendum, ordering him tc[ 
§eize the goods of A, and this is followed by another, called 
a venditioni exponas, and is returnable by a certain day ; the 
sheriff, in prosecution of his writ, seizes the goods, in order to 
put them up to sale. But Ave will suppose, that in taking these 
goods of A, as he is commanded by the writ, the sheriff, through 
mistake and confusion, lays hold of some goods of B, which 
are mixed with them, and he has not time to separate the goods 
of A, Avhich are all he is authorized to take,- and to put them 
up to sale before the writ is returnable. What does the shei'iff 
do in this case ? Why, sir, he reports the particular circum- 
stances which preventhis, returning the Avrit, to the court, and 
the court then alloAVS him to go and examine, into the goods, 
or, in other words, they grant a scrutiny upon the circumstances' 
laid before theni,,not;issumg any: new AM’it, but; -allowing only 
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an extension of the old one.. Now, sir, let the house alter the 
word sheriff to bailift’, and for dead goods read living, and this 
is the very case before you. 

“ But if this, which I have stated, be true ; if it be law, if it 
be the fact in the courts below, arguing as I have a right to 
argue, upon the analogy of the law in every new case, I do 
implore the house to consider the absolute illegality of our 
interfering in the office of- bailiff, and directing him either to 
return lord Hood and Mr. Box, as was once desired of us, or 
the illegality even of forcing him to return any two members, 
before those measures are taken, which it is . absolutely neces- 
sary to take, and which tho law. therefore enjoins him to take, 
in order to make his return. 

■ “ Some gentlemen have talked of the peculiar jealousy of our 
constituents, on matters of election ; but, sir, their's has never 
been a jealousy lest this house should be supine in watching its 
own privileges. The jealousy of the people has always justly 
been, lest this house should assume privileges of electing 
members, or of . directing their election, which is not for us to 
do. What, was the case of the Middlesex election? Was it 
not that the house of commons determined, by their owii 
authority, to impose on the people a representative, who was 
not the object of their choice ? God forbid that this house 
should again impose on the people any man, who is not the 
object of their choice ! Let elections without doors take their 
legal course. ; It is our office to punish corrupt or partial 
returning officers ; it is our office to issue new writs; it is our 
office ultimately to decide' , election .contests ; but it is not 
•within the r scope pf .. ,pur : privileges to direct the bailiffs- whom 
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the case, we can only ask ourselves, How it stands when similar 
. circiinistances occur in the execution of Other writs. In the. 
nature of writs, it is agreed, there is no difference. Let us 
examine, then, the analogy of law upon the subject, and I hope, 
sir, I shall not be thought pedantic, if I should allude some- 
what technically to a profession, to wliich I once had the honor, 
of belonging, in order to prove distinctly, what is the law upon 
this point. A very learned gentleman near me, (the master; of 
the rolls) has told you, that in many instances the court allows 
an extension of time, in cases where some proceedings have 
been had upon the wi'if, but where everything is not perfected 
b}'" the day when the wiut is' returnable. Now, sir, to bring 
this point of law more directly into the cognizance of the house, 
I will state a case : — A writ is issued to the sheriiF, (in an action, 
of debt) called a capias ad satisfaciendum, ordering him to 
peize the goods . of A, and this is followed by another, called 
a venditioni exponas, and is returnable by a certain day ; the 
sheriff, in prosecution of his writ, seizes the goods, in order to, 
put them up to sale. But we will suppose, that in taking these 
goods of A, as he is commanded by the writ, the sheriff, through 
mistake and confusion, lays hold of soine goods of B, which 
are mixed with them, and he has not time to separate the goods 
of A, which are all he is authorized to take, and to put them 
iip to sale before the wi’it is retm-nable. What does the sheriff 
do in this case ? Why, sir, he reports the particular circuni- 
stances which prevent- his returning the wi’it, to the court, and 
the court then allows him; to go and examine into, the goods, 
or, in other words, they grant a scrutiny upon the circumstances' 
laid before them,.not:i.ssuihg;any: new wi'it, but; ’allowing only 
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an extension of the old one. Now, sir, let the house alter the 
word sheriff to bailiff, and for dead goods read living, and this 
is the very case before you. • 

' ■“ But if this, which I have stated, be true ; if it be law, if it 
be the fact in the courts below, arguing as I have a right to 
argue, upon the analogy of the law in every new case, I do 
implore the house to consider the absolute illegality of our 
interfering iii the office of , bailiff, and directing him either to 
return lord Hood and Mr. F^ox, as was once desired of us,' or 
the illegality even of forcing him to return any two members, 
before.those measures are taken, which it is absolutely neces- 
sary to take, and which tho law. therefore enjoins him to take, 
in order to make his return. 

; ■ “ Some gentlemen have tffiked of the peculiar jealousy of our 
coristituehts, oh matters of election ; but, sir, their's has never 
been a jealousy lest this' house should be supine in watching its 
own privileges^ The jealousy of the people- has always justly 
been, lest this house should assume privileges of electing 
members, or of directing their election, which is not for us tO 
do. . AVhat was the case of the Middlesex election? Was it 
not that the. house of commons determined, by their own 
authority, to impose on the people a representative, who was 
not the object of their choice? God forbid that this . house 
should again impose on the people any man, who is not the 
object of their choice ! Let elections without doors take their 
legal course. It is our office to punish corrupt or partial 
returning officers ; it is oUr' office to issue new wi'its ; it is bur 
office ultimately to decide election .contests ; but it is not 
•within ■ the ..scope pf pur ; privileges to direct the bailiffswhom 
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to return, or to order them, as if they were servants or officers 
of our's, to make returns in what manner, and at what time,' 
we please. The right honorable gentleman, indeed, might, 
with some degree of consistency, propose to the house, the 
assumption of new privileges in matters of elections, for, in 
the case of the Middlesex election, we know that he. was the 
champion of this house, against the rights of the people ; and 
it is singular enough, that the only two points in which the 
right honorable gentleman and the noble lord (lord North) for 
a series of years agreed, were in the decision of the Middlesex 
election, which is now so deservedly execrated, and in their 
execration of Mr. Grenville's bill, which is now so deservedly 
applauded. 

“ Sir, it has been hinted to the house, that some new law to 
regulate Westminster elections Avill be proposed, and the right 
honorable gentleman, mth a degree of ingenuity that is charac- 
teristic, immediately exclaims, that we find it necessary to 
introduce a new law, in order to prevent future parliaments' 
from adopting the bad precedent we have set them. That 
a new law is wanted on the subject of elections in Westminster^ 
is surely what nobody can deny; but my opinion is, that until 
a new law is introduced, it is better to decide according to 
the laws existing, than to anticipate new laws,' or to pass ^the 
bounds of our privileges. I am aware, of the difficulties ;we 
are all reduced to, in so unheard of a case as -the present. Tor 
this house to order a bailiff whom to return, is impossible ; 
neither is it possible- for us to forbid him from doing- that which 
is absolutely necessary to the forming a - -reasonable - judgment 
upon a point, which is -not contrary, to law, and in which the 
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analogies of law, when the circumstances are compared, 
completely justify him.” 

A division took place, in wliich 117 voted for the question, 
and 195 against it. A motion was then made, directing the 
high bailiff to proceed in the scrutiny with all practicable dis- 
patch, which, after a short debate, was carried by a majority 
of 178 to 90 ; and thus the legality of the scrutiny, for 
which Mr. Pitt so earnestly contended, was fully established. 
The house did not adjourn till after six o'clock next 
morning. - 

Iisr the early part of the session, there were several conver- 
sations respecting the necessity of a reform in parliament, and 
Mr. Pitt was requested by Mr. Sawbridge, to bring the subject 
before the house of commons. But Mr. Pitt declared, that 
although he continued a decided friend to the measure, heliad 
not leisure to attend to the arrangement of so complicated and 
important a business ; and thinking the present an unfavorable 
time for discussing the question, he wished it to be deferred 
to the next session, when he pledged himself to bring it for- 
ward, and to give it every assistance in his power. Many other 
persons concurred in Mr. Pitt's wish, but Mr. Sawbridge would 
not consent to the postponement ; and on the I6th of June, 
he moved for the appointment of a committee, “ to inquire into 
the state of the representation of the commons of Great Britain 
in parliament.'' Mr. Pitt supported the motion, which was 
lost by a, majority of 19 I to 135. ' 

The only remaining business of this session, of sufficient 
importance to be noticed, is a motion of Mr. Dundas, on the 
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2d of August, relative to the estates forfeited to the croAvh, in’ 
consequence of the rebellion in Scotland in 1745. . A. number 
of persons, he said, in that part of the united kingdoraj had 
the misfortune to engage in that rebellion, and had paid the 
forfeit, some of their lives and . fortunes, others of their for-: 
tunes only. It was then judged necessary, in order to strike 
a terror into that part of the nation, that its inhabitants should 
be put under a kind of proscription, and be thereby disqua- 
lified from serving the state in any capacity. He did not mean' 
to give an opinion as to' the policy or impolicy of such a mea- 
sure ; but so it was, that the highlanders continued proscribed 
till towards the close of the war imniediately preceding the 
last. At that time they were called forth from their state ! of 
humiliation by an illustrious statesman, who, finding that the . 
southern parts of the kingdom, exhausted of men by the war, 
could no longer furnish the necessary recruits for the fleets 
and armies, saw that the highlands of Scotland were able to 
supply great numbers of men ; and resolved, like a man above 
the level of illiberal and unwise prejudices, to put an end 
to a proscription so injurious to the community at large. He 
raised regiments of highlanders, and sent them to fight the 
battles of their country in every quarter of the. world. They 
served with fidelity ; they fought with valor] and. with their 
blood they purchased glory to themselves, and victory to Great 
•Britain. The statesman, to Avhom he alluded, was the late earl 
of Chatham, whose expressions respecting that transaction lie 
had now on paper in his hand, 'and would read them to . the house, 
as infinitely better adapted to the subject, than any thing 
he could say. “ I am above all local prejudices," said that 
sreat man, “ and care not whether a man has been rocked In 
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a cradle on this, or on ihc other, side of the 'INvecd : I sought 
only for merit, and [ found it in the niountains of the nortli. 
I there found a hardy race of men, able to do their country 
service, but laboring under a proscription. I called them 
forth to her aid, and sent them to fight her battles, 'fhey did 
not disappoint my expectations : for their fidelity could only 
be equalled by their valor, which signalized their owm and 
their country’s renown all over the world.” Mr. Dimdas, having 
read this extract, proceeded : It was an auspicious omen, he 
said, that the first blow had been given to this proscription, by 
the earl of Chatham, and might well justify a hope, that the 
remains of the system would be entirely annihilated under the 
administration of his son, who would thus complete the good 
work which his gi'eat father had begun. The conduct of the 
earl of Chatham, in biking off the proscription, under which 
the families, engaged in the late rebellion, had labored for 
a long time, afforded them an opportunity to atone for the 
crimes of their ancestors ; and there was not one of all these 
families, in which some person had not spilt his blood in his 
country’s cause ; and he would be bold to assert, that all 
remains of that spirit 'svhich had rendered the inhabitants 
of the highlands disaffected to the present government, had 
long since disappeared ; and that the king had not at this 
moment, a set of more loyal subjects in his dominions. It 
would be generous then in parliament, to forget the oflhnces of 
the ancestors; it would be magnanimity to treat their worthy 
descendants like trusty and faithful subjects ; and by a resto- 
ration of the estates, cancel even the remembrance of the acts; 
by which they had been forfeited. He proposed, that these 
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estates, on. being restored, should descend, to those heirs, whe- 
^ ther. male or female, to whom they would have gone in a regulai’ 
and legal course of descent, in case no , act of rebellion had 
been committed by their ancestors ; subject, however, to the 
same charges, to which they were liable, when, they fell .into 
the hands of government. He represented this restoration as 
likely to have a very happy effect . upon the minds of the 
. tenantry of those estates^ by bringing back to. them their old 
landlords, to whom they might hereafter look for patronage 
arid protection ; and as peculiarly calculated to check that spirit 
of emigration, which had prevailed to a great degree, some 
years since, and seemed to be now reviving. 

Both Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox expressed their warm approbation 
of this proposal, and the bill passed the house of commons 
with scarcely any opposition. , In the house of peers, the lord 
chancellor, complained that the bill was introduced at so. late 
a period of the session ; and though he desired to be considered 
as not delivering any opinion upon its principle,, it was evident 
from his speech upon the second reading, that he was by no 
means favorable to the measure. . Upon the third reading, he 
made a motion to postpone the business to the next session, 
which , was negatived by a majority of 7 to 4; and the bill 
was passed. 

' On the 20th of August, his majesty put an end to the session 
. by a speech from' the throne, in which he returned thanks to 
the two houses, for their diligent and, zealous attention to the 
public service ; and especially, for the provision which they 
had made for the better government of India, and for the pro- 
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tection aiid improvement of the revenue; and he informed chap. v. 
them, that many^ important objcct.s, with respect to trade and . ^ 

commerce, would recj^uire their consideration after the recess. 

Tun ability and knowledge displaj'ed by INfr. Pitt, in the 
course of this session, in which more important business was 
carried through parliament, than in any former period of the 
same length, completely pul an end to the objections, which 
were before continually made to his youth and inexperience. 

No one now ventured to reproach him with engaging in an 
undertaking to. which he was uneijual ; while all allowed, that 
no political man had ever such a weight to sustain. The supe- 
riority of liis elocpience, and the energy and firmness of his 
mind, it had before been impossible to deny ; and now it 
appeared, that his talents were of that practical nature, which 
enabled him to devise measures, suited to the public exigencies, 
and calculated to rescue the country from the pressing and 
complicated ditliculties with which it was surrounded. He 
came prepared upon every subject, which admitted of previous 
consideration, and was never at a loss, when any question un- 
expectedly arose, or any objection was suddenly started by his 
adversaries. Though the whole business of the nation rested 
upon him, as the sole minister in the house of commons, it 
would be injustice not to mention, that he had a most able 
adviser and supporter in Mr. Dundas, who had been accus- 
tomed to take an active part in parliament duijng lord North's 
administration, and who now exerted his vigorous understand- 
ing and manly powers of debate, in a manner highly useful to 
Mr. Pitt. Ori him he could always rely as ready to 
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judiciously, aud wilii etlecl, any point which might be brought 
into discussion ; aud the particular attention which Mr. Dundas 
had for juany years given to Llie atfairs of India, enabled him 
to render Mr. IMtt the most essential service, in arranging and 
carrying through parliament his plan for the future govern- 
ment of that important part of llie Jdrilish empire. 

iMr. i^ilt passed the remainder of the year in London and its 
immediate neigiiborhood, preparing and maturing the. plans 
which he intended to submit to parliament in the ensuing 
session ; and enjoying the satisfaction of learning, that his 
measures for the improvement of the revenue, were succeeding 
to the utmost of his expectation. 
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CHAPTER THE SIXTH: 
178-1. 


Conthiental Affairs — Meeting of Parliament — Westminster Scrutiny — Finance 
Measures — Parliamentary Ileform — Commercial Intercourse between Great 
Britain anil Ireland — Prorogation of Parliament. 

T he situation of affairs upon tlie continent was at this time 
such, that it would not be justifiable to pass them over 
entirely in silence; especially, as they were considered of 
sufficient interest to this country to be noticed in the speech 
from the throne, at the opening of the next session of par- 
liament. 

The emperor of German)'-, taking, advantage of the weak 
and disordered state to which Holland was reduced by the war 
with Great Britain, and by internal dissensions, demanded the 
cession of Maestricht and the contiguous territory, which were 
detached from the rest of the Dutch possessions ; and urged, 
as sovereign of the Netherlands, a great variety of other claims 
in succession, the last and by far the most important'of which 
Avas, the free navigation of the Scheldt : this would have been 
a fatal blow to the commerce and naval power of flolland, and 
might have endangered the independence and very existence 
of the republic. The emperor's immediate object was, to open 
the port of AntAverp, once the eniporium of Europe, Avith the 
hope of restoring that city to some share, at least, of its former 
riches and splendor ; and of acquiring to his dominions those 
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benefits wUicli arise from foreign trade. The states general 
^ defended \vhut they conceived to be their unquestionable rights, 
in moderate and conciliatory language, but, at the same time; 
with a becoming degree of firmness ; and, in particular, they 
stated, that the exclusive navigation of the Scheldtliad been 
secured to them by the treaty of Munster, in 1648, and con- 
firmed by several subsequent treaties ; that, in fact, it rested 
upon the same authority as the possession of the Netherlands, 
by the house of Austria, whose right to any part of the Low 
Countries would never have been acknowledged, if the sove- 
reignty of the Scheldt had not been ceded to the United 
Provinces, 'flic high and peremptory tone in which these 
chums Avere made and supported, and .the little disposition 
manifested by tiie emperor, to pay any regard, either to exist- 
ing treaties, to which his ancestors had been parties, or to long 
and uninterrupted enjoyment, excited great alarm throughout 
the territories of the states general. These Avere the natural 
eftects of conscious superiority on the one side, and of utter 
incompetency on the other, to resist the demands of so powerful 
a claimant. 

. After numerous unavailing memorials and representations, 
the states general, still earnestly desirous of settling all-points 
of difference, by an amicable adjustment, sent, in the month 
of April 1784, Avith the consent of the emperor, two plenipo- 
tentiaries to confer personally for that purpose, Avith his 
minister at the court of Brussells. But, on the very night of 
their arrival in that city, a detachment .of. Austrian soldiers, 
with four field pieces, seized the dismantled fort of Old Lillo, 
which was acknowledged to be situated within the Uutch, limits 
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and about a week aftenvards, when the negotiations were actuah- « 
ly commenced, another detachment of Austrian 'soldiers seized ^ 
a second place, belonging to the states general, called Hartog 
Eyk,near Heerle, where they pulled down the Dutch Hag from 
the customdiouse, and, with severe threat's, commanded the 
collector, in the name of the emperor of Germany, to exact no 
more toll or duty, and to obey no orders of the Dutch govern- 
ment, under whose authority he had hitherto acted. 

Notwithstanding these open invasions of territorial right, 
the negotiations continued through the summer, but mth- 
a temper on the part of the Austrian ministers, which, 
precluded all hope of accommodation. In the autumn, the 
emperor, who had not been able to prevail upon the Dutch. to 
smTender their right to the exclusive navigation of the Scheldt,, 
determined to make trial, whether they would venture to enforce 
it against his ships ; and with that view, he prepared two brigs, 
one of which was to. attempt to sail from Antwerp to the sea, 
and the other from the sea to Antwerp. He commanded the 
captains to submit, in the course of their respective voyages, to 
no detention or examination from any of the ships belonging 
to the states general, and in no manner whatever to acknow- 
ledge their authority at any of the custom-houses or forts upon 
the river ; and he formally announced, that he should consider 
any insult or interruption offered to either of. these vessels, as 
an act of hostility, .,and a declaration of war on the part of the 
republic of Holland.. The brigs sailed early in- October, and 
were stopped by armed cutters, in the service of the states 
general; and the captains of the brigs,, in obedience to the 
emperors orders, refusing, to comply with what was required 


jhap: vi; 
1784., 



\ * 1 


lit ih'-isi, Om- I fsu,k |i»j' m- ' iiluu of h<uh, (nfor* 

»H,s^S“U «’» I!!*.'**'- fVf f! lit lUi' f’JiJjf,' Tor. UsrJi HI 

i f ?* t < s| f <■ \l, ill ». --HH>45 1?.]^ K^'ttSVi? 

llsr iKt-.'iic, ,>Hi4 h;\ tnun-iU-r aI I Iru'. s-IU. i.j pus j..};4 tS;.. 

lonoi’HiU*’.') =- I'Milli U\<' ♦•U!|tP{«ir sIh; r^Ls-U-^ -.irnriH!. 

to !!;o * uHs'J * ?n t‘i ovttl.ijn .ir><{ ju'4.siy ?l;rir 

rr:.j:ri’'r< 1 , /iufj th*..y r.'jifril humh tiiifx' 

i»i?H 'AhiHjs v.-rr#' }:} ,jih.}!it'.«‘, J*‘< furiH'li llir ,i -’i's'-sHf:!* 

••.(ijitll.i’o hy li<:.'Ay .. iU', -?;»• «><' Kn'M-Hshr?, liu^ ■^Atxi:-nn:\ 

of I.iilo, n»-nry» HiuJ (/?hK-. •.h.hj?. % sVariiiy ;j -‘Uthlcii 

.s'Lu‘*, (xiKU l-h'' /\’.*o.;VS;S{,o, N.ilH'h th* }' V. vXC il‘»t ill A tl> 

4 Ut thrss' dyk*”*,. njo-jjvH t‘;ru -’UH'*"’, ,hhI S.juI hII the 
uriyhiM>«?U'.* roHjj’.j y, a, '.•ouv5(|v,-,;?jh’ yuHtiou <>{" sviueh heioui'cd 
{i», Auv' fi.siJ HUsifi' v..'.5.-r; ouU iu eon '';(|\5fHr4: i.jf thr '.ihifiu 

.st jij -.’ (. .H! A'il }>y ti;ii <J2lJ-iiHr»,-54;A iH'.fl Hi i HiH'c W.»H « HUS'iAlJr*.*, 
->! 4 o( » v,4'r»’ i'\ch.455yt <i i;i.:t v. f.'a the' .uiv.sUHrtl of ilse 

A« .tf iau* .Hoi tiiuMsf iht- I )u{»‘h y.irri'-ua''. Xu UsrlluT act olf 
lu’.’liiiSy v.at rijjnHulSnl ; but jarji.iraljoH > lor v.;jr were inatle 
by botii |>ai tic', with .j-« mueh .♦r{ivi{ya> the of the y«yir 

woislil jM'rnht; and lisert? wa^ r<\5nui U> iti-ii4rvc that tilher 
|u*W4>r> "iVouhl in* iiivulved j»» the lumU'M, 


raui u fhi.T! cxptH'tatiun of ajjj>r*iacitinij warfire in the 
imiiH'diato neiuldjorliofitl ofdrt'al l!!rilaiH, parliament met on 
the ‘iblij of .January i?.‘ia; ami the kiny, iu hin sjicecli from 
the throuf, alUuliuy to the circumstances which have been just 
n-lalcih iaformctl tlu: houses, lliat notwitlistamliiiit: any appear- 
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tlieir good disposition towards this country:” he mentioned the chap. vc. 
success which had attended the measures taken in the last . 
session, for the suppression of smuggling, and for the improve- 
ment of the revenue, as an encouragement to parliament to 
apply itself with renewed assiduity to those important objects ; 
he recommended to its consideration the adjustment of such 
points in the commercial intercourse between Great Britain 
and Ireland, as were not j^et finally arranged ; and such farther 
regulations as might appear to be necessary in the diiferent 
offices in the kingdom, conformably to the suggestions in the 
reports of the commissioners of public accounts. The addresses 
were carried in both houses witliout any division. In the 
house of commons, Mr. Pitt was the only speaker on the side 
of government. He replied, in two speeches, to lord Surry, Mr. 

Burke, lord North, and Mr. Po.x. Nothing material occured 
in the debate, except an acknowledgement from Mr. Pox, that 
“ the measures lately pursued for the prevention of smuggling, 
had been effectual and assurances from Mr. Pitt, that the 
commutation tax, which was censured by IMr. Pox, had been 
proved by the test of experience, to be a wise, efficacious, and 
beneficial measure; and that the board of control, which 
Mr. Fox asserted, had increased peculation ; and corruption^ 
had laid, the foundation for checking those very evils, while in 
other respects it had already produced the most salutary 
effects. 

The first business brought before the house of commons, 
was,, the Westminster scrutiny. On the - 1st of February, 
Mr.Welbore Elljs moved, that the high bailiff, should attend 
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. oh the 4th, “ to. give an account of- what he hadddne'' in' the 
^ scrutiny ; and on the following day, colonel Fitzpatrick pre- 
sented a petition from certain electors of 'Westminsteiv in 
which they complained, that the city of Westminster continued 
unrepresented; and praying, “ that the house would imme- 
diately take such measures as would restore it to its imdoubted* 
right of having representatives in parliament."’ Mr. Fox being 
unable, on account of indisposition, to attend the house on 
the 4th, nothing was done till the 8th. On that day, the high 
bailiff, and Mr. Hargrave and Mr. Murphy, who had been suc- 
cessively his assessors, underwent a long examination ; from 
which it appeared, that the scrutiny had continued for eight 
months-; that in the parish of«St. Anne, 25 votes had been 
struck from the poll of Mr. Fox, and 27 from that of sir Cecil 
Wray ,; that in the parish of St. Martin, 80 had been struck 
from the poll of Mr. Fox, and 60 from that of sir Cecil Wray J 
and that the inquiry into sir.Cecil Wray’s supposed bad votes 
in that parish, was unfinished ; that the high bailiff was not yet 
enabled to make a return satisfactory to himself; that the 
proceedings of the scrutiny had been studiously delayed by 
the long' examination of witnesses, and the long, speeches; of 
counsel ; that it would probably last two. years longer ; that 
the high bailiff had long since proposed to .enter upon the 
parishes of St. John and St. _ Margaret, . in which the. greatest 
number of bad votes was suspected, but that Mr. Fox objected; 
that the high bailiff had no power to administer an oath, to 
compel the attendance of witnesses, or to punish them for pre- 
yarication or falsehood; and that from want of sufficient 
authority, he had been trt^ated. with contempt, while presiding 
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in the court of scrutiny. These examinations, and the conver- 
sations to which they gave rise, occupied so much time, that it 
was necessary to adjourn the business to the following day, 
when Mr. Ellis submitted to the house the same motion, which 
he had made in the beginning of the former session, requiring 
the high bailiff to make an immediate return of two persons 
to serve in parliament for the city of Westminster. 

Lord Mulgrave opposed this motion ; maintaining, that there 
was no law which enjoined the high bailiff to make a return 
immediately upon the meeting of a new parliament; that it 
had always been an established maxim, founded on justice and 
equity, that upon the demand of a scrutiny by any party, the 
returning officer should satisfy his own conscience, and either 
gi-ant or refuse a scrutiny, as he thought most conformable to 
the tenor of his. oath; that in the present case, exercising the 
discretionary power vested in him by the constitution, he had 
granted a scrutiny, and that he ought not to be compelled by 
the house to stop it : he therefore moved, as an amendment, that 
the whole of the motion, except the first word, “ that” should 
be omitted, and that the following words should be substituted, 
“ the speaker do acquaint the high bailiff, first, that he is not 
precluded by the resolution of this house, communicated to 
him on the 8th of June last, from making a return, whenever 
he shall be satisfied in his own judgment that he can so do : 
and secondly, that this house is not satisfied, that the scrutiny 
has been proceeded in as expeditiously as it might have been ; 
that it is his duty to adopt and, enforce such just and reasonable 
regulations, as shall appear to him most likely to prevent 
unnecessary delay in future ; that he is hot precluded from so' 
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doing by want t»r consent in either party ; ami that he may 
be assured of the support of this house, in li)e dischanm of his 
duty.” A lonu debate ensued, in wiu'ch Mr, Ibtt, in ar<![uini»^ 
against the original motion, contended, llial the hjgality of 
the scrutiny luul been solemnly decided by the house of com- 
mons in the last session; tliat tlic only point jk>\v to be 
considered, was, whether any eircmnstajice,s had since arisen, 
which shouUl induce the house to tinnk it no longer expedient, 
that the scrutiny should be continued : that it was originally 
grajiled on the principle of such a number of bad voles having 
polled, liiat it was tloubtful, who luul llie legal superiority, 
and also for the satisfaction of the conscience of the high 
bailiir; lliat many bad votes had already been discov'cred ; that 
only about a fourth part of the votes luul yet been examined; 
that tile little progress made in the scrutiny was to be ascribed 
ti» the spirit of procrastination in .Mr. Fox ami his IViends, and 
their refusal to enter upon lliose parishes, wliere the greatest 
number of had votes was suspected, and to Uie unfitness 
of ^fr. Ifargrave for the ofiice of assessor ; that it would be 
easy to establisli rules, which would cause greater expe- 
dition in future, under the new assessor, Atr. Afurphy; tliut 
llic high bailitf was still ecpially unable to ascertain, wdiich 
of the candidates had a majority of legal votes ; and tliere- 
forc, Unit he ought to be left at liberty to proceed with the 
scrutiny. 

The house having greatly applauded this speech. Air. Tox 
began his reply to it, by saying, that he would not dispute 
Air. Pitt’s splendid abilities; he never had done it; he never 
would do it : indeed it would be absurd in liiin to dispute, 
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wliafhe liimseif had always acknowledged what the, whole cnw, vu 

house admired. After a variety of extraneous matter rdative 

to Mr. Pitt's India hill, and the conduct of the board of 
control, he argued at considerable length against the legality 
of the scrutiny, endeavoring to shew that it was the duty of 
the high bailiff, before the first meeting of the new parliament, 
to have returned the two . candidates, who had the greatest 
number of votes; that. to leave the large and populous city 
of Westminster unrepresented, was a gross and shameful 
breach of the constitution, which filled him and all, its true 
friends with the most serious alarm and uneasiness ; and that 
the representation . of the commons ought to have been full 
and complete, before the house proceeded to the enactment of 
laws. Towards the end of his speech, he expressed his firm 
conviction, that the only object which the minister had in 
view, by supporting the continuance of the scrutiny, was, to 
harass and persecute an individual, whom, he .had honored 
by distinguishing him from a number of others, to. make , the 
victim of his resentment. He had always wished to stand 
well with the right honorable, gentleman. He remembered the 
day, on which he had first congratulated the house upon the 
acquisition of his abilities.: it had been his pride , to fight, side 
by side with him, the battles of the constitution. ; little thinking . 
that he would one day. desert his principles, and lend himself 
to be the instrument of. that secret influence, which they .had 
both -combated t so successfully. He was prepared to . find 
a formidable rival in the right ; honorable gentleman; a rival, 
who would leave him Tar behind in the pursuit of glory; but he 
never, expected, .that this rival would become his persecutor. 
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“ I fancied, I saw,” said Mr. Fox, “ so much generosity of 
^ soul, so much elevation of mind, that so low. and groveling 
a passion could not have found an asylum in liis breast. . If he 
thinks, that it is merely for a seat in parliament that I am con- 
tending, he knows me not ; but I was willing to take the hard 
task of stemming the tide of misrepresentation, which had been 
studiously and artfully disseminated through the kingdom. 
I was desirous, that the citizens of Westminster, to whom my 
public measures were best known, who knew even my private 
foibles, as I was bred and had always lived among them, 
should pass judgment on my political conduct;. and proud 
I am of the issue, which has taught the more distant parts of 
the kingdom, that they were misled.” He concluded with 
declaring, that if, to his astonishment, the house should be so 
far infatuated by party, as to forget that night what was due to 
the rights of election, and the purity of representation, the 
question should not sleep. He assured them, it should be 
brought forward in one shape or another, again and again; 
and he had no doubt of seeing them come, ultirhately if not 
immediately, to a determination favorable to the people. 

As soon as Mr. Fox sat down, Mr. Bundas rose, and spoke 
to the following effect : 

“ The right honorable gentleman over the way must excuse 
ine, if I forbear from entering into all the subjects which he 
has introduced into his speech. Situated as I am, it is neces- 
sary, however, that I should say thus much to him, in answer 
to his vehement declamations against the. India board ; that 
when the proper day comes, I shall not be afraid , to measure 
swords with him on that subject; but until then, I shall. Jake 
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the liberty to consider, and I am sure this house will also 
consider, tlieso daily declainations against that board, as mere 
wanton, coarse oblociuy, which the right honorable gentleman 
has got such a habit of introducing upon all possible subjects, 
that even the AVestminster scrutiny, however remote from the 
subject of India, is not to be excepted. 

“ With respect, sir, to the character which he has drawn of 
the ri‘>ht honorable gentleman near me, the best answer I can 
give him, is, by reducing all his high-tlown language upon that 
subject into common sense and plain English, and -I would then 
ask any man in the house, whether the sum and substance 
of all his declamations on this head, be more or less than 
this — that when first he discovered the right honorable gentle- 
man s rising abilities in this house, lie was earnestly desirous 
of connecting him with his party; he was anxious to take 
him under his protection and tuition : But as soon as ever ho 
found the. right honorable gentleman unwilling to submit to 
his trammels, and determined to think for liimsclf, from that 
time he had resolved to set him down, for the most haughty, 
corrupt, unconstitutional, and dangerous man and minister 
that ever this country had produced. It is just thus,, indeed, 
that the right honorable gentleman over the way, has at all 
times thought proper to monopolize all patriotism, all public 
principles, all love of liberty, to his own single self. — “ I am 
the palladium of the liberties of the country, I am the champion 
of the constitution, I am the only man of the people, I am 
the single Atlas of this free state.'^ — ^This, sir, is the language, , 
and these are. the precise arguments, which the right honorable 
gentleman applies now, and always has applied, to all debates, ; 
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at all times, upon all subjects, against all ministers, in all the 
exigencies of his case. He accuses my right honorable friend 
of presumption; but I appeal to any man, , whether the 
panegyric which' the right honorable gentleman has this day 
made on himself, did not consist of praises so profuse and 
extravagant, and of flattery so gross, that I am sure there is 
not one of his friends, who would have , had the indecency to 
load him, before his face, with half the praises, which, in this 
moment of bojasted modesty, he has thought it so becoming to 
heap upon himself. 

If, therefore, I should feel a little insensible j both to the 
praises which the fight honorable gentleman heaps upon him- 
self,- and to the abuse which he pours upon us, (of which 
certainly I have the honor to receive no smalh share) I hope; 
sir, I have explained what it is that has rendered me thus 
callous! The time was, when his invectives fell, with some 
sensible force and efficacy, on the ministerial band, whom he 
was opposing; but when I see him pouring forth alternate 
praises and execrations on the same men, according as they 
are his political friends or foes, he must excuse my telling 
him, that all his violence, all his sarcasms, and all his insults, 
are not capable of irritating any one single passion in iny 
breast ; and I may hope even, that in the vicissitudes of poli- 
tical affairs, the time, perhaps, may come,- when I may be 
recompensed for' all the grossness of these declamations, by 
the -most unbounded panegyrics on my virtues, my talents, 
and my political character. In the mean time, my mind is at 
perfect ease, because I know, and all the world knows 'with- 
me,' that the right honorable gentleman considers the actions 
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and characters of public ineiras things entirely subservient to 
his own politicar views, nay, and to his views at the mere 
moment when he is speaking. 

“ Having said thus much on the subject of the India bill, 
and on the respective characters of the two right honorable 
gentlemen, which I have been so necessarily led to do, I shall 
confine myself now to the true question before the house ; 
and, in the first place, since the right honorable gentleman is for 
ever exclaiming, how the constitution is violated, I must beg 
and insist on a plain answer to this plain question — ^Vhether, 
in the election of Vandeput and Trentham, the constitution 
was not just as much broken as now ? that scrutiny, sir, lasted 
for fifteen months, and this has lasted eight months. Where 
were then the violated rights of the electors of Westminster? 
Where was then this ruin to the constitution? “Was not 
Westminster just as much unrepresented as now? AVere 
not taxes laid on the inhabitants of AV’^estrninster, without 
their consent, just as now ? AYas not every evil, every incon- 
venience, every outrage on the constitution, as flagrant in 
that case as in the present? And yet, sir, if we look into the 
debates in those times, we find not one syllable was ever 
uttered about the danger to the constitution, not one syllable 
of all that language, which is so familiar in tlie mouth of the 
right honorable gentleman on this and on every question. It is 
said always, that that was an election in the case of a vacancy 
by-death, and this on a general election; but what difference 
does that make to the constitution? Sir, I do maintain, there- 
fore, that the constitution is likely to go on as well after this 
scrutiny in the city of AY estminster, as it did after that of 
VOL. I. 3 k 
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CHAP. vj. Vaudeput and Trentliam.; and when, the right honorable 
- . gendeman tells us, that in his capacity of champion of the 

constitution, he cannot sit silent, he cannot rest, he cannot 
sleep, until the vote of the house is rescinded, and the outi-age 
is repaired, I. shall ask him, how he has slept since the year 
1750; for it is ridiculous to contend, that the . circumstance of 
its having been then a vacancy by death, and not by general 
election, can be any salvo to the rights of the Westminster 
electors, or any safeguard to the constitution. 

“ Why, sir, suppose this election had happened in either ..of 
those two cases, when Westminster became vacant by the 
right honorable gendeman^s, becoming a secretary of state, 
Westminster might then have suffered precisely the same disr 
franchisement, and the constitution have had the same, wound 
which it has received, and yet all would have been exactly 
according to law, and according to precedent; and in truth, 
sir, if we examine the . respective histories of the times, we 
shall find a great resemblance in die two cases, and in the two 
elections. There were then the same exertions, the same con- 
tentions of the aristrocracy, the same intrigues as now. Both 
the great men and the great women of the country were seen to 
use the same condescension in both cases ; and. I ■^dll add, that 
there w®i'® the same afiected delays in both cases: in point of 
delay, however, there has been this difterence ; that in the year 
1750, above 1,400 votes were scrutinized in five months ; and 
in the present , case, not 200 have been gone through, even in 
■the enormous time of oight months. Will any man then deny, 
what one of , the resolutions in . the amendment takes notice 
of? that, this house is not satisfied that there has been no 
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unnecessary delay in the scrutiny ? and, sir, I appeal to any 
man, whether it lias not been proved at your bar, that it has 
been the wish, the design of Mr. Fox, to procrastinate the 
decision of the scrutiny. 

“ The high bailiff has told you, sir, that he all along under- 
stood St. Margaret’s and St.John’s to be tlie parishes where 
the chief suspicion lay; and I mainUiin, that he had a perfect 
right, without the consent of either of the parties, to have 
proceeded first to those paiishes : but Mr. Fox, he tells you, 
insisted that this would be a partial arrangement, and it was 
agreed to ballot which parish should come first. It is known, 
that the parishes in question come next in turn ; and I would 
appeah therefore, to the common sense of the house, whether 
it is not reasonable, natural, and by all means expedient, that 
the high bailiff should be permitted to pursue liis scrutiny, at 
least into those parishes, being informed at the same time, that 
as soon as ever he is capable of satisfying his judgment, he is 
at perfect liberty to make his return. 

“ The house has already gone the length of determining 
' a scrutiny to be legal, even after the return of the writ^ should 
the circumstance of the case demand it ; and truly,- sir, how 
much more dangerous would it be to the constitution, if it 
should become a settled point, that all scrutinies are uniavb-*h 
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but, sir, we must not decide against the law of the land; we 
must not contradict the analogies of law in these cases ; we 
must permit scrutinies, when the necessity of them, in order 
to form a right judgment, is clear; jmd if any thingis wanted 
to expedite and facilitate such cases in future, a new law must 
be made for the purpose." 

The house divided at six o'clock in the mornino-, and the 
original motion was negatived by a majority of 174 to 135. 
The amended motion was then carried without any division, 
and afterwards read to the high bailiff, by the speaker from the 
chair. 

The comparatively small majority by which Mr. Ellis's 
'motion was lost, proved tliat the means used to excite dissatis- 
faction and odium against the scrutiny, had not been ineffectual, 
and>vas a sufKcient encouragement to Mr. Fox and his friends, 
to bring the subject again before the house, as Mr. Fox had 
threatened. .^Iccordingly, on the 18th of February, colonel 
Fitzpatrick presented a petition from certain electors of 
Westminster, stating, that they had reason to believe, that the 
evidence given to the house, was defective and incomplete, 
and that farther evidence might.be produced; and therefore 
praying, that they might be permitted to lay such evidence 
before, the house, and to be heard by their counsel. Some 
doubts were expressed, whether this petition- ought to be 
received. It was agreed on all sides, that if it- were in sub- 
. stance the same as that which had been presented a little' time 
.since,' and already decided upon, it could not be received 
consistently with the rules of the house; but it being urged, 
that the present '.petition professedly ■ related to new facts 
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recentlj’’ discovered, it ^Yas admitted: after wliicli an order 
was made, that the petitioners slioiild be heard, their counsel, , 
on the following Monda}’- ; and that the high bailiff, and the 
counsel of the three candidates, should attend. 

On that day, as soon as it was proposed, that the counsel 
of the petitioners should be called in, lord Frederick Campbell 
observed, that the proceedings would extend to an immeasurable 
length, if the counsel should be at liberty to range at large 
into the merits of the election, and that it would be inconsistent 
with the dignity of the house to allow them to argue against 
the legality of the scrutiny, which was decided in the last 
session, and confirmed in the present, after due re-consideration ; 
and therefore he moved, that these words should be added to 
the motion just made : — “ And that the counsel be restrained 
from goirig into- any matters, but such as tend to prove the 
evidence offered at the bar of the house, on W ednesday the 
9th of this instant February, defective and incomplete; or 
such other matters as may have been discovered since the order 
of - this house of the same date.” After a long debate, lord 
Frederfck Campbell's amendment, which was supported by 
Mr. Pitt, was carried by a majority of 203 to 145; and when 
the counsel, Mr. Erskiiie and Mr. Pigott, were called in, and 
heard the motion read, they informed the house, that, as they 
could not submit to. the restraint thus imposed -upon them; 
without departing from the positive instructions of their clients, 
the electors of Westminster, -they must beg leave to withdraw 
themselves from the bar. • 

The high bailiff then underwent ■ a short examination; the 
object of which was to prove, in contradiction to what he; had 
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said on former daj's, that. Afr. l*ox’.s counsel iiad, zis early as 
last July, proposed immediately to examine the votes in the 
parishes of St. John and St. Alargaret, and that the offer was 
rejected by sir Cecil Wray’s counsel. Tliis point was now men- 
tioned to the house for the first time, and it wa.s by no means 
established by any satisfactory evidence. Had, indeed, this 
proposal beeii actually made in a regular manner, it is scarcely 
credible, that so important a fact would have been omitted in 
the former debate, especially as Mr. Fox’s party were accused 
of a marked reluctance to iiujuire into the voles of those 
parishes ; and Air. Fox himself had declared, in the house of 
commons, that he should have been “ an idiot,” if he had 
acceded to the very same proposal, wiien made to him by the 
high bailiff. After the examination was ended, colonel Fitz- 
patrick made a motion similar to that of Air. Ellis, and it was 
rejected by a majority of only nine ; the numbers being 145, 


and 136. 

On the 3d of Alarch, lord Afuncaster presented a petition to 
the house of commons, from sir Cecil Array’s committee for 
conducting the scrutiny, stating, that they had carefully inves- 
tigated the votes in the parishes of St. Alargaret and St.John, 
and had discovered, that 400 persons had voted, as inhabitants 
of those parishes, not one of whom could be found to exist ; 
and praying, that the scrutiny might be allowed to proceed. It 
was ordered that the petition should lie upon the table ; and 
Mr. Sawbridge immediately rose, for the purpose of making* 
a motion to put an end to the scrutiny, in words nearly the 
same as the motions of Air. Ellis and colonel Fitzpatrick, upon 
the ground, that it had now lasted nearly nine months, and 
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sir Cecil Wray bad gained only two votes. Mr. Pitt moved an 
immediate adjournment, which, after a short debate, was nega- ^ 
tived by a majority of 38, the numbers being 162, and 124. 
Mr. Sawbridge’s motion was then carried, without a division ; 
and the following day, the high bailiff* returned lord Hood 
and Mr. Fox. 

On the 9th of March, Mr. Francis made a motion, for ex- 
punging from the journals, the resolution of the 8th of June of 
the preceding year, authorizing the scrutiny, which, after 
a long debate, was negatived, by a majority of 242, to 137. 

It must be acknowledged, that the Westminster scrutiny 
proved to be a business of a most unpleasant and distressing 
nature to Mr. Pitt. He was induced to engage in it, from 
a persuasion, that, within a reasonable time, a decided majo- 
rity of legal votes would be substantiated in favor of sir Cecil 
Wray. It was unfortunately begun in parishes to which the 
principal part of Mr. Fox's bad votes did not belong ; and the 
contrivances -used by him and his committee, to protract and 
impede the proceedings, and to confine them as long as pos- 
sible to those parishes, seemed to indicate a consciousness, that 
his cause would not bear a general investigation. The slow 
progress, the immense trouble and expence, the circumstance 
of so large a city remaining so long unrepresented, the pre- 
tended danger of delaying the return beyond the meeting of 
parliament, the idea of persecution imputed to government, 
and the small advantage gained by sir Cecil AVray, all con- 
curred to cause a change of sentiment in members' of parlia- 
ment, and, in some degree, made an unfavorable impression 
upon the public mind — too common a consequence, when an 
undertaking, however highly and justly approved at first, fiiils 
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. of the . expected success. Mr. Pitt, now in the plenitude of 
power and popularity upon every other question, had upon 
this, the mortification ,of finding some of his most respectable 
friends, . both private and political, either voting against; him, 
absenting themselves from the house, or affording a reluctant 
support ; and at. last, after a long and painful struggle, and 
many acrimonious debates, he was compelled to yield, to a ma- 
jority, not more, than 123 persons voting with liim for the con- 
tinuance of the scrutiny, although, a few days afterwards, very 
nearly double, that.number voted against rescinding the.reso- 
solution, by which, it was originally authorized. While, 
therefore, they condemned the measure, as inexpedient, they 
maintained its legality ; while they thought, that to proceed in 
it, would : ans^ver no good purpose, they pronounced it con- 
sistent with the principles of the constitution, and the practice 
of parliament. There seemed, indeed, to be an increased 
anxiety in members, in consequence of; what had passed, to 
testify their conviction, that the scrutiny was in itself legal and 
constitutional, as in June ,1784, only 178 voted for ihe motion, 
directing the high bailiff to enter upon the scrutiny ; .and.: in 
March 1785, 242 voted,, that the motion should remain.upon the 
journals, as a recorded proof of the deliberate opinion of the 
house, that a returning officer is at liberty to grant a scrutiny, 
e ven. after his .Avrit is returnable, if he conscientiously, believes, 
that he cannot otherwise make a just and proper return, con- 
formably to the bath which he has taken. 

The business, brought befor.e, the house, of commons, in the 
present session, by Mr. Pitt, may be , comprehended under three 
heads,— finance, parliamentary reform, and a commercial 
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intercourse between Great Britain and Ireland — of these I pro-, 
ceed to aive some account. 

The first subject relative to finance, which Mr. Pitt sub- 
mitted to the consideration of the house, was, the reports of 
the commissioners of public accounts. After paying high 
compliments to the ability and diligence of the commissioners, 
he said, that their reports, twelve in number, threw great light 
upon a variety of matters, hitherto involved in the most impe- 
netrable obscuritj’’ ; that in consequence of the suggestions 
contained in them, some important regulations in the payment 
of the land-tax, in the post-office, and in the army pay.-office, had 
already been adopted ; and that the information which they fur- 
nished, might be made the foundation of still farther advantage 
to the public. He then adverted to several points, connected 
with these reports, which required the authority of parliament. 
He first stated, that the manner in Avhich the accounts were 
kept in the navy-office, was extremely complicated and per- 
plexed; and that the treasurers, of the navy had very large 
sums in their hands, which they were suffered to retain, even 
after they were out of office, in some cases, for no less a period 
than forty years ; and that, at the present moment, there were 
Tour distinct accounts of as many treasurers of the navy, open 
at the pay-office. As a remedy -to these evils, he proposed, 
that the mode of keeping the accounts should be simplified, 
particularly with respect to the sub-accountants, according to 
a plan, which he had arranged, with the assistance of the 
present treasurer, of the navy (Mr. Dundas) ; the principal 
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CHAP, Yi. provisions of whicli Vere, that the money, when issued at the 
[ ■ exchequer, for the service of the navy,, should be placed in the 

custody of the bank, from whence the treasurer should only 
take a sum s.ufficient to, answer small contingent demands, all 
large bills being . to be paid by: draughts' upon the bank, for 
naval services only ; . that, the treasurer , should close his ac- 
counts every year ; , and that, when lie . quitted office,, he should 
transfer the balance in his hands to his. successor. To. effect 
these' purposes, he proposed to introduce, “ a bill fdr;better re- 
gulating the office of the, treasurer, of his majes.ty'’s,navy'*.^^ 

He. next reniinded the house, that it was proved, by a book 
produced at the end of the session of 1783,. in consequence of 
amotion made by him, that upwards of forty millions of money, 
which had been issued for, the, public, services, wei'e then unac- 
counted for;: and he now mentioned, that the inquiry since 
instituted;, respecting the accounts of persons to. whom this 
immense sum hadbeen advanced, would cause. 257,0.00 to be 
-paid immediately into the exchequer, which might be applied 
to the service of the. present year, and that farther sums would 
be recovered, when other accounts had been examined. ■ It had 
ialso appeared,' from the . sixth report of the commissioners , of 
public accounts, that, in 1782, the accounts of four treasurers of 
the navy, and.three.paymasters. of the army, besides. tho'se then 
in office, rerdaihed unsettled. To. prevent the recurrence of the 
same delay, inconvenience, and loss; to the public, he said, it 
..was his earnest wish to make an entire, change in the system, of 

■ - * It-’was at first intended that the bill should extend to the ordnance office, 
.bufitwas afteru'ards thought better to confine it to the navy . office; 
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sing the difterent public accounts at the exchequer, which 
,’^erer proper it might have been when originally established, 
infinitely too intricate and dilatory for the present enlarged 
enditure of the country. lie observed, that the office of the 
auditors of imprest, was a mere sinecure, for which each 
, in some years of war, received 16,000/.; that the whole 
y was performed by their deputies and clerks, who looked 
farther than to the arithmetical correctness of the accounts, 
sidering it sufficient, if the vouchers, such as they were. 
Led with the charges ; that they had no power to make an 
Eul inquiry, as they could not examine the accountants 
n oath ; and that, in fact, the whole plan of auditing the 
ounts, was, from change of circumstances, and most inex- 
;able and culpable neglect, become absolutely nugatory, 
rding no check or control whatever upon the expenditure Of 
money, and open to collusion and fraud of every descrip- 
L. He therefore thought it right, that the office of auditors 
mprest should be abolished, a suitable allowance being 
:le to the present auditors, who held tlieir patents for life; 

L that in their stead, a board of five commissioners should 
substituted, with ample powers, who’ should strictly investi- 
eand audit the public accounts of every department; and as 
jcurity for the effectual discharge of their extensive and im- 
tant duty, they were to hold their offices- quaradiu se bene 
serint. Upon these grounds, and with this view, he pro- 
ed to introduce, “a bill for the better examining find 
liting the public accounts of this kingdom."’ ’ 
le lastly called to the recollection of the house, that in the 
a 1783, he introduced a bill for the regulation of theUees 
en in the public offices, which passed the house of commons, 
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CHAP. VI. but, , through the influence of the then administration, 

. . rejected by the house of lords he said, that he was still con- 

vinced, that this was a subject deserving the interposition of 
the legislature, without which the existing abuses could not.be 
corrected ; and therefore he proposed to introduce “ a bill for 
appointing commissioners to inquire into the fees, , gratuities, 
perquisites, and ernoluments, which are, or have been lately, 
received in the several public offices to be therein, mentioned, 
and to examine into any abuses which, may exist in the. same, 
and to report such observations as shall occur to them, for the 
better conducting and managing the business, transacted in the 
said offices.'' 

Mr, Pitt moved for these three bills on the same day, as 
arising out of the reports of the commissioners before men- 
tioned, and calculated to carry into effect economical reform 
and improvement in expediting public business, which the facts 
collected proved to be highly important to the national interest. 
The three bills passed both houses, with scarcely any opposition : 
the only division which took place, was in the house of com- 
mons, upon the third reading of the bill for auditing the public 
accounts, which was carried by a majority of 74 to 15. 

In this session, it was proved by evidence at the bar of the 
house of commons, that the tax, imposed last year upon plain 
cotton stuffs, had been attended with injurious consequences 
to the manufacturer ; and therefore. Mr. Pitt introduced a bill 
for its repeal, which passed without any opposition. 

The first regular discussion, which took place relative to 
the. general state of the .finances of the country, was upon tlie 
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11th of April, wlien Mr. Pitt moved for an account of the nett 
produce of the taxes, in the quarters ending January 5th and , 
April 5th, in the years 1784 and 1785. He took that oppor- 
tunity of informing the house, that the bills, which were passed 
in the last .session, for the prevention of smuggling, and the 
regulations which had been adopted in the collection and 
management of the different branches of the revenue, together 
with the extension of trade, consequent upon the return of 
peace, had already caused so great an increase in the produce 
of the taxes, as to justify a confident hope, that by the next 
year, the income of the country would not only be equal to the 
expenditure, but ' would afford a considerable surplus, which 
might be applied to the gradual liquidation of the national 
debt. Upon this and other occasions, when Mr. Pitt had inci-r 
dentally expressed the same sentiments, Mr. Fox, Mr. Eden, 
and Mr. Sheridan accused hirh of being inaccurate in his state- 
ments, and too sanguine in his expectations ; but, on the other 
hand, Mr. Pitt contended, that no error had been proved, 
either in his principles, or in his calculations; and he com- 
plained, that his opponents were inclined to take a gloomy 
and desponding view of the national finance. He said, that 
those, who for party purposes, wilfully misstate facts to the 
public, and exhibit false and melancholy pictures of the revef 
nue, are the worst of traitors to their country : and to convince 
the house, that there was .just ground for the opinions he had 
delivered on this and on preceding days, he, himself moved 
for a great variety of accounts, and supported the motions of 
other members for papers, calculated to throw light upon any 
of the difficult and intricate points, which were contested. 
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. Mr. Fox, however,. and several other gentlemen who acted -vVith 
^ him, notwithstanding their opinions and statements relative to 
the revenue, and their constant lamentations over the heavy 
burdens under- which, the people groaned, urged Mr. Pitt to 
lose no time in establishing a sinking fund, and imposing the 
necessary additional taxes ; disclaiming at the same time all 
factious, motives, or any desire to involve ministers in unpopu- 
lar measures. To which Mr. Pitt replied, that it was his 
intention, that this fund should not commence till the next year ; 
because as there was such a flattering prospect of increasing 
prosperity, he thought it better to defer it for a twelvemonth, 
as any ideas, now formed upon the subject, would probably be 
materially affected by the favorable turn, which, by that time, 
it was hoped affairs would-take conceiving, that the whole of 
the business might be more easily, reduced to a system, after it 
should be seen j how far the revenue would, by means of its 
expected improvements, answer the purpose in view. 

. ..On the 9th of May, Mr. Pitt opened the budget, and ob- 
served, that the effects of the late calamitous war were felt in 
the expences of the current year, as it was necessary, to fulfil 
contracts, which had been entered into previous to the signature 
of; the preliminaries of peace, and as some of our ships had 
not yet returned from the distant parts of the world; The 
supplies which had been voted, amounted to 9,737,868/., and 
the ways i and means fell short of that sum, about a million : 
this deficiency was to be providedifor. The present low state 
of ithe funds ^, and the probability of their rise before the next 
session,^ induced him not to' borrow the money, and create 
, . - * The 3 per ceiit coiisols were about 58. 
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additional stock in the ordinaiy way, but to obtain it from the chap. vi. 

bank upon excliequer bills, at fn'e per cent, by which means , ^7^5- 

not only the rate of interest would be rather less, but the bank 
would lend the money as it might be wimted, and only charge 
interest upon the diiferent sums from tlic time they should be 
advanced. He stated, that the navy and ordnance debts, cal- 
culated to the 5th of the following July, amounted to rather 
more than ten millions; and as the large quantity of navy bills 
and ordnance debentures, now in circulation, was the principal 
cause of the depression of the funds, he considered it his in- 
dispensable dut}*-, immediately to fund the whole of these bills 
and debentures. He preferred a five per cent fund for this 
purpose’^, because it afforded a more easy and expeditious 
mode of redemption ; and ho mentioned, that in funding ten 
millions, upon the terms stipulated with the bill holders, stock 
would be created to the amount of 11,140,000/. the interest of 
which, and expences of management, would be about 555,000/. 

He reminded the house, that an interest, of foui’ per cent upon 
six millions, amounting to 240,000/. had been provided in the 
last session -f-; and consequendy, on this account, there roinvaned 
only 323,000/. to be now raised. To this sum Hvre ia be 
added 50,000/. as interest upon the million to l>e Iv.JTOxved ot 
the bank, and 40,000/. on account of the e: t:ix 
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upon cotton stuffs : the whole sum therefore to be raised, was, 
^ 4 13,000 Z. for which purpose he proposed an additional tax 
upon male servants, increasing in a higher proportion than 
the number kept, and upon post horses ; and also taxes 
upon female servants, shops, pawnbrokers, and gloves ; and 
a diminution in the ! allowance made on salt carried coast- 
wise, which would increase the produce of the tax upon that 
article. ' 

Mr. Fox, who, in the previous debates upon finance, had 
promised to support and assist Mr. Pitt in imposing any new 
taxes, which might be deemed necessary, and had declared 
a readiness to take his share of any odium they might occasion, 
when he found that the tax upon shops, and that upon female 
servants, were disapproved both in the house and in the coun- 
try, strenuously joined in the opposition to them ; and endear 
. vored by all those arts, of, which he was so fully master, to add 
to their unpopularity. The bills, however, enacting these taxes, 
passed both houses of parliament, after several divisions, in 
which the majorities were by no means great; but the modifiT 
cations introduced by Mr. Pitt, in order to obviate some of the 
principal objections to them,' were likely to render the duties 
less productive than had been originally expected. To make 
up for this deficiency,, he proposed taxes upon attornies, and 
upon warrants of arrest. The tax also upon game certificates 
was increased ; and coachmakers were required to take out an 
annual licence, and to pay a small tax upon every carriage 
they made. Mr. Pitt estimated the annual produce of all 
these various taxes, at x'ather more than 413,000/. the sum 
wanted; and he observed, that the, collection of them would 
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be attended witli very little expence, and that there would be 
no necessity for the appointment of a single new officer. 

jMr. Pitt did not forget his engagement, to bring before the 
house, in the present session, the business of parliamentary re- 
form. 'I'his was indeed a favorite object \vitli him, to which 
he devoted much time and thought ; and ho sought every oppor- 
tunity of explaining in private, his sentiments and views 
respecting it, to those members who had hitherto opposed 
every motion upon this subject. It is natural to suppose, 
that his present official situation would give great weight to his 
arguments ; and that the persons who were in general sup- 
porters of his administration, would feel a desire to concur 
with him upon a question, in which his opinion was so decided, 
and his wishes so strong. He prevailed with some ; but the 
objections of others he was unable to overcome. 

He thought it his duty, also, to communicate his plan to 
the king, whose private sentiments he kncNV to be unfriendly 
to any change in the construction of the house of commons; 
and he received the following answer from his majesty, dated 
March 20 : 

“ I have received Mr. Pitt’s paper, containing the heads of 
his plan, for a parliamentary reform, which I look on as a mark 
of attention. I should have delayed acknowledging the receipt 
of it till I saw him on Monday, had not his letter expressed, 
that there is but one issue of the business he could look upon 
as fatal, that is, the possibility of the measure being rejected by 
the weight of those who are supposed to be connected with 
government. Mr. Pitt must recollect, that though I have 
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CHAP. VI. ever thought it unfortunate, that he had early engaged himself 
, ■ in this measure, yet that I have ever said, that as he -was clear 

- of the propriety of the measure, he ought to lay his thoughts 
before the house > that out. of personal regard to him, 
I would avoid giving any opinion to any one, on the opening of 
the door to parliamentary reform, - except to him ; therefore, 
I am certain, Mr. Pitt cannot suspect my having influenced any 
one on the occasion. If others choose, for base ends, to impute 
such a conduct to me, I must bear it as former false suggestions. 
Indeed, on a question of such magnitude, I should think very 
ill of any man, who took a part on either side, without the ma- 
turest consideration, and who would suffer his civility to any 
one, to make him vote contrary to his own opinion. The con- 
duct of some of Mr. Pitt’s most intimate friends on the West- 
minster scrutiny, shews, there are questions, men will not, by 
friendship, be biassed to adopt.” 

i 

In 1783, Mr. Pitt had moved for the appointment of a com- 
mittee, to consider the state of the representation in the house 
of commons ; and in the following year, he brought forward 
several resolutions, as the basis of the plan which he then wished 
to be adopted. Having failed in both those instances, he deter- 
mined, upon the present occasion, to submit to the house, 
a precise and explicit proposition, and at once to apply for 
leave to bring in a bill, which should contain the result of his 
full consideration upon this important subject, and be in itself 
complete and final. By this mode of proceeding, he hoped to 
quiet the alarm of those, ^yho were fearful of touching the con- 
stitution, in any one point, lest the alteration should, under the 
mask of reform, be progressively carried to a dangerous 



451 


length. He again reprobated the wild . and impracticable 
notion, of universal suffrage, and said, that, in his judgment, 
the just description of the popular branch of our legislature, at 
this day, ought to be, “ an assembly freely elected, between 
whom arid the mass of the people, there was the closest union 
and most perfect sympathy."^ Such an house of commons, it 
was the purpose of the framers of our constitution to erect ; and 
he had no other wish, than to restore the house of commons to 
that its.original state and character, instead of the corrupt and 
inadequate system into which it had unfortunately degene- 
rated. . Those who went farther — those who were advocates for. 
individual representation, deluded themselves with impossibi- 
lities ; and diverted the public. from that plain and practicable 
path, in which they might ti’avel with safety and ease, to launch 
them into an unbounded sea, where they had no pilot to. direct^ 
no star to guide them. Pie expressed an earnest desire to 
convince the house, that what he . was about to suggest, 
was not an innovation, but. perfectly conformable to - the 
practice of our ancestors in the purest days. To prove that 
it was an indisputable doctrine of antiquity, that the state of 
representation was to be changed with the change of cir-r 
cumstances,. he stated, that from the reign of Edward the 
first, the earliest period in which distinct descriptions of men 
could be traced in the. representation, to that of Charles the 
second, there were few reigns in which the representation was 
not varied. The successive kings exercised a power of . sumr 
moning, .or not summoning,, as they pleased actirig always 
upon this principle, that the places should have such a popu_ 
lation, as entitled them to send, or rather subjected them, to 
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commons ; and he fai’ther proposed, that copyholders should 
. vote for counties as well as freeholders ; , the difference of tenure ^ 
not justifying, in these days, the distinction in respect of 
, voting, which at present subsisted. In the lapse of time, and 
fluctuation of human affairs, other boroughs might become de- 
cayed, the members for which were to be transferred to popu- 
lous and flourishing towns, previously sending no members to 
parliament ; and to prevent any doubt, a definite number of 
houses was to be the criterion of a decayed borough. . Dis- 
avowing, however, all idea of compulsion, he proposed that no 
old borough should be disfranchised, and no new place autho- 
rized to elect members, except upon its own spontaneous appli- 
cation; Boroughs being, in many instances, a species of valuable 
inheritance, and of private property, a voluntary surrender 
of their rights was not to be expected, without an adequate 
consideration ; and therefore he proposed the establishment of 
a fund for the purpose of purchasing these franchises, which, 
being of different descriptions, the consideration-money 
would of course vary. 

Such, he said, was the general outline of his plan, the ope- 
ration of which would be gradual. The provisions of the act 
•would be called into action from time to time, as cases arose. 

A: clear and permanent rule for perpetual improvement in the 
j-ej)resentation, would be established, equally applicable to the 
present and all future periods, but giving no sanction or coun- 
tenance to.vague and chimerical schemes of reformation. He 
conceived it, indeed, to be free from all serious objection, and 
at the same time, calculated to, create that union. and sympathy 
between the constituent and representative, which was, the 


CHAP. VI. 

1785. 



454 


{•HAl*. VI 

17S5. 


. surest foundation of liberty to individuals, and of strength and 
^ glory to the nation, and' the best means, ns far as human forer 
sight could extend, for rendering the British constitution 
immortal. Leaving the detail of the execution to be hereafter 
discussed, he concluded with moving, “ That leave be given to 
bring in a bill to amend the representation of the people of 
England in parliament.” 

Mr. Pitt had the mortification of finding himself defeated 
a third time, his motion, after a long debate, being negatived 
by 248 to 374. This was his last attempt to obtain a reform in 
parliament. Having upon this occasion made every effort, and 
exerted all the influence in his power, both publicly and prir 
vately, and failed by so considerable a majority, he was con- 
vinced that any farther trial in the present house of commons, 
must be ineffectual, and therefore he desisted ; and we. shall 
see, that soon after the next general election, he thought it his 
duty, on account of a most material change in the situation of 
the country, to oppose a motion upon the subject, brought 
fonvard by another person. 

It now remains that I give an account of the plan, which 
Mr. Pitt submitted to the house of commons in this session^ 
relative to a Commercial intercourse between Great Britain and 
Ireland ; but it will be necessary previously to take a short 
retrospect of the affairs of Ireland, that a judgment may be 
formed of the difficulties, which he had to encounter in that 
part of the empire. 

. Though Ireland had, from a very early period, laws of its 
owii, and a parliament similarly constituted to that of England, 
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tlie English parliament, for several centuries prior to the pre- chap. vi. 
sent reign, exercised the right of making laws binding upon . 

Ireland. Besides’ this mark of dependance, the English privy- 
council exercised the right of altering or suppressing any acts,, 
which had passed the Irish parliament ; and the courts of law 
in England exercised an appellant jurisdiction over the courts 
in Ireland. Before the restoration, Ireland enjoyed every; 
commercial benefit and privilege in , common witli England 
and the navigation act, which passed- immediately after that' 
great event, and regulated the conveyance of the articles of . 
trade by sea, placed the two kingdoms, in that respect, upon 
precisely the same footing. But from a subsequent part of the 
reign of Charles the second, to that of his. present majesty, the 
English parliament, with a view of promoting the trade and 
manufactures of its own country, from time to time imposed 
a great variety of resti’ictions upon the commerce of Ireland,; - 
without consulting the parliament of that kingdom. These 
restrictions operated in a manner highly injurious to the indus- 
try and exertions of the Irish, who felt their oppressive effect 
the more acutety, from observing their English neighbors and 
fellow subjects rising into wealth and importance, by means 
of that very trade, of which they considered themselves unjustly 
deprived. The unequal terms of connexion, which England, 
as the seat of empire, and possessing superior power, thus 
authoritatively prescribed to Ireland, had, since more en- 
lightened maxims of policy began to prevail, been the source 
of no small degree of jealousy and dissatisfaction among all 
ranks of the Irish people; and especially among those who 
were engaged in trade and manufactures : But they acquiesced 



in -sllenl to rhea ranee, till the American %var, while it increased 
their burdens, reduced lindr cojumcrca; to .‘tiiH narrower limits. 
As lljcir tli.slres.'' licaranu? greater, their c<im{)laint^» grew louder ; 
and at length re.-’olutiomi were entered into hy the inhabitants 
of the trading towns, to jjrevent the importation and consump- 
lion of Hrilish manuracttires : and t)jo>e, who ventured to 
refuse compliance with these unautliori>a;d mandates, were 
treated willj every species of violence and outrage. iUit even 
muhrr these circumstances of sutVerin” and discontent, their 
aeui in defence of tlndr countrv acaiiisl the cojumon eJjemv, 
broke forth in a manner, remarkable in itself, ami wlilch led to 
very important cousetptences. 

'I'lie disasters in America havinut made it necessary for our 
government to withdraw’ a large proportiim of the regimenks 
from Irelaml, that IcinmloJu, at the commencement <»f the war 
between (irj'at Hriiain ami I’nince, confainetl but a very .small 
military forci*. In the summer of I77d, tiie Frencii were 
known to be collecting a considerable army upon their coast, 
and it was generally believed, that they intended to make 
a descent upon Ireland, in its present weak and unprotected 
stale. Ibider this appreliension, the Irish gentry, yuomen, 
traders, and other persons, resident in the most e.xposed dis- 
tricts of the country, began to form themselves into volunteer 
companies ; which patriotic spirit spread so rapidly, and was 
so well directed, that, in a short lime, the volunteers exceeded 
40,000 in number, the greater part of whom were as well dis- 
ciplined as regular troops. This immense force, raised, trained, 
and commanded by olliccrs, elected by their respective corps, 
witiiout any pay or authority from tlie king, but with the 
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avowed assistance and active co-operation of several persons chap, vi, 
of high rank and large property, was a most' extraordinary, if , ^785- ^ 
not an unexampled, establishment,; and it was not to be ex- 
pected,' that so numerous a body , of men, not acting, under any 
legal conti'ol, or even holding any communication with the 
executive power, with arms in their hands, and many national 
grounds of complaint, would confine themselves to the original 
object of their association. Their military character necessarily 
caused them to assemble frequently ; and in deliberating about 
the means of averting evils threatened by a foreign enemy, 
they not unn^aturally digressed to the internal grievances under 
which they were actually laboring from the. Biatish govern- 
ment. The degrading and pernicious; restrictions upon their 
trade and manufactures, which were more severely and more 
extensively felt than any other of their hardships, first occu- 
pied their attention ; and conscious, as they must, have been, 
of their own strength, and well knowing the want of vigor and 
capacity in administration, it is by no means surprizing, that 
in dwelling upon the long-endured oppi’ession, and in referring 
, to the primary caiuse of the present' distress of their country, 
they made use. of aggravating and inflammatory language. 

These speeches, circulated into every part of the kingdom, could 
not fail to produce a considerable fermeht.in the minds of men, 
already prepared, to receive any unfavorable impression ; ; espe- 
cially as two. recent attempts* in the British house of commons, 
to obtain relief for the trade of Ireland, had, in consequence 
of the most determined opposition, both from the manufacturers , 

and ministers, almost entirely failed. . : . 

. * In 1777 and 1778. 
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cHAP.;vn “r It was,::howev6r, Tery generally 'acknowledged in England, 
, . tliE^t a removal of some- of; the prohibitions, to which thh trade 

of :■ Ireland was ; subject, - was, under present circumstances; 
indispensable ;■ .but -ho step being taken by administration, and 
no notice being given of- their intention to propose'any measure 
upon the subject, the house of lords,: on the 11th of May 1779, 
in consequence of a motion from lord' Rockingham, unanh 
mously voted an address to the king, in which they submitted 
to his majesty’s consideration, the distressed and impoverished 
state of his subjects in Ireland, and besought him to order, 
that there should be^ “prepared and laid before parliament, 
such particulars, relative to the trade ; and manufactures of 
Great Britain and Ireland, as. would enable the national 
wisdom to pursue eifectual- measures for, promoting the common 
strength, wealth, and commerce of his majesty’s subjects in 
both ^kingdoms/? On the 26th of the ; same month, the house 
of commons', with, the same unanimity, voted a similar address; 
upon the motion of lord Beauchamp, who was- at that time 
a lord of the treasury. To; these addresses, his majesty replied, 
that he would give- directions accordingly; but , ministers re- 
maining stiir inactive,: it was, moved by lord Shelburne, in the 
house of lords, on the 2d of June, that another address should 
be presented to" his majesty, requesting that he would be pleased 
to allow the British parliament to continue to sit ; and also, that 
he would forthwith issue his proclamation for calling together 
die parliament of Ireland, that the just complaints of his subr 
jects in that kingdom, might be fully considered, and remedied 
without delay. This motion, being resisted by administration, 
was negatived; and the prorogation of parliament taking place 
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goon after/nothing Avas done, during the recess, for the relief 
and defence of Ireland, except jby sending a small : quantity of 
arins forithe usa of, =the volunteers, which was -an acknowledg- 
ment of their legality and usefulness, and,!of course^ increased 
the power of that already important body of men, who were now 
in. a condition- either to repel the attacks of a foreign enemy, or 
to awe the government of their own. country. - 1 Their numbers 
and discipline seem to hhve caused rFrance to abandon all idea 
of invasion, if it were in reality ever entertained ; and their 
attention being therefore wholly directed to domestic concerns, 
theiir influence soon became apparent in the proceedings of the 
parliaments of both kingdoms, .. ; -• ■ - ; • • 

The parliament of Ireland met on the 12th of October 1779. 
and both houses : voted ; addresses to < the king, . in which they 
explicitly declared, that nothing but the grant of a - free trade 
could save Ireland from riiin ; and thanks were voted to -the 
volunteers, unanimously in the house of commons, and with 
only one . dissentient voice in the house of lords. But these 
addresses and votes of thanks did not quiet the minds of the- 
people, or inspire them with confidence in the sincerity and 
perseverance of parliament. A numerous and daring mob 
soon after assembled before the house of commons in Dublin, 
and required the members, as they entered, , to swear, that they 
would vote for a free trade ; and, as the means of compelling 
England to grant it, that' they would also vbte for a short money 
bill. The members were intimidated ; and two money, bills 
were passed, contrary to all former custom, Tor only six months. 
Nor was this; the only alteration which now took place : The 
mutiny bill, passed, annually. by the British parliament, had 
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hitlierto been considered as binding upon the ariny in Ireland ; 
but that point being called in question by some of the modern 
innovators, the Irish parliament, at their suggestion, now, for 
the first time, passed a mutiny bill for , the army in Ireland. 

The British parliament met bn the 25th of November, and 
the king, in his speech from the throne, informed the two houses,' 
that “ in consequence of their addresses, presented to him in 
the last session, relative to the trade and manufactures of 
Ireland, he had ordered such papers to be collected and laid 
before them, as might assist their deliberations in this impor- 
tant business ; and he recommended to them, to consider what 
farther benefits and advantages might be extended to that king- 
dom, by such regulations, ' and such methods, as might most 
effectually promote the common strength, wealth, and interests 
of all his dominions." 

: At length, on the 13th of December 1T79> lord North sub- 
mitted to the house of commons, three propositions for the ' 
relief of the trade of Ireland. The first was, the repeal of those 
laws, which prohibited the exportation of Irish woollen manu- 
factures from Ireland*; the second was, the repeal of thatpart 
ofthe. Actof 19 Geo. 2, which prohibited the exportation of 
glass from Ireland -f*; and the third was, a permission to Ireland 
to trade to and from the British colonies in America, the West 

. * The 10 th and nth of .William and Mary, by imposing a heavy export duty 
upon -woollens, amounting in fact to a prohibition, had put an end to that manu- 
facture in Ireland : this produced a contraband exportation of wool to France, 
where it was manufactured. 

. .j.. Previously to this act of Geo. 2, the Irish might export glass of their own 
manufacture, and import glass from every country, as well as from England. 
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Indies and tlie British settlements on the coast of Africa, 
under the same duties and regulations as those to which 
the English merchants were subject. Separate bills were in- 
troduced for these purposes, which passed -without any difficulty. 
It was only observed, in a debate upon the last of them, by one 
of the members for the trading and manufacturing county of 
Lancaster, who, at the request of his constituents, had been 
active in opposing similar propositions in the two preceding 
sessions, “ that formerly, when questions of commerce respect- 
ing Ireland had been in agitation, the several manufacturing 
to-svns of England had applied to parliament, and urged , their 
situation, as an objection to the matters then under discussion ; 
pleading, that in reliance on the good faith of parliament, they 
had put themselves into thatsituation,andthat therefore it would 
be unjust to grant to Ireland, what must essentially affect their 
interest. The case now, he said, was much altered : it was no 
longer a question of commerce, but a question of great national 
importance ; for which reason, the several places in England, 
likely to be affected by the present measures in favor of Ireland> 
had thought it decent and dutiful to remain silent, and to trust 
altogether to the wisdom and justice of parliament.^’ This 
acquiescence of the English manufacturers was a decisive proof 
of the general impression which prevailed, relative to the dis- 
tressed and critical state of Ireland. 

The Irish pailiament received these propositions of lord 
N Orth, with strong expressions of gratitude ; and passed bills with 
a view to give them full effect, as well as’ several other bills 

The Irish had not been permitted to import any articles directly from the 
West Iiidies. ■ All the West Indian produce consumed in Ireland, passed through 
England. 
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CHAP. VI. for the farther encouragement of thdf trade and manufac- 
' tures;, ■; , ■ . ■ 

^ - ■ V'“ ' ■ 

•, In ,a .subsequent:part of this; session, a bill passed the ;British 
parliament, £or;repealihg the acts which prohibited the exporr, 
tation of coin from England to . Ireland, and the importation of 
foreign hopsdnto. Ireland, 'and which took off the drawback 
upon hops exported from Great Britain to Ireland ; and this 
bill' igave also to his majesty's; subjects resident in Ireland, the; 
privilege of being: admitted into the Turkey company.’ Though 
these concessions , were acknowledged as : great benefits by the 
parliament; of Ireland,.they: were not ; followed by any material 
improvement in the r trade ; of that. coyntry.; : They. were not 
perhaps calculated . to be of immediate arid ,gerieral,.benefit; 
aridrthe'exei’tions of.'the Irish themselves were, wanting to give 
theiri even’thafr partially . good 'effect^- which they might, with 
care,, and in 'time,, 'have produced. It should seem," says 
a, contemporary:writeri:';‘ as if the irianufacturers of Ireland had 
concmved an opiniori, that the.restitution of commercialfree- 
dom would operate like , a charm, and diffuse, in an instant, 
that general prosperity over the nation, which could only be 
the effect of a long; course of frugal attentive,, and persevering 
industry. The fallacy of these sanguine expectations was soon 
apparent ; and the ,evil, if not partly caused, was ^eatly aggra- 
vated, by the idleness of the lowest , class of the people, and 
that, neglect of the proper, occupations of the better sort, which 
was , the consequence of ’ the general disposition to ' political 
speculations*.-" . The distress of; the, manufacturing and labor- 
ing part of the community continued, and, gradually increasing, 

. Dodsdiey’s Annuat Register for 1786, supposed to have" beea -written -by- 
Mr. Burke. 
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became so great in 1783, as to = occasion considerable distur- 
bances in Dublin^; and a very liberal subscription was raised 
for those who could obtain- no employment; But- this being 
merely a temporary reniedy, the Irish house of commons, bn 
the 31st of October in that year, upon the motion of Mr. Gar- 
diner, appointed a committee’ to take into consideration the 
state of the manufactures of the kingdom. The deliberations 
of this committee lasted several months ; and the result will be 
noticed hereafter. “ 

Sobn- after the volunteers had succeeded in removing some 
of the legal obstacles and impediments, by which Irish com- 
merce had long been fettered, they began to aim at a redress 
of what they considered as political grievances. They declared, 
at their public assemblies, that the authority exercised by Great 
Bfitaih over Ireland j was a gross usurpation— -that the British 
parliament had no right to bind Ireland, in any case whatever— 
and that the appeals from the Irish courts of law to those in 
England, was' an humiliating confession of superiority,- which 
ought no longer to be endured. 'Meetings, at’ the t instigation 
of the volunteerSj were -Iield in counties and corporate towns, 
at which resolutions to the same effect were passed ; and^eveiy 
endeavor- was used to excite- j ealousy and discontent amon^ the 
people^ who were taught to believe', that Ireland- would- never 
be happy and prosperous, till It was emancipated from its 
dependance upon England. These claims, asserted by 40,000 
armed men, and supported by the general -voice of the -country, 
itwas notthought prudent to resist; and accordingly in the years 
1782 and 1783, acts were passed, as we' have seen, by the British 
parliament, in which they renounced all legislative authority 
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over Ireland ; and all appeals from the courts of law in Ireland 
to lliosc in England, were prohibited in future. It may be re- 
marked, that these acts, which made so great a change in, the 
relative situation of England and. Ireland, were supported by 
contending parties, who agreed upon scarcely any other impor- 
tant political point, by lord Rockingham, lord Shelburne, the 
duke of Portland, lord North, Mr. Pitt, and ]\Ir. Pox. The 
events which had lately taken place, and the general disposition 
of the people in Ireland, were indeed such, as to force convic- 
tion upon the mind of every one, that it was impossible for 
England any longer to maintain that species of sovereignty, 
which she had hitherto exercised over her sister kingdom; and 
all the enlightened statesmen of the age, not only admitted the 
necessity of these measures, but, also concurred in opinion, 
that the two countries might be placed upon an equal footing, 
with respect to legislation and the administration of justice, 
without any injury or danger to the general interests of the em- 
pire. It was, on the part of England, the renunciation of aproud 
superiority, and not the loss of. a national benefit ; it was the' 
relinquishment of an unimportant distinction, and not the 
surrender of a valuable privilege. Acts were passed by the 
Irish parliament, to give full effect to those which had been 
passed in England; and also, other acts, to limit the mutiny 
bill (which was perpetual) to two years, and to-render the judges 
independent of the crown. . 

But even this establishment of complete political indepen- 
dence, did not restore contentment or tranquillity to Ireland ; 
nor did the conclusion of peace induce the volunteers to dis- 
band. They continued their meetings ; and the success which 
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had hitherto attended their exertions, emboldened them to urge 
hew claims, in the most exceptionable way, and to be more 
factious and violent in their speeches and resolutions. Their 
efforts were now principally directed to obtain a reform of 
parliament. The first public and direct mention of this sub- 
ject seems to have been on the first of July 1783, at a meeting 
of the delegates of 45 volunteer corps at Lisburne, at which it 
was agreed to invite the concurrence of other corps ; and 
a committee was appointed to correspond with the most distin- 
guished persons in England, who were known to be friendly to 
parliamentary reform. Among others, a letter was addressed to 
Mr. Pitt, to which he retmmed no answer. On the 8th of Sep- 
tember, a meeting of delegates from the volunteer corps of the 
whole province of Ulster, was held at Dungannon ; and after 
a long consultation, it was proposed, that delegates from all the 
volunteer corps of all the four provinces, should assemble at 
Dublin, on the 10th of November, for the purpose of considering 
thebest means of promoting a reform in the parliamentary repre- 
sentation. This proposal was generally approved bythe volum 
teers of the other provinces ; and in consequence, what might 
justly be denominated a national convention of military delegates, 
a deliberative assembly of armed political reformers, took place 
in the metropolis, under the eye of the executive government. 
After the election of a president, the appointment of a com- 
mittee, to prepare a plan of reform, and a variety of discussions, 
several resolutions were passed, on the 28th of November,- in 
which it was declared, that the right of voting for members of 
parliament, ought to be extended in a certain specified manner, 
and that the duration of parliaments ought to be limited to 
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c HA e. VI. three instead of seven years, Mr. Flood \yas selected as the 
. ^785- fittest person to bring this business before the Irish house of 
commons ; and on the following day, without any previous 
explanation, he moved, to, bring in “ a bill for the more equal 
representation of the people in parliament " This motion was 
received with evident marks of disapprobatioji ; andMr. Yel- 
verton, the attorney general, who had himself originally 
belonged to a corps of volunteers, but was now, with many 
other respectable persons, convinced, that their proceedings 
were tending.to the subversion of all order and government, and 
that it was become absolutely necessary to resist them, imme- 
diately rose, and said, That the question did not deserve to 
be discussed, but that it ought to be regarded as an insult to 
the house. If the bill originated, as it was notorious it did, 
with a body of armed men, they should decidedly set their faces 
against receiving it. , They did not sit there to receive propo- 
sitions at the point of the bayonet. He entertained an extreme 
reverence for the volunteers, who had conferred the most essen- 
tial services upon their; country. But when they formed 
themselves into a political body, to discuss the modes of 
reforming parliament, and to .regulate the affairs of the nation ; 
when by the rude employment of arms, they would probe the 
wounds of the . constitution, he would set himself against them 
at once. Th.e question now was, whether the national conven- 
tion, or the parliament of Ireland, were to legislate for that 
country. What, was it they had so lately seen? Armed men 
drawn up in files in the streets, in order to open a path for 
other armed men, repairing, in fastidious parade, to a gene- 
ral assembly, and displaying all the ostentation of a real 
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parliament. Would they submit to tliis? Was it decent for 
parliament to enter into a sort of compromise with this con- 
gress ? AVere the members of that house free in their delibera- 
tions, while this military congress was sitting? No; it was 
necessary they should say to the volunteers, You have obtained 
constitution and commerce; and now, instead of dictating 
to the legislature of the kingdom, go to your own homes, 
change your attire, and turn your swords into instruments of 
agriculture.” These spirited and patriotic sentiments were 
warmly applauded ; and, after a long debate, the motion was 
negatived by 157 to 77- The house, to mark more strongly 
their disapprobation of the manner in which this attempt was 
made, and to assert their own dignity and authority, imme- 
diately passed a resolution, moved by Mr. Yelverton, and 
carried by a great majority, “-That it was now necessary to 
declare, that this house will support the rights and privileges 
of parliament against all encroachments.” Nor did they stop 
here: Mr. Conolly, Avho had also formerly been a member of 
a corps of volunteers, moved, “ That an address should, be pre- 
sented to his majesty, to express the happiness they enjoyed 
under the established government; and to assure him of -their 
determination to support the present constitution, with their 
lives and fortunes.” To give this address the greater weight, 
the concurrence of the house of lords was requested, which 
was granted on the first of December. 

This brief naiTative shews .the’ distressed and unquiet situa- 
tion of Ireland, when Mr. Pitt entered into office ; and events 
which soon aftenvards took place, rendered that situation still 
more formidable and alarming. The unequivocal condemna- 
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tion by the bouse of commons, at the end of November 1783, 
, of the principles upon which the volunteers, were then actino’. 

O* 

did not induce. them, to desist. The convention,, indeed, ad- 
journed soon after ; but the delegates, before they separated, 
engaged to exert themselves , individually in their respective 
neighborhoods, to procure petitions to the house of commons, 
in favor of a parliamentary reform. About thirty were pre- 
sented, and afforded Mr. Flood a. pretence for renewing his 
motion on the 13th of the following March._ The bill, was 
allowed to be brought in ; but it was rejected upon the second 
reading, by. a, majority of 159 to .85. . , i 

. On the 31st of March, Mr., Gardiner, in consequence of the 
report from the committee appointed upon his motion, in the 
preceding , October, stated, that the importation of foreign 
(meaning English) .articles, by preventing the consumption: of 
their own manufactures, was the cause of the distress of the 
Irish manufacturers.— As a radical cure to this evil, he pro- 
posed, that .all such foreign articles should be subjected to 
a heavy duty upon importation ; and as the first step in his 
system, he moved, that a duty of 2 s.Qd. per yard should : be 
imposed, upon all drapery -imported, into that kingdom.— It 
was. contended, on the other handj that it would be very .unwise 
to act.upon.this principle of protecting duties, as they were 
called ;, lsincei in that, case, it must be expected, that the British 
legislature would retaliate, by laying a tax upon Irish linenSj 
which were at present annually imported into England, to the 
value of 1,500,000/.. This immense trade would, therefore, 
be , endangered for the sake, of promoting the woollen manufac- 
tures, the value of which did not exceed 50,000/. a year.-- 
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Mr. Gardiners motion was on this ground rejected by 116 chap, vr, 
to 36, which so incensed the populace, who had for some . . 

- time been clamorous for these protecting duties, that five days 
afterwards, a large body of riotous persons forced theii way 
into the gallery and body of the house of commons, while it 
was sitting, and insulted the members in the grossest manner, 
reproaching them with having sold themselves to Great Britain, 
and calling upon them to distribute among the distressed ma^ 
nufacturers, a part of the hire of their iniquity. The guards . 
were sent for, and two of the ringleaders were committed to 
prison. The house afterwards passed a censure upon Mr. 

Thomas Green, the, lord mayor, for not having taken any step 
to prevent the tumults, though he had received sufficient no- 
tice for that purpose ; and for not acting with the caution and 
prudence, that became a chief magistrate. Meetings of the 
inhabitants of Dublin were held, at which the most factious and 
mischievous resolutions were passed ; and government received 
intelligence of a conspiracy to murder no less than seven mem- 
bers of the house of commons. The press was resorted to by 
the discontented and disaffected, as the means of inflaming the 
minds of the common people ; and the “ Volunteer’s Journal,” 
in particular, teemed with exhortations and incitements to 
assassination. , In consequence of this daring licentiousness in 
the newspapers, a bill was introduced by Mr. Foster, in April 
1784, “ for securing the liberty of the press, by preventing the 
publication of libels.” By this bill, which passed without any 
.difficulty, the real printer and proprietor of every newspaper 
was compelled to. make an- affidavit of his name and place of 
residence, to be lodged in the stamp-office, — which enabled 
government to know, and bring to justice, the publisher of 
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3 ame over to England; and a considerable part of Mr. Pittas chap. vi. 

;ime, in tbe summer and autumn, was occupied in deliberating . . 

.vith them, and with the most intelligent persons of the same 

description in this country, upon a new plan of commercial in- 

;ercourse between the two kingdoms. Notice was afterwards 

yiven to every trading and manufacturing . town, that such 

i plan was in contemplation; and a committee of privy coim- 

lellors was appointed to receive information and suggestions 

fom merchants and manufacturers, relative to the different 

Dranches in which they were themselves engaged, with whom 

Mr. Pitt had also frequent private conferences, as the best 

neans of obtaining a minute and practical knowledge of every 

irticle of commerce, foreign and domestic ; and their astonish- 

nent was greatly excited by the acuteness and intelligence of 

lis inquiries and observations. 

The result of these consultations was brought before the 
[rish house of commons, by Mr. Orde, secreta,ry to -the lord 
ieutenant, on the 7th of Eebruary 1785 ; and four days after- 
wards, eleven resolutions were passed as the basis of the 
proposed system. The house of lords, in that kingdom, con- 
pun-ed in these resolutions on the l6th, and they were imme- 
iiately transmitted to his majesty, with a joint address'*. On 
he 22d, Mr. Pitt, by the king's command, presented them to 
he British house of commons ; and, after they were read, he 

* In the house of commons there were three divisions : the first upon a question 
>f delay, inAvhich the numbers were 156 and 33 ; the second upon an amendment 
novedby Mr. Gardiner, which was negatived by a majority of 178 to 33; and the 
;hird was upon the address to the king, in which the minority consisted of only 
,wo. In the house of lords, there was no division. 


observed, that he was persuaded; there was not a man in the 
house, of whatever party or description, however, attached or 
connected, who would not agree, that the settling of the com- 
merciaf intercourse between the two countries, ' upon a firm, 
liberal, and permanent basis, by which an eiid might be for ever- 
put to jealousies and clamor, by which all future pretexts to 
discontent might be removed, and by which the surest founda-' 
tions of future opulence and energy might be laid, was one of 
the most important topics which could be agitated in parlia- 
ment, and one of the most desirable obj ects they could accom- 
plish. ■ It was not his present intention, he said, to enter into 
the detail of the resolutions, which the house had just heard, 
and which he acknowledged he had been concerned in pre- 
paring ; but to confine himself to an exposition of the general 
principles, on which they w^ere founded : nor should he call 
upon the house to come to any decision, till sufficient time had 
been allowed for the examination of all the papers, which 
had been already, or which might hereafter be, laid on the 
table. ' ' ' ' 

He desired to recal to the attention of the house, what had 
been, arid what was, the relative situation of the two countries. 
It would be recollected, that from the revolution, to a period 
within the memory of every man who heard him, the system 
had been that of debarring Ireland from the enjoyment and 
use of her own resources ; and to make her completely subser- 
vient to the interests and opulence of this country, without, 
suffering her to share in the bounties of nature, or profit by the 
skill of her citizens, and without enabling her to contribute to 
the common welfare and strength of the empire. Ireland was 
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excluded from eveiy species of commerce — she was not allowed 
to send the produce of her own soil to foreign markets ; and 
all correspondence with the British colonies had been pro- 
hibited to her, so that she could not obtain tlieir commodities, 
but throudi the medium of Britain. This cruel and abominable 

O 

restraint was as impolitic, as it was unjust and oppressive ; for 
however instrumental it might be to the partial benefit of 
certain districts in this island, it promoted not the general 
prosperity and actual wealth of the British dominions, collec- 
tively considered. It counteracted the kindness of Providence, 
and suspended the industry and enterprise of man. Such was 
the system which had prevailed, and such the state of thraldom, 
in which Ireland had been kept for a period little short of 
a hundred years. A slight relaxation, indeed, took place in 
an early part of the present century ; something more of the 
restrictive laws was abated in the reign of Geo. 2 ; but it was 
not until a time nearer to our own day, that the system was 
entirely exploded. 

It was not to be expected, but that when Ireland, by the 
more enlarged policy of the present age, had acquired an 
independent legislature, she would instantly export her produce 
and manufactures to all the markets in the world. She did so ; 
and this was not all. England, without any compact or bar- 
gain, generously admitted her to a share in the trade to her 
colonies. She gave her liberty to import directly, and to 
export to all the world, except to Britain, every species of 
colonial produce. Thus much was done some years ago ; but 
.to diis moment, the intercourse between Great Britain and 
Ireland themselves, remained upon the old footing. New 
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. regulations had indeed been made, in some trivial points; 

^ but no considerable alteration had taken place, either in the 
exportation of British manufactures to Ireland, or in the im- 
portation of Irish manufactures into Britain. That, therefore, 
'which had been done, was still viewed by the people of Ireland 
as insufficient; and clamors were excited, and sugaestions 
circulated in Dublin and elsewhere, of putting duties on our 
produce and manufactures, for the purpose of preventing their 
importation, under the name of “ protecting duties." 

Having thus far abandoned the commercial domination, in 
which we had so long persevered ; having so wisely and justly 
put the Irish into a state, in which they might cultivate, and 
profit from, the gifts of nature ; and having secured to them 
the advantage of their skill and industiy— having, in these 
respects, abolished one system, and established another ; surely 
no one could 'wish the immediate communication between the 
two countries, in matters of trade, to continue exactly as it 
was. There were, he said, but two possible systems for coun- 
tries situated in relation to one another, like Britain and ' 
Ireland. The one was, that of having the smaller completely 
subservient and subordinate to the greater — to make the smal- 
'ler, asit were, an instrument of advantage to the greater, arid 
to cause all her efforts to operate and conduce solely to that 
purpose. This system had been tried by Britain iri regard to 
Ireland. The other was, a participation and community of 
.'benefits, upon a principle of equality and fairness, which, 
without tending to aggrandize the one, or depress the other, 
should seek the aggregate interests of the empire. . Such a sys- 
tem of commercial equality, in which there was to be a com- 
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munity of benefits, demanded also a community of burdens ; 
and it Avas tliis situation, in which he was anxious to place 
Great Britain and Ireland. 

Mr. Pitt tlien proceeded to explain his plan for elfectiiig tliis 
desirable and important purpose, as contained in the resolu- 
tions transmitted from Ireland, and which consisted of three 
general heads ; Pirst, it was proposed, that all foreign articles, 
which were now importable directlj’’ from other countries into 
Great Britain, should hereafter also be importable, under suit- 
able provisions, into Great Britain, tlirough tlic medium of 
Ireland. Secondly, that all articles, the produce or manufacr 
ture of Great Britain or Ireland, should be mutually importable 
.into each other, under a proper regulation of countervailing 
duties, drawbacks, and bounties ; thus would a complete parr 
ticipation of all the commercial and manufacturing advantages 
and privileges of every kind and description, enjoyed by 
England, be conceded to Ireland; and a perfect equality and 
reciprocity between the two kingdoms, be fully and finally 
established. Thirdly, it being considered reasonable, that 
Ireland, when admitted to this entire participation and commu- 
nity of benefits, should contribute to the expence of maintain- 
ing the colonies, and protecting the commerce of the empire.; 
and that her contribution should be of such a nature as to keep 
pace with the gain derived from the new system, it was pro- 
posed, that the surplus of the hereditary revenue, above its 
present produce, should be appropriated towards the support 
of the naval force of the empire, in whatever manner the par- 
liament of that kingdom should direct. The hereditary reve- 
nue, which now amounted to 656,000/. a year, almost totally. 
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depended upon the trade and population of the country ; and 
^ consequently, in whatever degree the trade and population of 
Ireland should be increased, she would pay a sum in proportion 
to that increase. 

Having given this outline of the Irish propositions, as they 
were called, Mr. Pitt concluded, by moving the following preli- 
minary resolution, “ That it is the opinion of this house, that 
it is highly important to the general interests of the empire, 
that the commercial intercourse between Great Britain and 
Ireland should be finally adjusted ; and that Ireland should be 
admitted to a permanent and irrevocable participation of "the 
commercial advantages of this country, when the parliament 
of Ireland shall permanently and irrevocably secure an aid out- 
of the surplus of the hereditary revenue of that kingdom, to- 
wards defraying the expence of protecting the general com- 
merce of the empire in time of peace." Mr. Pitt proposed, 
that the consideration of this resolution should be deferred for 
a week, to give time to receive accounts and estimates ; and 
he added, that if there should then appear any reason for 
farther delay, he should willingly consent to it. 

It may be observed, that in all former commercial con- 
cessions to Ireland, no stipulation had been made for any re- 
turn — there had uniformly been a gratuitous surrender of 
advantages, without providing for the slightest compensation. 
In this respect, Mr. Pitt's system differed from those of his 
■predecessors. In fact, it could scarcely be said, that there 
was any system in what had hitherto been done for Ireland. 
Nothing had been granted upon the ground of substantial 
. justice, and sound policy. Concessions were extorted, one 



ufter anolher, from the British government, and were nothing 
more than temporary expedients, to obviate pressing ditli- 
culties, or to sileiice present complaints. No attempt had 
been made, by a fair, liberal, and comprehensive adjustment of 
commercial interests, to cut olV all cause of discontent in 
Ireland ; and, by establishing lasting harmony between the 
two countries, to unite and consolidate their clforts for the 
promotion of the prosperity and welfare of tiie empire at large. 
All former ministers had shrunk from the undertaking, as in- 
volving unsurmountable obstacles. 

It was scarcely to be expected, that a plan, which opened 
the British market to the Irish, for every article of trade and 
manufactures, both foreign and domestic, ‘should not excite 
apprehension and jealousy in the commercial part of the com- 
munity in Great Britain ; more especially, as the most active 
endeavors were used by the opponents and enemies of go- 
verment, both in and out of parliament, to persuade the 
public, that llie mercantile and manufacturing interests of 
Great Britain would be sacrificed to those of Ireland, by the 
proposed arrangement. The alarm became very general, 
almost every one fancying, lliat liis own branch of trade would 
be ruined ; and in consecpience, numerous petitions against the 
measure, were presented to the house of commons. Two 
months were occupied in hearing counsel and examining wit- 
nesses ; among whom were some of the principal merchants 
and manufacturers from every part of the kingdom ; and the 
commissioners of customs and excise were also heard, as to the 
probable effect which the intended alterations would have 
upon the revenue. The most minute details were entered into ; 
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. and all possible pains taken to ascertain, in wliat manner 

^ every branch of trade, every species of manufacture, and every 
article of taxation, would be effected ; and likewise, by what 
regulations any difficulty might be obviated, or any mischief,, 
which was apprehended, might be prevented. Desultory con- 
versations ffiequently arose in the course of the examinations ; 
and those members, on both sides of the house, who had ap- 
plied their thoughts to trade and manufactures, delivered 
their sentiments upon the points under immediate considera^ 
tion. Never was subject more completely investigated — no 
part of it was left unexplored — a prodigious mass of evidence 
was collected, and a great variety of information obtained. 

Mr. Pitt, after the fullest and most impartial attention to all 
the facts which had been stated, and to all the arguments which 
had been advanced, was convinced, that he might safely perse- 
vere in his plan, without danger to the commerce or revenue 
of this country. But though he was confirmed in the opinion 
that the principles, upon which the arrangement was founded, 
were just and wise, ho perceived, that the inquiries which had 
been instituted, and the discussions which had taken place, 
had thrown new light upon several points, which would enable 
him to render his plan more complete, and better suited to 
the accomplishment of its object. He willingly availed him^ 
self of this information and assistance ; and, on the 12th of 
May, he submitted to the house, the whole system,, matured 
and improved, in twenty resolutions, including the eleven 
transmitted from Ireland, into which he introduced various of 
modifications and restrictions. Of the additional resolutions, 
some were only explanatory of, and supplemental to, the- 
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original ones ; bul tlic others related to subjects entirely new. 
These latter, contained provisions, that all the navigation laws, 
which were then, or might hereafter be, in force in Great Bri- 
tain, should be enacted by the legislature of Ireland ; that no 
West Indian merchandizes, except the produce of our own 
colonies, should be iinpurled into Ireland : and that Ireland 
should not be allowed to trade to the Ktist Indies, so long as 
the charter of the h’nglish Bast India company should con- 
tinue. There were also regulations respecting patents, the 
copj'-right in books, and the right of fishing upon the coasts 
of the British dominions. He explained the nature and ten- 
dency of the whole series of resolutions ; and particularly 
dwelt upon those, which were now, for the lirst time, brought 
under the consideration of the house. He proved himself accu- 
rately ac([uainted with every branch of the trade and manufac- 
tures of both kingdoms, and at the same time displayed the most 
enlarged and comprehensive views of the general principles of 
commerce, and of the means by which it might be encouraged 
and extended, under the relative circumstances of England 
and Ireland. Towards the end of his speech, he addressed the 
house, in the most earnest manner, entreating them to reflect 
upon the momentous nature of the business then before them ; — 
that its object was to conciliate a difference between this and 
our sister kindom, which, though at present confined to secret 
repinings and disgusts, to jealousies, and to a war of interests 
and of passions, might perhaps, in time, proceed to a length, 
which he shuddered to think of, and could not venture to ex- 
press ; that it tended to enrich one part of the empire, without 
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CHA.V. VI. impoverishing the other, while it gave strength to both ; that, 
. like Mercy, the favorite attribute of Heaven, 

, ~ “ It is twice blessed j 

“ It blesseth him that gives, and him that takes 

that after the severe calamities, under which this country had 
so long labored, that after the heavy loss which she had 
sustained from the recent division of her doniinions, there 
ought to be no object more impressive on the feelings of the 
house, than to endeavor to preserve from farther dismember- 
ment and diminution, what yet remained of our reduced and 
shattered empire, and to unite and connect Great Britain and 
Ireland, now the only considerable members left, in the bond 
of mutual affection j mutual kindness, and reciprocity of inte- 
rests, He called upon those gentlemen, who had enjoyed 
a share at different periods in the government of Ireland, to 
declare, from their local knowledge, whether the time was not 
now past, when temporary expedients, when lenitives calcu- 
lated merely for the purpose of deadening the immediate 
sense of pain^ without even approaching the seat of the dis- 
temper, could be administered with safety? Whether such 
measures could silence the demands, which the Irish, witli 
a loud united voice, were at this moment making -on the 
justice, the wisdom, and the humanity of the nation ? 

He apologized for having troubled the house so long -upon 
a subject which had already occupied much of their attention-; 
declaring, that; aniong all the objects of his political life, this 
was, in his opinion,- the most important he -had ever engaged. 
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in ; nor did he imagine he should ever meet another, which 
would call forth all his public exertions, and rouse every ^ 
feeling of his heart, in so forcible a manner, as, the present had 
done — a question, in which, he verily believed, was involved 
every prospect which still remained to this country, of again 
lifting up her head to that height and eminence, which 
she once possessed among nations; and of giving to her 
commerce, her public credit and her resources, that spring and 
vivacity, which she experienced at the conclusion of the war 
before the last;, which was now. so obviously returning, and 
which, he trusted, she would never be found to want, so long 
as liberality, public spirit, and disinterestedness held their 
place in that house. He concluded,- by moving the first 
resolution. 

A very long debate ensued, in which lord North moved for 
an immediate adjournment, asserting, that more time.' was re- 
quired for the consideration of this extensive and. important 
business. The question of adjournment was lost by a majority 
of 281 to , 155, and the first resolution was passed. To the 
second resolution, Mr. Pelham moved an amendment, which 
was rejected, by a majority of 249, to 125 ; and the resolu- 
tion, as proposed by Mr. Pitt, was passed, at six o'clock iii the 
morning, after which the house adjourned. . 

In this, and in the other debates which took place upon the 
remaining resolutions, numerous objections were urged : It 
was stated, that the system must necessarily be detrimental to 
the commerce and manufactures of Great Britain, as the 
comparatively low price of labor in Ireland, would enable the 
Irish to sell the same articles at a less price than that at which 
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cHAi>. VI. the English . could afford them ; that . many foreign articles 
, would be smuggled into: Ireland, and from thence imported into 
Great -Britain, AYhich;wouid be injurious to the revenue that 
the requiring the parliament of ■ Ireland to adopt the present 
and all- future navigation laws, which might be in force in 
Great Britain, was inconsistent with the legislative indepen- 
dence, of . Ireland, and. a resumption of that authority, which 
had been formally renounced ; and; that. Great Britain would 
derive no -pecuniary, benefit from this plan, as it was highly 
improbable, that the hereditary revenue of Ii’eland should pro- 
duce any surplus above the; stipulated sum. - These objections, 
however, were considered either as. unfounded, or as of veiy 
little weight, when put in competition with the great and im- 
portant advantages expected from the plan. 

All the resolutions, most of which were warmly debated, 
passed the house of commons, by large majorities ; and on the 
31st of May, they were carried up to the !' house of lords. 
There, also, counsel were heard, arid witnesses examined, in 
consequence of petitions ; but after several debates,, the reso^ 
lutions were passed by a great majority; with some immaterial 
amendments. The resolutions, thus amended, were sent back 
to the house of commons ; • . and Mr. Pitt moved, , that they 
should belaid before his majesty, for the purpose of being 
transmitted to Ireland, with an address, which he then pro- 
posed.' To this the house, agreed, at the end of a long debate ; 
aiid the concurrence of the house of lords was obtained a few 
days afterwards, in both cases, without any division.. , The 
following was the joint- address of the; tivn houses, which was 
presented to his majesty on the 29th of July^ and which 
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contained a clear and accurate statement of the whole system, 
as it then. stood : ^ ... . . ■ 

“ Most gracious Sovereign, 

“We your majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
lords spiritual and temporal, and commons, of Great Britain, 
in .parliament assembled,- have; taken into our most serious com 
sideration, the important subject of the commercial intercourse 
between Great ; Britain and Ireland, recommended in your 
majesty's speech at the opening of the present session, and the 
Tesolutions : of. the two houses of the parliament in -Ireland, 
which were laid before us, by your majesty’s command, on.the 
22d of -Eebruary last. : ^ 

“ After a long and careful investigation of the various ques- 
tions necessarily arising out of this comprehensive subject, we 
have come to the several resolutions, which we now humbly 
present;to your majesty, and which, we- trust, will form the 
basis of an advantageous and permanent comraercial settlement 
between your majesty’s kingdoms, of Great Britain, and 
Ireland. . . : . • . 

“ We have proceeded on the foundation of the resolutions of 
the parliament of Ireland ; but in considering so extensive an 
arrangement, we have found it necessary to introduce some 
modifications and exceptions ; and we have added such : regu- 
lations and conditions as appeared to ; us indispensably 
necessary for establishing the proposed agreement on just 
and equitable principles, arid for securing to . both countries, 
those commercial advantages, to an equal enjoyment of which 
they are in future to_ be entitled.. ■ J 
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“ Your majesty's subjects in Ireland, being secured, iii afull 
^ and lasting participation of the trade with the British .colonies, 
must, we are persuaded, acknowledge the justice of their con- 
tinuing to enjoy it on the same terms with, your majesty’s 
subjects in Great Britain. 

“ And it is, we conceive, equally manifest, that as the ships 
and mariners of Ireland are to continue, in all time to come, 
to enjoy the same privileges with those of Great Britain, the 
same provision should be adopted in Ireland, as 'may be found 
necessary in this country, for securing those advantages exclu- 
sively to the subjects of the empire. This object is essentially 
connected with the maritime strength of your majesty’s do- 
minions, and consequently with the safety and prosperity both 
of Great Britain and Ireland, 

. “ We therefore deem it indispensable, that these points should 
be secured, as conditions necessary to the existence and durar 
tion of the agreement between the two countries; they can 
Only be carried into effect by laws to be passed in the, parliar 
ment of Ireland ; which is alone competent to bind your 
majesty’s subjects in that kingdom, and whose legislative rights 
we shall ever hold as sacred as our own. 

“It remains for the parliament of Ireland to judge, acr 
cording to their wisdom and discretion, of these conditions, as 
well.- as of every other part of the. settlement proposed to be"* 
established by mutual consent. 

“ Our purpose in these resolutions, is, to promote alike the 
commercial interests of your majesty’s subjects in, both coun- 
tries ; and we are persuaded, that the, common prosperity of 
the two kingdoms will be thereby greatly advanced; the 
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subjects of each will in future apply themselves to those 
branches of commerce, which they can exercise with most 
advantage ; and the wealth so dilVused through every part, will 
operate as a general benefit to the whole. 

“ We have thus far performed our part in this important 
business ; and we trust, that in the whole of its progress, reci- 
procal interests and mutual alfcclion will ensure that spirit of 
union, so essentially necessary to the great end which the tw'o 
countries have equally in view. 

“ In this persuasion, we look forward with con/idence to the 
final completion of a measure, which, while it tends to perpe- 
tuate harmony and friendship between the two kingdoms, 
must, by augmenting their resources, uniting their eflbrts, and 
consolidating their strength, afford your majesty the surest 
means of establishing on a lasting foundation, the safety, pro- 
sperit}^ and glory of the empire.” 

On the 2d of August, IMr. Pitt presented to the house, a bill 
founded upon these resolutions, “ for finally regulating the 
intercourse and commerce between Great Britain and Ireland, 
on permanent and equitable principles, for the mutual benefit 
of both kingdoms.” It was ordered to be printed ; and the 
house, by his majesty’s command, then adjourned to the 27th 
of October, by which time it was hoped, that the Irish parlia- 
ment would have passed a bill, for carrying, on their part, the 
proposed system into effect. 

This hope, however, was disappointed. The eleven original 
resolutions had passed both houses of the Irish parliament 
almost unanimously, and they were veiy generally approved in 
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• the country; but through the exertions of party-spirit, and the 
^ arts of designing men, so strong a prejudice was- excited in 
Ireland, against the alterations and additions made by the 
British parliament, that even before the byenty resolutions 
reached that kingdom, numerous petitions were ‘ presented 
against them to the house of commons, and several members 
declared their determination to oppose them. The provision 
respecting the navigation laws, was considered in Ireland still 
more strongly than in England, as an infringement of its 
legislative independence, although it was impossible that Great 
-Britain should not stipulate for the preservation of laws, which 
were the source both of her commercial opulence and of- her 
naval power ; and although it had been unequivocally acknow- 
ledged in the I debates . of the English parliament, and- was 
expressly asserted in the address to the king, that “the parlia- 
ment of Ireland was alone competent to make laws^ binding 
upon liis majesty's subjects in that kingdom." The appro- 
priation of the surplus of the hereditary revenue, and the 
prohibition of trade to the East Indies, were reprobated, as 
reducing the country to little less than a state of slavery; 
although that surplus, granted in return for the most substantial 
advantages, was ;to be applied to the support of the naval force 
of the empire, under the direction of the Irish parliament itself; 
and the prohibition of trade to the East Indies, only placed 
the Irish in precisely the same state, in which all the English 
were, except the East India company, and was^ indispensably 
necessary for the preservation of public faith and chartered 
rights. It is to be observed too, that Mr. Pitt had declared it 
to-be his intention to empower the company to take such 
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part of their outward bound: cargo as they might find con- chap. vi. 
venient, in the ports of Ireland ; and likewise to import . . 

directly into Ireland, fi'om the East Indies, such articles of 
the produce of that country, as they might think proper; which 
would have been important provisions in favor of Ireland, and 
ought to have prevented any dissatisfaction on the ground of 
the East Indian trade. But unfortunately, the Irish at this rho- 
ment were taught to consider every thing which originated in 
England asan object of jealousy and mistrust, and as concealing 
hostile intentions under the guise and semblance of friendship. 

It is also to be remembered, that there always existed in 
Ireland, a. large body of men, who, from various causes, but 
chiefly from hostility to the protestant ascendancy, were 
anxious to produce a separation between the two kingdoms, 
and who never failed to encourage and foment any discontent 
which might arise with respect to the conduct of Great 
Britain.' ^ 

On the 12th of August,- Mr. Orde brought the plan before 
the Irish house of- commons ; and after a speech explanatory 
of the grounds upon which the parliament in England had 
altered, and added to, the original resolutions, he moved 'for 
a bill similar to that which Mr. Pitt had introduced into the 
British house of commons. The motion, after a long and 
violent- debate, which lasted till nine oTlock in the morning, 
was carried by only 128 to 107 ; which small, majority induced 
Mr. Orde, a. few days - afterwards, when he presented the bill, 
and obtained leave to have it printed, to -inform the house, 
that it was not his intention to proceed any farther with the 
business in the present session. He was, he said, desirous of 
criving leisure, both to parliament and to the public, to exa- 
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mine and to understand the plan ; and he trusted, that Avhen the 
present ferment should have subsided, and the system should 
be calmly and dispassionately considered, free from the errors 
of misrepresented facts, and the delusion of sophistical 
reasoning, it would be found eminently calculated to promote 
the prosperity of Ireland, and in no degree violating the 
privileges she now enjoyed: he added, that when he should 
have reason to think, that such a conviction had taken place, 
he should again call the attention of the house to the subject. 

The failure of this plan was a most severe mortification to 
i\Ir.. Pitt. He had labored unremittingly for nearly twelve 
months, to make it as perfect and as unexceptionable as its 
extensive and . complicated nature would allow ; and he was 
satisfied tliat it would have proved highly conducive to the most 
important interests of Ii-eland, as well as to the general welfare 
of the empire. He thought it, however, wise in the Irish 
government to yield to the present clamor, and to wait for 
a change of sentiment, to which he looked forward, at no 
distant period, with the utmost confidence 

There being now no occasion for. the British, parliament to 
meet on the 27th of Octobez*, it was prorogued by commission, 
without a speech from the throne. 


Durustg the progress of this unsuccessful attempt to' improve 
the trade and manufactui*es of Beland, the volimteers Avere 

* Some communication passed in the summer of 1787, bet\veen Mr. Pitt and 
th? Irish government, , relative to the revival of this plan, with such alterations as 
might be thought expedient, but it was determined not to make the attempt. It 
may be a question,, whether the adoption of this plan would not have prevented 
the continuance and increase of that discontent; and of those distresses, which at 
length produced open rebellion in Ireland. 
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exerting all their influence to excite in the nation, ' a spirit of 
disaffection. and hostility to Great Britain, which must have 
conti'ibuted in no small degree, to render the commercial pro- 
positions unpopular, the obvious tendency of which was to 
establish a more intimate and beneficial connection between 
the. two kingdoms. A reform of parliament continued to be 
their professed object; and after the rejection: of Mr. Flood^s 
bill, they had recourse to a most unconstitutional and dangerous 
expedient. On the 7th of June 1784, they- called a general 
meeting of the citizens of Dublin,whopassedn variety of reso- 
lutions ; in which, among other things, they asserted, that the 
people had an unalienable right to correct any abuses which 
had crept into the representation, and that the existing house 
of commons was notoriously venal and corrupt ; they farther 
agreed, that an address should be circulated throughout the 
kingdom, for the pm-pose of stimulating the body .of. the 
people to a general and zealous, co-operation to accomplish 
a reform in the representation ; and also, that a petition should 
be presented to his majesty, pra 5 dng for the. dissolution; of the 
present parliament. This , address to the people, contained 
a detailed account of the various hardships, under which the 
Irish had long labored, and attributed them . to the y.defectsLof 
their. representation in parliament : it^ stated,.that all the endea- 
vors, which had hitherto been- exerted to . obtain a reform, had 
failed ; and therefore,. thejr.called upon their fellow-subjects to 
unite vflth them, ih'^ adopting ■ some more efficacious mode of 
application ; and with that view they proposed, “ that five per 
sons should be elected from each county, city, and considerab’ 
town, to meet in Dublin, on the 2oth of . October, in natic 
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considered as tending to produce still greater evils than any 
of those, which the friends of reform were desirous to 
remed3^'’ 

The sheriffs for the city of Dublin had, by public adver- 
tisement, summoned a meeting of the inhabitants on the 
20th of September, for the election of five delegates to repre- 
sent them in a national . congress. A few days before the 
meeting was to take place, the attorney general informed the 
sheriffs, that by this act they had been guilty, of a violation of 
the laws ; and that, if they persevered, it was his intention to 
prosecute them ' in the king’s bench. . On the appointed day, 
one of the sheriffs read the attorney general’s letter, and in 
consequence of it, dissolved the meeting, without allowing 
them to elect ' any delegates. -Application was aftei-n’^ards 
made to the new. sheriffs, who entered upon their office on the 
29th of September, to call a meeting on the 11th of October, 
for the election of : delegates ; but they declined all linterfer 
rehce, and a meeting took place without their authority. This 
meeting, besides electing delegates, passed several strong, resor 
lutions, declaratory of their f‘ sacred and imprescriptible right 
to assemble themselves for the redress of grievances ■ and 
affirming, that “ all attempts .to interrupt these constitutional 
meetings, were, to be regarded as an alarming. encroachment 
upon the liberties of the people, and a direct violation of 
magna char ta and the bill of rights and announcing their 
determination to “ animate and protect,. by every effort in their 
power, those of their countrymen, who, in these disastrous con- 
junctures, might become the victim's of ministerial, persecution, 
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CHAP. VI. for having vindicated and supported, by constitutional .means;, 
the privileges of the nation." 

On the other hand, a meeting, legally summoned, of the 
lord mayor, sheriffs, and freemen of Dublin, was held on the 
'l6th of October, at which they voted an address to. the lord 
lieutenant, expressive of their “ extreme grief, for the violence 
which had long reigned among the people, and of their lasting 
gratitude for the exertions that had repressed the disorders, by 
which the kingdom was disgraced. They referred themselves 
entirely to his good offices with the sovereign, to procm-e 
to Ireland a more equaT representation of the people; and 
the permanent establishment of a commerce productive of 
advantages to the two kingdoms, and strengthening the links 
by which Ireland was united to Great Britain. Full of the 
most unshaken attachment to the principles of the constitution, 
they warmly approved the conduct, which his excellency, had 
opposed to dangerous innovations ; and they engaged to de- 
fend, with their whole power, and by : every constitutional 
method, the protestant establishment against any attacks, by 
which it might be assailed." And a few months afterwards, 
they voted an address to the king, in:.which they said, that 
“ they might justly be deemed insensible to the blessings they 
had- derived under his majesty’s auspices, if c they omitted that 
seasonable occasion of . declaring their rooted ; abhorrence of . 
every attempt to create unjust and dangerous discontents, 
tending to subvert . the constitution, in church and state ; they 
rejected, > Avith indignation, the interference of any body of 
,meh, unknown to. the. constitution ; and. they were resolved to 
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sufter no assumed authority to dictate to the legislature of the 
land.” This address was signed by 21 peers, and 1,121 
commoners. 

In the mean time, the attorney general proceeded by attach- 
ment against Mr. Reilly, high sheritf of the county . of Dublin, 
who had called a meeting of freeholders for the election of 
delegates, presided at it, and signed the resolutions ; and . the 
court of king’s bench, having pronounced both the meeting and 
the resolutions illegal, punished Mr. Reilly, by a fine of five 
marks, and imprisonment for one week. Similar punishments 
were inflicted upon other magisti*ates, Avho were guilty of the 
same offence, and also upon the printers and publishers of 
newspapers, in which these illegal resolutions were inserted. 

The congress met on the 2oth of October, but very few 
.delegates being present*, after sitting three days, and 
passing some resolutions, they adjourned to the 20th - of 
.the following Januaiy, when the delegates from twenty- 
seven counties, and from several cities and towns, assem- 
bled, to the number of about two hundred. After sittins: 
till, the 4th of February, they adjourned to the 20th of April, 
.on which day they declared their then. meeting to. be final. 
They. came to several resolutions, relative to the .necessity of 
a more equal representation in parliament, and . to the pro- 
priety of another application to the house of commons ; . and 
their last act was, the publication of a brief address to the 
people of Ireland; in which they observed, “ that if the. abuse 

* Mr. Orde informed Mr. Pitt, that only 36 attended, of whom Mr. Flood was 
one, ' most of the others being persons of no importance,' and of infamous 
•character. 
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of former pafliameiits did not inspire a distrust of those which 
were' to come; if the venerable' opinion of those illustrious 
men, who were now no more, and the assistance of those 
whose present labours co-operated with them in the same pur- 
suit, had no influence to awaken their fears, to animate their 
efforts, and to invigorate their hopes; this, and every other 
enideavor must fall into ' oblivion ; and they would shortly re- 
pose in indolent acquiescence, under such a representation, as 
would gall therhselves and their posterity with encreasing tax- 
ation -and oppression." . 

The sniall attendance of delegates, the short sittings of con- 
gi’ess, and' its speedy dissolution; were caused by the late 
spirited exertions of ' government’; and the desponding lan- 
guage in the final address of congress, is to be ascribed to the 
general reprobation, by all sober-minded persons, of the recent 
proceedings' of the advocates for parliamentary reform;, and to 
the difference of opinion which had arisen among' themselves, 
and created considerable disunion, relative to the important 
point of admitting roman catholics to the right of suffrage. 
Lord Charleinont,' who was at the head of the volunteers, arid an 
avowed'! friend of reform, declared against' the grant of that 
right, for which he received the thanks of the corporation of 
Dublin, in October 1784. 

It was determined, that Mr. Tlood should not introduce his 
bill a second time; till the fate of Mr. Pitt s motion; upon 
the same subject in the British house of. commons,' should be 
known. We have seen that Mr. Pitfs motion was negatived, 
on the 18th of April ; and on the 13th of May,' Mr. Blood's 
bill, which .had been introduced a few days before, was re- 
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jected, upon the second reading, by a majority of 112 to 60. 
Thus ended,- for the present, the attempt in Ireland to obtain 
a parliamentary reform ; but there still remained a discon- 
tented and turbulent spirit in the country, which in time, 
as we shall hereafter see, broke forth in disorders of the most 
serious nature. 


CHAP. VJ. 

1785. 





496 


CHA'P. Vll. 

1786. 


■CHAPTEU THE SEVENTH:; 

* 

1786. 

Continental Affairs — Meeting of Parliament — The Duke of Richmo?id's Plan oj 
Fortifications — Mr. PitCs Plan for the Redemption of the National Debt— His 
other Finance Measures — Amendment of Mr. Pitt’s India Bill — Commencement 
of Proceedings against Mr. Hastings — Prorogation of Parliament. 

^ I ^HE prospect, in the beginning of the year 1785, of the 
immediate commencement of 'hostilities between Austria 
and the United States of Holland, was mentioned in the pre- 
ceding chapter. This expected rupture, however, did not 
take place. The emperor, perceiving from the decisive lan- 
guage held by the court of Versailles, and the actual assembling 
of troops near Luxembourg, that if he prosecuted his claims 
by force of arms, the French would support the Dutch 
with all their power, thought it more prudent to settle ‘the 
points in dispute, by means of negotiation. He required, 
indeed, as a previous step, that a formal apology should be 
made for the insult offered to his flag, by the seizure of • the 
brigs upon the Scheldt; and the states, not hesitating to 
gratify his pride in this instance, sent two' of their nobles to 
Vienna for that purpose, in the month of July. This matter 
being adjusted, conferences Avere immediately opened between 
the Austrian and Dutch ambassadors, at Paris ; and so really 
desirous were both parties of an amicable arrangement, that 
the preliminaries Avere signed on the 12th of September, and 
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the definitive treaty on the 8th. of November, through the 
mediation, and under the guarantee, of the king of France. 

By this treaty it was agreed, that the emperor should enjoy 
the sovereignty of the Scheldt from Antwerp to the county of 
Softingen; and that the sovereignty of the rest of the river 
from thence to the sea, together ^\’ith the canals of the Sas, 
the Swin, and the mouths of the neighboring rivers, should 
continue to belong exclusivel}'- to the states general ; that the 
states should demolish the forts of Kriuschans and Frederick 
Henry, and cede the territories to the emperor ; and that they 
should also cede to him the forts of Lillo and Lickinshock, 
with their fortifications, having the liberty of previously with- 
drawing their artillery and ammunition ; that the states general 
should pay to the emperor, 94 millions of florins, in consi- 
deration of his renouncing all pretensions to Maestricht, and 
its territory ; and half a million of .florins, as an indemnifi- 
cation for the damages which his subjects had sustained by 
the inundations. Thei’e were also sevei'al articles relative to 
local rights and internal regulations, and one by which the 
contracting parties mutually renounced all farther claims upon 
each other. The emperor was unquestionably a gainer by 
this treaty ; but throughout the transaction he gave proofs of 
that want of steadiness and decision, by which his character 
was strongly marked. 

Mr. Pitt watched with attention the whole of these proceed- 
ings, but they never assumed a shape to make it necessary 
for the court of London to interfere. After the arrangement 
was settled, he received private intelligence, that of the ten 
millions of florins, paid by the Dutch to the emperor, four 
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. millions and a half were advanced by France, which his 

^ informant mentioned as a proof of the desire of the court of 
Versailles to preserve the peace of Europe ; but, perhaps, it 
ought rather to be considered as the price of that ascendancy, 
which France was from this time allowed to exercise over 
the counsels of the states general; and which we may conclude, 
she was most anxious to obtain, as her finances were at this 
time by no means in a florishing condition. Two days 
indeed after the conclusion of the treaty between Austria and 
Holland, a defensive and offensive treaty between France and 
Holland was signed, by which those two countries entered into 
the closest alliance ; each engaging to support and assist the 
other, with a certain specified number of men and ships, in case 
of attack by any third power ; and an article being inseited^ that . 
any other power might be invited to join in the treaty, which 
was known to have reference to Spain, it was evident that 
France intended to make Holland a paity in the family com- 
pact, and to pledge her to co-operate in promoting all the 
views of the house of Bourbon. This treaty, so contrary to 
the system pursued by the states general from the period of 
their first establishment, and so obviously dangerous to their 
independence and best interests, was a decisive proof of the 
great influence, already acquired by France over the states, 
to which the pecuniary accommodation jurt mentioned must 
have contributed, and was sufficient to awaken jealous appre- 
hensions in the other powers of Europe. It appears, from 
the correspondence of our minister at the Plague, that one of 
the great objects which France had in view from this alliancei 
was, to induce Holland to encrease her naval force in the East 
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Indies, for the purpose of molesting our trade, and to be 
prepared to assist our enemies, and to attack our possessions, 
in that distant quarter of the Avorld, if any opportunity should 
present itself ; and accordingly, jMr. Pitt afterwards received 
intelligence, tliat in tlie course of the following summer, five 
Dutcli frigates were sent to be stationed in different parts 
of the Indian seas. 

It is very singuhu’, that w’hile the emperor was urging his 
claims with so much earnestness to the free navigation of the 
Scheldt, he was carrying on a secret negotiation, which, if it had 
succeeded, would have deprived him of all immediate interest 
in every thing connected with that river. The object of the 
negotiation alluded to, was, the exchange of the Netherlands 
for the electorate of Bavaria. This exchange would have been 
highly advantageous to the emperor, as it would have rendered 
his dominions contiguous, and have ensured to him a still 
greater preponderance in Germany, than he had hitherto en- 
joyed. But it is diflicult to say, what could have been the 
inducement to die elector of Bavaria, who was at this time far 
advanced in age, infirm, and without children ; unless, as w.ajs 
generally believed, he was tempted by the promise of raising 
the Netherlands into a kingdom, and of giving him the title of 
king of Austrasia. Such progress, however, was made jp the 
treaty, that the empress of Russia, who was closely connected 
with the emperor, and probably acquainted with the proceed- 
ings from the first, requested the consent of the duke of Deux 
Fonts, the presumptive heir* of the electorate, which the 
duke refused to give ; and applied to the king of Prussia for his, 

* He was nephew to tlie present elector. 
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proleclion and a.s.sistancc, to prevent an agreement inconsistent 
with tim provisions of the treaty of 'roschen, of whicii he was 


guarantee. To this application, the king gave a favorable 
reply being desirous of opposing any plan, which might 
tend to the aggrandizement of the hou.se of Austria. 


'I’he negotiation now became generally known, and excited 
great alarm among tlie German states, who could not but con- 
sider the proposed consolidation and increase of tlie Austrian 
power as highly dangerous to their own independence. To givm 
etfect and encouragement to this general impression, the king 
of lhaissia, the king of Great Britain, as elector of Hanover, 
and the elector of Saxony, in avowed reference to tlie pending 
negotiation, entered into a treaty of union and confederation, 
by which they bound themselves to maintain the indivisibility 
of the empire, the general riglits of the Germanic body, and 
those of it.s individual members. To this treaty the duke of 
Deux Fonts, the margrave of Anspach, and other princes, 
afterwards acceded. The emperor, being thus convinced, that 
die exchange could not be accomplished, without the most' 
determined resistance of all the German states, with his usual 
versatility, ubaudoned his design, and even denied that it had 
ever been in contemplation ; asserting, that the negotiation 
between himself and die elector of ]3avaria, had no farther 
object than the adjustment of the limits of their respective 
dominions. The empress of Russia was extremely displeased 
•with this league of the Gorman states, thinking it might im- 
pede her views with respect to herself and Austria ; and -went 
so far as to authorize count Woronzow, her minister at our 
court, to represent, that if the king of Great Britain did not 
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relinquish his alliance with Prussia and Saxony, she would chai>. vn. 
enter into treaties which would not be agreeable to him. To . . 

this thi-eat, no- regard was paid. 

' It was not the practice of the king to consult his English 
ministers, relative to the affairs of his German dominions ; and 
he entered into this league, which could not but be offensive to 
the emperor, without ah}’- communication with Mr. Pitt upoii 
the subject. The acquisition of Bavaria, would have caused 
great accession of strength to the emperor, which might have 
proved fatal to the smaller states in Germany^ but was perhaps 
desirable for England, in the present state of European poli- 
tics, as it would.have better enabled him to- resist any ambi- 
tious project of Prance: upon this point, therefore, the 
'interests of Great Britain and of Hanover seem to have been 
different.' The conduct ' of Prance, during the dispute ‘con- 
cerning the opening of the Scheldt, plainly shewed, that 
'she considered any addition to the power of the house of 
Austria, as contrary' to her interests’; but it: appears, from 
intelligence privately received by Mr. Pitt, that it had been 
in contemplation to endeavor to gain her assent to the pro- 
posed exchange of Bavaria for the Netherlands, by the offer 
of Namur and Luxembourg.' She might also' have been 
tempted to acquiesce in this arrangement, by another consider- 
ation, that the king of Austrasia, having no other dominions 
but the Netherlands, must have been, comparatively, a weak 
power, and, consequently, very much dependent upon 
Prance. ' 

Parliament met on the 24th of January 1786; and the 
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CHAP. Vi I. king, in his speech from the throne, informed the two houses, 
■ ■ that the dispute, which, at the beginning of the last year, 

threatened an interruption to the tranquillity of Europe, had 
been brought to an amicable conclusion ; and that he continued 
to receive from foreign powers, the strongest assurances of their 
friendly disposition towards Great Britain. His majesty also 
informed them, that the resolutions which they had laid before 
him, as the basis of an adjustment of the commercial inter- 
course between this country and Ireland, had been communi- 
cated to the parliament of that kingdom ; but that no effectual 
step had hitherto been taken thereupon, which would enable 
them to make any farther progress in that salutary work. 
After mentioning the growing blessings of peace, experienced 
by his subjects, in the extension of trade, the improvement of 
the revenue, and the increase of public credit, and his own 
earnest wish to enforce economy in every department, he re- 
commended fo the house of commons, the establishment of 
a fixed plan for the reduction of the national debt ; a measure, 
which, he trusted, the fl.orishing state of the revenue would 
enable them to effect, with little addition to the public 
burdens ; and he concluded with saying, that the vigor and 
resources of the country, so fully manifested in its present 
situation, would encourage parliament in continuing to give 
their utmost attention to every subject of national concern, 
particularly to the consideration of such measures as might 
be necessary, in order to give farther security to the revenue, 
and to promote and extend, as far as possible, the trade and 
general industry of his subjects. 

After the address had been moved and seconded in the usual 
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form, and lord Surry Iiad said a few words, Mr. Fox observed, chap, vn, 
that of all the speeches at the opening of a session of parlia- . . 

ment, he had ever heard, or read of in history, he did not 
remember one, which was so cautiously worded, or which 
atlbrded so little ground of objection, as that which had just 
been delivered by his majesty. He rose, therefore, to speak 
to what was out of it, rather than to what was in it, to that 
which, perhaps, ought to have been there, rather than to what 
was there. He said, that the extension of trade, the florishing 
state of the revenue, and the increase of public credit, were 
circumstances, in which every one must rejoice : he asserted, 
that he had always expected there would be some surplus, and 
he would not be so uncandid, as not to acknowledge, that the 
surplus, whatever it might prove to be, was in part owing to 
the success of some of the measures of the present adminis- 
tration. He then desired to know, as he could not collect it 
from the speech, whether the resolutions, designed as a basis 
of commercial intercourse with Ireland, were entirely aban- 
doned, or whether they were to be revived at some future 
period : he reminded the house, that Mr. Pitt, when the subject 
was first started, in some of the most vehement strains of his 
all-powerful eloquence, had condemned lord North for his 
temporizing concessions to Ireland, and for not having made an 
equitable and final settlement : he (Mr. Pitt) had then de- 
clared, that it was impossible for matters to remain as they 
were ; and now the king's speech seemed to intimate, that they 
must remain as they were : it was, therefore, necessary, that 
the parliament and the public should clearly know what was 
really intended. 'He advised Mr. Pitt never again to attempt 
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to carry a lUfa.surr, so <l(‘»vhtal>!c in the ey«‘H of tijc ninmi- 
tacturcr.-i ot (»iral Ihitaiii aiul lia'laini ; uh 1 he dwelt fur 
a con>idtn-al)h- time Ujam the mischiefs, which, as he said, the 
auitalion of tlur nmrsliim iiad airtrady produced in both coun- 
tries, and upon tin* hard.shipvS and oppresMions under wJtich 
Ireland was ^roaninu. 1 le etunpiaim-d, that llie speecli con- 
iim-d itself tf» faunal and vaeue expres.-,iuns respecliut^ the 
trumpdllily of F.urope, and the {li.sp(t>iiimi of foreign powers; 
at the ,same time lu* was aware, that not heiiiLC a minister, he 
w;is at liberty to speak «>f the political transactions of tlie 
continent, in a manner in which it would be liii^hly impmdent 
for liis majesty’s ministers to express tliemstdves. He repre- 
senli-d the treaty bclwe.en France and Holland, though he 
believed it to bo impolitic on the part of Holland, as unfavor- 
able to this country; inasmucli as it combined linee * of the 
most powertul maritime states (>f Furope in a confederacy 
against (ireat Britain: and after censuring ministers for not 
exerting themselves to prevent it, he recommended to them, 
with a view to counteract its ndsciiievous tendency and effect, 
a close and intimate alliance with the court of Fetersburgh -j-. 
He expressed great satisfaction at having understood, that we 
were likely to renew a tre:ily of commerce with Russia, as 
commercial treaties between two countries had always a great 
degree of intluence upon their politics. He said, that the 
emperor of Cermuny, the only power France could tear by 


• Mr. Fox cousidored it cerUiin, that Spain would accede to this treaty : 
Spain, how ever, did not accede to it. 

f Mr. Fox knew tliat at this moment ministers were endeavoring to form an 
uUiauce with the empress of Russia. 
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laud in case of war, was oftendecl, and his feelings rendered ckap. vh. 
adverse to Great Britain, by the treaty which the elector of . ^786- 
Hanover had entered into with the German princes, for the 
purpose of defeating the emperor’s wishes respecting Bavaria ; 
and contended, that the measures relative to his majesty’s 
continental dominions, ought to be. under the control of his. 

English ministers. He complained also, that no mention was 
made of India in the speech ; and after repeating some of his 
old arguments against Mr. Pitt’s India bill, he affirmed, that it 
had not produced a single good effect ; and that the provision, 
which required the servants of the company to give an account 
of their fortunes on oath, was extremely disliked in India. 

Mr. Pitt began his reply, by declaring, that he did not mean 
to depart from that caution, which, it was acknowledged, 
ministers ought, from a sense of duty, to observe in speaking 
of foreign courts. , He made no remark upon what Mr. Fox 
had said concerning the treaty between France and Holland ; 
and declined entering into any detailed account of the dis- 
position of the continental powers towards Great Britain, or 
towards each other, considering the general declaration in the 
king’s speech as sufficient. Nor did he give any answer, to. 

Mr. Fox’s question respecting the Irish resolutions ; but severely 
censured him for the unguarded and inflammatory language, 
in which he had spoken upon that delicate subject. He was 
glad that Mr. Fox had changed his sentiments relative to the 
finances,; as in the last session he had maintained, that there 
would be a considerable deficiency ; and now he admitte.d, that 
there would be a surplus. Through what means this surplus 
had accrued, and whether the honor resulting from it belonged 
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' to 'his majesty^'s ministers, were questions which he found 
^ himself very little inclined -to discuss, because it was enough 
for him, that the surplus did exist ; and the satisfaction which 
he felt at the comfortable prospect afforded; by it to his coun- 
try, was sufficient to absorb and overpower every idea of 
a personal nature, to which it could possibly give occasion. 
He informed the house, that the ti-eaty with the empress of 
Russia was in a state of great forwardness ; and he had every 
ground to hope, that it would give generah satisfaction. • As 
to the German confederacy, to which his majesty, in his capa- 
city of elector of Hanover, had acceded, he said, that he and 
his colleagues had no concern, either in * the merit or demerit 
of that measure. Accident had indeed placed the sovereignty 
of that country, and of this, in the same - hands ; but it by no 
means followed, that the interests of each must necessarily be 
the same; though he admitted, that it might perhaps promote 
their mutual advantage to make their interests as reconcileable, 
as the different circumstances and situations of the tTvo countries 
would allow. He desired to have it understood, that Great 
Britain was by no means committed or bound by any league 
lately entered into by the elector of Hanover; nor did he 
look upon it as incumbent.upon the ministers of this kindgom, 
to lay before parliament, except in cases of necessity, sucli 
aiTangements as 'may have been made for Hanover, by the 
advice of the ministers of that electorate. He noticed the 
inconsistency of Mr. Fo.Vs apprehension of our being involved 
in difficulties, through the means of his majesty’s German 
territories, and yet his expectation that the administration of 
those territories should be subordinate to the government, and 
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regulated by the ministers, of Great Britain, as if that veiy 
circumstance would not of itself render it absolutely neces- 
sary, that. this country should, on all occasions, consider itself 
bound to protect and assist the electorate ; whereas the only 
way for Great Britain to avoid embroiling herself in quarrels 
on account of Hanover, was, by the British admihistration 
standing, as much as possible, independent of Hanoverian 
politics. He said, that India was omitted in tlie speech, be- 
cause parliament having passed a bill for the gpverniiienl of 
our eastern possessions, there was no longer any i reason to 
mention that subject. He. defended the bill ;, and observed, 
that as the, part referred to . by Mr. Fox was of a restrictive 
nature, there was no reason to expect that it would be received 
with any sanguine marks of approbation, by. those bn whom 
the restriction was to' operate. The address was voted without 
a division. 

Tun first question of importance brought before the house 
of commons, in the present session, was, a plan of the duke of 
Richmond, master general of the ordnance, for fortifying the 
dock-yards of Portsmouth and Plymouth. This plan, in 
a general view, had undergone some discussion! in the preceding 
session, and was sti'pngly objected to by several members, who 
were not in the habit. of opposing the measures of govermhent. 
It was, , however, admitted bn all sides, that it' was a subject 
which demanded full investigation;: but at^ the same tinae’ that 
it was very , unfit to be examined in detail before, the house', as 
it might make known, in .-what places, and: by what means, our 
ports and -dock-yards were most exposed to the attacks of the 
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‘ enemy; and therefore, Mr. Pitt, in consequence of a sugges- 
^ tioii from colonel Barr5, proposed, that the farther consideration 
of the business should be postponed, and that the plan should 
be immediately referred to a certain number of professional 
men for their opinions, which might enable the house to come 
to a satisfactory decision at a future time. This idea was 
approved ; and accordingly, on the 13th of April 1785, a board 
of the .most distinguished officers, both in the army and navy, 
with the duke of Richmond as president, was appointed by the 
king, who were required to report their sentiments upon the 
proposed plan, : under separate heads, prepared and arranged 
for that purpose ; and six data or hypotheses were annexed; 
stating the circumstances, under which the enemy might be 
supposed to make an attack upon, the dock-yards. These 
officers, after attentively considering this important subject, 
and minutely examining every part of the plan upon the spot, 
resolved unanimously, “ That it is perfectly right, necessary, 
and .wise, effectually to provide in time of peace, ; for the 
security of the dock-yards at Portsmouth and Plymouth, by 
fortifications capable of resisting such an attack, as an eneihy 
maybe able to make upon them during the absence of the 
fleet, or whilst from other causes the fleet may be prevented 
from affording its protection to the dock-yards and all the 
land officers, except two, declared, that the works recommended 
appeared to , them to be calculated; upon: the most economical 
principles, and to require the smallest number of troops pos^ 
sible to answer the purpose of effectually securing the dock- 
yards, at Portsmouth and Plymouth : they conceived, that such 
numbers could be spared for this purpose ; and they considered 
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such protection to be an essential object for the safety of the 
state, and intimately connected with the general defence of 
the kingdom. The plan was afterwards referred to a com- 
mittee of engineers, who estimated the e.Kpence of carrying it 
into execution at 760,097 /• 

This estimate, and such parts of the instructions to the board- 
of naval and military othcers, and of their report, as might 
with safety be made public, together with a variety of other 
papers, were laid before the house, in the middle of February 
1786 ; and, after several previous conversations, from which it 
was evident, that the plan, even with its present sanction, 
would meet with very serious opposition, Mr. Pitt, on the 
27th of that month, brought the business fonvard for final de- 
termination. He began, by observing, that the system of 
fortification had been dragged forth to public notice, as de- 
serving the severest censures, which could be thro-svn on any 
measure of government ; that there had been attempts to 
excite against it, the feelings, the passions, and even the most 
estimable prejudices of the nation. It was represented as 
novel in its principle, as unconstitutional in its tendency to 
increase the standing army, and as ' calculated to divert into 
either an useless or a dangerous channel, those resources, 
which ought rather to be applied to that great foundation of 
our strength, of' our glory, and of our characteristic supe- 
riority over the rest of the nations of Europe, our navy. Sucli 
having been the endeavors to give an unfavorable impression 
of the system — and he was aware, not entirely without effect — 
he was determined to submit to the house, a proposition, which 
would embrace all the principles, upon which the question, in 
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secondly, that we should be able to furnish a force sufficient 
, to man them, when erected. . , . ' 

With- regard to the expence of building the works, he flattered 
himself, that his. sentiments and ideas on the subject of the 
finances of the country, formed a prominent part of his political 
character. He hoped, that he had not shewn himself remiss 
in any .endeavors, which would probably tend to raise the 
revenue from that deplorable state to which it was, depressed, 
by the melancholy process of the late war. It was too well 
known, how much his feelings were engaged, not only by the 
duty of his station, and by attachment to- his countrj^ but by 
considerations of his own reputation, which was deeply com-r 
mitted in the question, to exert, every nerve, to arm all his 
vigilance, and to. concenter all his, efforts towards that great 
object, by which alone the present generation could have 
a prospect of transmitting to . their posterity, that ease and 
comfort, wdiich they , themselves had felt the want of— ran effi- 
cient sinking fund, for the liquidation of the national debt; to 
accomplish which, was the first wish of, his .heart, and that, as 
well by every means of prudent, well-regulated economy, as 
by a rigid collection of the revenue. But was he to be seduced 
by the plausible and popular na,me of economy — he would not 
only say plausible and popular, he would, rather say, the sacred 
name of economy — to forego the reality, ; and, for the sake of 
adding a few hundred thousand pounds more to the sinking 
fund, perhaps render for ever abortive the sinking fund itself? 
Every saving, which could, consistently .with the national 
safety, be made, he pledged himself to make ; but he would 
never consent to starve the public, service, or to withhold those 



513 


supplies, without which the nation must be endangered. The 
relieving, by all such means as his duty would suiter him to 
adopt, the burdens of the people, and removing that load of 
debt by wliich they were oppressed, was the grand and ulti- 
mate end of his desire ; it was the pedestal on which he would 
wish to raise a column, which should support whatever pre- 
tensions he might have to reputation and popularity; but let 
it be well considered, how far the objects of necessary, 
defence and of public economy could be reconciled; and 
let the bounds which divide them not be transgressed. Let 
it be well weighed, what a strong security for a lasting peace, 
there was in a powerful and defensible situation; and how 
likel}’" weakness and improvidence were to be the forerunners 
of war. But, should a war happen, where would be economy? 
What would become of the sinking fund? The. very ex- 
pences of one year’s loan would amount to more than the 
whole of those fortifications which might have secured us 
peace, because they would have destroyed, or at least mate- 
rially diminished, all hope of success in an attack. In this 
point of view, as the means of preventing war, he should 
conceive, that the first million which should be applied as the- 
foundation of the sinking fund, would not be better applied 
than a million of money for the fortifications; not that a 
million would prove necessary, but he chose to state the 
expence as high as any other gentleman, let his talents for 
exaggeration be what they niight,. could possibly carry it. 

With regard to our being able to man the fortifications 
when erected, that point was decided by papers laid upon 
the table, in consequence of motions made by the enemies of 
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cHAP.vn. the measure. It appeared from those authentic documents, 
. . that in 1779 there were 16,000 men, and in 1782 by a pro- 

gressive increase 21,500, stationed in cantonments within reach 
of Portsmouth and Plymouth; and as our then extensive domi- 
nions were now much diminished, and of course there would 
hereafter be less occasion for sending soldiers out of Great 
Britain, there could be no difficulty, in. case of invasion in 
a future war, in furnishing sufficient garrisons for the proposed 
works. It was indeed scarcely possible to imagine, that the 
country could not supply 22,000 troops, the number stated to 
be necessary, for so important a service as the defence of our 
principal dock yards. 

A few dissents of the board of officers, had been entered to 
particular parts of the report ; but only one officer, a captain in 
. • the navy*, had expressed an opinion that no new fortifications 
were necessary, and his opinion was confined to Plymouth. 
Mr. Pitt examined the gTounds and substance of those disr 
sents, and shewed that they deserved no weight, as far as the 
general expediency of the plan was concerned. 

It had been objected, that the instructions given to the board 
of officers, were such as confined them to the necessity of com- 
ing to one certain result, by means of the data proposed for 
their consideration, as being’all merely hypothetical, and afford- 
ing them no latitude for the exercise of their own judgment : 
to this Mr. Pitt replied, that it was impossible to suppose that 
such men were duped and deluded unanimously to give an 
opinion contrary to their o^vn conviction ; and that, in fact, 
the board, according to the discretionary power allowed them. 


'* Captain Macbride. 
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had substituted two new data, instead of the first two, and oHAf.vn. 
considerably altered two of the others, for the purpose of . . 

renderino- them a better foundation for their ultimate decision. 

O 

Mr. Pitt combated the position, that the whole system of 
fortifications was new and unprecedented in this country, by 
referring to the most incontestable records of history, which 
proved, that they always made a part of the general defence 
of England. Even dming the reign of king Henry the 
eighth, there was a provision made by statute for fortifying 
certain parts of the coast. The same policy was observed by 
queen Elizabeth, and formed a considerable part of the de-^ 
fence provided by that great and glorious princess against the 
expected attack of the armada. In the less prosperous reigns 
of the Stewarts, the same system was occasionally continued ; 
and again adopted by our illustrious deliverer, 'William the 
third. During the reign of queen Anne, at the time when 
the victories of the British arms were forming an bra in the 
history of Europe, at which England looks back with pride, 
and other nations with amazement, did our ancestors think it 
incompatible with their fame, with their liberty, or with the 
constitution, to fortify the most vulnerable parts of their coasts, 
as it was now proposed to do? On the contrary, there was 
a resolution of the commons, not even at the desire of the 
crown, laying down the necessity of fortifying the dock-yards 
against any possible invasion ; and the sum then voted for the 
execution of plans made in the time of king William, was 
greater than that now required, allowance being made for the 
difference in the value of money. To come down to a later 
period, a period to which it might be supposed-he was somer 
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• Svliat partial, the last war — ^the last war! would to heaven he“ 

^ could call it the last war — not indeed the last, but the last on 
which Britons could reflect without either a sigh or a blush—: 
the war of contrast with the last — ;the war, in which the name 
of Britain was exalted above the highest and the proudest of 
nations, by successes as stupendous, and conquests as glorious, 
as our late miscarriages and defeats had been calamitous and 
disgraceful. What was the policy of the administration of 
that day ? That it was exactly similar to what was now recom- 
mended, he proved by reading extracts from laws then passed 
for that purpose. Thus,^^ continued he, “ it appears, that in the 
very best days of this country, the system of fortifications was 
uniformly practised and encouraged. But even in a much 
later period, during the administration of the right honorable 
gentleman . opposite, (Mr. Fox) the very identical system of 
fortifications now under discussion, was considered, and an 
estimate for carrying it into effect, actually presented to the 
house. I suppose the right honorable gentleman will be pre-: 
pared to give his reasons for that change of opinion, which, it 
is to be feai-ed, he intends on the present occasion to avow.” 

As to the necessity suggested, as likely to ensue from this 
measure, of augmenting the standing army, nothing could, he 
said, be more void of foundation. It had been unanimously 
reported by the board of officers, that the plan of fortifications 
proposed, was the best calculated for the defence of the dock- 
yards, which could be devised, and that it required but 
a. moderate force. Would any person then contend, that 
a certain number of troops, independent of fortifications, would 
Ipe able to defend a place better than tlie same number assisted 
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Avith the best possible fortifications? Such an idea was too. chap, 
absurd to be argued against ; and yet, in fact, it was the only . . 

idea on which that ground of. opposition could be maintained. 

Should we, in case of invasion, trust solely to our standing 
army, there would then indeed be a necessity of augmenting,^ 
to a most enormous degree, that army, on which the whole' 
safety of the kingdom was to rest. Was this the way to vin- 
dicate and secure our liberties ? If we did not keep up. such 
an army, we should be under the necessity of recurring toi 
foreign assistance — perhaps to the protection of mercenaries, 
bribed by our money, and who, when we had no longer occa- 
sion for their services, would prove ready to turn their arms 
against ourselves. Was it less desirable for us to be defended 
by the walls of Portsmouth and Plymouth garrisoned by our 
own militia, than to purchase the protection of Hessian 
hirelings ? ... 

There was also another part of the subject, which ought to 
have the greatest weight of all, and that was, that these foi- 
tifications, being calculated to afford complete • security to the 
dock-yards, would enable our whole fleet to. go upon remote 
services, and carry on the operations of war at a distance, 
without exposing the materials for future navies, to the danger 
of destruction by the invasion of an enemy. It had been 
insinuated, that the second datum in his majesty's instructionsj 
had been inserted to draw forth an acquiescence froni the 
board of officers, upon an unreasonable supposition of the 
fleet being absent for an improbable time. He believed, 
there were few gentlemen, who could forget, that at no very 
distant period, even since he had the. honor of a place in his • 
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majesty's counsels, the fleet had been absent for a time 
nearly equal to that supposed in. the datum, upon a service, 
which this country could not have dispensed with, without 
sacrificing the most brilliant success, which attended us in the 
late war ; a success of such lustre, as to spread an irradiation 
over the more gloomy scenes in which we had been involved. 
Had we been then in' fear of an attack upon our coasts, which, 
from reasons not proper to be mentioned, we happened not to 
be, Gibraltar, and the renown of defending it, must have 
been for ever lost. But it was not only by foreign expeditions 
that we might be deprived of the aid of our fleet in case 
of an. invasion, it might so happen, that our fleet, though in 
the Channel, might be prevented by contrary winds, tides, or 
other contingencies, from arriving to the assistance and 
relief of our dock-yards. What would then prove the situation 
of this country? The enemy might in one day^, in one 
hourj do ah irreparable injury, and give . a mortal stab to the 
very spring and vital principle of our national vigor ; might 
effectually destroy the seeds of that navy, from which alone 
we had to hope for commerce, for safety, and for glory. On 
the whole, he really thought the present rather a question 
to be considered as connected Avith our naval establishment, 

* Towards the close of the American war, our two great naval arsenals were in . 
a state so entirely unprotected, when the combined fleets of France and Spain 
were in the mouth of the channel, that the commissioner at Plymouth wrote to 
the admiralty, that if any force should he landed, the dock-yard inust infallibly be 
burnt ; .and at Portsmouth, the panic was so great, that an immense chain was 
provided at the sally port, ready to be drawn across the mouth of the harbour, to 
the block house, on the Gosport side ; the marks for entering the harbor were 
.thrown down; and the buoys placed over the sands were taken away. , 
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than with that of either our army or ordnance ; as it was chap. vu. 
calculated to give liberty to our fleet, which had hithei'to . . 

been confined occasionally to our coasts, and, as it were, to 
the defence of our dock-yards. Were it to be asked, why 
the sum required for these fortifications had not been de^ 
manded for strengthening the navy, he should answer fairly, 
that he thought the same sum, laid out upon the fleet, would 
by no means alford a strength equal to that which would be 
derived from the fortifications. The money, which would 
be sufficient to accomplish these works, would not build so * 
many ships as would answer for the defence of those 
invaluable harbors of Portsmouth and Plymouth. There 
was, besides, a certain degree, beyond which the navy of this 
country could not go ; there was a certain number of ships, 
beyond which they could neither build nor man anymore: 
what that limit was, he could not, nor would it be proper for 
him to, point out ; yet, necessarily, such a limit must exist, in 
the nature of things : but there never could be any line drawn 
to limit the security, which we ought to provide for our dock- 
yards. : 

In this manner did Mr. Pitt show, upon the authority of 
eminent professional men, that fortifications were absolutely 
necessary for the preservation and security of our dock-yards ; 
that the proposed plan was the best which could be devised for 
accomplishing this desirable object ; that its execution would 
not be attended with any unreasonable expence, when com- 
pared with its importance; that in its principle it was consistent 
with the practice of former times ; that it would tend to dimi- 
nish rather than to increase our standing army; and that it . 
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CHAP. vu. would leave our fleet at liberty to carry on oflfensive war at 
. ^786. 3^ distance from oiir own coast. 

But these arguments, though enforced with all his powers 
of eloquence, were not' sufficient to overcome the prejudices 
conceived against fortifications. It was still maintained, that 
the plan, was of a dangerous and unconstitutional tendencyj 
without being effectual, and that Englishmen ought to look to 
their navy for safety and protection ; and Mr. Sheridan, whose 
speech upon this occasion was greatly admired for its inge- 
• nuity, contended, that these unassailable fortresses might, in 
the hands of an ambitious and ill-advised king, be made the 
engines for subverting the liberties of the people ; and that 
soldiers, detached from their fellow-subjects, and shut up in 
garrisons and forts, would be more likely to support such an 
attempt, than if they had been living scattered and entangled 
in.all the common duties and connexions of their countrymen, 
and thus preserving the character of citizens. Upon a di- 
vision, the numbers were precisely equal, I69 on each side; 
•aiid the speaker (Mr. Cornwall) gave his casting vote against 
■ the resolution, which put an end to the business. Mr. Pitt 
■^greatly lamented this failure, being decidedly of opinion, that 
the fortifications might, in the event of war, have proved of 
■essential service to the nation. 

The next subject to which l am to call the attention of my 
•, ; L ^•eaders, is, Mr. PitPs plan for the redemption of the national 
debt, the greatest and most important measure of finance 
•ever adopted in this or in any other country; which alone 
. would be sufficient to immortalize the liame of its wise and 
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provident aullior, and entitle him to the ; warmest gratitude of 
the present and all succeeding generations. 

Prior to the revolution, the public debts were considered as 
the personal obligations of the sovereign; but they were 
sometimes discharged by grants made by parliament. The 
earliest instance of this kind, which occurs in our history, was 
in the reign of Hen. 3. The kings of England frequently 
borrowed money, for public purposes, upon their private secu- 
rity, both from their own subjects, and from foreigners ; and 
in many cases, they discharged the debts of their predecessors, 
thoimh they were not bound so to do. Hen. 3, Edw. 3, & 
Hen. 5, Avere all in such pecuniary distress, that they were 
under the necessity of pawning the royal jewels, and even 
the crown itself. The first attempt to laise money upon pai- 
liamentary security, was in the reign of Ric. 2 ; and it failed, 
though the sum required was only 60,000 /. intended to be 
employed in the invasion of Prance. In subsequent leigns, 
money was borrowed upon the security of subsidies gi anted 
by parliament, which Avas repaid when the subsidies Avere 

received. 

The practice of funding, that, is, of borroAving money upon 
national credit and creating transferrable stock, bearing a cer- 
tain annual interest, arose out of the peculiar - manners and 
circumstances of modern Europe, and Avas first resorted to by 
some of the minor states upon the continent. It was intio- 
duced into England very- soon after the : revolution, and has 
since been progressively carried by our government, to a most 
astonishing extent. The annuities granted, when money Avas 
borroAved, Avere at first for a limited number of years, or for 
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lives, and consequently the interest was at a high rate ; but.it 
soon happened, that these temporary annuities were made 
perpetual, upon the creditors or stockholders advancing addi- 
tional sums ; which led to the grant at once of perpetual 
annuities, the, first instance of which was in 1695 In 

the same manner the taxes, imposed, as a security for 
the payment of the annuities belonging to these respective 
loans, were -at first temporary, and‘ aftenvards perpetual. 
A distinct account was kept of each loan, and of its taxes ; and 
when the taxes produced more than was sufficient for the pay- 
ment of the interest of the loan,’ the, overplus was generally, 
though not invariably,' employed in reducing the principal of 
that particular loan. As loans and taxes multiplied, these 
separate funds were found extremely inconvenient ; and in the 
beginning of the reign of Geo. 1, they were all combined into 
three, called the aggregate fund, the general fund, and the 
South Sea fund. To these respective funds the produce of 
certain taxes and duties was to be carried, and from thern the 
interest of certain parts of the debt, and other specified 
charges, were to be paid. In 1716, the year in which the 
two last of the above funds were established, a fourth fund 
was formed, consisting of the sui’plusses of those three funds, 
after satisfying .all the demands upon them ; .and it was called 
the sinking fund, because it was appropriated to the discharge 
of the principal of the national debt, incurred before the 25th 
of December 1716; and . as the act expressed, “ to and for 
none other use, intent, or purpose whatsoever." Similar words 

* The first exchequer ‘ bills were issued in 1696, during the re-coinage, on 
account of the bad state of the silver coin. 
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were used in an act upon the same subject, in 1718 ; and the 
improvement and inviolable application of this fund were not 
only recommended in several of the king's speeches in subse- 
qiient years, and promised in the addresses of the house of com- 
mons, but money was actually borrowed several times for the 
public service upon new taxes, rather than that any encroach- 
ment should be made upon the sinking fund. Unfortunately 
this scrupulous attention did not continue. It is a most 
remarkable fact, that, notwithstanding all the pledges and 
engagements which have been mentioned, the sinking fund was 
afterwards repeatedly divertedfrom its original destination, even 
in time of peace as well as of war, by the very minister who 
established it, both by charging it with the interest of new 
loans, and by taking from it large sums for the annual public 
expenditure. The first instance of this kind was in 1728-9, 
when this fund was charged with the payment of the interest 
of 1,250,000/. raised for the service of the current yetu’. The 
second, was of a similar nature, in 1731 ; and the third, was 
by taking 500,000/. from it for the service of 1733, that the 
land-tax might be kept at Is. in the pound, to conciliate the 
country gentlemen. This example of sir Kobert Walpole was 
followed by his successors in office, and gradually carried 
farther and farther, so that, at last it became the constant 
practice to apply the whole of the sinking fund, as part 
of the ways and means of the year; the consequence of 
which was, that, when Mr. Pitt was placed at the head of the 
treasury, there was not only no efficient sinking fund for the 
reduction of the national debt, then grown to an enormous 

'* Sir Robert Walpole. •• 
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oiiAP. vu. amount; but the \Yhole produce of the permanent taxes was 
■ ■ considerably less than the interest of the debt and other fixed; 

charges upon the revenue, exclusive of all the necessary annual 
expences, amounting to several millions, for which there was 
only the very inadequate, pro vision of the land and. malt taxes.: 
This alienation of the sinking fund was the more to be lamented, 
because,. though at first it amounted to only about. half a mih 
lion, it was, soon after its establishment, and again at subsequent 
periods, greatly increased, in consequence of the progressive 
reduction of the interest of the national debt. In. 1717, this 
interest was reduced from 6 to 5 per cent ; in 1727, from 
5 to 4* per cent; in 1750, from 4 to 34 per cent; and in 1755 
and 1757 , fi’om 34 to 3 per cent, since which time there , has 
been no reduction. These successive reductions of the interest 
of the national debt proportionally diminished the charge upon 
the three funds, and of course increased those surplusses, which 
constituted the nominal sinking fund of that day. Had that 
fund, thus augmented, . been really applied to the gradual 
liquidation of the debt, its operation .must have been effectual, 
and highly advantageous to the country. 

At . the . peace of . Ryswick in 1697, the national debt 
amounted to 214 millions, of, which 5 millions were paid off 
in the four following years of peace ; and, consequently, when 
the succession war broke out in 1701 , .the ■ debt was about 
16 ^- millions. That war increased the debt to 54*4., millions; 
and in the long period, between 1713 and . 17.40, in ;which there 
were only .three, years. of war, there was a. reduction of only 
74 . millions. ; At the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle ;in .1748, the 
national debt amounted to, 78 millions, of which only 3f 
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millions had been discharged when the seven years war began 
in 1755. At the end of that war in 1762, the national debt 
amounted to 1461- millions, of which 104 millions had been 
discharged, when the American war commenced in 1776. At 
the beginning of 1786, after all the expcnces of the American 
war were funded, the national debt amounted to 239 millions, 
exclusive of two millions of lojmlists debentures. 

From this summary statement it appears, that the increase 
of the national debt was very rapid in time of war, and its 
diminution very slow in time of peace, 200 millions of debt 
having been incurred in 25 years of war, and less than 22 mil- 
lions paid oil” in 45 years of peace, from the first establishment 
of the sinking fund in 1716 to 1786. Its enormous amount at 
the end of the American war, was the subject of great anxiety 
and alarm. “ The national debt,” said the commissioners of 
public accounts, “ is swelled to a magnitude that requires the 
united efforts of the ablest heads, and the purest hearts, to 
suggest the proper and effectual means of reduction. A plan 
must be’ formed for the reduction of this debt, and that without 
delay. Now is the favorable moment of peace. The evil 
does not admit of procrastination, palliation, or expedients. 
It presses on, and must be met witli force and firmness : what 
can be done, the support of public credit, the preservation of 
national honor, and the justice due to the public creditor^ 
deriiand, should be done. . It must be done, or serious con- 
sequences will ensue !” The general impression was, that the 
funding system could not be carried beyond a certain point; 
and many persons were apprehensive, that we had. already 
approached very near to that limit, the ^ransgression of which 
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CHAT*, vii. threatened- the nation with all the untried evils of public 
^786. bankruptcy. How soon another war might call for new loans, 
no one could foresee ; but all were aiware, that to suffer the 
debt to remain in its present state, would be to invite aggres- 
sion. It was therefore universally agreed, that the immediate 
establishment of some plan for its gradual reduction was 
essential to the peace and welfare of the country ; and the 
means by Avhich that desirable purpose might be best accom- 
plished, had long occupied the thoughts of speculative men. 

Mr. Pitt having announced liis design of submitting to 
parliament a proposal upon this subject, received an almost 
incredible number of schemes and projects, most of which 
were so visionary as not to deserve a moments consideration ; 
but others were of a nature, and came from quarters, which 
entitled them- to serious attention. In a few instances, the 
principles upon which they were founded, at first appeared 
specious and plausible; but upon a closer examination it Was 
discovered, that they were impracticable, or, if carried into 
execution, would probably lead to disappointment and mis- 
chief; they promised advantage, but rested upon hypothetical 
cases, which, in the judgment of practical experienced meii, 
could not be expected really to exist. After weighing every 
suggestion of others, to which any regard was due, and 
maturely and anxiously reflecting upon every idea wliich 
occurred to his own fertile mind j he was convinced, that no 
mode would- be so effectual, or so little liable to danger or 
objection; as the simple plan of purchasing stock at the market 
price on behalf of the public, accompanied with the strongest 
provisions and guards which could be devised, to render the 
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fund so applied unalienable, and to secure its increase at 
compound interest'^. 

Having come to this determination, as a preparatory step, 
and with a view to give full and complete satisfaction both to 
parliament and to tlie nation, upon a point of such great and 
general concern, he laid before the house a variety of accounts, 
and then moved that they should be referred to the considera- 
tion of a select committee, Avho were to examine them, and to 
report to the house, what might be expected to be the amount 
of the future annual income and expenditure of the country. 
Mr. Fox approved this mode of proceeding, and observed, that 

* Among other fanciful schemes of theoretical men, Mr. Pitt rejected the 
specious but delusive projects, of converting low into high stocks. It is easy for 
a speculative man, sitting in his closet, to invent a plan of this sort, which woujd 
be advantageous to the public ; but he forgets, that the stockholder will never 
consent to it — a fatal blow to his ingenuity and patriotism ; and such a man is 
apt enough to complain, that his plan has not been adopted. In Mr. Pitt’s plan, 
the consent of the stockholder is not required any farther than as he wishes to sell . 
his stock ; and it is ^vell known, that there are always large quantities of stock in 
the market for sale. It should be remembered, that the guards and provisions, by 
which the fund was rendered unalienable, and its increase at compound interest 
secured, constitute the peculiar and valuable part of Mr. Pitt’s system, and were 
never before attempted by any minister. His grand merit, however, wth respect to 
the point now under consideration, was, first, the having raised the income of the 
country to such a height, as to leave a surplus of a million for the reduction 
of its debt ; and secondly, his inviolable adherence to the application of that sum, 
witli all its accruing additions, during the unexampled pressure of a long and 
expensive war. In which our very existence as an independent nation was at 
stake; a conduct directly contrary to that of all his predecessors in office, since 
the establishment of the former sinking fund, and which probably saved this 
country beconring a province of France. 
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CHAP. vii. whenever papers, complicated and various as those in question 
, must necessarily be, required investigation and arrangement, 

before they could be applied to any practical use, it was 
always proper to refer them to ' a select Committee. The 
motion was unanimously agreed to ; and the committee thus 
appointed, consisted of nine persons, of whom Mr. W. Gren- 
ville was chosen chairman. They made their report on the 
21st of March ; and on the 29th Mr. Pitt brought the business 
forward in a luminous and comprehensive speech, in which He 
not only explained his plan for the redemption of the national 
debt, but proposed the additional taxes necessary to raise the 
national income to the required amount ; and also stated the 
supplies, and ways and means of the present year, subjects 
which could npt indeed be well separated. 

The object,” said Mr. Pitt on that day, “which I have to re- 
fer to this committee, is, to consider of the means of decreasing 
the national debt. To attempt to recommend this purpose by 
any words, would surely be superfluous. The situation of this 
country, loaded with an enormous debt, to pay the interest of 
which, every nerve has been stretched, and every resource 
nearly drained, carries with it a stronger recommendation than' 
any arguments I could possibly adduce. That something 
should be done to relieve the nation from the pressure of so 
heavy a load, is indeed very generally acknowledged, and I 
trust,' that in this house there is only one feeling on the subject. 
To you do the people turn their eyes, justly expecting, that 
from the trust you hold, you will think it your duty, to make 
the most serious efforts, in order to ' afiprd them the long 
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wished for prospect, of being relieved from an endless accu- crtAp; vn. 
mulatibn of taxes, under the burden of which they are ready . . 

to sink. Upon the deliberations of this day do they place all 
thmr hopes of a full return of prosperity, and that public 
security, which will give confidence and vigor to those exer- 
tions in trade and commerce, upon which the florishing state 
of the country depends. Not only this house, and the public, 
but other nations look to the business of this day; for by the 
establishment of what is now proposed, our rank will ‘ be 
decided among the powers of Europe. To behold this country 
emerainti: from a most unfortunate war, which added such an 
accumulation to a debt before immense, that it was the belief 
of surrounding nations, and of many among ourselves, that 
our powers must fail us, and that we should riot be able tb bear 
up under it — to behold this nation, instead of despairing at its 
alarming condition, looking its situation boldly in the face, 
and establishing upon a spirited and permanent, plan, the 
means of relieving itself from all its incumbrances, must give 
such an idea of our resources and of our spirit of exertiori’,' as 
will astonish the nations around us, and enable us to regain 
that pre-eminence, to which we are, on many accounts, so 
justly entitled. The propriety and necessity of adopting 
a plan for this purpose, are not only universally allowed, but it 
is also admitted, that immediate steps ought to be takeri in this 
important business. Arid I am persuaded, that whatever differ- 
ence of opinion we may have in this house, upon political points, 
all ; parties will concur in thinking, that effectual provision . 
should this day be made to reducd the debt of the nation. 

“ The chief object then before the house, is, not whether the 
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recommendation in his majesty's speech, should be complied 
with ; nor even is it. a matter of dispute, what sum ought to be 
allotted for this purpose'; for it seems agreed, by common 
consent of all, that one million annually ought to be appropri- 
ated to the gradual liquidation of the national desbt. 

“The great points which we have to consider, are, in the 
first place, what measures ought to be. taken , to acquire this 
million ; and, secondly, what is the way of applying it, . 

' “ I must here congratulate the nation upon the arrival of 
the day, when all despondency and gloomy fear may be laid 
aside, and our prospects are brightened with joy and . hope. 
With how much pleasure am I able to announcej that a million 
can be obtained, without laying iny new heavy burdens upon 
the people ! This is beyond the hopes of any man, and is 
indeed a subject of the greatest rejoicing to' every friend of his 
country. 

, “ In order to be acquainted with our real situa;tion, and to 
see what we have and what we want, I' mean to State the 
annual income and the annual expenditure of the nation, as 
the ground upon which we are to proceed with regard to the 
object before us.” 

Mr. Pitt then informed the house, that the income , of the 
country, as calculated; by the select committee,' for the year 
ending at the preceding Miehaelma,s, anaountedto 15,379jlS3^I 
and for the; year ending at Christmas, to 15,3975471^. the differ- 
ence between which sums was; less '.than 20,000/. ; and after enu- 
merating the particulars of which the public income consisted, he 
proceeded thus : “ Prom the reasoning, contained in the report, 
we have ground to conclude^ that this florishing condition of 
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our revenue will continue. It is more than would have been 
thought possible, that within a single year such an improve- 
ment should take place. The improvement, however, has not 
been confined to one year ; it has been uniform; ever since the 
happy era of the restoration of peace. The increase was slow 
at first, but constant ; and the more rapid progress of the 
last year, shows from most satisfactory^ experience, that we 
have no reason to fear its 'being stationaiy, or becoming 
retidfijrade. 

“ A great part of the prosperous appearance which : com- 
merce' has put on, and the great influx into the ' exchequer, 
have, been owing to the regulations adopted for crushing clan- 
destine traffic, although at present they have not had their 
full operation; because, as large capitals were employed in 
smuggling, the occupation will subsist for a time, even after 
it is become a losing trade. The success of -the late 'measures, 
inconti’overtibly proved by the increased produce of • the 
customs, -gives room to hope, that farther great and essential 
advantages may arise from wholesome regulations with regard 
to other articles of illicit traffic, which will open permanent 
sources of income, by making' trade return into -its natural 
channel. The frauds still committed upon the revenue, are' 
more numerous and more detrimental than any one,' not con- 
versant in subjects of this kind, can imagine ; and I have it in 
contemplation to submit to parliament, plans for the correction 
of those, evils in the different branches of trade and commerce, 
.particularly in wines, spirits, tobacco, and salt. It is also my 
intention, in the next session, to propose the consolidation 
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of the customs,, which cannot' fail to be beneficial to the 
revenue. , . i 

“ Having thus represented every thing in the fairest and 
most correct manner in my power, to enable . you to form 
a just view of the. real and probable sources of our national 
income, I shall now act upon ^ the idea, that this is a true 
statement of the revenue, which has been laid upon your table 
by the committee; and that we may expect, with as much 
certainty as can attend any thing of this kind, that we shall 
enjoy an increasing revenue of 15,397j000/. per annum.. .. • 

“ The next subject of our discussion is, what may be expected 
to be the , annual expenditure of the nation. This the com-- 
mittee ha; ve , also calculated, and it amounts to 14,478,000/, : 
deducting therefore the annual expenditure from the annual 
income, there is left a surplus of about 900,000/. . 

“.:This then is the sum which remains to be applied to the 
diminution of the: national debt: but as the fund for that 
piirpose ought, to be a million annually, I shall move in this 
committee such taxes as will produce ,100,000/. a year; arid. 
I am happy to repeat, that this sum may be raised without any 
riaaterial , pressure upon the public."" Pie then informed the 
committee, that he should propose an additional duty upon 
spirits, a modification of the existing tax upon foreign timber*^,. 

* This modification as at first intended, gave offence in Russia, from whence 
a considerable quantity of timber was imported into this kingdom, and a com-' 
plaint was made, in a dispatch from Petersburgh to Count Woronzow, the Russian 
minister at our court, with some severe reflections upon Mr. Pitt, for proposing 
a measure affecting the trade with Russia, while a commercial treaty between 
the two countries was depending. Count Woronzow, in his reply, said, 

“ Permettez moi de defendre Mr. Pitt que vous accusez d’avoir et& dans cette 



533 


whicli woiild make it more productive, and taxes upon per- 
fumery and hair powder.’ These taxes, which could not be 
oppressive to any description of , persons, would complete the 
required million ; to which he intended to add such temporary 
annuities, both for years and lives, as should fall in from time 
to time. 

“ It ought to be observed," he proceeded to state, “that 
though 14,478,000/. is calculated to be the annual expendi- 
ture, some time must intervene, before the expenditure can be 
reduced to that sum. We are to remember, that we have 
only just emerged from the most ruinous and expensive war, 
in Avhich this country was ever engaged. Many of the heavy 
burdens we incun-ed during that war, did not end with the 
conclusion of it, but still continue, and must be expected to 
continue to hang upon us some time longer. It would, how- 
ever, be unfair and unwise to consider them as forming part 
of our annual expenditure, as they must cease altogether in 
a short time." He here entered into a detail of the extraor- 
dinai-y . expences he alluded to, which were principally the 
completion of ships already begun to be built, arrears on^ 
account of the army, and compensation to American sufferers ; 

affaire rien qu’un financier impolitique : II a etS induit en erreur par la nomina- 
tion de ces marchandises qui s’appellent ici par le nom general de planches, 
poutres, et battens de Norvege; mais des qu’il a vu que cela affectoit le 
commerce de Russie, il a d’abord remedie a la chose, quoque , elle fut deja 
presented et approuvee par la- chambre des communes. Vous voyez done qu’il 
a ete plus politique et homme d’etat, que simple financier: II a agi dans cette 
affaire, comme dans tout ce qu’il fait, avec une franchise et une celerite qui lui 
est propre. Je ne puis assez me louer de ce ministre: Je le vois peu, parce qu’il 
est accabl^ d’affaires, et je ne connois pas comment il pent y suffire- 
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and Hinted tliem an likely to aiinnuil to three millions in 
tilt! next, four vijarn: but lie .said, that it Y,ouid not be neces- 
.sary to make any provi.sion for tiie.se expence.s, becairse 
e.xtraordinars' re.sources, .such a,s lotteries, army saviniis, and 
balance, from the Kusl India company, Nvould ari.se in tiie same 
period, full)' .sutlicient to an.swer the expected demand. If, 
however, tho.se rc.soiirce.s .should fall, and it .should prove here- 
after nec.e.ssaVy to fund the whole of the tlirec million.s, there 
could be no doubt but the income of the country, improved, 
a.s he trusted it would be, by tlie farther i>revention of fraud.s, 
would 1)0 able to bear llie atkiitioual ciiargc without any new 


taxes. 


“ 1. may tlicrefore," continued he, be ju-stified in consi- 
dering the revenue, as hereafter atfording a .surplu.s of a million 
a year. But before I enter upon that part of the discussion 
which relale.s to the particular mode of applying this annual 
sum, it will he proper to consider the etlcct it will have. If 
thi.s million, to be so applied, be laid out, with it.s growing 
interest, it will amoiml to a very great .sum in a period, which 
is not very long in the life of an individual, and but an hour 
in the existence of a great nation. In a period of 28 years, 
the sum of a million, aimuully improved at compound interest, 
would amount to four millions per annum But care must be 
taken that this fund be not broken in upon : this has hitherto 
been the bane of this countiy ; for if the original sinking 
fund d* had been properly preserved, it is easy to be proved^ 

* This .supposed interest at 5 per cent. 

i' The origimil sinking fund wa.s not a definite sum : but supposing that it 
had been only half a million a year, and that it had been uninterruptedly employed 
in the purchase of 3 per cents, at 75, in 70 years, that is, from its first e.stablish- 
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that our debts at this moment would not have been very bur- chap. vn. 
densome: this has; hitherto been in vain endeavored to be , , 

prevented by acts of parliament : the minister has uniformly, 
when it suited his convenience, gotten hold of this sum, which 
ought to have been regarded as most sacred. What then is 
the way of preventing this ? The plan I mean to propose is, 
that this sum be vested in certain commissioners, to be by 
them applied quarterly to buy up stock, by which means no 
great, sum will ever, lie ready to be seized upon on any occa- 
sion, and the.. fund will go on without interruption, till it 
becomes four millions a year, by which time it will have liqui- 
dated 100 millions of three per cents ; and I propose, that the 
parliament of that day should decide, whether the fund, should 
still continue to increase at compound interest. Long, very 
long, has. this country struggled under its heavy load, without 
any prospect , of relief ; but it inay .now look forward to ah 
object, upon which its very, existence depends : it is, therefore, 
proper it should be fortified as much possible against alienation. 

By this manner of paying the, money quarterly into: the hands 
of commissioners, .who will be required to lay , out an equal 
sum oh every transfer day in the quarter, it will be impossible 
to take it by stealth; and the . advantage will be 'too, fully 
experienced ever to suffer a public ' act for that purpose. 

A minister could not have the confidence to come to this, house, 
and. desire the. repeal of so beneficial a law, tending directly 
to relieve the people fi’om their burdens. 

ment in 1716 to ,1786, the time Mr. Pitt was speaking, it would have redeemed 
242 millions ; and, if the 3 per cents had been at par, it would have redeemed 
115 millions. 



• “ The persons appointed to the trust should be of rank and 
distinction, to secure then3 from suspicion ; and to give, as far 
as character can go, a belief of their discharging it with 
faithfulness. I therefore think it right, that the respectable 
commoner, whoever he may be, who jfills the chair of this house, 
should be the first commissioner. ParKament, in institutino* 
a commission of so much importance towards the support: of 
national credit and prosperity, could not more solemnly, or 
more pointedly, promulgate its high sense of the duty to which 
that commission is bound, than by appointing the first member 
of this house to be at the head of it. I think also, without 
ascribing any thing to myself, that the person ! who holds an 
office so intimatety connected "vsTith finance as the chancellor, of 
the exchequer, ought to have a place in this commission. There 
is another person, who, from his high.. rank, as \vellr-as from 
his virtues and reputation, I think ought to have a shai'e in this 
business, and he is also, at present, a member of this house ; 

I mean the master of the rolls. The governor, and deputy 
governor of the bank of England oughts I think, also to be of 
the number. And lastly, the accountant general of. the high 
court of chancery, who, by virtue of his office, is already 
employed in managing the money of all suitors and .wards; in 
the funds, and increasing the capital by the accumulation of 
compound interest, ought to be a member of this commission. 

“ I am very far from attributing any, merit to myself in sug- 
gesting this scheme ; but, I cannot but think m5'self peculiarly 
happy in having a task to perform so very different from any 
of my predecessors ; and that, instead of expending the money 
of the public, I should have the great good fortune to be able 
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to propose the diminution of our burdens. This plan, which 
i have now the honor to bring forward, has long been the wish > ' . ^ 

and hope of all men ; and I am proud to flatter myself, that 
my name may be inscribed upon diat firm column npw about 
to be raised to national faith and national prosperity. I shall 
detain the house very little longer, because I am persuaded, 
they must be already tired by the tedious detail, into which 
I have been under the necessity of entering. The time' when 
the operation of this fund is to begin, should, I . think, be the 
fifth of next July; on that day, let 250,000/. be paid into the 
hands of the commissioners for this purpose, and afterwards 
continued quarterly : this will make 750,000/. to be expended 
in the three remaining quarters of the present year ; and I shall 
just mention upon what I found the expectation of a surplus 
to that amount. 

■ Mr. Pitt then stated the particulars of the supplies, and of 
the ways and means, of the present year : the former amounted 
to 12,477,085/. and the latter to 13,362,480/. leaving a surplus of 
885, 3957- from which might be taken 750,000/. , for the new, 
sinking fund ; and there would then remain in the exchequer 
135,395/. applicable to the service of the succeeding year.' 

Mr. Pitt' concluded by moving a resolution, directing the 
issue of a million per annum, to be vested in commissioners, 
and by them applied to the reduction of the national debt. 

Mr. Pox observed, that Mr. Pitt’s elaborate and far-extended 
speech*, while it reminded him, how much time had elapsed, 

* Mr. Pitt passed the morning of this day, in providing the calculations which 
. he had to state, and- in examining the resolutions which he had to move ; and at 
last he said that he \vould go and take a short walk by himself, that he might 
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CHAP. vii. suggested also the conviction of the impropriety of his tres- 
, . passing, at the present advanced hour, too long upon the 

attention of the committee. . But; in the outset of what he had to 
say, he begged leave to declare, that no man in existence was, 
or, ever had been, a greater friend to the principle of a sinking 
fundi than he was, and had ever shewn himself, from the first 
moment of his political life; and that he agreed most perfectly 
with Mr. Pitt, in . his general ideas of the necessity of such 
a measure. After asserting, that Mr. Pitt ought to have founded 
his calculations upon the average produce of the revenue for 
several years, and not upon the produce of the last year only, 
he said, that there were two parts of the plan, which he dis- 
approved : the one, making the sum appropriated unalienable 
in time of war; the other, making the obligation to pay off 
the debt, general, and not pledging or binding it closer. He 
■pointed out various disadvantages, which, in his opinion, might 
result from tying up the sum in time of war ; and contended, 
that, as the commission, and the object of its institution, were 
not bound down to any specific point, both were, liable to be 
annihilated by a future parliament. He reminded the house 
of the mode of the original establishment of a plan for paying 

arrange in his mind what he had to say in the house. He returned in a quarter of 
an hour, and told me he believed he was prepared. After dressing himself, he 
ordered dinner- to- be sent up ; and learning at that moment that his sister, (wlio 
was then living in the house with him,) and a lady with her, were going to dine at 
the same early hour, he desired that their dinner might be . sent up with his, and 
that' they might dine together. He passed nearly an hour with these . ladies, 
and several friends who called in. their way to the house, talking with, his usual 
liveliness and gaiety.as if having nothing upon his mind : he then went immediately 
to the house of commons,, and made this “ elaborate and far-extended speech,’-^ 
as ivrr.-Fox called it, without one omission or ehror. 
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off part of the national debt, which had been by a subscription 
of individuals, to whom the faith of parliament was pledged to 
pay off certain specific portions at stated periods. He dwelt 
on the difference between the two modes ; observing, that 
when the nation, or when parliament, stood bpund to .indi- 
viduals, the pledge was held as sacred as the pledge to pay the 
interest of the national debt at present, or the annuities now 
payable ; and undoubtedly, nothing short of a national bahk- 
ruptc}'' would prevent the paj'xnent of the sums engaged to be 
paid to individual subscribers ; whereas, upon the conditions 
bn which the proposed commission would stand, what should 
hinder a future minister, in a future war, when the exigency 
of afiairs might require additional burdens to be imposed on 
the subject, from coming down to that house, and proposing 
a bill to repeal the act authorissing the institution of the com- 
mission, and to enable government to apply all the money 
and stock in their hands to the public service ? What should 
hinder the house from agreeing to the proposition ? or was 
it at all likely, that, under the exigency of the moment, they 
would not immediately agree to it, when so much money could 
be easily got at, and when they could so readily avoid the 
odious and unpleasant task- of imposing new taxes oh them- 
selves and their constituents ? F rom the various guards, which 
the right honorable gentleman intended to put upon the com- 
mission, it was obvious, that he saw the suspicions and dangers 
to which it would be liable ; and -therefore Mr. Fox declared, 
the more guards put upon it the better. 

Mr. Pitt, replied, that the numerous taxes, which had, been 
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CHAP. VII. lately imposed, and the recent regulations which had been 
. ■ adopted for the improvement of the revenue, would, make it 

very , improper to have recourse to an average produce of 
several years ; and that he had every reason to believe, that the 
principles, upon which the select committee and himself had 
estimated the future annual income nf the country, would not 
disappoint the expectations they had formed. He; hoped, the 
right honorable gentleman would not consider it as any offence, 
if he declared, that the idea of paying off a part of the debt 
by a subscription of individuals, had been suggested to him. by 
many others, and that he himself approved the principle, but 
declmed adopting it, on account of certain inconveniencies, 
to which if was , liable. With regard to preserving the ' fund 
unalienable, it was the essence of the plan to keep it sacred, 
and untouched, and most particularly so, in time of war. ’ He 
must contend, that to suffer the, fund at any time, or on any 
pretence, to be diverted from its proper object, would be to 
defeat, overturn, and ruin the whole of his plan. ^ He trusted, 
therefore, that when the bill, which he should introduce, should 
have passed into a law, the , house would hold itself solemnly 
pledged, not to listen to a proposal for its repeal, or for any 
alteration in its material provisions, on any ground whatever. 

H It was, however, absolutely impossible, he acknowledged, for 
the present parliament to pass an. act upon this or upon any 
other subject, which should not be liable to' repeal or alteration 
by a future parliament. 

In the course of his speech, Mr. Fox had remarked, that 
however difficult the, house might think the subject, and there- 
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fore be loth to. listen to him*, nothing was more easy; there chap, viu 
was not the smallest conjuration in it ; and he that ran, might , 
read. This was undesigned praise, and. strictly applicable to 
]\Ir. Pitt's plan, the great merit of which consisted in being 
plain, simple, intelligible, and easily carried into execution. 

It was, moreovei’, fully competent to the accomplishment of its 
purpose ; it required not, like the sinking fund of 1.716, the 
interposition of parliament from time to time ; its execution 
depended not upon the will, or the vigilance, of the minister of 
die day, but would proceed uniformly and regularly, without • 
any fresh authority, or any interference of government ; the 
money was to be issued out of the exchequer every quarter, 
before any other payment was made, except the interest of the 
national debt ; the commissioners were persons on whom, the 
most perfect Teliance might be placed, and they were to have 
as little discretionary power as possible ; the beneficial conse- 
quences of the plan must necessarily be kno^vn. and felt by 
the public, and the mischiefs of departing from it, when once 
established, could not be concealed or palliated : these were 
the best securities, and most effectual precautions, which. the- 
nature of the thing admitted, and afforded the strongest 
ground for confidence, that no future chancellor of the exche- 
quer, or member, whether in or out of office, would ever 
venture to make a direct proposal to parliament, for the repeal 
of so. salutary. a law; and an indirect diversion of the fund, 
by any evasive means, was rendered utterly impracticable. 

- * The house had been extremely attentive during the whole of Mr; Pitt’s speech, 

.occasionally shewing the strongest marks of approbation'; but became very impatient 
immediately after he sat down, and continued so even while Mr. Fox was speaking. 



These qualities were such obvious and powerful recom- 
mendations of the plan, the object of which was universally- 
acknowledged to be of the highest national importance,- that 
no serious opposition was made to the resolution, or afterwards 
to the bill for carrying it into effect, in any part of its progress 
through the two houses. On the day fixed for its commit- 
ment, Mr. Sheridan moved a variety of resolutions, with the 
design of shewing, that there was at present no surplus what- 
ever in the -income of the country ; but Mr. William Grenville 
pointed out the fallacy of his reasoning ; and the resolutions, 
which were not supported by any one member, were negatived, 
without a division. Never was the admiration of any public 
measure more warm and general, and never was there fuller 
confidence in the soundness of the principles upon which it 
was founded. 

Mr. Tox indeed, on the day Mr. Pitt opened his plan, was 
so far from indicating a disposition to afford it any support or 
assistance, that besides expressing his disapprobation of it, in 
the manner which has been mentioned, he pledged himself to 
-produce a plan on a future da)^, which should /have a prefer- 
able claim- to the concurrence of the house : this was probably 
said without much consideration, as he never mentioned the 
subject again. On the contrary, perceiving- -the- popularity of 
Mr. Pitt’s plan, ‘ both in and out of parliament, or convinced, 
upon reflection, that it was better calculated to be beiieficictl 
to the country--than any thing he could propose, he sobn.ceased 
to. throw any obstacle in its way, and at length became so 
j reconciled. to it, as to acknowledge, in a late stage of the bill, 
that -his principal objection to . the plan, namely, its making 
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the sinking fiind unalienable in time of war, would be obviated 
by a clause, which he then rose to move, empowering the com- 
missioners to accept as much of any new loan, as they should 
have money in their hands to pay for He informed the 
house, that he had shew'n this clause to Mr. Pitt, who approved 
it ; and he added, with great good humour and liberality, that 
he hoped this agreement between Mr. Pitt and himself, “ would 
be a good precept and example to posterity to follow.” 

Mr. Pitt declared, that he felt a singular degree of satisfac- 
tion in rising to express his heai-ty concurrence in the motion 
.of the right honorable gentleman ; and he declined, he said, 
at present entering into any discussion of what might have 
been the grounds of former differences of opinion respecting 
the bill, while it remained a matter of speculation : it was 
enough for him, that in carrying the measure into . practice, 
they agreed. He was peculiarly happy to find a motion of 
this nature come. from the right honorable gentleman, because 
it proved to him, that the idea he had entertained of the right 
honorable gentleman’s opinion on the subj ect, was an erroneous 
one. He had, he confessed, imagined, that the fright honorable 
gentleman objected to the principle of making the fund unalien- 
able, on grounds much less liberal and politic, than those on 
which it now appeared his opinion rested. He joined with the 
right honorable gentleman in hoping, that posterity would take 
an exarnple from the present moment, and persevere in bringing 
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* Sir John. Sinclair, in the third edition of his work .upon the Public Revenue, 
says, “ that in the first edition,' published in the preceding year, he had. recom- 
mended a provision similar to this clause of Mr. .Fo.x.'” 
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. to perfection 'what was now begun; and he thought it no 
^ inauspicious omen for the ultimate success of the plan, that its 
propriety and necessity had been so obvious, as to overcome 
the spirit and prejudice of party, and to create an' unanimity 
and concurrence of sentiment in persons, who, he was sure, 
more from accident than inclination, were in general of dif- 
ferent ojpiniohs ; and what was still farther remarkable was, 
that this unanimity was chiefly conspicuous in a part of the 
business, which, in his judgement, seeined principally calcu- 
lated to secure permanence and stability to this great and mok 
desirable institution. 

The agreement between Mr. Pitt and Mr. Pox upon this oc- 
cakon, appears to have been highly gratifying to both, and the 
manner in which they expressed themselves, certainly did them 
great honor; but it is not a little singular, that the clause, 
which one of these great men suggested, for the purpose 
of removing by its operation his chief practical objection to 
the plan, and the other accepted and applauded as tending to 
give the plan stability, was, in fact, never acted upoh, in any 
one of the numerous and immensely large loans negotiated by 
different ministers during the war ; and that it was first resorted 
to in 1819 at the time of settled peace — an application of 
the provision in question, which seems never to have entered 
into the contemplation of Mr. Pox, or of Mr. Pitt. 

Mr. Pulteney also proposed a clause, to which Mr. Pitt 
readily consented, empowering the commissioners to purchase 

* This was done under a sort of compulsion, the bank having refused to make 
the usual advances in favor of the subscribers to the loan. 
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stock when it should be at or above par, unless they should be chap. vn. 

otherwise directed by parliament. This case has not at present , ^7 86.. 

occurred. 

' Mr! Dempster, who, though in general an opponent of 
Mr. Pitt, was a warm friend to this bill, proposed a clause, 
which, he thought, would make the plan more effective, and 
give the public creditor additional security. Mr. Pitt was of 
a different opinion, and the clause was negatived by 109 to 5 : 
this was the only division in either house. Mr. Dempster pro- 
posed two other clauses, both of Svhich Mr. Pitt disapproved, 
and they were rejected. 

The bill having passed both houses of parliament without 
a single dissentient voice, the king, on the 26th of May, went 
to the house of peers to give the royal assent to it in person 
when the speaker of the house of commons, upon presenting 
the bill, made the following speech : ■ ^ 

“ Most gracious sovereign, 

“ Your faithful commons have passed a. bill, intituled, “ An 
Act for vesting certain sums in commissioners, at the end of 
every quarter of a year, to be by them applied to the reduction 
of the national debt';” „by which they have manifested their 
attention to your majesty's recommendation, at the opening of 
this session, for establishing a fixed plan for the reduction of 
the national debt. 

“ By the unanimity which attended, the last and most impor- 
tant stage of this bill, they have given the most decisive proof, 

* This was not usual in the middle of a session, and was' caused by the 
. importance of the bill. . 

VOL. I. ' 4 A. 
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CHAV. vij. that they liavc but one heart and one voice, in the maintenance 
. . of the public credit, and prosperity of their country. 

“ 'Hie public credit of the nation, which is the result of just 
and honorable dealing, is now guarded by an additional 
security. And the future prosperity of this country will 
ellectually be provided for, when it is considered, that, for the 
purpose of pleading the cause of the continuance of this mea- 
sure most powerfully with posterity, your faithful commons 
have, to the justice and good policy of it, added the authority 
of their owui example ; — Qui facit, ille jubet. — ^I'hey have not 
been discouraged, by the burthens imposed during the last ten 
years, from submitting in the present time, and in tlie hour of 
peace, to new, and the possibilit}'’ of other, burthens ; their 
object being to attain a situation for their country, more 
favorable to her defence and gloiy, in the event of future 
emergencies. 

“ A plan so honorable in its principle, and so conducive to 
the future happiness and safety of the kingdom, must be, in the 
highest degree, acceptable to the father of his people. — Under 
that confidence, in the name of all the commons of Great Britain, 
I tender this bill to your majesty ; to which, Avith all humility, 
your faithful commons desire your majesty's royal assent." 

Thus did Mr. Pitt, Avho found an annual deficiency of several 
millions in the revenue, in tAVO years not only raise the .income 
of the. country to be equal to its expenditure, but to afford 
a surplus of a million a yeai*, which he applied, by a plan 
equally remarkable for its simplicity and efficacy, to the gradual 
reduction of the national debt; a measure of such acknowledged 
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importance and merit, tliat il extinguished all parly animosity, 
and extorted llio approbation and concurrence of the most 
inveterate opponents of his auUninislralion : but, wise and sa- 
lutary as it \vas considered at the time, it has been productive 
of infinitely greater and more extensive benefits, than could 
possibly have been anticipated human foresight. 

'SYr. have seen that Air. Pitt, in opening his plan for the 
redemption of the national debt, mentioned the great frauds 
committed upon the revenue in the article of wine, which paid 
only a custom-house duty ; and signified his intention of very 
soon submitting to parliament, a proposal upon that subject. 
On a following day, he slated to the house, that for some 
time there had been a considerable diminution in the quantity 
of wine legally imported although it was certain, that the 
quantity actually consumed was increased ; but, admitting it 
to be only equal to what it was 30’ years since, the revenue 
sutVered an annual loss of 280,000/. This defalcation he at- 
tributed to two causes, the iuiporlation of large quantities of 
foreign wine without paying the duty, and the sale of a spui'ious 
liquor, in which there was little or no genuine wine ; the latter 
of which he looked upon as the principal cause. To remedy 
these abuses, he proposed to transfer the greater part of the 
duty upon wines from the customs to the excise ; and to make 
the duty, upon what were called sweets, which were the chief 
ingredient used in the adulteration of wine, equal to that upon 
wine. These regulations would be attended with an expense 

’■* In the last 15 years, the quantity annually imported had been diminished 
six or seven thousand tons. 
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. to the public of not more than 12 or IS thousand pounds 
^ a year, a sum not to be put in competition with the benefit 
expected from them ; and they would also occasion an addition 
of 167 excisemen throughout the kingdom, the appointment 
of whom, as they would be disqualified from voting at the 
election of members of parliament, and as their salaries would 
be very small, could not be complained of as a material increase 
of the influence of the crown. He observed, that it would not 
be necessary to make the houses of the wholesale dealers in wine 
liable to the visits of the excise officers, but only their cellars 
and \yarehouses ; and the retail dealers were already under the 
excise laws, as they almost universally sold spirituous liquors. 

Mr. Pitt ti'usted, that in endeavoring to augment the income 
of the country, he should. have the support of those who conr 
sidered it as falling short of the expenditure ; and in alluding 
to the clamors formerly produced, by attempts to extend the 
excise system, he expressed a hope, that no gentleman would 
take advantage of obnoxious names, or worn-out prejudices, 
to create aversion and , excite resistance to a measure, which 
afforded a prospect of such signal advantage, and for which" 
the, situation of , the country particularly, and powerfully called. 
He. added, that the excise was found by experience to be the 
most effectual and least expensive method of collecting those 
parts of , the revenue, to. which it could with propriety be ap- 
plied and. that,, by increasing the consumption of foreign 
wines, the demand for British manufactures in exchange would 
also, be increased. 

Mr. Pox opposed the bill, exerting all the means in his, power 
to render it unpopular ; and the wine merchants in London 
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not only presented a petition against it, to the house of com- 
nions.^S -which was heard , by counsel, but they entered into 
a correspondence with their brethren of the trade in the country,' 
for the purpose of obtaining similar, petitions from . every part 
of the kingdom ; in which, however, they did not succeed. The 
objections rested upon two grounds, the difficulty of applying 
the excise laws to wine, and the impolicy and danger of ex- 
tending , those laws beyond their present limits. The former 
objection was entirely without foundation, as was then asserted, 
and aftenvards proved by experience ; and the latter made no 
inlpressjori either upon the public or upon parliament; there 
being: a general conviction, that the state of the revenue re- 
quired the adoption of every plan which might tend to its im - 
provement ; and the principles of taxation and commerce being 
better understood than they were in the . days of Sir Robert 
Walpole, who, in 1733 proposed to put wine and tobacco under 
the excise laws, but was compelled to abandon his design by 
the; clamor andiopposition it excited. . After several debates, 
and -no less than six divisions, in which the minority never 
exceeded 38, the bill passed the house of commons ; and in 
the house of lords, there was only one short debate, and no 
division. In that; debate it was affirmed, that both Mr. Pelham 
and Mr. Grenville, whenut the head of the treasury, bad it in 
contemplation to; subject wine to the excise laws; and. that, 
after full consideration, they relinquished the idea, from ap^ 
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■ * They also offered a petition to the house of lords, but it was rejected, upon 
the ground, that no precedent could be found of that house having received a pe- 
tition against a tax bill. 
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prehension of the difficulty and odium which would attend the 
carrying it into execution. In this instance, therefore, Mr.,Pitt 
with great ease succeeded in a measure, in which one of his 
predecessors, perhaps the ablest of all who had gone before 
him, entirely failed, and which two others had been afraid to 
propose, though they were convinced of its expediency. 

The next measure proposed by Mr. Pitt, for the prevention 
of frauds upon the revenue, was, a bill, since known by the 
name of the manifest act. Palse accounts of imported goods 
were frequently given at the custom-house ; and it was also 
very common, for vessels to sail out of harbour with goods, 
for which bounties and drawbacks had been obtained, under 
pretence of their being destined for a foreign market, and to 
re-land them clandestinely upon some part of the coast of 
England. To prevent these injurious practices, this bill, among 
other regulations, ordered, that no goods whatever should be 
imported into Great Britain, till the master of the vessel had 
delivered to the proper custom-house officer, a manifest, 
stating the place where the goods were laden, and containing 
a full and correct account and description of every part of 
the cargo, verified upon oath ; that no vessel shoiild be allowed 
to sail from any British port, till the master had given bond of 
200 1 . that no part of the cargo should be illegally re-landed 
in Great Britain ; and that no goods, entitled to bounty or 
drawback, should be put on board any vessel for exportation, 
except by persons duly licenced for that purpose, who should 
deliver them to the revenue officer, stationed on board the 



vessel. The bill passed both houses, without any difficulty, and 
produced a most beneficial effect. 

Towards the end of the session, Mr. Pitt brought a bill 
into the house of commons, for appointing commissioners to 
inquire into the state and condition of the woods, forests, and 
land revenue, belonging to the crown, and to sell or alienate 
fee-farm and other unimproveable rents. The object of this 
bill was, to ascertain whether the crown lands, which at present 
afforded very little income, could not be rendered more pro- 
ductive, or be disposed of with advantage to the crown, and to 
the public. It met with scarcely any resistance in the house of 
commons ; but in the house of lords it was opposed, principally 
upon the ground of the power given to the commissioners; it 
was, .however, carried by a majority of 28 to 18. 

The sale of tea at the India-house, had, in consequence of 
the commutation tax, and the diffei'ent measures taken for the 
suppression of smuggling, increased from 5^ to 14 millions of 
pounds, which, with other circumstances, rendered an appli- 
cation to parliament indispensably necessary for an addition to 
the funds of the company, to enable them to carry on this 
enlarged trade. A petition for that purpose was presented to 
the house of commons, on the 25th of May ; and it appearing 
upon inquiry, that the suni wanted was two millions, Mr. Pitt 
proposed, that it should be raised in the following manner: 
that the company should be enabled to add 800,000 1. to the 
capital of their stock which, at the present price, would 

* The present stock of the company was 3,200,000 1 , and consequently, with 
this addition, it would be four .millions. • 
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. produce 1,200,000/.; and also to sell a surplus of 36,000/. 
^ a year, received from the exchequer, over and above the an- 
nuities they paid to their creditors, which would produce 
800,000/. The bill, giving these powers to the company, 
caused several debates in both houses ; but the only division 
was in the house of lords, of 14 to 6, in favor of . the measure. ^ 

It appeared from w'hat Mr. Pitt said in the debate upon the 
king^s speech, that he did not then intend to bring forward 
• any measure : in the present session, relative to ' India ; but 
intelligence and observations s6dn afterwards received from 
thence, and a more matme consideration of the subject, sug- 
gested several improvements, which might be made in the plart 
adopted two years before ; and therefore a bill for that purpose 
was prepared and introduced into the house of commons,, by 
Mr. Dundas, president of the board of control, in the middle 
of March. By the bill of 1784, all measures discussed in 
council were to be decided by a majority of votes ; the governor 
general, when the members were equally divided, having 
a casting vote : it was now proposed to authorize the governor 
general, “ in cases of high importance, '' to act according to 
his own judgment, although the other three members of the 
council should differ from him; and it w;as farther proposed, 
to enable, the directors, whenever ihey should think it expe- 
dient, to unite'the offices of governor general and commander 
in chief in the same, person: the object of which regulation 
was, to, prevent the bad effect of divisions . in the council, and 
to give .greater energy, vigor; and dispatch to the government 
in India, by increasing the power of the governor general. 
By the bill of 1784, the commander in chief was ex officio 



a member of the council ; it was now proposed to leave it to cuai'. vm. 
the directors to appoint the commander in cliief, when dilferent 
from the governor general, a mcinber of the council or not, 
as they should think proper ; since a person might be lit to 
command an army, witliout having the necessary ciualillcations 
for a member of tiie council : similar regulations were to take 
place with respect to IMadras and Bomba}', — ^'I’he bill of 1781', 
directed, that the members of the councils, in the dilferent 
presidencies, should be appointed from tlie servants of the 
company then in India : it was now proposed, that the former 
or present servants of the company, whether then in India or 
not, should also be capable of being appointed to, seats in the 
respective councils ; and that the governors of the presidencies, 
in case of a vacancy, by death or otherwise, in their councils, 
should be empowered to nominate a temporary successor, who 
should continue till the vacancy should be duly supplied by 
the directors, instead of the oldest person in the service, as 
directed by llie bill of lyB-l, succeeding as matter of course, 
who might or might not be (pialilicd for the situation ; but no 
person was to be appointed, cither permanently or for a time, 
who had not been 12 years resident in India in the company’s 
service. — I3y the bill of 1784, the servants of the company 
were necessarily to rise, in regular gradation, which might 
obviously, in some cases, be attended with inconvenience; 
and therefore it was now proposed, that any of the com- 
pany’s servants might be appointed to vacant offices, pro- 
vided they had been in_ the service of the company in India 
a certain number of years, according to the value of the 
resjDective offices. — Those parts. of the bill of 1784, which 
VOL. T. 4< IJ 
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CHAP. VI i. required from the servants of the company returning from 
. ■ India, a disclosure of all their property upon oath, being 

extremely disliked and loudly complained of, the repeal of all 
the clauses relating to that subject was now proposed ; and 
lastly, it was proposed to make several alterations in the court 
of judicature, and in the mode of trial of persons charged 
with the commission of crimes and misdemeanors in India. 

This bill was strongly objected to by Mr.Tox andMr.Burke; 
and at the suggestion of Mr. Sheridan, it was divided into two 
bills, with a view that the provisions, which related to the govern- 
ment in India, and those which related to the court of judicature 
and mode of trial in England, subjects distinct and not neces- 
sarily dependent upon each other, might be separately consi- 
dered. Upon the first point it was contended, that to authorize 
the governor general to act without the concurrence of a single 
member of his council, would be to establish an arbitrary 
government in our Indian possessions : to which Mr. Dundas 
replied, that it behoved those, who maintained that opinion, 
to prove, that arbitrary government depended more upon one 
person governing, than two ; a position, which, he believed, it 
would riot be easy to make out. He had ever considered the 
governing by known laws, as the preservation and security of 
all the rights and franchises of subjects ; and trial, in all cases 
of property, by the established judicature of the country, and 
the free exercise of public and private opinion, moral, poli- 
tical, and religious, as the invariable and undoubted proof of 
freedom. While these remained, the liberties of the people 
would surely be as perfectly enjoyed as ever they had been, 
or were likely to be : this was the real situation of the case in 
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India. The person, enlruslcd with the administration of the 
country, Nvas indeed invested with more power ; but he had, 
therefore, tlie greater responsibilty. Tliough in cases of great 
emergency, he was allowed to act without the concurrence of 
his council, yet he had still his council to advise with, and 
they were always about him, as checks and controls upon his 
conduct. In fact, the governor could do no more under the 
proposed clause, tlian he could have done before, with the 
concurrence of one member of his council. On this occasion 
he should beg leave to remind the committee, of the essential 
dilTcrence between a cabinet council and a popular legislative 
assembly of debate ; in the latter, party dillerence produced 
variety of opinion and variety of discussion ; all of which tended 
to elucidate what was obscure, to ascertain what was doubtful, 
and to digest and mature what was crude and unformed. 
Hence, in proportion as that house debated a question, it 
became more thoroughly understood ; and they all, let them 
be of what party they might, were better prepared to decide 
upon it ultimately. The case was widely otherwise in respect 
to a council of executive government: in such an assembly, 
the fewer the voices, the less the party feeling ; and the greater 
the unanimity, the better the decision, the more vigorous the 
execution of the measure decided upon, and the more probable 
its success. All the mischiefs, and all the misfortunes, which 
had for years taken place in India, he was satisfied in his own 
mind, after long and attentive inquiry into the affairs of that 
country, arose entirely from the party principles of the mem- 
bers of the different councils, and the factious scenes, which 
those councils had almost uniformly presented. The proposed 
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alterations.were, therefore, justified upon the grounds of policy 
and necessity ; and he trusted the house would lay out of their 
minds all prejudice and false coloring, and look at the real 
question. This being examined, with cool impartiality, all 
ideas must be rejected of what had been so ingeniously de- 
scribed as a ministerial design to establish a despotic govern- 
ment in the East Indies. . 

- Mr. Pitt, in arguing upon the same principles, said, that the 
responsibility was made more broad and comprehensive, on 
the pai't of the governor general, by the fresh poSyers given him 
in the bill; and in fact, the very institution of those powers 
created the additional degree of responsibility, and made it 
more strongly atta,ch upon his conduct ; for it was not an 
arbitrary power put. into his hands, subject to no check or 
control, which Avas the true meaning of the term arbiti'ai’y 
power ; it was only a discretionary poAver, to be exercised in 
cases of great and urgent importance, and that under the most 
forcible restraints, and the strongest guards Avhich could be 
imagined. In the first place, all the consultations on the 
subject, Avhatever it might be, on Avhich the governor Avas to 
exercise his neAV audiority, Avere to be recorded; and liis 
reasons for difiering in opinion from his council, Avere also to 
be entered on the minutes, logetlier Avith an account of the 
circumstances, confirmed and sanctioned Avilh the .solemnity 
of an oath, Avhich made him think it necessary to lake such 
a step ; and Avilh those Avore to be contrasted the argumenl.s of 
each of the dissenting members of the council, which they 
Averc required to enter by Avay of protest, for their own jus- 
tification ; and the Avhole Avas to be sent home and to be laid 



before iho court of directors. ^Villi re.spect to the doctrines 
advanced on the subject of arbitrary power;- lie felt himself 
fully justified in conteiKling, that oppression and tyranny did 
not arise from the number of the persons to whom power was 
entrusted, but from want of a proper check and control, to 
which those persons should be liable in the exercise of their 
authority. 'I’o illustrate this, he instanced the British con- 
stitution, in which the number of 500 persons in that house; 
and a considerable number of peers in the other, would not 
be a sutheient security for the liberties of the people, were it 
not, that the individuals, who composed those assemblies, were 
a part of that people, and the moment they passed any law, 
became themselves bound by it, in common with the rest of 
their fellow-subjects. 'I’hat house, in particular, was restrained 
from the exercise of such a power, by the nature of its con- 
stitution, being in a great mea.surc, though not so much as he 
and every other friend to the liberties of the country must wish, 
elected by the people. But take away those circumstances of 
representation, however imperfect, in one house, and a com- 
munity of interest with the rest of the nation in both, and their 
numbers would atlbrd no security whatever against the. exercise' 
of despotic and arbitrary government. Nay, in large bodies 
there was greater danger to be apprehended of such strides of 
despotism, because in them the responsibility would prove less 
binding, by being divided among so many persons ; whereas, 
in the present case, being conhned to one, it was made an 
unsurmountable barrier and restraint. 

In replying to that part of Mr. Box’s speech,, in which he had 
reproached him Avith having changed his sentiments upon the 
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• subject of the powers, winch ought to be vested in the gover- 
, nor general, Mr. Pitt observed, that it was his singular 
misfortune, as the views of his opponents made it most 
instrumental to their purposes, to labor alternately under 
opposite and contradictory charges : at one time he was 
accused of a presumptuous and obstinate adherence to his own 
opinions and proposals, and atiinother, of a too ready depar- 
ture from them : of the two faults, the latter was that of which 
he should the more willingly acknowledge himself to be 
guilty ; for, to sacrihee the interests of his country to the 
pride of persevering in his own opinions, would indeed be 
a most tlagrant breach of his duty to the public ; but to change 
them, when experience or argument, or a more close investiga- 
tion, had shewn them to be wrong, was, he should humbly 
conceive, rather a source of commendation than of censure. 
In this instiuice, however, he had not departed from any 
of his principles, but had, on the contrary, given them 
a greater force and efiicacy in the bill then before the house. 
He had always entertained an opinion, that the authority of 
the governor general ought to be put on a difterent footing 
from what it had been, as many evils resulted from the parity 
of power between liim and the rest of the council. In the 
former bill, therefore, his power had been enlarged, by 
diminishing the number of his council that so the concur- 
rence of one of its members would prove sufficient to give him 

* By lord North’s bill of 1773, the supreme council of Bengal consisted of 
the governor general, and four other members ; and the governor general, 
to carry any point, must have the concurrence of two other members of the 
council. 
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a majoritj’-, and his casting vote would oe more frequently chap. vh. 
exercised with effect ; and in the present bill, the same prin- 
ciple was stilh adhered to, and farther followed up, by giving 
him a power, in extraordinary emergencies, but Avith number- 
less checks added, to prevent a wanton and corrupt exercise of 
that power, of superseding, by his single authority, the votes of 
the rest of the board. Gentlemen had pretended to treat with 
ridicule, the idea of imposing an oath on the governor general, 
whenever he should think proper to avail himself of this new- 
created power. But did such gentlemen really think, or did 
they feel, that an oath was no restraint ; or did they, when they 
were complaining of the power itself, seriously object to cir- 
cumscribing it with restraints and limits ? It was surely good 
policy, to guard, as much as possible, against the misconduct 
of persons entrusted with power, to provide as many restraints 
as the nature of the service would admit, and to render the 
wilful commission of any crime or error as difficult as 
possible. 

Though the provisions of the other bill were not specifically 
objected to, the members in opposition took this opportunity 
of repeating their invectives and complaints against depriving 
persons, accused of misconduct in India, of a trial by jury, 

“the unalienable birthright, of every English subject but 
their present endeavors to excite dissatisfaction upon this point, 
were as ineffectual as upon the former occasion. The two bills, 
after several debates and divisions, in which the majorities were 
very large, passed both houses of parliament. 

The preparatory steps relative to the impeachment of Mr. 

Hastings, a proceeding in which Mr. Pitt took so active a part, 
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that it will be necessary to notice it in some detail, constitute 
the only business which remains to be mentioned in the present 
session. Mr. Hastings, who, at an early period of life, went 
out to India, as a writer*, and afterwards filled several im- 
portant stations in the service of the company, was appointed 
governor general of India, by the. act of parliament, which 
passed in 1773, when lord North was at the head of the trea- 
sury, for regulating the government of the British territories 
in the east'. In May 1776, the court of directors of the East 
India company, in consequence of complaints received from 
India, and at the suggestion of lord North, voted, that he 
should be removed from his government; but this vote was 
overruled by a majority of the court of proprietors ; and no 
farther step was then taken. Not long afterwards, Mr., Grant 
and Mr. Macleane came from India, and asserted, that tliey 
were authorized to offer Mr. Hastings's resignation ; to the 
court of directors, which, was accepted ; , and Mr. Wheeler was 
appointed to succeed him ; but, upon the return of those 
gentlemen to Calcutta, Mr. Hastings denied that he had given 
them any such authority ; and, refusing to resign, continued 
in his government, to which he was re-appointed, by act of 
parliament, no less than three times during lord Nortffs admi- 
nistrationi namely, in 1779, 1780, and 1781$. Several of the 

. * Mr. Hastings was appointed a writer in 1 749. He returned to England in 
' 1765 with a moderate fortune, and remained here till 1769. In that year he went 
again to India as second in coimcil at Madras ; and in 1772 he was placed at the 
head of the government of Bengal under the .old system, having no jurisdiction 
over the other British settlements. 

+ In 1773 Mr. Hastings was appointed for five years, in 1779 and 1780 for one 
year, and in 1781. for ten years. ‘ 



^61 

resolutions* proposed fcy Mi*. Dunyas,’ as chairman^ of- th^ tHAP. vif. 
secret committee, in 1782j conveyed a strong censure upon . . 

■Mr.' Hastings ; and one “I- of them declared, that “ Warren 
•Hastings,- esquire, governor general of Bengal, having, in 
shndry instances, acted in a manner repugnant - to the honor 
and policy of this nation, and thereby brought great cala- 
mities on India, and enormous expenses on the East India 
company, it is the duty of the directors of the said company, 
to pursue all legal and effectual means for the removal of the 
said governor general from his .office, and to recal him to 
Great Britain."' The directors accordingly voted the remo.val 
and recal of Mr^ Hastings ; but the proprietors^ again inter- 
posed their authority, in opposition § to the vote of the 
directors ; and parliament taking no farther step, he remained 
governor general till Eebruary 1785, when, without any pre- 
vious notice ,to the company, he embarked for England. On 
hia arrival in this country, in the following June, the directors 
voted him their thanks for his long|| and meritorious services, 
although they , had frequently and loudly complained of his 
conduct in India, and of his utter disregard to their orders. And 
Mr. Dundas, who, besides moving the resolutions which have 
been mentioned, said in 1782,' that “ Mrr Hastings, scarcely 

* The i8th, 35th, 3gth, 40th, ^2d and 44th, 
f The 45th. 

t of 13 to xo. 

^;The majority, in the .court' of proprietorsiin favor ; of Mr. Hastings/ 'wasi very 
targe, -the numbers being 428. and 75 : this- voting .took- place' November- ist 
1782. ; . . . . ^ 

1 j Mr. Hastings had been twelve' years governor general- in India,'' and' more than 
'thirty in the service' of the- comply. - „ 

YOL. I. 4 <?.- 
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■eyer- left: the ;5y;a;lls ;Pf Qalciitta,, that his Steps, T!^ere not fpllpTYed 
hy the,depp^ition of some prince, thp desertioji of some ajlyj or 
ithe depopulation; of somp country,” powdeplaredi^ in the- house 
,of commons, “ that if:he;had been a directoti he Tyould un- 
-dpubtedly , have, concurred in that vote and he , expressed his 
Satisfaction and joy, that the resolutionj. which he had hinlself 
jnpyed, for the recal of Mr. Hastings, had not been carried into 
effect becausej in that case,' he should have been the ineans:of 
depriving the company of a; rnost valuable and. useful servant, 
and-tife ipublic, of a governor; general hi India • distinguished 
by the; most uncomrnon ardorj abilitiesi and ‘capacity.” These 
favorable testiinonies, from parties formerly*; adverse tO; him, 
must have highly gratified Mr,i Hastings upon: his return to his 
native. ; country ? frpna another: qua.rter he met with a very dift 
ferent r.eceptipm . , ' ^ ‘ ' 

j In the; numerous debates, which took place in the, house of 
pommons upon the state of the/ British territories in the East, 
Mf.' Burke^ whoihad been a very diligent .rneiiiber of the select 
pommitteej'; and had for many, years bestQwed; great attention 
upon the transactipns in India,, seized) every opportunity to 
reprobate and, condemn the measures of Mr. Hastings, in 
terms, which scarcely any degree, of .criminality would havp 
justified; imputing to his mismanagement all the difficulties and 
distresses in our Indian concerns ; accusing him of peculation, 
cruelty, and tyranny; and denominating, him “a delinquent 
of the first magnitude.” In every session subsequent to the 
reports of the two committees, he assured the housed that he 
'i^ould bring him to justice for his, various and heinous offences; 
and particularly, a few days after Mr. Hastings-s arrival in 
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•England, he pledged ‘ himself to cbmmenc^ a criminal pro- 
secution against him early in' the next Session. • - 

On the 24th of January 1786, the day on which parliament 
meti Major Scott, who had been a confidential ' agent Of 
Mr. Hastings in India, and was mow a member of the house of 
commons, reminded Mr. Burke of his engagement, and called 
upon him to produce his promised accusation of the * late 
governor general of Bengal. Major Scott’ was probably ini 
duced to throw out this challenge, by inferring, from the 
language held by Mr. Dundas, that Mr. Hastings, if attacked, 
would have the support of administration ; and by thinking, 
that this bold step was' likely to make ail impression upon- the 
house favorable to Mr. Hastings,, as proceeding from his coni 
sciousness of innocencev , Mr: Fox immediately observed, that 
if Mr. Burke should so: far forget his duty as not to fulfil his 
promise. Major Scott might, assure himself, that other memKers 
would institute aii inquiry into the' conduct of Mr. Hastings ; 
which declaration sufficiently indicated, that the prosecution; 
jf undertaken, would be supported by the Whole . power of 
opposition. Mr. Burke, on this day, entered into iio expla- 
nation of !his intention ; but on Monday the 13th of February 
he gave, notice, that he should, bn the Friday-following, move 
for, the .production of . certain papers, which he cbhceived to 
be necessary to substantiate a charge he. had long had in 
contemplation, and which he had been challenged to bring 
forward, by a gentleman, closely connected with the party^ to 
be accused. “ He looked upon :the business, he said, as-the 
greatest and. most important: criminal prosecution, that bvef 
had engaged the jattention of any human tribunal.” ' * ' 
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It ha^ been mentioned, that Mr. Pitt .was" pot 'a mefnbei^ 
eklier of the select or secret committee, and that he took no 
part in the debates, immediately caused by their reports. Nor 
had he delivered an opinion upon any of the measures of 
Mr. Hastings’s government, which had been; frequently the 
subject of discussion in the house of commons, in the course of 
the last four years. His mind was perfectly free from all bias 
and prejudice; and though he, observed, that his political 
opponents were entering upon tlie prosecution with great 
warmth and eagerness, and he knew that some of his own 
friends were ijealous admirers of Mr. Hastings, he .determined 
to act with that. candor and impartiality, which are peculiarly 
due to every question of a judicial nature, arid with a just 
regard to the honor of the country, which could not but be 
involved in the decision of parliament upon the conduct of 
a person, who had filled the important station of governor 
general of India, for so long a period as twelve years, and 
against whom such numerous and heavy accusations were so 
•confidently urged. He lamented, indeed, that the situation 
he enjoyed, and his duty to the public, would not allow him 
to be neuter; but finding, that the inquiry must lead to the 
consideration of many points of great national concern, he 
made himself master of Indian history and politics ; and in 
every part of the proceeding, displayed his accustomed ability 
and discernment: 

- On the 17th .of February the , day. appointed, Mr. Burke, 
after acquainting the house, .that the. inode, by which he pro- 
.posed to bring Mr. Hastings to trial, would be by impeachinent 
.at the bar of ;the house of lords, moved. for. certain: papers as 



•d5o 

tlie ground of his intended accusation. TMf. Pitt, in giving liis chain y-Ur 
Ussent to. this motion, said, he hoped Mr.'Biirke Svould, as early . . 

as .possible, state, explicitly the nature and extent of his charges 
.against Mr. Hastings ; and.apprised him, that if he should move 
for any papers not mentioned in the reports of. the select or 
pecret.cominitte.e, he should expect him to explain the substance 
of them, and , the purposes for which they were desired. Mr; 

Pitt assented to several other motions of Mr. Burke, of.a similaf- 
pature ; but, at last, he moved for papers, to the: production, 
of which, Mr. Pitt declared, that he could not agree the sudden, 
illness, however, ,pf the. speaker, made it necessary to adjourn^ 

^vithout coming to any decision. . On the following day, Mr* 

Burke withdrew the motion, to which Mr. Pitt had objected ; 
and made. sixteen other motions for papers, all of which were 
granted. The next day, he moved for letters, and a variety, of 
papers,: relative to the treaty of peace with the Mahrattas, in 
1783, to the. production of which, Mr, Dundas objected, upon 
|he ground, that their contents, if made public, would occasion 
transactions to be known, which ought, from motives of 
the soundest policy, to remain secret ; . and, he was the more 
.determined to resist these motions, as the peace, to which they 
.referred, had neyer been the subject of complaint, but had 
pierited, and received, every man’s applause. The benefits 
arising from it were,, he said, great : it was, in fact, “ the, salva? 

. tipn of the British empire in Asia.” Mr. Pox supported Mr, 

Burke, with, his usual Avarmth ; but Mr. Pitt, concurring with 
Mr. Dundas, observed, that disposed as he AVas . to act. through 
the whole business with thp utm.ost, impartiality, he could sep 
nothing, .in j .the -ppndupt: pf. .My. Hastings,,., respecting .the. 
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Maliratta peace, ^Hich did! not deserve tlie highest commen- 
dktion. He had, indeed, .efFected it, !by dissolving ; a league 
of the most powerful Indian princes, who had entered into? 
a confederacy for our destruction; niid he was astonished, that 
any one, conversant with. such! subjects, could think of censur-i 
ing so successful and glorious; an atchievement. Mr. Hastings 
made peace, at a time, when the continuance of war would 
halve proved absolute and inevitable ruin to ^the affairs of the 
company ; and he completed it, with an address and ingenuityi 
which did him’ immortal honor. How far other charges might 
be substantia.ted against him, remained tb be determined. If 
the papers now called -for, were granted, there would erisuie 
variouk 'discoveries,- which might be injurious to biir interests j 
and fatal to our officers, in India. There were certainly means 
used tb detach the different princes froni each other ; but to 
reveal those means, and to make known the persons^ through 
whom they operated, ' Would destroy the Confidence bf the 
native powers in British politics, and Weaken their faith- in 
negotiation, which it Was essentiaT to the- prosperity of this 
country, to preserve inviolate : it might be a bar to all future 
attempts of this kind, and afib'ct the situations of persons, who 
wefe inkrurhental in bringing about the great object in question. 
One, however, of Mr. Burke’s mbl;ions,che should be ready to 
support,! because, in that case, there Was sufficient ground for 
inquiry ; he meant that respecting the Ranna of Gohud. Ih 
whatever degree he 'might • differ ^ from him, as to ' the propriety 
of excluding the Ranna- from the peace, he certainly thought 
that exfclusion a fit subject for 'investigation. This man,’ he 
uhderstood,:previo.usly to the Mahratta peace, had enterpd-into 
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separate ucgotiatipa with M^oodhajee Scincli:i> without tlie chai*. vn. 
,coucurreuce or kiu)wleclge,of the gpvcruQr gcuerul of Bengal. . . 

After being detected in this act of infidelit 3 % it ^Yn.‘j no wonder, 
that he should not be admitted to the benefit of a peace, which 
was meant to .serve the friends, and not the foes, of Great 
Britain. But though lie believed this fact to bo true, lie, should 
inake no opposition to the motion for papers upon the subject, 
because they might bo granted without any private injury, or 
public danger. Mr. Burke’s /irst motion was rejected by 
a majority of 87 to 44 ; his second motion was witlidrawn ; his 
third was rejected by a majority of 76' to 3.4; his fourth, relat- 
ing to tlie Raima of Gohud, passed unanimously ’; and upon 
his making a fiftli, relative to negotiations with the Great 
•i\Iogul at .Dellii, upon the subject of the same peace,' the 
prder of the day was moved, wliich was carried .unanimously ; 
and, soon after, the house adjourned. .... 

. On tlie O’th of March, Mr. Burke repeated liis motion for 
Jthc Delhi papers ; and upon Mr. Pitt's again objecting to it, 
as tending to afiec.t the policy of India, by revealing the secrets 
of negotiations, which the peace and tranquillity of Indostan. 
rendered absolutel}': necessary, should remain undivulged, if 
was: rejected by a majority of 88 to, 34. Several motions;werc 
niade for, other papers, most of which were granted; but some 
few were refused, upon the principle already mentionedl i 
! A .third. attempt was made, by . Mr. Pox, to obtain, tlie pro? 
duetion of the Delhi papers ; . and in the debate wJiich followed, 

Mr. Pitt once more assured; the house, that tlie, disclosure of 
|;liese papers would operate in a manner injurious to aiir 
interests, by exposing the objects and considerations by wliich 
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tHe princes of India had been respectively governed in ;their 
arrangements with ns : at the^ same time, as these papers', 
instead of furnishing matter of accusation against Mr. Hastings,, 
would place, iii a conspicuous point of view^ the most merito- 
rious and brilliant part of his administration, 'he could not 
avoid, from motives of compassion and justice; lamenting, that 
in compliance with his duty, he must persevere in objecting 
■to their production : the motion was rejected by 140 to 73;- 
' After several discussions relative to the' order- of proceeding;, 
it was determined, contrary to the wishes of Mr. Burke ‘ and; 
Mr. Fox, that the charges should be produced, and Mr. Hasting^ 
heard in his. defence, previously to the receiving any, parole 
evidence. - Upon these points there was only one division, > in 
which Mr. Pitt voted in a rhajority of 140 to 80, On four 
different , days ^ ih: April, Mr. Burke delivered to the- house; 
21 articles^, charging Mr. Hastings with sundry high crimes 
and misdemeanors ; and on: the 1st and 2nd of- May, Mr* 
Hastings,'who had been furnished with copies of these articles,, 
as they were produced, read his answers to them at the bar of 
the house, which were afterwards laid upon the table. On the 
5th of May, Mr. Burke produced his*22nd and last' charge, to 
which- Mr. Hastings made his: reply a few days ; afterwards. 
The : examination of ■ witnesses - lasted three weeks ; towards 
the end . oftwhich time, Mr. Burke -declared; his intention to 
adopt; ther suggestion of Mr. Pitt, and take the sense of the 
house upon- each charge ; separately, whether it contained 
sufficient ground for; impeachment, orynot ? - 

*;Tliese charges were drawn up in so diffuse a manner^ that they fill nearly. lOO 
fblio.pagefin:the -journals,, ^ ^ - 
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Accordingly on the Isl of June, Mr. Burke brought forward <: 
Ins first charge,, wliich related to ihc Rohilla war: in the com- 
juencenient and conduct of which, he asserted, that i\tr. 
Hastings had been ‘‘ guilty of gross, enormous, and flagitious 
crimes." At a late hour the debate was adjourned to the ne.xt 
day ; and after another long debate, the motion was negatived 
by a majority of liy to ()?. Mr. l^itt did not speak on either 
day, except to propose an amendment in the words of the 
motion which was adopted. He voted in the majority, coin- 
ciding in opinion with i\lr. Dundasand INfr. ^Villiam Grenville, 
who contended that the war with the Rohillas, as far as Mr. 
Hastings was concerned, was both just and. politic; just, inas- 
much as it originated on the part of the Rohillas, in the 
violation of a treaty subsisting between them and Sujah 
Dowlah the nabob vizier of Oude, to which our East India 
company was guarantee ; and politic, inasmuch as it conduced 
to our interests in India, to strengthen and support the vizier, 
whose dominions were a barrier against the Mahrattas, a. neigh- 
boring and powerful state, unfavorably disposed to the English: 
and thej’’ farther maintained, that the expulsion of thellohillas, 
a faithless and dangerou.s people, from the country which they' 
had occupied only about 40 years, was justifiable, and could 
not be considered as an extirpation, .a term which had been 
applied to it by the accusers of Mr. Hastings; that Mr. Hastings 
was not responsible for any act of cruelty, of which Sujah 

^ The motion when amended was as follows, " Tluit the committee having con- 
sidered the said article, and examined evidence on the same, are of opinion, tJiat 
there are grounds sufficient to charge Warren Hastings, esq. with high crimes and 
misdemeanors upon tlie matter of the said article.” 
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CHAP. vn. Dowlah might, be guhty in the prosecution of the war ; .that 
■ ^ it was unfair to call a person to account for transactions, which 

had taken place at the distance of IS years ; and that, in 
truth, Mr. Hastings had, by implication at least, been acquitted 
of any blame respecting the Rohilla wm', by having been 
three times re-appointed governor general of Bengal by par- 
liament since its conclusion*: this Mr. Pitt, upon another 
occasion, called “ the. highest certificate of legislative ap- 
probation.” 

On the 13th of June, Mr. Pox brought forward the charge 
relative to. Cheyt Sing, the rajah of Benares, which stood third 
in the list ; and in his speech, he accused Mr. Hastings of 
having made unjust demands of money and troops from the 
rajah; of his having imposed upon him, a most exorbitant 
fine, in consequence of his hesitation to comply with those 
demands;; and of his having arrested him- in his own palace, 
and treated him with the greatest indignity and cruelty. He 
concluded an able, but violent, speech, by moving that, “ this 
committee are of opinion, that having examined the third 
charge, and heard evidence thereupon, there is matter of 
impeachment against Warren Hastings, esq. contained in it.” 

After MivPrancis had seconded the motion, and Mr. Nicholls 
had spoken against it, Mr. Pitt began a long argumentative- 
speech, by assuring the house, that he had listened with the 
most fixed and anxious, attention, to what had been asserted 
by those who had preceded him in the debate, not only because 
he looked upon the subject as of the utmost magnitude, from 

* The Rohilla peace was signed October 6, 1774. Lord North who introduced 
these acts, -v^oted for this motion 
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its involving, in a great, degree, both the honor and dignity of 
the British house of commons, and also the general cause of 
justice and humanity ; but, because he had heard upon both 
sides of the question, many arguments and doctrines, to which 
he could not subscribe, and from wiiich, he found himself 
indispensably bound to expre.ss his dissent. lie felt the 
greatest diniculty and uneasiness, in being obliged to deter- 
mine on judicial (jueslions, the merits of which were so closely 
connected with Indian notions and habits, and that with the 
insurmountable impression of sentiments and principles im- 
bibed and matured under the British constitution. In pro- 
portion, however, to this ditliculty, had been his endeavor to 
make himself perfectly master of the whole of the case; and 
although from his other avocations, he was, perhaps, less at 
liberty to dedicate a considerable portion of his time to the 
study of it, than most other gentlemen in that house, yet, he 
could venture to saj', he had, by a most laborious investigation, 
been able to form such a final and settled opinion concerning 
it, as had completely satisfied him, with respect to the vote, 
which, in conscience, he was bound to give. He should state • 
to the committee, in as plain and concise a manner as he 
possibly could, the whole of the premises which operated on 
his mind, in forming his conclusion; and this he should do 
without any restraint from the apprehension, that his arguments 
might be used or perverted to a result different from that 
which he intended : for he thought; that if there was any ^ one 
subject, in which a member of that house was bound to use 
less disguise, and to speak out more plainly, than on another, 
it was on such a subject as that then under discussion, where 
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. there ought to be no' object in view, but the honor of paflial- 

^ ment, and the ends of substantial justice, as necessarily and 
ifiseparably connected in the question. He should^ therefore, 
take ,care , to avoid entering into the business with that soit of 
temper and spirit, by 'which some gentlemen seemed to be 
influenced, and should particularly guard against any impres- 
sion similar to that,' which the right honorable gentleman - 
(Mr. Fox) had been so desirous :of making:upoii the house, in 
a maimer, which, he thought, of all others, the most unfair and 
most inconsistent with every principle' of law: and justice,, by- 
torturing the words and- arguments - of a man standing: on his 
defence, and drawing from them inferences of motives arid: of 
principles calculated- to fix upon him,' in many instances, 
a degree of guilt,- which even ^the charges themselves, did riot 
impute. He should not suffer such means to bias, himdn voting 
a censure, where he did not think censure was merited; nor 
should hcj on the other hand, suffer his indignation; at. such 
unjustifiable conduct, so fai' to prevail, as to, make hiiri I’efuse 
such awote, where he thought he was conscientiously bound 
.to give it. : . . ■ 

'He should begin, by stating to the house, his general opinion 
as to the situation of the zemindars of India, and the degree of 
subjection urider 'which they lie .to their superior . lords.. . He 
had made every research in his power, into .this part of the 
subject ; and,- as far as it was/possible to. ascertain in England, 
a question, of Indian' politics; -liable even there to great, uncer- 
tainty; and variety ; of interpretation, he hoped that he had 
been successful. 

^ Mr. Pitt then went into the general doctrine .of subordinate 
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principalities, pointing out the nature and extent of their 'sub- 
jection to the superior state, and the necessary dependance to 
\Yhich they must, in all cases, be liable. iNtany ditlerent 
opinions, he said, had been entertained c»)nconiing the tenure, 
under which the zemindars of the empire of Indoslan held their 
possessions : some had supposed them the real proprietors of 
the soil, while others looked upon lliem, as mere trustees for 
tile superior lord, and entitled to no part of the produce or 
value of the lands, except such us were allotted to them, for 
their subsistence. Some had conceived them to be possessed 
of a life estate only, and to be the mere channels or vehicles'of 
the revenue; while others contended, that their interest was 
hereditary. It was, Jiowevcr, of very little consequence to the 
conclusion, which he meant to draw, wliat was tlic precise 
character of their tenure. It was enough for him, that it must 
in the nature of things, and from a number of special circum- 
stances, become liable to demands for certain extraordinary 
aids, in case of extraordinary emergencies. It was impossible 
to suppose the existence of any slate, Avhich had no provision 
made for extraordinary resources, in case of extraordinary 
dangers. The most common, because the most obvious, mode 
of procuring this extraordinary resource, had, in the earliest 
periods of the feudal institutions, been, by calling on the several 
vassals of the state for their personal service in arms. This 
right was a fundamental maxim in every government, and one 
to which no individual could possibly object, because it was 
by the joint power of the whole aggregate body alone, that 
the person and property of the individual coiild be. protected ; 
and it \vould be a treason against itself, in any state, to exclude 
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CHAP. vn. a principle, so obviously necessary to its very existence. Those 

. . personal services of the tenants of land, became, in time, almost 

universally cornmutable for money, which was found better to 
answer both the exigencies of government, and the convenience 
of individuals ; and from hence the principle, which had for- 
merly applied to the persons, was extended to the property of 
the people, and each was considered as bound to contribute, 
in proportion to the benefits which he derived from his politi- 
cal capacity^ as a ihember of a regular community, that is, in 
proportion to the possessions he held under it. He^instanced 
this from the policy of the original feudal institutions of 
Europe, and particularly, of England, in the case of sudden 
danger, when, over and above the stated rents and services 
reserved to the crown, there was a right to call upon the tenants 
for particular and extraordinary service, either of a personal or 
pecuniary nature ; and from such demands, even the comities 
palatine were not exempted, although the proprietors had the 
exercise of every species of internal jurisdiction lyithin them, 
in as ample a manner as any of the. Indian zemindars. He 
then applied his argument more, particulary to the^ empire of 
Hindostan, where, he said, the same policy had been adopted 
and practised ; and,- after referring tO several undoubted facts, 
and quoting written grants to zemindars,'hejdeclared it to be 
his firm conviction,' that the, zemindars of India were bound, on 
all occasions of great emergency to contribute, in -a propor- 
tion suitable to their own ability, and .the exigency : Of, the 
public. . • ., 

.'The. next question then' to be considered was, .whether any 
particular stipulations had been made in favor of Gheyt .Sing; 
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which ought to exempt him Tiom the general dut}'^ incumbent 
upon all the oilier tributaries to the Indian sovereigns. Mr. Pitt 
pursued this iiujuirv, by shewing, that the icemindary of Benares 
had been aciiuircd by Uulwant Sing from tlie nabob of Oude, 
to whom, by the Original appointment, an annual rent was 
reserved ; besides which, extraordinary aids had been furnished 
to him, as lord panuuount, on extraordinary occasions. Upon 
the death of Bulwant Sing, his son, Cheyt Sing, was, by the 
mediation of the company, admitted to the succession ; with 
an addition, however, of two lacks of rupees to his annual 
tribute, and a fine of several lacks, paid at the Lime ; and this 
very Cheyt Sing had himself contributed to his superior, the 
nabob, a considerable assistance, both in men and money, 
towards the Uohilla expedition. Afterwards, the sovereignty 
of Benares was surrendered to the compan3% who, by such sur- 
render, became possessed of every right which the nabob had 
hitherto enjoyed in the country, and of every degree of authority 
which he had possessed over tlic zemindar. iUnong those 
rights and authorities, was that of calling, in case of einergency,- 
for assistance over and above tlie amount of the stipulated 
and regular annual payments. This right had always been 
exercised and acquiesced in, and was indisputably transferred, 
with other rights, to the company. 

jMr. Pitt then stated, that several patents had been granted 
by the English government in Bengal, by wliich certain powers 
and immunities were conveyed to Cheyt Sing; but so far were, 
they from rendering him independent, that it was expressly 
determined, upon the suggestion of Mr. Francis, when he was 
a member of the supreme coimcil,’ and Mr. Hastings governor 
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. enemies ; and also, that the aid demanded was by no means 

^ extravagant, when compared with the well-known ability of 
Cheyt Sing to pay it. He should, therefore, leave those points 
as proved and admitted, and proceed to the other circum- 
stances, which constituted the remainder, and, in his opinion, 
the best founded parts of the charge. 

He repeated, that he perceived himself under a very dis- 
agreeable necessity of adapting, in some degree, his sentiments 
on the subject of government, to the principles of Indian 
politics. Those principles were certainly not conformable to 
European ideas, but they were in a great measure the only 
ones on which an European could take upon himself to judge 
of the transactions and conduct of an Indian governor. They 
were the principles of arbitrary power and despotism. But 
though the constitution of our eastern possessions was arbi- 
trary and despotic, still it was the duty of every administration 
in that countiy, to conduct itself by the rules of justice and 
moderation, as far as it was possible to reconcile them to the 
established government. He did not care whether the laws 
of Tamerlane, or of any other Indian emperor, had laid down 
such a doctrine : it was enforced by a higher authority. And 
it was upon that ground that he felt it impossible to acquit 
Mr. Hastings of the whole of the charge brought against him; 
for he felt in his conscience, that he (Mr. Hastings) had 
pushed the exercise of that arbitrary discretion, which, froni 
the nature of the eastern government, was intrusted to him, to 
a greater, length than he, was warranted to do by the necessity 
of the service. He was firmly persuaded, that Mr Hastings 
had been influenced through the whole of his government, by ' 
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the Avarmest zeal for the iulcrest of his employers ; but that 
zeal, hoAvever commendable in itself, lost its merit, when 
exerted in a manner repugnant to principles, which ought not 
to give way to any motives of interest or policy Avhat- 
soever The council of Bengal, having made a demand, 
Avhich tliey had a right to make, and that demand having been 
contumaciously resisted, they were certainly jutisfiable in 
intlicting a punishment on the delinquent party ; for to give 
the right of demanding, without the power of punishing the 
refusal, would be absurd and nugatory in the extreme. But 
then it was their duty to apportion the punishment to the 
degree of guilt ; this, he was sorry to say, Mr. Hastings, in his 
opinion, had not done. The conduct of Mr. Hastings, subr 
sequent to the demand of troops and money from Cheyt 
Sing, was censurable, inasmuch as the fine, which he deter- 
mined to le\y, was beyond all proportion exorbitant, unjust, 
and tyrannical. In fining the rajah 500,000 /. for a mere delay 
to pay 50,000/. which 50,000/. he had actually paid, Mr. 
Hastings had acted in an arbitrary manner, and Avas not 
guided by any principle of justice and reason. This pro- 
ceeding destro5’ed all relation and connection betAveen the 
degrees of guilt and punishment ; it Avas grinding, it Avas over- 
bearing. He should therefore, certainly, in the present charge, 
agree to the motion Avhich had been made ; not considering 
himself as being thereby committed to a final vote of impeach^ 
ment, but only meaning to be undersood, that if, upon the 
whole of the charges, it should be liis opinion, that an im- 

In no instance did Mr. Pitt, either in his own conduct, or in judging of that 
of others, lose sight of the strict rules of justice and morahty. 
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CHAP. vn. peachment ought to be preferred 'against Mr. Hastings, then this 
. . act of oppression was such, as ought to be made one. of the 

articles. of that impeachment, being in his judgment a high 
crime and misdemeanor. In all this he- meant to confine 
himself expressly to the exorbitancy of the fine, and not to 
include the subsequent revolution of Benares, an event, which, 
under all the circumstances, could not possibly have been 
avoided: for Cheyt Sing, having reluctantly obeyed' in one 
instance (the payment of the money) the orders of the council, 
Mter making false and contumacious excuses, his- pretence of 
inability being certainly of that description, and having actually 
. disobeyed another part of their commands (the furnishing of 
a certain number of troops) the governor was unquestionably 
at liberty, hot only to impose a fine upon him, but to march 
into his country, in order to enforce it; and the I’ajah, not 
being acquainted from any overt-act, that the fine, intended to 
■ be levied,' was exorbitant (the only unjust part. of the transac- 
tion,) his'taking.up arms, in order to escape from an arrest, to 
which. he had subjected himself, by: his own fault, and exciting 
an insurrection among his men to massacre the British forces, 
and afterwards withdraAving himself and . going into ; open 
rebellion, which could. not be excused; by any consideration of 
‘ that with which he was not acquainted, the exorbitancy of the 

fine — all these circumstances considered, Mr. Hastingsfs depo- 
sition of the rajah was just and indispensably necessary, and 
naturally followed from what had preceded it. As to Mr. 
Hastings's encouraging' the troops to commit ravage, and- de- 
vastation, that could not have been the, consequence of the 
letter, to which.it was imputed; for,, that letter was only cal- 
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ciliated for the private perusal of the council ; and it was 
a well-known fact, and suniciently authenticated by evidence, 
that he had taken every precaution for issuing the necessary 
orders to prevent any avoidable licentiousness of the soldiery ; 
and lliat the cruellies committed, were only by a party of dis- 
obedient and mutinous followers of the camp. 

'To the subseiiuent part of the charge, the second and third 
revitjution of Jlenarcs, ho should say but a few words, as they 
had not been much relied upon, except as matter of aggra- 
vation. On the head of the last-mentioned articles, the rio-ht 
honorable gentleman (Mr. Fox) had attempted to point out 
a contradiction between the ditlerent parts of ]\Ir. Hastings’s 
conduct, in having first deposed Cheyt Sing for not paying- 
a certain sum of money, and afterwards deposing Jagher 
Deo Sheo for using rigorous modes of collection, in order to 
enable himself to comply with a similar demand. In both 
cases !Mr. Hastings was strictly right in his principles; for one 
rajah deserved to be punished for not. paying what ho was able 
and bound in duty to pay ; and the other was equally culpable 
in not making a proper collection of the revenue, but laying 
it on in a partial and unfair manner. 

The only remaining subject was, the restoration of Cheyt Sing 
to his possessions ; upon which he should forbear to deliver any 
opinion, as it could not then properly come under consideration. 

Not one of the persons who were adverse to Mr. Hastings, 
attempted to answer any of those parts of Mr. Pitt’s speech, 
in which he vindicated the conduct of that gentleman, or 
to controvert any of the general principles he had advanced 
respecting Indian, politics, or their application to the' present 
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• question : but Mr. Dempster, Mr. W. Grenville, lord Miilgrave, 
^ and the attorney general, the last three of whona were intimately 
connected with Mr. Pitt, all declared, that they could not 
agree with him in thinking, that the charge contained sufficient 
matter to be included in any articles of impeachment. On the 
other hand, Mr. Powys expressed liis satisfaction at having 
heard so honorable and manly an argument from the chancellor 
of the exchequer: a more able and convincing one, he said, 
had scarcely ever been delivered within those walls. He could 
not, however, but lament, that the right honorable gentleman 
was left alone, that he was deserted by his friends ; and that 
two of the ministers for India had argued against the re> 
solution, and embraced sentiments so repugnant to those 
professed hy the right honorable gentleman. Mr. Powys said, 
that the -two ministers for India had virtually avowed, that 
political expediency sanctified injustice — a maxim to which he 
could not accede. * 

Lord Mulgrave declared, that Mr. Pitt would not be fit to be 
minister of .the country for a single day, if upon a question of ’ 
that nature, when the house was sitting as judges, he was to 
expect his friends to sacrifice their opinions. Mr. Pitt rer 
gretted, that there should be any difference of opinion between, 
himself and his friends ; but it was an honorable difference, 
not a difference about a principle, but about the application 
of a principle : he thought fifty lacks a most exorbitant fine, 
and his honorable and noble friends did not.. The majority 
of the house concurred with Mr. Pitt ; the motion being .carried 
by 119 to 79. 

* Lord Mulgrave and Mr. W. Grenville were members of the board of control. 
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It being found impossible to go through all the charges in 
the present session, the farther consideration of them was 
deferred to the next meeting of parliament. 

The prorogation took place on the lltli of July, when the 
king, in his speech from the tlirone, thanked the two houses 
for their diligent attention to the public business; and par- 
ticularly, for the measures they had adopted for improving the 
resources of the country, and reducing the national debt : he 
informed them of the prospect of the continiiance of general 
tranquillity; and assured them, that nothing should be wanting 
on his part, to confirm the advantages already derived from 
peace; and to encourage the manufactures of the kingdom 
and the industry of liis people. 
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